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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

23 June 2022

Dear Sir/fMadam

You are hereby invited to attend a meeting of Ards and North Down Borough Council
which will be held remotely via Zoom on Wednesday, 29 June 2022 at 7.00pm.

Yours faithfully

Stephen Reid
Chief Executive

Ards and North Down Borough Council

1. Prayer

AGENDA

2. Apologies

3. Declarations of Interest

4. Mayor's Business

5. Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the Month of June 2022 (Copy
attached)

6. Minutes of Council meeting dated 25 May 2022 (Copy attached)

7.  Minutes of Council Annual Meeting dated 1 June 2022 (Copy attached)

8. Minutes of Committees (copies attached)

8.1.
B.2.
8.3.
8.4.

8.5.

8.6.

Minutes of Planning Committee dated 19 May 2022

Minutes of Planning Committee dated 7 June 2022

Minutes of Meeting of Environment Committee dated 8 June 2022
Minutes of Meeting of Regeneration and Development Committee
dated 9 June 2022

8.4.1 Matter Arising — Addendum Report regarding the Covid Recovery
Small Settlements Regeneration Programme

Minutes of Meeting of Corporate Services Committee dated 14 June
2022

Minutes of Meeting of Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 15
June 2022
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9. Consultation Documents

9.1 The Housing Executive’s Affirmative Action Plan. Closing date for
responses is 19th August 2022, (Consultation document attached)

10. Invitations

10.1 Somme Sunday Invitation - Royal British Legion, Bangor Branch,
parade at the Ward Park War Memorial, 3" July 2022 (2pm)

11. Appointments to Outside Bodies (Report attached)
12. Request to Light up Council buildings for World Fragile X Day (Report attached)

13. Tender for the Provision of a Suitable Electric Vehicle Management Contractor
(Report attached)

14. Sealing Documents
15. Transfer of Rights of Burial

16. Reqguest for Deputation from U3A (Report attached)
16.1 Grant of Entertainment Licence (Report attached)

17. Notice of Motion Status Report (Report attached)
18. Notices of Motion

18.1. MNotice of Motion submitted by Councillor Cummings and Councillor
Johnson

That this council notes the recently launched development strategy by
Comber Rec FC and receipt of IFA funding for stadia improvements
and brings back a business case for the proposed redesign of the
parallel sports pitches and facilities at Park Way, Comber as outlined in
the councils agreed capital investment schedule and a report on how
the Council can work in partnership with Comber Rec FC and other
sporting partners in the realisation of the objectives contained within
that strategy.

18.2 Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor MacArthur, Councillor Brooks,
Councillor T Smith and Councillor Kennedy

That this Council acknowledges the exceptional work which community
and voluntary groups carry out, often staging events which were
previously run by this Council.
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Risk management and Event Management Plans should assist the
planning and the safe running of these events. However, many
voluntary groups find the process arduous and inflexible, especially
when trying to organise events on Council owned land.

This Council therefore requests that a full review of this process takes
place in consultation with community groups to ascertain their
concerns, ensuring that Health and Safety expectations are realistic
and meet the necessary requirements. Groups should be more
actively supported as part of the process and that, if necessary, a wide
range of supporting materials should be provided for a range of events,
thereby ensuring that voluntary groups are more robustly assisted in
their work rather than hindered by the current burdensome process.

18.3 Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Greer and Councillor McKee

That this Council recognises and acknowledges the difficulties that
some individuals experience with fertility problems, and will treat all
staff fairly and equally, with dignity and respect. Furthermore, council
officers will bring back a report exploring the possibility of introducing a
policy that shows commitment to supporting the wellbeing of our

workforce by ensuring appropriate support is available to anyone
undergoing IVF

18.4 Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman Girvan and Councillor Irwin

The Ulster Bank recently announced that it is closing nine branches
across Northern Ireland in September and October 2022, two of which
are in the Borough — Comber and Holywood. It is proposed that this
Council writes to the Ulster Bank to express its total opposition to the
closures and invites the Ulster Bank to a meeting to assess how the
closure will affect not only the businesses in the high streets but also
the local residents who are left with no banking facilities in these
thriving and growing towns.

18.5 HNatice of Mation submitted by Alderman Mcllveen and Alderman
Armstrong-Cotter

That officers bring back a report with a view to widening the Council's
use of digital technology (in particular QR codes) to promote and
provide information about statues, built heritage and monuments in the
Council's ownership and care as well as points of interest throughout
the borough.

18.6 Motice of Motion submitted by Councillor Kendall, Councillor McRandal,
Councillor MeClean and Councillor Johnson

This Council recognises the opportunity that a return to Council
management of the Queen's Leisure Complex, Holywood presents to
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develop the potential for a revitalised local asset that benefits the whole
community, - a space for health, arts, culture, recreation, events and
learning.

In light of this opportunity, this Council resolves to facilitate
engagement with relevant community stakeholders to form a costed,
plan. The purpose of which will be to ascertain community need and
desires in respect of the Queen's Leisure Complex asset

Circulated for Information:
a) Census 2021 — first results (Correspondence from NISRA attached)
b) NI Housing Council Minutes dated 12 May 2022 and June Bulletin (copies
attached)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

19. Request from NI Water - works at Spafield carpark and request for a temporary
carpark at the entrance to the Rugby Club (Report attached)

20. Land at Dickson Park, Ballygowan (Report attached)

21. Request from the Rotary Club of Donaghadee to install a look out
compass/direction point on Council land (Report attached)

22. Freedom of the Borough for Gary Lightbody (Report attached)
23. arc2l Residual Waste Treatment Project — Update (Report attached)
24. Update on Discussions following suspension of Unite Strike Action (Report

attached)

MEMBERSHIP OF ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter Councillor Edmund
Alderman Carson Councillor Gilmour
Alderman Gibson Councillor Greer
Alderman Girvan Councillor Irvine
Alderman Irvine Councillor Irwin
Alderman Keery Councillor Johnson
Alderman McDowell Councillor Kendall
Alderman Mcllveen Councillor Kennedy
Alderman Smith Councillor McAlpine
Alderman Wilson Councillor McArthur
Councillor Adair Councillor McClean
Councillor Blaney (Deputy Councillor McKee
Mayaor)

Councillor Boyle Councillor McKimm
Councillor Brooks Councillor McRandal
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Councillor Cathcart

Councillor Moore

Councillor Chambers

Councillor Smart

Councillor Cooper

Councillor P Smith

Councillor Cummings

Councillor T Smith

Councillor Douglas (Mayor)

Councillor Thompson

Councillor S Dunlop

Councillor Walker
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LIST OF MAYOR'S/DEPUTY MAYOR'S ENGAGEMENTS

Thursday 2 June

15:30 hours
20:30 hours

Friday 3 June
11:10 hours
13:45 hours
Saturday 4 June
11:30 hours

12:30 hours
14:00 hours

15:15 hours
Sunday 5 June
11:30 hours
14:30 hours
15:30 hours
Monday 6 June
13:45 hours
Tuesday 7 June

10:00 hours

Friday 10 June
10:00 hours

16:00 hours
18:00 hours

FOR JUNE 2022

Tree Planting — Platinum Jubilee Park, Ballygowan
Queen's Jubilee Beacons — Conway Square, Newtownards

BBC Ulster's Conor Philips Show from Bangor Sea Festival Set
Up — McKee Clock Arena, Bangor
HMS Bangor — Jubilee Visit — Eisenhower Pier, Bangor

Sea Bangor Event — Quay Street Car Park and Eisenhower Pier,
Bangor

Deputy Mayor — Visit to Hair & Co, South Street, Newtownards
Donaghadee Exhibition to Celebrate the Queen — Donaghadee
Methodist Church Hall — Moat Street, Donaghadee

Comber Rec FC Jubilee Event — Parkway, Comber

The Big Jubilee Lunch — Sea Bangor Festival

Deputy Mayor — Tree Planting — Platinum Jubilee

The Belfast Lieutenancy Service of Thanksgiving for the
Platinum Jubilee — St Anne's Cathedral, Belfast

Carers Week — Coffee Cure at the Museum, Bangor

Pilot 4C UR Future LIVE Event — Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing
and Leisure Complex, Newtownards

Comber School Olympics — Comber Rec FC — Parkway,
Comber

Bangor Central Nursery School's 80th Birthday — Bangor
Parade to Celebrate 100 Years of Palicing in NI — Conway
Square, Newtownards
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Saturday 11 June

15:30 hours Regatta Day Reception — Royal Ulster Yacht Club, Clifton Road,
Bangor

Monday 13 June

14:30 hours PR Photo — Launch of Translink Ulster in Bloom — Walled
Garden, Bangor
16:00 hours Summer Parliamentary Reception and Launch of High Street

Heroes — The Long Gallery, Parliament Buildings, Stormont

Tuesday 14 June

13:00 hours Reception to Inaugurate the 'Beyond Walls' Land-Art Painting —
The Long Gallery, Parliament Buildings, Stormont

14:00 hours Deputy Mayor — Launch of Ulster in Bloom Competition — The
Braid, Ballymena

Wednesday 15 June

09:00 hours Climate Clever Communities Summit — Waterfront Hall, Belfast

12:00 hours Presentation of Ballyholme Yacht Club Certificates — Seacliff

Road, Bangor
Thursday 16 June

18:00 hours Roam Local Ards & North Down Launch Event — Coffee Cure at
the Museum, Town Hall, Eangar

Saturday 18 June

11:30 hours Donaghadee Lifeboat Festival — Donaghadee Lifeboat, Harbour

13:30 hours Gin Tour in Bangor — Dander Down Tours — The Ava and
Various Locations

19:00 hours Deputy Mayor —  Ards Ladies Hockey Club's Centenary Gala
Dinner — Stormont Hotel, Belfast

19:30 hours Mairtin O'Connor Trio Band & Celtic Storm Band — St Comgall's
Parish Centre, Brunswick Road, Bangor

Sunday 19 June

13:00 hours NIFRS Cadets Display and Graduation Ceremony — Bangor Fire
Station, Newtownards Road, Bangor

Monday 20 June

10:00am hours Raising of the Armed Forces Flag — Town Hall, Bangor



Back to Agenda

Tuesday 21 June

10:20 hours Clifton Special School Record of Achievement Day for
Secondary Department — Old Belfast Road, Bangor

12:00 hours Deputy Mayor — 25th Ireland's Best Kept Towns - Titanic Hotel,
Queen's Road, Belfast

13:00 hours Meeting with North Down & Ards Women's Aid CEO - Mayor’s
Parlour, Town Hall, Bangor

Wednesday 22 June

10:00 hours Eco-Schools Award Ceremony for Ards and North Down
Borough Council - Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing & Leisure
Complex, Newtownards

11:15 hours Launch of EuroPro NI Masters Golf Tournament — Clandeboye
Golf Club, Conlig

13:45 hours Photo with the Mayor of Jersey — Town Hall, Bangor

15:00 hours PR Photo — Creative Peninsula — Walled Garden, Helens Bay

15:45 hours Annual Art Exhibition — Bangor Academy & Sixth Form College,
Castle Park Avenue, Bangor

18:30 hours Welcome Reception for Northern Ireland Masters PGA EuroPro

— Clandeboye Golf Club, Conlig

Thursday 23 June

10:20 hours Clifton Special School Record of Achievement Day for Primary
Department — Old Belfast Road, Bangor

12:00 hours Recovery College Networking Event — Ards Arts Centre,
Conway Square, Newtownards

14:00 hours Dress for Success NI Boutigue Open Day - Glengall Street,
Belfast

18:40 hours BCIPS School Production 'A Central Spark’ — Castle Park
Avenue, Bangor

Friday 24 June

12:00 hours Visit with the Captain of Bangor Golf Club — Broadway, Bangor

18:00 hours Conferment Ceremony for Irish Guards — Culloden Hotel, Cultra

Saturday 25 June

10:00 hours Irish Guards Parade — Conway Square, Newtownards

14:00 hours Comber Earlies Festival — Comber Square

Sunday 26 June

09:00 hours Queen's Baton Relay — Donaghadee Harbour

10:30 hours Queen's Baton Relay — Exploris Aquarium, Portaferry

15:30 hours Bangor Town Regatta — Royal Ulster Yacht Club, Clifton Road,

Bangor
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Monday 27 June

16:00 hours Launch of the Hospitality Workforce Strategy — The Long
Gallery, Parliament Buildings, Stormont

Tuesday 28 June

10:30 hours Photo with Prize-winner of ‘My Street, Main Street’ Competition
— North Down Museum, Town Hall, Bangor

Wednesday 29 June

11:00 hours Millisle ‘In Bloom' Competition Photo — Millisle Community
Garden, Ballywalter Road, Millisle

Thursday 30 June

17:00 hours Deputy Mayor — ForM Closing Event — Walled Garden, Bangor
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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held remotely using
Zoom on Wednesday, 25 May 2022 commencing at 7.00pm.

In the Chair:

Aldermen:

Councillors:

The Mayor (Councillor Brooks)

Carson
Gibson
W Irvine
Keery

Adair
Armstrong-Cotter
Blaney
Boyle
Cathcart
Chambers
Cooper
Cummings
Douglas
Dunlop
Edmund
Gilmour
Greer
Johnson
Irvine

McDowell
Mcllveen
M Smith
Wilson

Kennedy
Kendall
MacArthur
McAlpine
McKee
McKimm
McRandal
Smart

P Smith

T Smith
Thompson
Walker

Officers: Chief Executive (S Reid), Director of Finance and Perfarmance (S
Christie), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S
McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Head of Community
and Culture (J Nixey), Corporate Communications Manager (C Jackson),
Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer

(H Loebnau)

1. PRAYER

The Mayor,Councillor Brooks, welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the
Chief Executive to read the Council prayer.

NOTED.

2. APOLOGIES

The Mayor sought apologies at this stage.

Apologies were received from Alderman Girvan and apologies for lateness were

received from Councillor Boyle.
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C.25.05.2022PM

NOTED.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor asked for any Declarations of Interest and none were made.

NOTED.

4. MAYOR’S BUSINESS

The Mayor began by expressing his delight at having learnt on Friday past that Her
Majesty The Queen had awarded City Status to Bangor as part of her momentous
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. He was sure that everyone would agree that it was
an incredible honour to be selected along with seven other places across the United
Kingdom, the Dependencies and Crown Territories. The new status for Bangor
would bring great opportunities for the entire Borough of Ards and North Down. He
looked forward to the formal ceremony and the granting of the Letters Patent, and in
the meantime the news could be celebrated. He put on record his thanks to the
Officers of the Council who had prepared the successful bid on behalf of all of the
Members of the Council and thought it had been very well done.

He reminded Members of the range of Platinum Jubilee events which would be
taking place throughout the Borough and hoped that they would be well supported.
In particular, he mentioned the lighting of the Jubilee Beacons on the evening of 2
June in Bangor, Ballyhalbert and the main event in Newtownards where the Vice
Lord Lieutenant and the new Mayor would be in attendance. There would also be
many street parties and fun events across the Borough, and Sea Bangor would
celebrate the Jubilee on the waterfront on the 4™ and 5™ June.,

The Mayor offered warm congratulations to Councillor McClean and his wife on the
birth of their first child, a son, Elias William Hector McClean.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded by Alderman
Mcllveen, that the Mayor’'s comments be noted.

5. MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE

MONTH OF MAY 2022
(Appendix 1)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements
for the month of May 2022.

The Mayor referred members to his List of Engagements undertaken for the month
of May 2022 and took the opportunity to express his thanks to the Deputy Mayor
Councillor Adair for his assistance throughout.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor
Thompson, that the information be noted.
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6. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 APRIL 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor
Thompson, that the minutes be adopted.

F A MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9 MAY
2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman M Smith, seconded by Councillor
Irvine, that the minutes be adopted.

8. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

8.1 Regeneration and Development Committee dated 10 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

The Chief Executive clarified that ltem 6 on that Committee was the Town Advisory
Group minutes which should have been recorded ‘In Committee.’

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor
Dunlop, that the minutes be adopted.

8.2. Corporate Committee dated 10 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor
Dunlop, that the minutes be adopted.

8.2.1. Arising from Item 6 Sustainability and Climate Change Policy 2022
(Amended) (Appendix I1)

Matter Arising from Corporate Services Committee 10 May 2022.

PREVOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Director of Organisational
Development and Administration detailing that at the Corporate Services Committee
on the 10" May 2022 it was agreed that the Council approved the Sustainability and
Climate Change Policy 2022 subject to the inclusion of a reference to the declared
climate emergency prior to ratification.

The amended policy was attached for approval.
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RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the Sustainability and Climate Change
Policy 2022 which includes reference to the declared climate emergency.

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor Dunlop, seconded by Councillor
McKee, that the recommendation be adopted.

8.3. Environment Committee dated 11 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Armstrong-Cotter, seconded by
Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted.

8.4. Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 11 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the
minutes be adopted.

In respect of Item 12.2, Notice of Motion Submitted by Alderman Irvine and
Alderman Keery

Councillor McKee proposed an amendment to the Notice of Motion that had been
brought by Alderman Irvine and Alderman Keery at Iltem 8.4 which was seconded by
Councillor Kendall.

That this Council notes with the concern the recent decision taken to no longer lock
playgrounds and MUGAs in the Borough. That a report is brought back on the matter
that will look at maintaining a locking up schedule that will include the Bloomfield and
Rathgill playparks and the playpark and MUGA at Clandeboye.

Councillor McKee expressed great sympathy for the residents of Bloomfield and
Rathgill due to the antisocial behaviour they had endured in recent times and he was
aware that his Green Party colleagues had been actively involved in trying to assist
the residents affected. Unfortunately, it was not only in Bloomfield and Rathgill that
antisocial behaviour had coincided with the end of locking of facilities.

In Clandeboye, the issues had not been attributed to young people but rather adults
who had been responsible for the majority of the issues, most significantly with pet
owners allowing dogs to be exercised and to foul in the children's park and sports
facilities. Therefore, he believed that with the residents of Clandeboye in mind, it
would be prudent to include Clandeboye in the Officers evaluation of the locking up
of those important and valuable community facilities. He also suggested that the
Council actively worked with residents in those communities to overcome the issues
that were affecting those areas and people's lives.

Alderman Irvine was happy to support that minor amendment to the other areas
which had been highlighted during discussion of his Motion in relation to the locking
up schedule for the summer months.
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Alderman Mcllveen sought clarification from Officers since it had been his reading of
the original Notice of Motion that the whole schedule would be considered and to
name areas explicitly could lead to other areas being excluded. In response, the
Head of Community and Culture assured him that all play areas would be included,
but that if there was a specific issue in Clandeboye, it could be looked at as part of
the overall review. Alderman Mcllveen was happy to support the overall review to
include all parks.

Alderman Wilson also gave his support and was pleased that the Motion would cover
all areas but additional consideration would need to be shown to areas where there
were known to be long standing problems with anti social behaviour.

With the understanding that all areas would be considered in the consideration
Councillor McKee asked to keep his amendment to include Clandeboye and the
Chair of the Committee, Councillor Thompson, was happy to accept that as were the
other Members of the Committee.

AGREED.

In respect of Item 8, Indicative Programme of Events to Mark the 400" Anniversary
of Kirkistown Castle

Councillor Adair proposed an amendment which was seconded by Councillor
Edmund, ‘that the decision on Kirkistown Castle 400th anniversary be referred back
to the Committee for further consideration.’

Councillor Adair began by thanking Officers for the report which had been presented
to the Committee and the items which had been suggested were timely and would
be well received. He felt that a budget of £5k was acceptable but was disappointed
that the Council could not find that level of funding. He accepted that the proposal
had been brought to the Committee's attention rather late but insisted that Members
were only made aware of the significance of the anniversary in recent months.

He said this was a significant milestone in the Castle's history and no one present
would ever see the next one in one hundred years. He reported that there was great
excitement and anticipation being shown by the Cloughey community which hoped
to celebrate the anniversary, and he believed the sum required was relatively
modest. He did not feel it was appropriate for the Council to simply refuse to allocate
funding and felt it could do much better than that. The celebration would bring the
entire community together in marking one of the oldest buildings on the Ards
Peninsula.

Seconding the amendment Councillor Edmund agreed with what his Council
colleague had said and encouraged Officers and Members to work together to find
what was a modest budget to help the Cloughey community celebrate in an
appropriate manner and also promote the building as an attraction for those visiting
the Borough. Not to promote the Castle and its history would be in his opinion a lost
opportunity.
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As Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee Councillor Thompson also
gave his support and was aware that many members of the Committee were
frustrated that no funding had been found to date.

AGREED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor
Edmund, that the minutes be adopted incorporating the amendements.

9. RESOLUTIONS

9.1. From Fermanagh and Omagh District Council — Public Holiday St
Brigid’s Day (Appendix I11)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence dated 21 April 2022 from
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council regarding Public Holiday St Brigid's Day.

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman
Carson, that the recommendation that it be noted be adopted.

9.2. From Fermanagh and Omagh District Council — Additional Roles for
Local Councils (Appendix V)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence dated 25 April 2022 from
Fermanagh and Omagh Districk Council regarding additional roles for local Councils.

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman
Carson, that the recommendation that it be noted be adopted.

10. CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS

10.1. Further Consultation on Body Worn Video — Northern Ireland Ambulance
Service (Appendix V - VIII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Carrespondence from the Northern Ireland
Ambulance Service.

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Carson, seconded by Councillor
Dunlop, that the recommendation be adopted.

11. DEPARTMENT FOR INFRASTRUCTURE (DFI) WATER AND

DRAINAGE POLICY DIVISION CONSULTATION
(Appendix 1X - XI)
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PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Regeneration,
Development and Planning detailing that the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) had
commenced a consultation on a range of policy options being considered for
inclusion in future primary legislation relating to water, flooding and sustainable
drainage. The letter attached outlined that the consultation was open for a period of
12 weeks from 11 March 2022 until 3 June 2022. The DFI| consultation document,
‘Water, Flooding and Sustainable Drainage: Improving how we manage water' set
out the issues.

The consultation paper set out the background, including the wider consultation
focusing on nine key policy areas where the Department for Infrastructure (“the
Department”) considered that current policy could benefit from change. Those
included providing additional powers, rectifying loopholes and strengthening existing
powers:

Powers for NI Water to implement wider water shortage measures.
Powers for NI Water to enter onto private land to carry out works for flood risk
management purposes including construction of sustainable drainage
systems (SuDS).

¢+ Provision of an enabling power for the Department to introduce arrangements
to encourage developers to use Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) as the
preferred drainage solution in new developments

« Powers for NI Water to adopt certain drainage infrastructure, which was in
private ownership and was constructed prior to 1st October 1973
Enhanced powers for NI Water to deal with drain and sewer misconnections.
Powers for NI Water to register Article 161 agreements in the Statutory
Charges Register

+ Powers for the Department to grant fund Homeowner Flood Protection
measures

+ Powers to provide for easements and additional compensation arrangements
for affected landowners to facilitate flood storage

¢+ Technical amendments to enable future amendment of subordinate legislation
- Powers for the Department to amend, update or revoke the Drainage
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 and
the Water Environment (Floods Directive) Regulations (Northern Ireland)
2009,

Responses to the consultation were requested to be submitted by Friday 3 June
2022. A draft response for consideration was included. Input from Building Contraol,
Emergency Planning, Environmental Health and the Council's Sustainability Officer
had been incorporated.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the consultation and agrees to submit the
response as outlined.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor
MacArthur, that the recommendation be adopted.
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12. ANNUAL MEETING ARRANGEMENTS

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the
report considered the arrangements, given the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, for
the holding of the Council's Annual Meeting. Public health guidance required a risk
assessment to be carried out of public spaces. The current risk assessment of the
Council Chamber would permit up to 16 members (including the Mayor).

A full Council meeting would require accommodation large enough for approximately
50 attendees plus the public and press, whilst the Annual Meeting could proceed
with a reduced but quorate number and so the option of holding it physically in the
Chamber was more feasible. That was the same arrangement as in 2021.

It was recommended - dependent upon all Members not attending agreeing to
voluntarily send their apologies - to proceed with the Annual Meeting on 1 June 2022
at 11am in the Council Chamber, Bangor Castle.

A draft agenda for the meeting was attached. The substantial items of business
being: Mayor's Review, appointments to the Positions of Responsibility including the
position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor. The most suitable course of action regarding
the election of an Alderman position was to be confirmed.

The Positions of Responsibility did not require a Council decision or vote, as they
were dealt with through the Party Nominating Officers and their allocation had been
agreed in 2019. However, the allocation of places to outside bodies, which would
require votes, would be taken to the next full Council meeting on 29 June.

Therefore, it was recommended that the physical Annual Meeting be attended by the
Outgoing Mayor, Councillor Brooks

Outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor Adair

Incoming Mayor, Councillor Douglas

Incoming Deputy Mayor, Councillor Blaney

Mominating Officers for the four largest Parties

An Independent/Single Member Party,

Plus 7 Members decided using the d’'Hondt method:
3 DUP

2 Alliance

2 UUP

That number would mean the meeting would be quorate (10 Members required) and
would remain so if up to 6 Members needed to leave the room for any reason. The
Chief Executive and a minimal number of support staff would also attend.

The meeting would be broadcast through a live YouTube broadcast, with a link
provided on the Council's website, meaning other Members could watch (but not
participate) in the meeting as could members of the press and public.

Party Group Leaders were asked to gain the support of their Groups so that
voluntary apologies would be tendered accordingly.
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RECOMMENDED that the Council agree to the proposals set out in the report for the
holding of a physical Annual Meeting on 1 June 2022,

Councillor T Smith thought that this position was unusual and that if a meeting was
being called surely it was correct that every Member had a right to attend. The Chief
Executive explained that what was being recommended reflected the arrangements
which had been put in place the previous year and Covid-19 concerns remained.
Members not able to attend were being asked to lodge their voluntary apology based
on the practicalities of how many people could be safely brought together in the
Council Chamber. He said that no Member would be prevented from attending but
that the recommendation was a practical solution to a problem which continued to
exist.

The Member expressed his view that the meeting should be conducted in a similar
way to how it had been done pre pandemic. He thought that society had in the main
moved on but some parts of the public sector seemed reluctant to move with them.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor
Dunlop, that the recommendation be adopted.

13. SEALING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED: - (On the proposal of Councillor Edmund,
seconded by Councillor Adair)

THAT the Seal of the Council be affixed to the
following documents:-

(a) Rights of Burials: Nos 14208 — 14270

(B) Duplicates: Clandeboye JX 3553, JX3554 and
JIX3555

14. TRANSFERS OF RIGHTS OF BURIAL

RESOLVED: - (On the proposal of Councillor Adair,
seconded by Councillor Edmund)

THAT the following transfers be approved:-

Ballyvester Section C Grave A10

15. CONFERENCES

15.1. Attendance at Harkin Summit 7-8 June 2022 (Appendix XII - XIV)
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PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the
Harkin Summit would be hosted in Belfast on the 7" and 8" June 2022. It
represented a global platform for senior international leaders across Business,
Government, Public and Third Sectors to discuss and share best practice on
advancing disability employment at a macro level.

Senior delegates included Microsoft, Twitter, BBC, PayPal, Linkedin, Danske Bank,
Ulster Bank, US Department for Labor, several visiting governments, and
international disability organisations. The cost to attend the Summit was £250.

The Chief Executive had been invited to an Executive Reception hosted by Belfast
City Council and Department for Communities in Belfast City Hall on the evening of
7™ June. That provided an opportunity to network with senior summit delegates,
Public Sector and Council officials, local and international Business leaders, and
Political Representatives.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers sending a Member(s) to the Harkin
Summit in Belfast on 7™ and 8" June 2022 at a cost of £250 per person.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor P
Smith, that the information be noted.

15.2 NAC UK Summer Conference Southport 24-26 June 2022 (Appendix XV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the
National Association of Councillors Conference on Emergency Planning and
Resilience would be hosted in Southport from 24-26 June 2022.

The Association existed to promote and enhance the role of councillors and to help
elected members to be as effective as possible in carrying out their responsibilities.

Attendance was at a cost of £350 +VAT for a delegate, plus travel and subsistence.,

RECOMMENDED that the Council consider nominating Members to attend the NAC
UK Summer Conference in Southport from 24-26 June 2022.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor T Smith, seconded by Alderman
Mcllveen, that the information be noted.

16. NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT
(Appendix XVI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the
Status Report in respect of Notice of Motions was attached.

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep
members updated on the outcome of Motions. Please note that as each Motion was
dealt with it would be removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report.

10
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RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Gibson, seconded by Alderman
Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.

17. NOTICES OF MOTION

17.1. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Edmund and Councillor Adair

That this Council task officers to enter into discussions with the Education Authority
concerning the redevelopment of the play area fronting Victoria Primary School
(which is a shared facility between the school and public) as a potential Peace Plus
project to enhance recreation and sports facilitates for Ballyhalbert.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor
Adair, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing
Committee.

17.2 HNotice of Motion submitted by Alderman Mecllveen and Councillor
Kennedy

That this Council notes that 2028 will mark the centenary of the internationally
renowned Ards TT Races and tasks officers to prepare a report in relation to options
on events to best commemorate this sporting anniversary and celebrate the area's
rich motorsport heritage.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor
Kennedy, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and
Wellbeing Committee.

17.3. Rescinding Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman McDowell,
Councillor Cummings, Councillor P Smith, Councillor Greer, Councillor
McRandal, Councillor Walker and Councillor McKee

That we the undersigned propose that the decision of the Council taken on 30 March
2022, that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi- permanent
installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and
Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k (subject to
permanent legislative change). Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be
included in district rates, is rescinded and that the Council purchases equipment to
support 2 semi-permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards
Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year
cost of £120k. Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district
rates, be approved by the Council.

The Mayor explained that the Notice of Motion would be taken at the Council
meeting due to the time pressure in respect of the item.

Councillor P Smith proposed the Motion with a small addition at the end to include;

i



Back to Agenda

C.25.05.2022PM

‘In that context it is further proposed that all Council and Committee meetings move
back to on site hybrid meetings from 1% September 2022'. That was seconded by
Alderman McDowell

Councillor P Smith explained that this was a rescinding Motion to replace the original
which had been brought to the Council previously and which required legislation to
be in place. He felt that it was important for the Council to progress the investment
to return to normal pre Covid-19 meetings as soon as possible and particularly since
Stormont was not acting. It was known that the lead in time to acquire the necessary
equipment was approximately eight weeks to procure and install so the timescale
should be achievabale and there was a desire being expressed to get back to as
much normality in life as possible. The hybrid situation would be of benefit to those
who could not attend meetings due to health or other reasons. He explained that
most Councils were already using such a system and September was a realistic date
to give this Council an opportunity to catch up.

Alderman McDowell was happy to second the Rescinding Motion and thought it
would be a wise long term investment for the Council. The return of normal life was
very much welcomed but it was important to remember those who were vulnerable,
and it was unknown if Covid would return in the Winter. He added that most
Councils were using similar systems and thought that they provided a better service
to members of the public, and particularly for those accessing the Planning
Committee meetings.

Alderman Mcllveen pointed to the amendment of the Motion which had been brought
by Councillor P Smith and wondered if the Mayor considered it to be minor in nature
and if the signatories of the Motion were in agreement to the amendment. He
indicated that something unforeseen could arise meaning that the equipment could
not be in place before 1 September and what would that mean for the Council. By
being specific on the date any delay would result in the need to hire equipment at a

further cost. He suggested that Members be updated at the August Council meeting
on the progress of the system’s implementation and was happy to support the
Motion on condition that the Council would not be restricted to a specified date.

The Mayor confirmed that he considered Councillor P Smith's amendment to be an
unsubstantial change and it was his understanding that all of the signatories of the

rescinding Motion were in agreement.

Councillor Cathcart welcomed the introduction of hybrid meetings and thought that
they worked especially well for the Planning Committee, where planning
professionals and other members of the public were present. Those meetings often
ran late in to the night and engagement from home would be welcome.

Councillor Edmund thought the hybrid system would work well for those who
struggled to attend in person meetings due to being in a high risk health category
and he thought that the Council had a responsibility to keep people safe.

Councillor T Smith strongly disagreed pointing to the cost of the hybrid system. He
asked how such an expense was justified when, in his opinion, Council owned

12
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facilities were falling apart and thought that the Council was going out of its way to
waste money. He asked to be recorded as against the recommendation.

(Councillor Boyle entered the meeting at 7.58 pm)

Councillor McKimm thought that it was warming to see the compassion being shown
towards those who were vulnerable or had health conditions and he hoped that the
hybrid approach may be applied more broadly in terms of supporting those who had
caring responsibilities and that technology would permit new ways of working. The
Chief Executive confirmed that remote access would be open to any Member for any
reason.

Alderman Irvine asked about what the upfront cost would provide and was informed
that it would be for two systems in the Bangor and Newtownards Council Chambers
which would permit a full broadcast and have provision for any Member to interact
fully in the meeting and vote if using remote access. It would involve extra cost for
staff to support the system for every Council and Committee meeting.

Councillor Greer suggested that the wording of the amendment should be slightly
changed to state 1 September 2022 or as soon as possible thereafter. Signatories
were asked in turn if they were content with the changes and all agreed that they
were,

Councillor P Smith stated that he was more than happy to amend the rescinding
Motion to reflect that.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman
McDowell, that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi-
permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for
hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of
£120k (subject to permanent legislative change). Running costs from year 2 of
£17.5k per year to be included in district rates, is rescinded and that the
Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi-permanent installations, 1 in
Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee
meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k. Running costs from
year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district rates, be approved by the
Council.

In that context it is further proposed that all Council and Committee meetings
move back to on site hybrid meetings from 15 September 2022 or as soon as
possible thereafter.

Circulated for Information
(Appendix XVII - XXI)

(a) Census 2021 Update — Intent to Publish,

www. nisra.qov.uk/statistics/census/2021-census
(b) National Association of Councillors UK Conferences
(c) Listed Building Notice — Lime Kilns Ballywalter
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(d) Extension of Consultation on Minimum Unit Pricing for Alcohol in NI = now
closes 27 May 2022 — www.health-ni.gov.uk/MUP-consultation

(e) Northern Ireland Housing Council Bulletin and March Housing Council
Minutes

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the items be
noted.

Referring to the Listed Building Notice at Lime Kilns Ballywalter, Councillor Adair
welcomed the confirmation from the Department for Communities and he paid tribute
to Council officers and the Ballywalter Community Group which had worked to
achieve that outcome. He thought it was wonderful to see it restored and protected
and Listed status would protect the Lime Kilns for many years to come.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor
Adair, that the items which were Circulated for Information be noted.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Councillor
Adair, that the publiclpress be excluded from the undernoted items of
confidential business.

18. REDEVELOPMENT OF KINNEGAR LOGISTICS BASE

***IN CONFIDENCE***

**NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information)

19. APPLICATION TO LEVELLING UP FUND ROUND 2

***IN CONFIDENCE***

**NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information)

20. UNITE INDUSTRIAL ACTION SUSPENDED UPDATE

***IN CONFIDENCE***

**NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

14
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SCHEDULE 6 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information)

READMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Alderman
Mcllveen, that the public/press be readmitted to the meeting.

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 8.49 pm.
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ITEM 7

ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

The Annual Meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held in the
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Bangor on Wednesday, 1 June 2022 commencing at
11.00 am.

PRESENT:

In the Chair: The Mayar (Councillor Brooks)

Aldermen: Gihson M Smith
McDowell

Councillors: Adair Gilmour
Blaney McRandal
Douglas P Smith
Dunlop T Smith
Edmund Walker

Officers:  Chief Executive (S Reid), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and
Demaocratic Services Officer (P Foster)

1. PRAYER

The meeting commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer.

NOTED.

2. APOLOGIES

At this stage the Mayor, Councillor Brooks, commented that the Chamber could only
accommodate a small number of Members in order to comply with the risk
assessment that the Covid Regulations required the Council to carry out. This, he
stated, had meant that the Members who were not able to attend in person, had to
voluntarily tender their apologies for the meeting. He thanked them for giving up their
place in order to allow the meeting to go ahead, adding that he was sure most of
them would be watching remotely through the live stream. For the record, he read
the apologies out as detailed below:

Alderman Carson Councillor Irvine
Alderman Girvan Councillor Johnson
Alderman Irvine Councillor Kendall
Alderman Keery Councillor Kennedy
Alderman Mcllveen Councillor Irwin
Alderman Wilson Councillor McAlpine
Councillor Armstrong-Cotter Councillor McArthur
Councillor Boyle Councillor McClean

Councillor Cathcart Councillor Mckee
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Councillor Chambers Councillor McKimm
Councillor Cooper Councillor Moore
Councillor Cummings Councillor Thompson

Councillor Greer

NOTED.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The Mayor asked for any Declarations of Interest at this stage and none were made.

NOTED.
4. MAYOR’S REVIEW

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the Ards and North Down Borough Council's
Annual Meeting and noted that it would be the last meeting of the Council that he
would Chair as the outgoing Mayor. He indicated that he did not intend to provide a
review of the year as that would be well documented in the local press.

Councillor Brooks thanked his party colleagues for nominating him to the office of
Mayor and expressed thanks to the Chief Executive for his help and support
throughout the year. Continuing, he also thanked the staff within the Mayor's Office,
his team of drivers and all the Town Hall staff including the Town Hall Supervisor,

Highlights of his Mayoral term included the granting of City status to Bangor and
attendance at Windsor Castle to see the Irish Guards receive their new colours.
Referring to his charitable work, Councillor Brooks confirmed that his work remained
ongoing with plans well underway for his cross channel paddle board bikeride.

On behalf of the Ulster Unionist Party, Councillor P Smith congratulated Councillor
Brooks on his great work during what had been an excellent Mayoral term. A term
which had thankfully been less impacted by the Covid 19 pandemic than the
previous one but which had meant his first in person engagement in the Mayor's
Parlour had been on 1 April 2022. Continuing, he acknowledged that Councillor
Brooks had still retained his role as a chef in a care home throughout his term which
involved daily 5.30am starts and led to him becoming known as ‘chef by day, Mayor
by night’. He reiterated his thanks and encouraged him to gather memories of the
year for reflection in the future.

In the absence of Alderman Mcllveen, Councillor Gilmour on behalf of the DUP
Group congratulated Councillor Brooks on his Mayoral term which he had
undertaken with great dignity and decorum. She too noted the restrictions the Covid
19 pandemic had on his year, however, congratulated him on the many events which
had been held, including his installation reception in the Walled Garden at Bangor
Castle. Continuing, she stated that she looked forward to his coming trip on his water
bike and took the opportunity to pay tribute to the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Adair on
his successful term in office too.
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On behalf of the Alliance Party Group, Alderman McDowell, thanked Councillor
Brooks for his hard work throughout his Mayoral term, adding that he had been an
ambassador for all. He acknowledged the weekly press coverage in the local papers
which had included many Mayoral photographs which, he added, were only a small
snapshot of the work which Councillor Brooks had carried out throughout the year.
Alderman McDowell also noted that the Covid 19 Pandemic had impacted everyone
and that the chairing of Council meetings via Zoom was not an easy task at times.
As such, he congratulated the Mayor on his term on behalf of everyone at the
Council.

At this stage, the Mayor, Councillor Brooks expressed his thanks to his Deputy
Mayor, Councillor Adair who had excelled in his role sharing Mayoral responsibilities
and worked well with him.

On behalf of the Green Party Group, Councillor Dunlop congratulated Councillor
Brooks on his fantastic Mayoral term and thanked him for all of his help and support.

The Chief Executive also expressed his thanks on behalf of the Council staff to the
Councillor Brooks on his successful Mayaoral term.

NOTED.

5. APPOINTMENTS TO POSITIONS OF RESPONSIBILITY (FILE
CX210)

5a Appointment of Mayor and Deputy Mayor

The Chief Executive explained that there was a report which had been circulated to
Members outlining the process of appointing to Positions of Responsibility which was
set out in legislation. The process of nominating to the position of Mayor fell to the
Nominating Officer of the Alliance Party, Alderman Alan McDowell.

At this stage, Alderman McDowell rose to nominate Councillor Karen Douglas to the
office of Mayor for the incoming year. He stated that Councillor Douglas had been
co-opted to the Council in 2016, following which she had successfully topped the poll
in 2019. She had already served for a year in the office of Deputy Mayor and as such
her training had been put into place before taking on the office of Mayor. Continuing,
Alderman McDowell referred to her very strong views on environmental issues,
noting that she participated in beach cleans on a weekly basis, recalling her Notice
of Motion on rewilding projects, which he had initially been sceptical about but was
now fully converted to that cause. Councillor Douglas came from a health and social
care background and this was something which he was aware she was very
passionate about. As such, he pledged his full support for her in the role of Mayor for
the incoming year.

Councillor Brooks congratulated the new Mayor on taking up the role and invited her

to wear the chain of the office and sign the Register. He then invited the new Mayor,
Councillor Douglas, to take over the chairing of the meeting.
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Thanking the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Brooks, the incoming Mayor, Councillor
Douglas, expressed her appreciation to him for his kindness and help shown towards
her and congratulated him on what had been a very successful year. She added that
she knew she would have big shoes to fill.

Continuing, the Mayor, Councillor Douglas, stated that it was a great honour to have
been nominated to the position of Mayor by her colleague Alderman McDowell and
she thanked him for that. She provided members with a brief synopsis of her
background in public service, her role in social services, supporting families and
children in need, and her role within the Criminal Justice Service. Councillor
Douglas acknowledged the current issues affecting so many those being the cost of
living, access to hospitals and schools and access to open spaces.

Councillor Douglas recalled that during 2019 she had served as Deputy Mayor and
had enjoyed meeting so many people across the Borough and was able to shine a
spotlight on them. Therefore, she acknowledged there was much to be done in
respect of social justice and the environment and she hoped to be able to recognise
all of those involved. Continuing she recognised that the Borough had much to offer
and looked forward to working closely with local businesses and the Chambers of
Trade. As one of four female Alliance councillors she also looked forward to inviting
all the women on Council to come together and form a caucus. In summing up she
reiterated her intention to give the role of Mayor her all and be an ambassador for all
and she paid thanks to her children and grandchildren who were her inspiration.

On behalf of the DUP Group, Councillor Gilmour offered her congratulations to
Councillor Douglas on her appointment as Mayor, adding that she looked forward to
her working with all the parties and those within the Bangor Central District Electoral
Area. She also noted the great start she would have to her Mayoral term with the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee Celebrations and the Sea Bangor event that weekend.

Expressing his thanks on behalf of the UUP Group, Councillor P Smith wished
Councillor Douglas every success and encouraged her to enjoy every minute. He
agreed that her time as Deputy Mayor would have provided her with an insight into
the role adding that he was sure a busy diary awaited her.

Likewise, Councillor Dunlop on behalf of the Green Party Group wished Councillor
Douglas every success adding that he looked forward to collaborating with her
throughout the incoming year.

The Mayor, Councillor Douglas, invited the outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor Adair,
to address the Council at this stage.

The outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor Adair, rose to congratulate Councillor
Douglas on her appointment as Mayor. Continuing he expressed his thanks to the
outgoing Mayor, Councillor Brooks, for his hard work throughout his term adding that
it had been both an honour and a privilege to serve alongside him. Councillor Adair
also took the opportunity to thank his long suffering family as well as his DUP
colleagues, in particular Alderman Mcllveen and Michelle Mcllveen MLA. Continuing
he stated that it had been his pleasure to represent the Council as Deputy Mayor

4q
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during the Centenary Year of Northern Ireland. He encouraged Councillor Douglas to
enjoy her role as Mayor and took the opportunity to congratulate the incoming
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Blaney. Councillor Adair expressed his thanks to God as
well as all Council staff, particularly those members of Democratic Services. He also
expressed grateful thanks to his colleague Alderman Gibson, whom he fondly
referred to as the ‘father of the house’ whose help and support over the years had
been invaluable. In summing up he stated that he looked forward to returning to the
back benches of the Council and the up and coming celebrations for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.

At this stage both the Mayor and Chief Executive congratulated Councillor Adair on
his successful year in office.

The Chief Executive asked the Nominating Officer for the UUP, Councillor P Smith,
to nominate to the position of Deputy Mayor.

Councillor P Smith indicated that he wished to nominate Councillor Blaney for the
position of Deputy Mayor. He stated that Councillor Blaney while in his first term as a
Councillor had hit the ground running particularly with his Notice of Motion for the
Freedom of the Borough for Gary Lightbody. He noted that he had also recently
become a father and therefore would likely have his hands full with these two new
roles. Continuing, Councillor P Smith noted the power there would be this incoming
year within the Bangor Central DEA which he added was particularly appropriate
given the town's recent promotion to City status. He encouraged Councillor Blaney to
enjoy every moment in his year in office as Deputy Mayor.

The Mayor congratulated Councillor Blaney on his appointment adding that they
would work well together particularly given their success in respect of the Freedom
of the Borough motion for Gary Lightbody.

At this stage the Mayor invited the new Deputy Mayor to wear the chain of office and
to address the Council.

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Blaney, stated that it was both an honour and a
privilege to take on this role and he thanked his UUP colleagues for their support
particularly during his first term in Council. Continuing, he stated that it had been a
dream of his to be able to fulfil this role and as such he looked forward to working
with the Mayor to replicate the good working relationship which the Mayor's office
had enjoyed the previous year.

On behalf of the DUP Group, Councillor Gilmour congratulated Councillor Blaney on
his appointment, adding that he would undoubtedly have a busy year with a new
baby in the house, She wished him well for his year ahead adding that she looked
forward to him working for the entire Borough.

Councillor Dunlop commented that it was great to have Councillor Blaney in Office
as Deputy Mayor and he looked forward to working with him alongside his fellow
Bangor Central DEA colleagues.
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Also offering his congratulations to Councillor Blaney, Alderman McDowell wished
him every success for his year in Office, adding that the Council's Mayoral office had
a great team to bring the Borough to the fore. He added that it would be a very
exciting and interesting year, particularly given the recent granting of City status to
Bangor.

At this stage Councillor P Smith took the opportunity to congratulate the Deputy
Mayor for his term in office acknowledging the great support he had provided to the
outgoing Mayor throughout the year,

NOTED.

5h Appointments to Other Positions of Responsibility
(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive advising that
appointments to Positions of Responsibility were governed by Part 3 and Schedule 1
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014. In accordance with the Act, the
Council agreed at its Annual Meeting on 22 May 2019 a list of 91 positions to be
appointed as Positions of Responsibility, and that such appointments would be made
using the d'Hondt method. Party Nominating Officers and Independent Members
thereafter proceeded to select Positions of Responsibility in the order determined by
the d'Hondt calculation.

Where Positions of Responsibility were not for the full four-year term of the Council,
Party Nominating Officers were only required to specify the individual Party Members
taking Year 1 (2019/20) Positions. Year 2 — Year 4 Positions were allocated on a
Party basis and individual Party Members were appointed to those by the
Nominating Officers at the Annual Meeting in the relevant year, with year 2 and 3
appointments being made at the Annual Meetings on 3 June 2020 and 2 June 2021
respectively.

Year 4 Positions of Responsibility to be appointed

Party Nominating Officers should identify the members to be appointed to the year 4
(2022/23) Positions of Responsibility as follows:

Position Year 4
Mayor Alliance
Deputy Mayor UuUP
Corporate Services Committee - Chair UuUP
Corporate Services Committee — Vice Chair DUP
Regeneration and Development Committee - | Alliance
Chair

Regeneration and Development Committee - DUP
Vice Chair

Planning Committee - Chair DUP
Planning Committee - Vice Chair Alliance
Environment Committee - Chair Alliance
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Environment Committee - Vice Chair

Green

Community and Wellbeing Committee - Chair

Chair

Community and Wellbeing Committee - Vice

Alliance

Audit Committee - Chair

Audit Committee - Vice Chair

Alliance

Should any Party or Independent not wish to avail of a Position of Responsibility to
which they were entitled, the Position would be allocated using d'Hondt to the next
Party in line for making a choice, which at present was the DUP (see list attached).

RECOMMENDED that the following Party Nominating Officers confirm the members

to be appointed to the Positions of Responsibility as outlined in the table above:

Alderman Mcllveen (DUP)
Alderman McDowell (Alliance)
Councillor P Smith (UUP)
Councillor McKee (Green Party)

. " & @

The Mayor invited Party Nominating Officers to make their nominations to the

positions of Chair and Vice Chairs of the Committees as per the report.

+ Alderman Mcllveen (DUP) (absent but provided a letter to confirm his

nominations.)
Alderman McDowell (Alliance)
Councillor P Smith (UUP)

Councillor McKee (Green Party) (absent but provided a letter to confirm his

nomination.)
Position Year 4 Member
Mayor Alliance Councillor Douglas
Deputy Mayor UupP Councillor Blaney
Corporate Services Committee - Chair | UUP Councillor P Smith
Corporate Services Committee — Vice | DUP Alderman
Chair Mcllveen
Regeneration and Development Alliance Councillor Walker
Committee - Chair
Regeneration and Development DUP Councillor
Committee - Vice Chair Cummings
_Planning Committee - Chair DUP Alderman Gibson
Planning Committee - Vice Chair Alliance Councillor
McRandal
Environment Committee - Chair Alliance Alderman
McDowell
Environment Committee - Vice Chair Green Councillor Kendall
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Community and Wellbeing Committee | DUP Councillor Edmund
- Chair
Community and Wellbeing Committee | Alliance Alderman Wilson
- Vice Chair
Audit Committee - Chair DUP Councillor Gilmour
Audit Committee - Vice Chair Alliance Councillor Greer

RESOLVED, that the nominations be noted.

6. ELECTION OF ALDERMAN
(Appendix I1)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive advising that
Section 4 of the Local Government (Transitional, Incidental, Consequential and
Supplemental Provisions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 provided for the
appointment of Aldermen to Councils. The Council may elect up to one quarter of the
total number of members as Aldermen (i.e. up to 10). Appointments normally took
place in election year only and were for the full four-year term of the Council. The
only exception to this was in the case of a casual vacancy in the office of Alderman,
in which case the vacancy was to be filled by an election at the next Annual Meeting
of the Council.

At the Annual Meeting on 22 May 2019, Council appointed the following 10 Members
as Aldermen for the four-year term:

Alderman Carson
Alderman Gibson
Alderman Girvan
Alderman Irvine
Alderman Keery
Alderman McDowell
Alderman Mcllveen
Alderman Menagh
Alderman Muir
Alderman M Smith

Members would recall that, at the Annual Meeting in June 2020, Councillor Scott
Wilson I'EFH&CE.'d Andrew Muir as Alderman, fc:llnwmg his appointment to the M
Assembly.

Vacancy to be Appointed

In May 2022 Jimmy Menagh' s position as Alderman became vacant when he sadly
passed away. As above, this position is to be filled by election at the Annual Meeting
on 1 June 2022.

At the Council Annual Meeting on 22 May 2019 the allocation of positions for
Alderman followed the d'Hondt method.

Using the d'Hondt calculation, this vacancy would fall to the Green Party for
nomination. Should the Green Party not wish to avail of the position, this would be
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allocated using d'Hondt to the next Party in line for making a choice, which at
present was the DUP (see list attached at Appendix).

RECOMMENDED that the Council agree to elect an Alderman.

At this stage the Chief Executive advised that there was a report before Members
which set out the mechanism of the election of an Alderman. This followed the death
of Alderman Menagh which had created, what was referred to as, a casual vacancy.
At the Council Annual Meeting on 22 May 2019, the allocation of positions for
Alderman followed the d'Hondt method. Using the d'Hondt calculation, this vacancy
would fall to the Green Party for nomination. Should the Green Party not wish to
avail of the position, this would be allocated using d'Hondt to the next Party in line for
making a choice, which at present was the DUP (see list attached).

He advised that he had received a letter from the Green Party Nominating Officer
Councillor McKee, declining to make proposal for nomination. The next party to
nominate would be the DUP,

Councillor Gilmour proposed, seconded by Councillor Adair, that Councillor
Armstrong-Cotter, be elected as an Alderman.

The proposer, Councillor Gilmour, noted that Councillor Armstrong-Cotter had first
been elected to Council in 2010 and was very passionate and enthusiastic in her role
as a Councillor. She acknowledged the hard work which she put in often behind the
scenes for residents of the local community.

Commenting as seconder, Councillor Adair, stated that it gave him great pleasure to
second this proposal, adding that Councillor Armstrong-Cotter was one of the most
generous and kind people he was fortunate enough to call his colleague. He also
acknowledged the great friendship there had been between her and their former
colleague the late Alderman Menagh and as such he commended members to
support the proposal.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Gilmour, seconded by Councillor
Adair, that Councillor Armstrong-Cotter, be elected as an Alderman.

7. CLOSE OF MEETING AND PLAYING OF NATIONAL ANTHEM

The Mayor, Councillor Douglas, thanked members for attending, officers for
supporting the meeting and to all of those who had been watching the livestream.
She advised that the meeting would now be closed with the playing of the National
Anthem. Members were asked to stand if able.

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 11.50am.
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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held virtually on Thursday, 19 May 2022
at 7.00 pm via Zoom.

PRESENT:
In the Chair: Councillor Cathcart
Aldermen: Gibson Mcllveen
Councillors: Adair Kennedy (7.01pm)
McKee Smith, P
McRandal Walker
Officers: Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough),

Principal Planning and Technical Officer (G Kerr) and Democratic
Services Officers (M McElveen and S McCrea)

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Alderman McDowell and
Councillors McClean, Brooks and Thompson.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor P Smith later declared an interest prior to discussion of item
4.2:LA06/2022/0130/0 - Lands immediately South of 84 Crawfordsburn Road,
Bangor - Dwelling (Renewal of LA06/2018/0938/0)

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PLANNING
COMMITTEE MEETING OF 5 APRIL 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded
by Alderman Gibson, that the minutes be noted.

4. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

4.1 LADG/2021/1136/0 - Lands between 61 Cloughey Road and 17

Ballygalget Road, Portaferry - Dwelling and garage on an infill site
(Appendix 1)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Case Officer's Report.

DEA: Ards Peninsula
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Committee Interest: A Local development application ‘called-in’ to Planning
Committee from the delegated list by a member of that Committee (Councillor Adair)
Proposal: Dwelling and garage on an infill site

Site Location: Lands between 61 Cloughey Road and 17 Ballygalget Road,
Portaferry

Recommendation: Refusal

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer outlined the particulars of the
application, advising members to note that as this was an outlying application, it
would be the principal of development that was to be considered and that further
details might be produced should the recommendation have been overturned at the
meeting. None of the statutory consultees had objection to the proposal, but there
had been one objection from a third party relating to the application, stating that the
proposal did not represent a gap-site and that houses in line for development ran
onto different roads. The objector also protested that if the houses had been
considered as part of the same frontage, an entire field with a hedge would require
remaoval for site lines and thus would cause detrimental effect on rural character.

The Case Officer had accessed the principal of development in the report and
agreed with the views expressed by the objector. The site was located in the
countryside between the settlement limits of Portaferry and Cloughey. There were no
designations upon the land and the general area was characterised by agriculture,
associated buildings and dispersed dwellings. The application site was located along
the eastern-side of Cloughey Road whilst immediately south of the site was 17
Ballygalget Road (henceforth referred to as *17°); a single-storey semi-detached
dwelling & outbuilding. To the north lay 61 Cloughey Road (henceforth referred to as
61); a single detached dwelling.

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer referenced slide imagery of the
location(s) to members, including the application site and abovementioned adjacent
dwellings. She advised that the policy states the definition of a substantial and
continuously built-up frontage would include a line of three or more buildings. When
such is applied to the application in conjunction with the location of 61 fronting to the
Cloughey Road, whilst 17's frontage was upon the Ballygalget Road. The three
buildings would have required the same frontage to the same road without any
breaks otherwise frontage would not be considered continuous. The dwelling of 17
were angled to front onto the Ballygalget Road with only the corner of the plot
abutting the Cloughey Road. Given that such signified two different frontages, the
first criterion of the policy was not met as there was not a substantial and
continuously built-up frontage. Gap sites within a continuous built-up frontage that
exceed the local average plot-width may be considered as constituting an important
visual break. Referencing the slide, The Principal Planning and Technical Officer
was able to point out an important visual break. If both dwellings 17 & 61 were
considered as bookends to the gap-site, the width of the gap-site would equate to
57.3 metres. The Case Officer had looked at several plot sizes in the locality to
provide an average of 35 metres. The plot-width of the application site was
measured to be approximately 52 metres, meaning it would have been much larger
than other local plot averages. Due to this difference between the site's width and
average plot sizes, the site could be considered as an important visual break. In
considerations of the above, it was postulated that the proposal would result in the
genesis of a suburban-style build-up of development when viewed with existing and
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proposed buildings. This would mean that the proposed site would add to the ribbon
of development between 17 & 61. The amplification texts of C2Y8 stated that ribbon
development was always detrimental to rural character due to its contributions
toward a localised sense of build-up whilst disrespecting the traditional settlement
patterns of the countryside.

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer referred to an appeal reference within
the Case Officer's report; appeal number 2017-A0014, Glenavy Road. The report's
commissioner had also referenced the policy’'s mention of one frontage. Members
were asked to recall April's Planning Committee wherein approval was sought for
planning permission approval regarding an infill site. Concerns had been raised with
the prospect of infill sites in general, the possibilities of the future use of countryside
and the precedent that might be set for such developments. The application had
been called in with the recommendation of refusal. The proposal would clearly not
meet the requirements of policy.as set out in CTY8,

Councillor Adair advised that the area in question was locally known as Nutt's
Bridge. With 17 & 61 presenting on different roads, Councillor Adair wanted to know
if it would have made any difference to planning permission had the dwellings been
situated on the same road. The Principal Planning and Technical Officer advised that
the question was deeply hypothetical and additionally hard to answer due to the
number of variables.

Councillor McRandal spoke of the numerous appeal examples provided whereby
refusal was the end result and asked if any similar examples existed in which an
appeal was upheld, however the Principal Planning and Technical Officer was
unable to provide that information as the Case Officer had looked toward dismissed
appeals in line with the refusal recommendation. With no other gquestions for The
Principal Planning and Technical Officer, the Chairman asked for members a
proposal.

Proposed by Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor McKee that the
recommendation be adopted, and that Planning Permission be refused.

Alderman Mcllveen believed it was a boon to bring forth the cases to Council to help
members understand policies and how such were applied. He described the
particulars of the visual gap, and the size of the site by comparison to other
dwellings. Mirroring Councillor McRandal's references to alternative appeal
examples, Alderman Mcllveen believed it would have been useful to have seen both
sides of an argument, such as upheld appeals which would allow members to more
effectively exercise their discretion in accessing policy.

Councillor P Smith agreed with the decision to accept the proposal and spoke of
numerous gap-site instances whereby the Council had been consistent in their
approach.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor
McKee, that the recommendation be adopted, and that planning permission be
refused.
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4.2 LAOD6/2022/0130/0 - Lands immediately South of 84 Crawfordsburn
Road, Bangor - Dwelling (Renewal of LA06/2018/0938/0)

(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Case Officer's Report.

DEA: Holywood and Clandeboye

Committee Interest: Application made by an elected member of the Council
Proposal: Dwelling (Renewal of LA06/2018/0938/0)

Site Location: Lands immediately South of 84 Crawfordsburn Road, Bangor
Recommendation: Approval

(Councillor P Smith declared an interest and was temporarily removed from the
meeting at 19:17.)

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer explained the application was for
outlying planning permission for a dwelling on the Crawfordsburn Road within the
development limits of Bangor. It came before the Planning Committee as it had been
placed by an elected member of the Council. This application was to be considered
as a renewal, as in March 2019, a previous application had been placed for the
same site where members had agreed with to grant permission. Due to it being an
outlying permission only, members were asked to consider their decisions solely on
a dwelling at the site location. Particulars of the dwelling were to be conditioned and
would be received at reserved matter stage if approval was granted.

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer provided further details alongside
associated slides. The lands in question were located in the front-garden area of 84
Crawfordsburn Road which was well screened and consisted of a lawn and
landscape planted areas. The ground level dropped down into the site from the
northern boundary with frontage that consisted of a red-brick wall & hedging whilst a
high hedge defined the eastern and western boundaries with the property backing
onto the Carnalea Golf Club grounds. The surrounding area of the site was
residential and consisted of a mixture of housing types. Photograph references were
supplied showing the site in question alongside access to 84 Crawfordsburn Road &
its frontage as well as the dwelling and garden adjacent.

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer explained that the position of the site at
84 Crawfordsburn Road was planned to mirror the lay of the adjacent 84a property
which was granted under reference W-2004 0823 for a split-level bungalow. The
ridge height of the dwelling would stand at no more than six metres to lessen the
impact of loss of light or dominance. By comparison, the dwelling of 84a was split-
level and had a ridge height of five metres from ground level at the highest point.
There would be room for parking of in-curtilage vehicles on site. No objections had
been received to the proposal and all consultees were content.

Proposed by Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor McKee that the
recommendation be adopted, and that Planning Permission be granted.

Councillor McRandal believed the acceptance of a renewal appeared straightforward
given no issues were raised by the planners and no objections had been received.
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Councillor McKee concurred with his colleague and spoke of the pattern of
establishment of dwellings in front of dwellings in the area.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor
McKee, that the recommendation be adopted and planning permission be
granted.

(Councillor P Smith returned to the meeting at 19:22.)

4.3 LA06/2022/0118/LBC - Ards Arts Centre, Town Hall, Newtownards -

Emergency repairs to the south pediment, comprising stone repairs, re-
rendering of the tympanum and installation of lead weathering details

(Appendix I1)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Case Officer's Report.

DEA: Newtownards

Committee Interest: Application made by the Council

Proposal: Emergency repairs to the south pediment, comprising stone repairs, re-
rendering of the tympanum and installation of lead weathering details

Site Location: Ards Arts Centre, Town Hall, Newtownards

Recommendation: Consent

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer advised the application sat before the
committee as it had been placed by the Council. It was explained in conjunction with
slides that the Town Hall was a listed building that sat at the primary retrial core of
Newtownards. It was of historical importance to the town and, being listed, Historic
Building Branch were contacted regarding the minor repairs would in terms of
development and detailed drawings had been submitted and assessed by Historical
Environment Division. The proposed alterations to the building had been deemed as
acceptable and would not detract from the listed building.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Mcllveen, seconded by Councillor P
Smith that the recommendation be adopted and planning permission he
granted.

5. UPDATE ON PLANNING APPEALS
(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Regeneration,
Development and Planning attaching decision notice. The report detailed that the
following enforcement notice was quashed on the 31 March 2022

Appeal reference: 2020/E0028
Application Reference: | LADOG/2018/0403/CA
Appeal by: Mr Mervyn and Julie Philips
2 ) Alleged unauthorised residential dwelling, access laneway
Sutyect of Appeal: and associated hardstanding.
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Location: Land at 80m South of 12 Drumawhey Road, Newtownards

The Commissioner determined that the building, which formed the focus of the
appeal, was not being used a residential dwelling.

The enforcement notice was served during the initial stages of the global COVID 19
pandemic and at this time the owner of the property would not allow the Council
access to the site to complete an internal site inspection. Given the unprecedented
times the Council was not able to enforce an internal site inspection, and as a result
of an approaching immunity date the Council had to serve the EN to protect its
position.

The Commissioner determined that the building was being used as a tack store,
home office and artist’'s studio ancillary to the residential property at No. 12
Drumawhey Road and therefore did not constitute a breach.

New Appeals Lodged

1. The following appeals were submitted on 23 February and 23 March 2022
respectively.

Appeal reference: 2021/A0227
Application Reference: | LAOG6/2021/0413/F
Appeal by: Mr James Morley
: _ Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 4 no.2 Bed
Subject of Appeal: apartments
Location: 115 Station Road, Craigavad, Holywood
Appeal reference: 2021/E0077
Application Reference: | LA0G/2020/0019/C
Appeal by: D Graham
. i Alleged unauthorised removal of two trees protected by a
Bt of Appoal: Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
Cotaiian: Lands adjacent to 5 Bennett House and to the rear of 2b
’ Fort Road, Helens Bay

Details of appeal decisions, new appeals and scheduled hearings could be viewed at
www.pacni.gov.uk.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes this report.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded
by Alderman Gibson, that the recommendation be adopted.
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6. UPDATE ON NOTICE OF MOTION ON REVISION OF MINERAL

PLANNING PERMISSIONS (ROMPS) (FILE RDP39/RDP14)
(Appendices V, VI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Regeneration,
Development and Planning attaching correspondence from Council to Minister for
Infrastructure dated 04.03.2022 and response from Chief Planner to Council dated
06.04.2022. The report detailed In February 2022 Council adopted a Notice of
Motion submitted by Councillor McKee and Councillor Kendall:

That Council notes with concern that, since Local Government Reform in 2015, the
Department for Infrastructure (and the Department for the Environment before that)
has failed to commence Section 129 of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 on
the review of Old Minerals Permissions (ROMPSs). Such delays in legislating for the
need for historic minerals permissions to comply with robust environmental
standards has already given rise to significant harm and places undue liabilities and
responsibilities on public authorities resulting from repeated Ministerial decisions
since 2006 not to commence ROMPs legislation.

In recognition of the considerable pressures that the implementation of ROMPs will
place on the financial and staffing resources of this Council, this Council considers
the imposition of these responsibilities and liabilities upon our resources as
unreasonable. Therefore, this Council calls on the Minister for Infrastructure, to
urgently legislate for the removal of responsibility for the implementation,
administration and delivery of ROMPs from this, and all local authorities, and for her
Department to implement, administer and deliver ROMPs.

Progress

Council subsequently wrote to the Minister for Infrastructure on this matter (see letter
attached). The Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) had now responded, and a copy
of which was also attached.

It read that Dfl would proceed with passing ROMPs over to Councils for
implementation, administration and delivery. It stated that, with regard to concerns
raised by this and other councils, the Department would consider a phased approach
to implementation, the introduction of a fee for ROMPs applications, and the
provision of guidance and model conditions.

Officers strongly disagreed with the approach outlined by Dfl and it was proposed
that Council wrote back to the Department in this regard.

RECOMMENDED that Council writes back to the Minister for Infrastructure and the
Chief Planner, opposing the Department’s approach.

Proposed by Councillor McKee, seconded by Alderman Mcllveen that the
recommendation be adopted.

In proposing the recommendation, Councillor McKee explained that when both he
and his colleague spoke on the Notice of Motion when brought to committee, they
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had felt strongly that ROMPs becoming Council issue was not the correct path to
take and that the Department should have taken more responsibility. He professed
his disappointment of the decision by the Department to pass responsibility to the
Council. Though a promise had been made of support and skillsets to carry out the
function, Councillor McKee was not confident the level of support that may be offered
would prove sufficient and thusly, agreed with the recommendation.

Alderman Mcllveen recalled support for the Notice of Motion which reflected views of
Council Officers in the response they had been making in the past, and so was
happy to second the proposal and proceed to write back to the new Minister, Mr
O'Dowd who he would hope might have a different approach to the situation by
comparison to his predecessor.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor McKee, seconded hy

Alderman Gibson that the recommendation be adopted, and the Council writes
back to the Minister for Infrastructure and the Chief Planner, opposing the

Department’s approach.

TERMINATION OF MEETING

This meeting would spell the end of Councillor Cathcart's charge as Chairman for the
Planning Committee. Councillor Walker thanked the Chairman for his engagement in
Issues over the course of the past year whilst Alderman Mcllveen concurred,
applauding the lead taken by the Chairman in some of the issues of the year and the
challenges faced. Councillor P Smith congratulated Councillor Cathcart on his
chairmanship over the course of the year and echoed the sentiments of his
colleagues.

The meeting terminated at 7.32 pm.
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ITEM 8.2

ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Planning Committee was held virtually on Thursday, 7 June 2022 at
7.00 pm via Zoom.

PRESENT:
In the Chair: Alderman Gibson
Councillors: Adair Brooks (7.05pm)
Cathcart Kennedy
Mckee Smith, P
McRandal Walker
Moore Thompson
McClean
Officers: Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough),

Principal Planning and Technical Officers (G Kerr and L Maginn),
Senior Professional and Technical Officers (P Kerr and C Rogers) and
Democratic Services Officers (M McElveen and R King)

CHAIRMAN’'S REMARKS

The Chair welcomed Councillor Moore following her appointment to the Council. He
advised members she would be observing the meeting ahead of a formal induction.

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Alderman Mcllveen and
Councillor McAlpine.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following Declarations of Interest were notified:

Alderman Gibson — Item 4.1 — LA0B/2021/0905/F — Retention of existing agricultural
shed 230m north of 121 Manse Road, Ballygowan

Councillor Cathcart — Item 4.5 — LA06/2021/1364/F — Change of use (temporary for 3
years) of parking spaces to parklet (consisting of planters and area for public
seating) to front of 2-4 Seacliff Road, Bangor

3. 19TH MAY PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES TO BE
RATIFIED BY JUNE COUNCIL AND ANY MATTERS ARISING
CONSIDERED AT JULY PLANNING COMMITTEE

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, that the item be noted.



Back to Agenda

PC.07.06.22 PM

4, PLANNING APPLICATIONS

(The chair withdrew from the meeting having declared an interest in Item 4.1. The
Vice Chair, Councillor McRandal, assumed the chair in his absence — 7.05pm)

(Councillor Brooks joined the meeting — 7.05pm)
4.1 LA06/2021/0905/F — Retention of existing agricultural shed

230m north of 121 Manse Road, Ballygowan
(Appendix 1)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Case Officer's Report.

DEA: Comber

Committee Interest: A Local development application ‘called-in’ to Planning
Committee from the delegated list w/c 25 April by a member of that Committee -
Called in by Alderman Mcllveen:

“For this matter fo be called in for the Planning Committee to consider whether the
evidence submitted by the applicant is sufficient to confirm that his agricultural
business is currently active and established, whether the new building is necessary
for the efficient use of the agricultural holding and the efficient functioning of the
business, and that no suitable alternative buildings or sites are available pursuant to
CTY 12 of Planning Folicy Statement 21"

Proposal: Retention of existing agricultural shed

Site Location: 230m north of 121 Manse Road, Ballygowan

Recommendation: Refusal

The Principal Planning and Technical Officer (G Kerr) outlined the above planning
application, explaining that it was for the retention of an existing agricultural shed at
230m north of 121 Manse Road, Ballygowan.

The application was before members due to a call in by Alderman Mclliveen.

The recommendation was to refuse planning permission.
An agricultural shed existed on the site which was the subject of the application.

Providing context, she added that the site was subject of a previous planning
application under planning ref. LA06/2018/0817/F — Lands 220m NE of 121 Manse
Road, Ballygowan for an Agricultural building.

This application was recommended for refusal on 31 January 2019 as the proposal
was contrary to CTY 1 and CTY12 of PPS21 of Planning Policy Statement 21
Sustainable Development in the Countryside, in that the applicant had not provided
sufficient information to confirm that the existing agricultural business was currently
active and established; the new building was necessary for the efficient use of the
agricultural holding and there were no suitable existing buildings on the holding or
enterprise that could be used.



Back to Agenda

PC.07.06.22 PM

Following recommendation to refuse, the application was withdrawn on the 26
February 2019.

Following that recommendation to refuse permission, an agricultural building was
then constructed on the site without the benefit of planning permission and was
currently subject to enforcement proceedings.

An image showed the site was located in the countryside and consisted of part of a
large agricultural field. The site occupied a roadside position and was fairly flat
throughout. The roadside boundary is defined by post and wire fencing. The northern
boundary was defined by a hedgerow and the remaining boundaries were undefined
as they made up part of the larger field. An area of trees and overgrown hedges had
been included within the site in the southern section.

The officer showed further images of the site to members and explained the relevant
policy in the consideration of a proposal such as this one was CTY12 of PPS 21.
CTY12 stated that planning permission would be granted for development on an
active and established agricultural or forestry holding where it was demonstrated that
and a list of criteria was met.

The starting point for the assessment of this policy was establishing if there was an
active and established business and holding.

The SPPS at paragraph 6.73 provided clarity when dealing with proposals for
agriculture and forestry development — it stated that “provision should be made for
development on an active and established (for a minimum of six years) agricultural
holding or forestry enterprise....”

PPS 21 also referenced what constituted an active and established holding,
Paragraph 5.56 of PPS21 referred to criteria set out in CTY10.

The P1C form submitted as part of the planning application stated that the farm
business was established in June 2017 and a Category 3 business ID was allocated
on 17 April 2018. Category 3 Business IDs were allocated to enable keepers of small
number of animals (less than five cattle / 10 sheep) to operate a herd or flock.

No farm maps had been made available during the processing of the application.
DAERA had confirmed that the business referred to on the P1C form had not been
established for more than six years and that the business had not claimed SFP in the
last six years.

It was considered that the agricultural holding had not been established for more
than six years and therefore did not meet this initial part of the policy test.

In summary, whilst acknowledging the particular circumstances of each application,
the Council's Planning Department had sought to apply the policy in a consistent
manner.

Members would be aware of previous applications brought for farm sheds.
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In a lot of those instances it was demonstrated that while the farm business had
been in existence for six years the holding had not been in possession of the
applicant for six years.

This application before you this evening had neither — the business had not been in
in existence for six years and the ‘six-year test' requiring proposals for farm buildings
to be located on an active and established agricultural holding could not be satisfied
and the proposal was considered to be contrary to planning policy.

Furthermore, approval of the proposed development would have the potential to
create a precedent for future applications that would undermine the policy.
Compliance with planning policy was in the public interest and a matter of
acknowledged importance

Refusal of planning permission was therefore recommended.

Councillor Cathcart asked if further evidence had been submitted by the applicant in
terms of demonstrating it had been an active agricultural business for the required
six years. He referred to the applicant's Business ID and queried if that was
sufficient.

The officer advised that DAERA had confirmed in a consultation response that the
business had not been established for mare than six years and that the business had
not claimed SFP in the last six years. Therefore, further evidence was required to
show it was an active business and the officer advised that nothing had been
submitted despite a request made by the case officer on April 5 2022.

Councillor Cathcart queried the CAT 3 ID status of the farm and if that would have
been sufficient evidence. The officer explained that it would be acceptable provided
the business had been operational for at least six years but that had not been the
case. The officer understood that the shed had been erected in order for the
applicant to get a herd number but this business had been allocated category 3
because it was for a small number of animals and DAERA had since clarified that it
applied to five cattle/10 sheep which would give members an idea of how small the
operation was.

The Vice Chair invited Mr Edwin Poots MLA and Mr Johnson to the meeting in order
to speak in support of the application. He advised they had five minutes to address
the committee.

Mr Poots MLA advised that his interest in the application was that Mr Burton had an
agricultural business within five miles of his own property and he had used the
business many times over the years. The applicant had always wanted to farm
himself and after some delays in purchasing the land in question he had taken
control of the land in 2017 and had spent a few years organising it for use and that
had included an application for a herd number.

The issue faced by the applicant was that to have a herd number he required
covered space in order to meet animal welfare requirements to protect livestock from
the weather.
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