		ITEM 6		 
                                                                                                           C.2026.08.26PM	
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the City Hall, The Castle, Bangor on Wednesday 26 August 2026 commencing at 7.00pm. 

	In the Chair:

	[bookmark: _Int_Bo3ygIcD]The Mayor (Councillor Blaney)

	Aldermen:


	Adair
Armstrong-Cotter
Brooks (Zoom)
Cummings (Zoom)
McAlpine (Zoom)
	McDowell
McIlveen
McRandal
Smith

	
Councillors:



	
Ashe (Zoom, 7.13pm)
Boyle
Brady
Cathcart
Chambers
Cochrane
Douglas 
Edmund
Gilmour
Harbinson
Hennessy
Hollywood (Zoom)
Irvine, S (Zoom)
Irvine, W
	
Kerr (Zoom 7.14pm)
McBurney
McClean
McCollum
McCracken
McKee
Moore 
Morgan
Newman
Quinn
Smart
Wray



Officers: 	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Director of Environmental Services (G Bannister), Head of Communications and Marketing (C Jackson), Democratic Services Officer (R King), Democratic Services Officer (J Alexander)

1. PRAYER

[bookmark: _Int_gfgJzp7q]The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the Chief Executive to read the Council prayer.

NOTED.

2. APOLOGIES

[bookmark: _Int_MmBEvv1m][bookmark: _Int_XC3ftBvZ]The Mayor sought apologies at this stage. Apologies had been received from Alderman Graham, Councillor Kendall and Councillor Thompson.

NOTED.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

[bookmark: _Int_ErERS66f]The Mayor sought Declarations of Interest and the following were declared:

Councillor Chambers – Item 8.1 – NCLT Deputation Request.

NOTED.

4. MAYOR’S BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Int_kAsW7nIo][bookmark: _Int_dXepUYQR]The Mayor advised Council that it had been a summer of achievements for Bangor and the Borough. First, he congratulated Groomsport on winning Ireland’s best kept small town award which was a great recognition of the many wonderful volunteers who had worked throughout the year to keep Groomsport looking so well. He also congratulated Donaghadee on being named finalists in the same category.  

[bookmark: _Int_BLmM5Uw5]The Mayor also offered congratulations and best wishes to Bangor Aurora who had been shortlisted for Centre of the Year at the 2026 UK active awards. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_afdQHUBR]Next, congratulations were offered to swimmer Jack McMillan who had spent most of his young life training at Aurora. The Mayor noted that it was wonderful to see Jack add to his gold medals with two gold medals at the recent European Championships in Paris.

Finally, the Mayor advised that, although Rhys McClenaghan and Eamon Montgomery did not win medals this year at the European Athletics Championships, they were to be congratulated for their respective achievements: Rhys for reaching the Pommel Horse final, and Eamon for reaching his first European floor championships. 

NOTED.


5. MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2026
(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of August 2026.
[bookmark: _Int_Me1cUHXw]The Mayor spoke with enthusiasm on several engagements which he had attended and highlighted some of the engagements which had taken place during August 2026, ably assisted by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Cochrane.
[bookmark: _Int_ZSVRQDXs]The month’s engagements included an incredible experience where the Mayor was chieftain for a day at the Ulster Pipe and Drum Major Championships and took the salute, which he found truly touching. A memorable day. 
There were also events with RCCE with music from multiple venues. It was Bangor at its best. August’s engagements also included:
· [bookmark: _Int_dacnGcw3]Numerous regattas across the Borough showcasing a wide range of boats, yacht races and reflecting the seafaring culture across Ards and North Down.
· [bookmark: _Int_bwRZ2LHh]The GP14 World Championships which took place at the Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club in Holywood. The event welcomed competitors who travelled from Russia, Italy, and South Africa to compete. The Mayor congratulated the volunteers involved.
· [bookmark: _Int_wR7NaWNU]The Ards Peninsula Kite Festival at Ballywalter was another highlight as the Mayor was accompanied by his son, Elliott, who flew his first ever kite. It was a great family event.
· [bookmark: _Int_yM5YkflX]The Mayor, accompanied by Councillor Smart, had an interesting day learning about growing vegetables, different growing techniques, and soil types at the Ards Allotment Open Day.
· [bookmark: _Int_Td0LcaES]Bangor Drama Club celebrated their 90th anniversary with an incredible Exhibition at the North Down Museum which the Mayor encouraged Members to visit.
· [bookmark: _Int_gtrjmth5]The Mayor also attended and started the Six Counties Tractor Run from Newtownards in aid of Cancer Focus. The event had a wonderful turnout.
· The Mayor and Councillor Gilmour entertained the North Down Friends of Marie Curie at the City Hall, and everyone enjoyed a great evening.
· [bookmark: _Int_RnHKPNj6][bookmark: _Int_B5ZyIK0x]A highlight for the Mayor was the opening of two new businesses in the Borough, namely Drysdale Ceramics in Bangor and Soulmates in Donaghadee; two fantastic businesses, both independently owned. He asked Members to join him in wishing both businesses the very best as they began trading in the Borough.
· The Mayor and Chief Executive met with the Chinese Consulate General, General Lee. He noted that several companies in the Borough were already exporting to the Chinese market with more trying to enter that market.
· [bookmark: _Int_4Ejnuw24]The Mayor also met with the new Consul General of India and noted the new India-UK trade deal. The Mayor, Chief Executive, Director of Place and Prosperity, and Bangor and Newtownards Chamber of Commerce will work together with a view to ensuring that businesses in the Borough maximise the export opportunities that were available through meeting these consulates.
[bookmark: _Int_O8KGKdkC]Finally, the Mayor was delighted to invite Joshua McCready, his grandparents and cousin for coffee in the Mayor’s Parlour where the Mayor presented Joshua with his Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. It was great to be able to celebrate such a lovely achievement.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Smart, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the information be noted.


6. MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING DATED 29 JULY 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Copy of the above minutes.
 
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Smart, seconded by Councillor Irvine, that the minutes be agreed as a correct record.

(Councillor Kerr joined the meeting remotely at 7.14pm)

7. MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

7.1. MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE DATED 4 AUGUST 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McCollum, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

8. DEPUTATION REQUESTS

(Having declared an interest in Item 8.1, Councillor Chambers left the meeting – 7.09pm)

8.1. NCLT
(Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Chief Executive detailing that a deputation request had been received from Iain Greenway on behalf of Northern Community Leisure Trust. The attached request form stated that Northern Community Leisure Trust wished to make the deputation to the Active & Healthy Communities Committee regarding its annual report of achievements and progress in 2025/26. The deputation request form was attached at Appendix 1.

[bookmark: _Int_98tAqRb3]The Trust provided leisure services in North Down, under contract to the Council (in particular at Bangor Aurora, Queen’s Leisure Centre, and Bangor Sportsplex). We had completed an annual report of our achievements and progress in 2025/26 and wished to provide the Committee with a presentation on this progress, and the opportunities to build on it by continuing collaboration across the Borough between outsourced and in-house service provision, in line with the intent of the September 2026 Council Motion and decision. 
 
There was a paper on Trust progress to the Committee quarterly, but this was generally taken late in the agenda without substantive discussion; but the services provided by the Trust were a vital and substantial part of the activity to deliver the Council’s Leisure Strategy, so we sought opportunity to enable a more substantive Committee discussion. 

RECOMMENDED that Council considers the deputation request.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McRandal, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the Deputation be referred to the Active and Healthy Communities Committee.

(Councillor Chambers returned to the meeting – 7.10pm)

8.2. BANGOR BID
	(Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Chief Executive detailing that a deputation request had been received from Mo Aswat & Noelle McAloon on behalf of Bangor Business Improvement District Steering Group. The attached request form stated that they had been commissioned by the Bangor BID Steering Group to make the deputation to the relevant committee regarding the development of a Business Improvement District (BID) for Bangor.

Mo Aswat was Director of The Mosaic Partnership, who had developed over 150 BIDs in the UK and all 8 in Northern Ireland. We had been commissioned by the Bangor BID Steering Group to advise on the development of the BID. Noelle McAloon was the Manager of the Enniskillen BID, one of the earliest and most successful BIDs in NI, established in 2017 and renewed again by businesses in 2022. 
 
The development of a BID in any location was intensive and involved many parties. The intention was to brief Councillors firsthand on the development of the Bangor Business Improvement District including the project timetable and work. The level of business engagement, the role of the Council, both statutory and discretionary, and to show the potential benefits of the BID, through the experience of Enniskillen. 
 
It would also provide an opportunity for Councillors to question the organisers and raise any issues that they might have. 

RECOMMENDED that Council considers the deputation request.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the Deputation be referred to the Place and Prosperity Committee.

(Councillor Ashe joined the meeting remotely at 7.13pm)

8.3. REGIONAL ASSET MANAGEMENT STRATEGY LIMITED
	(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Chief Executive detailing that a request had come from Mr Suneil Sharma at the Regional Asset Management Strategy Limited requesting a deputation to be heard at full Council, as per the attached request form. Mr Sharma had also communicated to officers that he wished, should the request be accepted, that it be heard in confidence.

The request was regarding a proposal for a joint requisition of the Flagship Shopping Centre between the Council and Regional Asset Management Strategy Limited and to relocate the council offices onto a redeveloped Flagship site.

Key Considerations 
[bookmark: _Int_TJjyM1Z9]Members would be aware that Council approved an Outline Business Case (OBC) for the rationalisation of the Council’s civic/office accommodation options to better meet the post RPA needs of the Council and offer better value for money to the ratepayer and regeneration opportunities for the Borough.  

[bookmark: _Int_zaqbscHW]Following the approval of the OBC, a site selection and scoring exercise was undertaken to establish the availability/suitability of sites and options for a lease /purchase and a refurbish/new build Civic Headquarters, located within either Bangor City Centre or Newtownards Town Centre boundaries. This process resulted in Council agreeing to take forward two sites in Bangor City centre for further consideration, these being the Queen’s Parade site or the former Flagship Centre.  

Based on an analysis of both site options, Council approved in August 2025 to progress with the Queens Parade site as the preferred option, with new headquarters to be located on Main Street. Discussions with the developer, and the Department for Finance (DoF) as a potential partner who would bring c400 Department for Education employees along with Council’s c400 employees into the city centre, are progressing in this regard.

[bookmark: _Int_A5D3HeG9]Members would also be aware of the need to follow DoF guidance to Local Authorities in Northen Ireland to ensure best value was achieved in either the purchase or sale of land/assets and that an OBC would be required for any site purchase. Members would further be aware of their legal obligations under the Procurement Act, in terms of partnering with a commercial developer/company.  Direct negotiations with any party without the prior advertisement of the potential opportunity was contrary to the general procurement principle of transparency and raises questions as to the ability to achieve and demonstrate value for money. 

Next Steps
Council to consider the request for a Deputation to be heard at full Council in September, in confidence.

RECOMMENDED that Council considers this request.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the Deputation request be Noted.

(Councillor Kerr left the meeting remotely at 7.19pm.)



9. CONSULTATION ON TOBACCO AND VAPES: PACKAGING, APPEARANCE AND DISPLAY
(Appendix V)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Director of Active and Healthy Communities detailing that the purpose of the report was to present an update in response to the Notice of Motion and requesting Approval of said consultation response.

Background 
[bookmark: _Int_LqynCuzs]The UK Government and devolved administrations were committed to creating a smoke-free UK and reducing the harms associated with tobacco use, vaping, and nicotine addiction. Smoking remained the leading cause of preventable illness and premature death in Northern Ireland, contributing to over 2,000 deaths annually and exacerbating health inequalities. Although the use of heated tobacco products remained relatively low, awareness and availability of these products continued to increase. Importantly, there was no safe level of tobacco consumption, and all tobacco products posed a risk to health. While vaping was recognised as less harmful than smoking, it was not risk free. The increasing use of vaping and nicotine products among children and young people had become a significant public health concern.

Evidence indicated that product packaging, flavours, appearance, and ease of access could increase the appeal of these products to children and young people. In response to these ongoing public health concerns, the Tobacco and Vapes Act 2026 was introduced to strengthen the regulation of tobacco, vaping, and nicotine products across the UK. The Act created a smoke-free generation by prohibiting the sale of tobacco products to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009. It also strengthened enforcement powers and provided for further controls on the sale, advertising, promotion, packaging, appearance and display of tobacco, vaping, and nicotine products. These measures were intended to reduce the appeal, accessibility, and uptake of such products, particularly among children and young people.

Purpose of Consultation 
[bookmark: _Int_ezrDtfB1]This consultation sought views on proposals relating to packaging, appearance and display of tobacco, vaping, and nicotine products, with the aim of reducing their appeal and visibility, particularly among children and young people. Information relating to the consultation was available via this link Tobacco and vapes: packaging, appearance, and display - GOV.UK Key Areas New Packaging Requirements. 

The consultation sought views on introducing standardised packaging requirements for tobacco products that were not already subject to such controls, as well as cigarette papers, herbal smoking products, heated tobacco devices, vaping, and nicotine products. Views were also sought on restricting flavour descriptors used for vaping and other nicotine products. 


New restrictions on the Appearance of Vapes and Heated Tobacco Devices 
The consultation proposed to introduce UK wide restrictions on the appearance of heated tobacco devices and vapes, including proposals relating to:

· Colours, images, and branding
· Digital screens on devices;
· Devices imitating other products 

[bookmark: _Int_QSaViMaK][bookmark: _Int_iMl1y8fW]New restrictions on Product Displays The consultation also proposed restrictions on how cigarette papers, herbal smoking products, heated tobacco devices, vaping and nicotine products could be displayed in shops across the UK. Views were sought on which products should be covered and the nature of any display restrictions that should apply. Next Steps Environmental Health and Regulatory Services had prepared a draft consultation response, attached as Appendix 1. It reflected the regional position agreed through the EHNI Tobacco Control and Consumer Protection Subgroups and addressed the key public health and regulatory considerations arising from the consultation. The proposed measures were consistent with the objectives of the Tobacco and Vapes Act 2026, supporting reduced smoking prevalence, prevention of youth uptake of vaping and nicotine products, and improved public health outcomes. The draft response generally supported measures to reduce the appeal of these products, particularly to children and young people, and addressed relevant policy and enforcement issues. Please note that some questions were excluded from the draft response, as they were optional requests for information on the individual submitting the response, and these would be left blank.

RECOMMENDED that Council approves the proposed consultation response, attached. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the recommendation be adopted.

10. SEALING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:

a) Grants of Rights of Burial
D41452 – D41496
b) [bookmark: _Int_WosQI6xB]Duplicate Grant:
David Hodgen – Redburn 3131
c) Grave re-allocation:
Ian McKnight – Loughview C 118
d) Bangor Waterfront: UWPR ICT Contract documents
e) Ards and North Down Borough Council Publish Path (Ballywalter Road, Millisle) Extinguishment Order 2026

11. TRANSFER OF RIGHTS OF BURIAL

The Chief Executive notified Members of the following Transfer of Rights of Burial:

· Cecil Todd – Mark Robinson – Redburn 3135
· Ellen McGreechan – Charles McGreechan – Movilla 59 221
· Anne Johnston – Stephen Eadie – Redburn 1941
· Anne Johnston – Stephen Eadie – Redburn 1942
· Anne Johnston – Stephen Eadie – Redburn 1943
· Ronald Johnston – Stephen Eadie – Redburn 1944
· Ronald Johnston – John Eadie – Redburn 1945
· Ronald Johnston – John Eadie – Redburn 1946
· Stephen McCaughey – Charles McCaughey – Movilla 50 207

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Transfer of Rights of Burial be agreed.

12. NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT
(Appendix VI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Chief Executive detailing that attached was a Status Report in respect of Notices of Motion.

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep Members updated on the outcome of Motions. It should be noted that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report and that the recommendation be adopted.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman Smith, that the recommendation be adopted.

13. NOTICES OF MOTION

13.1. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Douglas and Alderman Cummings

That officers were tasked with engaging with boxing clubs and groups in Comber to explore how the Council could assist those clubs and groups and encourage growth of the sport in the town and further that officers look at a feasibility study into the development of the sport.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded by Alderman Cummings, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Active and Healthy Communities Committee.

13.2. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Wray and Councillor Newman
[bookmark: _Int_MXnOg3gy][bookmark: _Int_HicUMFLA]On the night of 15th-16th April 1941, as the Luftwaffe attacked the city of Belfast, fourteen bombs also fell in the town of Bangor, killing 5 local residents. During the course of the raid, 35 Bangor residents sustained injuries. Carnegie Library was set up as a temporary morgue for the fatalities.
As part of the current Cathedral Gardens redevelopment, there would be a fitting memorial to those who lost their lives in the Belfast Blitz. The casualties in Bangor would not be named.
On the basis that there appeared to be no knowledge of any memorial to the people who lost their lives here in Bangor. Officers were tasked with a report on the potential for a memorial or suitable plaque within Ward Park, Bangor (with the inclusion of the Carnegie Library), marking the local loss of life.
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Newman, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Committee.

13.3. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Boyle and Alderman McAlpine

[bookmark: _Int_k9wDOjKy]That officers brought back an options paper as to how Council could assist the Portaferry Gala Fest Committee & Community, to recognise the forthcoming very special occasion within the Borough involving the 60th anniversary of Gala Week taking place in July 2027.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman McAlpine, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Active and Healthy Communities Committee.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS 
 
AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 
 
14. [bookmark: _Int_pu62JamC]NEW CEMETERY  - LAND AT BALLYMACORMICK ROAD, BANGOR
(Appendix VII – VIII)

** IN CONFIDENCE **

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Environmental Services detailing that Council has been endeavouring to identify a suitable site for a new cemetery to service the needs of the Borough for many years. A report on the matter was discussed at the March 2026 Meeting of the Corporate Services Committee, when the history of a site search was given.

Officers required a decision to be made to proceed to acquire the land and instruct the solicitors acting for the Council to engage with the solicitors for the vendors to complete the purchase. 

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman Brooks, seconded by Councillor McCracken, that Council agrees to acquire the 22.6 acres of land at Ballymacormick Road, Bangor with each party being responsible for their own legal and valuation costs and that steps be taken to ensure a Planning Application is submitted at the earliest possible date.  

15. ENFORCEMENT ISSUES AT CONWAY SQUARE
(Appendix IX – X)

** IN CONFIDENCE **

The Council was asked to agree to the proposed extent of adoption of land around Conway Square by the DfI.

It was agreed to refer the matter back to the Local Action Group.

NOTED. 

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting.

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 7.52pm.
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