		 
		C.2026.06.24PM	
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the City Hall, The Castle, Bangor on Wednesday 24 June 2026 commencing at 7.00pm. 

	In the Chair:

	[bookmark: _Int_Bo3ygIcD]The Mayor (Councillor Blaney)

	Aldermen:


	Adair
Armstrong-Cotter
Brooks (Zoom) 
Cummings
Graham 
	McAlpine (Zoom) McDowell
McIlveen
McRandal
Smith

	
Councillors:



	
Boyle 
Brady
Cathcart
Chambers 
Cochrane 
Douglas 
Edmund 
Gilmour
Hennessy
Irvine, S
Irvine, W
Kendall 
Kerr (Zoom)
	
McBurney McCollum
McClean
McCracken
McKee 
Moore
Morgan
Newman
Quinn
Smart
Thompson (Zoom)
Wray 



Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Active and Healthy Communities (A Faulkner), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Director of Environmental Services (G Bannister), Director of Place and Prosperity (B Dorrian), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau) 

1.	PRAYER

[bookmark: _Int_EhtlTk5N]The Mayor (Councillor Blaney) welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the Chief Executive to read the Council prayer.    

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES

The Mayor sought apologies at this stage.

Apologies were received from Councillors Ashe, Harbinson and Hollywood.  

NOTED.


3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor sought Declarations of Interest at this stage and the following were made.

Councillor S Irvine - Item 8.4.1 – Arising from Active and Healthy Communities, Funding Update
Councillor Boyle - Item 18.5 – Notice of Motion  
Alderman Smith - Item 8.4.1 – Arising from Active and Healthy Communities Funding Update 

NOTED.

4.	MAYOR’S BUSINESS

The Mayor began by saying that he had been delighted to learn that seventeen residents of Ards and North Down had been awarded in the Birthday Honours list. 

On behalf of the Council, he extended to them his sincere congratulations.   

Another piece of good news this month had come from Bangor Drama Club who had won the Northern Ireland One Act Finals and would now be representing Northern Ireland at the British Finals in Wales on 3-4 July.  He extended his best wishes to them for the next stage of the competition on behalf of the Council.   

He reminded Members who were planning to attend the annual Somme Commemoration Wreath‑Laying Service to be in position at the War Memorial at Ward Park, Bangor at 1.45 pm on Sunday, 28 June 2026 for the service at 2.00 pm.  Members were asked to meet at the Bowling Pavilion at 1.15 pm and indicate their attendance so that robes could be taken.   

He also reminded Members to complete their Declaration of Interest Forms which had been provided electronically by Democratic Services.  

On behalf of the whole Council, he also wished to extend support to Ciara Mageean following the recent news of her diagnosis.  He knew Members would join him in keeping Ciara in their thoughts and he wished her strength and courage as she navigated this difficult and challenging time.

NOTED.

5.	MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2026
		(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of June 2026. 

The Mayor said that he had had a whirlwind month since being appointed and he had loved every moment of that time.   He had attended some amazing events and a couple of those had stood out;
· Celebration and Recognition Event for Volunteers, Newtownards;
· Nowhere to Run - 5k Fun Run, Ward Park, Bangor;  
· Kilcooley Women’s Centre and International Event, Bangor Castle
· Record of Achievement Day P7, Clifton Special School, Bangor;
· Love Bangor Litter Pick and Weeding, Bloomfield Estate, Bangor; 
· Love Ballyholme Community Day, Ballyholme; 
· Comber Potato Festival, Comber; 
· Ballygowan Flute Band 150th Anniversary Concert, Ballygowan. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McCollum, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the information be noted.  

6.	MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING DATED 27 MAY 2026 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the minutes be agreed as a correct record.  

7.	MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING DATED 3 JUNE 2026  

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the minutes be agreed as a correct record.

8. 	MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 

8.1 	Planning Committee dated 9 June 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McCollum, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the minutes be approved and adopted.  

8.2	Environment Committee dated 10 June 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

Proposed by Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Alderman McRandal, that the minutes be adopted.   

Councillor Cathcart informed the meeting that since the Environment Committee meeting Mr Alistair Kerr, Waste Services Manager, had retired after 45 years of incredible service to the Council.  He was sure that most Members would have contacted Alistair at some point, and he wished him well in his retirement.   

In respect of Item 14 – Donaghadee Football and Hockey Update   

Councillor Cochrane proposed an amendment which was seconded by Alderman Brooks:

That this Council notes this report and further agrees to bring back a follow-up report assessing the wider issue of sports provision in Donaghadee. While Council notes the development of an updated Outline Business Case (OBC) is a positive step, Council acknowledges the deep sense of frustration in Donaghadee around how overdue these works are.

Council Officers should also bring back a follow-up report around indicative timings for the process surrounding potential upgrades to Crommelin Park’s football facilities and creation of hockey facilities at this site, such as when will the OBC be completed and ultimately when would we see work on the ground. Further to this, officers should fully explore all external funding opportunities to assist with the development of these facilities.
Councillor Cochrane said this was more a question of when those issues would be resolved, asking what the earliest delivery timeframe for the initiative could be.  He stated that he would like to see a clear timeline, noting that while this was a positive development, people were asking when it would come to fruition.  While the Outline Business Case was welcome, he suggested that a follow-up report should be brought back assessing Donaghadee’s sports provision overall.
Alderman Brooks offered his congratulations to the new Mayor on his role and explained he would not revisit all of the issues at Donaghadee, as he could “write a book” on the subject.  However, he asked the Director of Environment to comment on a PeacePlus meeting that had taken place in 2023, at which it had been mentioned that the Council would be spending up to £9M over the coming years on pitches and sports provision in Donaghadee.  In response the Director of Environmental Services replied that there had certainly been a budget for sports facilities in general at that time, and since then a new Outline Business Case had been produced which set out options for moving forward.  He added that Leisure Services were managing leased facilities such as rugby and cricket and Parks would manage sports such as hockey and football at Crommelin Park.  
Alderman Brooks said that the discussion at the PeacePlus meeting had taken place when there had been a request for a potential MUGA pitch, and that had not been considered further because it had been indicated that £9M would be invested in sports facilities in Donaghadee.  He said that the lack of progress on the MUGA pitch since then had caused frustration among those calling for improved facilities and it continued to be a source of annoyance among the people of Donaghadee.
Councillor Hennessy agreed to support the amendment and pointed to the significant disappointment and local frustration surrounding the issue, stating that progress would be welcomed.
Councillor McCollum stated that she, and other local Councillors, had attended numerous meetings and that there was, understandably, a great deal of resentment regarding the funding for sports facilities and the lack of progress in Donaghadee.  She said that there had been considerable frustration at the lack of meaningful action, noting that Donaghadee Ladies Hockey Club had its home pitch in Bangor.  She added that local volunteers were willing to support developments, and that it now fell to the Council to make a tangible effort to move forward.
Alderman Smith said he was content to support the amendment, adding that as more issues emerged there was a need to take a more strategic approach to Council investment and prioritisation. He noted that this required careful consideration to ensure ambitions were realised, particularly given the scale of the capital requirements and the need to determine how best to progress across the Borough.
 
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Alderman McRandal, that the minutes be approved and adopted and that an amendment be made at Item 14 that:

That this Council notes this report and further agrees to bring back a follow-up report assessing the wider issue of sports provision in Donaghadee. While Council notes the development of an updated Outline Business Case (OBC) is a positive step, Council acknowledges the deep sense of frustration in Donaghadee around how overdue these works are.

Council Officers should also bring back a follow-up report around indicative timings for the process surrounding potential upgrades to Crommelin Park’s football facilities and creation of hockey facilities at this site, such as when will the OBC be completed and ultimately when would we see work on the ground. Further to this, officers should fully explore all external funding opportunities to assist with the development of these facilities.

8.3 	Place and Prosperity Committee dated 11 June 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Smart, seconded by Alderman Adair, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

8.4 	Active and Healthy Communities Committee dated 15 June 2026 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

Proposed by Alderman Cummings, seconded by Councillor W Irvine that the minutes be adopted.   

Matters Arising - In respect of Item 10 – EVAWG Terms of Reference

Recommended that the Council approves the Terms of Reference and make the following appointments;

Proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Adair, that Councillor Gilmour and Councillor Thompson be nominated.  

Proposed by Alderman McRandal, seconded by Councillor Moore, that Councillor McCollum be nominated.  

Proposed by Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor Smart, that Councillor Newman be nominated. 

Proposed by Councillor Brady, seconded by Councillor McKee, that Councillor Brady be nominated. 

AGREED. 

Matters Arising - In respect of Item 13 - Funding Update
Alderman McIlveen acknowledged that circumstances had changed since the report was prepared and asked the Director to outline the current position.
The Director of Active and Healthy Communities advised that officers had been in contact with the Permanent Secretaries of the Department of Justice (DoJ), Department for Communities (DfC), and The Executive Office (TEO). Confirmation had been received from DoJ that it would issue letters of offer based on the funding level outlined in the Council report which had been approximately £210k.
Shortly before the meeting, correspondence had also been received from DfC confirming funding for quarters 1 and 2 which were also broadly in line with what the Council had anticipated. That provided welcome certainty for the summer period. However, TEO had not yet confirmed funding for its programme.
Alderman McIlveen noted, in light of that, that the proposal agreed at Committee at Item 10 regarding good relations and the Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (EVAWG) funding requirements over the summer had effectively been met.  He proposed that the original recommendation should remain unchanged, with the understanding that funding beyond this period would need to be kept under review. He emphasised the importance of certainty for community groups and expressed disappointment over the anxiety caused by the Executive’s delayed funding decisions.
Councillor Wray welcomed the update, noting that he had expected funding to be confirmed at some point. For clarity, he requested that Council letters of offer be issued after the five-day call-in period had expired.  Providing further clarity, the Chief Executive confirmed that DoJ funding would cover the full year for PCSP, while DfC funding would cover quarters 1 and 2 (up to the end of September). TEO funding remained uncertain, with the Council agreeing to provide interim support for EVAWG until the end of August.
Councillor Wray reiterated his concern about selectively funding projects and questioned why EVAWG had been categorised as a medium rather than high risk. He attributed the situation to the Executive and suggested a review of external funding programmes next year to ensure decisions were made earlier and provided greater certainty for community planning.
Councillor Gilmour seconded Alderman McIlveen’s proposal to retain the Committee’s recommendation, noting the high costs involved.  While mindful of ratepayers’ money, she stressed the need to avoid disruption to projects and was reassured that funding could be reviewed later in the year.
Councillor Boyle supported this view but expressed strong dissatisfaction with the situation, describing it as a significant failure of the Executive. He highlighted the challenges faced by community groups that planned well in advance and criticised the recurring uncertainty around funding.
Councillor Brady described the situation as shocking, particularly given the recognised importance of addressing violence against women and girls. He questioned the lack of ring-fenced funding and echoed concerns about the risk rating assigned to the EVAWG initiative.
Councillor Kendall emphasised the vital role of the community and voluntary sector, noting that delays in funding placed essential services at risk. She supported the proposal and expressed concern that the Council had been forced to act without firm commitments from the relevant Departments and concluded that while Members were committed to supporting communities, the Executive had failed to provide timely support.

NOTED.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Cummings, seconded by Councillor W Irvine, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

8.4.1		Arising from Active and Healthy Communities Committee – Funding Update 
	  (Appendix II) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Active and Healthy Communities detailing that Members would be aware of the Funding update item that was discussed at the Active and Healthy Communities Committee meeting on 15th June 2026.   

The Council received external funding on an annual basis from a number of central government departments including the Department of Justice, Department for Communities and The Executive Office.  The funding delivered a range of community focused programmes including for example PCSP, Good Relations, including the Cultural Expressions Programme and the Ending Violence against Women and Girls Programme, as outlined in Appendix 1.

Key Issues
To date no letters of offer/comfort had been received for 2026 – 2027.  The Council also did not know how much funding would be granted or if the budget would be reduced this year. 

The Council had this week received a letter in relation to the Ending Violence against Women and Girls Local Change Fund stating that “By way of update on the budget position; as you may know, there is still no Executive agreement, therefore we are not yet in a position to issue Letters of Offer for the Local Change Fund”. 

Officers had been in regular communications with the relevant departments in relation to the funding, the position from the departmental officials was consistent across the Board that their budgets had not been agreed by Stormont.  

The Chief Executive had also been in contact with the Permanent Sectaries from each of the Departments, DoJ, DfC and TEO, in relation to the difficulties the lack of a Letter of Offer or even a Letter of Comfort was creating.  

The Council was concerned about its ability to deliver Central Government funded community programmes.  Detailed information on each of the programmes was attached in Appendix 1 including the total anticipated funding from Government for 2026/27.  As outlined c£1m in central government funding was due to Council to delivery those programmes.  Just over £350,000 was required to support the programmes from April – August 2026. Considering the potential implications of not being able to deliver those key community programmes, £217,592 of the funding was highlighted as high risk and was urgently required to support delivery of those programmes over the summer months.  A further £108,000 was medium risk and £37,000 low risk.  

The Council could not deliver the full programmes without the Government funding and officers had written to the departments again requesting confirmation that funding required in the short term could be guaranteed to provide the Council with the reassurance and ability to support important programmes over the next few months.  To date a response had not been received.  

Summary
Members agreed at June’s Active and Healthy Communities Committee to recommend that the Council proceed, at risk, with the Good Relations Funding and £50,000 to assist PCSP and EVAWG over the summer and also to keep the other activity budgets under review and to ask for a fuller update report to come to Council.

Members would be aware that any distribution of funds without confirmation of funding from Government Departments would be at the Council’s risk.  Therefore, it was important that if the Council took a risk in that regard, that it sought to minimise the risk as far as possible, by limiting the distribution of funds to only those programmes which were time critical.  The Council should then reevaluate its approach at a future date when (i) another stage of criticality was reached for a particular programme, or (ii) Government funding was confirmed. 

Members would note that to deliver all the outlined programmes up to the end of August required a budget of c£633k, that being well over the total yearly budget the Council had to support those programmes.  However, the programmes deemed high risk, came to c£342k which could in the interim be covered by the Council budget.  Note this related to the totality of the Council’s budget across those programmes being c£502k. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers the report and agrees to  fund the programmes identified as high risk as outlined in the report, up to but not exceeding the total Council allocated budget and writes to the Permanent Secretaries in DoJ, DfC and TEO requesting urgent confirmation of the budgets, with a further report to be brought back to Council.   

This Item was withdrawn, following a verbal update on confirmation from the Department of Justice and Department for Communities on funding under Item 8.4 under Item 13 – Funding Update.  

NOTED. 

8.5. 	Corporate Services Committee dated 16 June 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

9.	DEPUTATION REQUEST  

9.1	BANGOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
	(Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive stating that a deputation request had been received from Frank Shivers and Alison Blaney on behalf of Bangor Chamber of Commerce.  

The attached request form stated that Bangor Chamber of Commerce wished to make the deputation to a relevant committee or full Council regarding the proposal to establish a Business Improvement District (BID) for Bangor.    

The deputation request form was attached at Appendix 1.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers the deputation request.   

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the Deputation be heard by the Place and Prosperity Committee.  

10.		SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2027 
	(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that Members would find attached a schedule of meetings for 2027.  
 
Members would be aware that the Local Government election was currently scheduled for 6 May 2027.  Dates of meetings had been altered to take that into account, with the Annual Meeting proposed for Wednesday 26 May and an additional Council meeting to take place on Wednesday 2 June. 

Members would also note due to the timing of the Local Government election, apart from Planning Committee there would be no Committee meetings in April, and no Committee or Council meetings in May, apart from the AGM.  In line with Standing Orders and the Council’s Scheme of Delegation the Chief Executive, or nominated Director, had delegated authority to exercise the functions of the Council except those which were reserved to the Council pursuant to Section 7 of the
Local Government Act (NI) 2014.

In addition, the Council meeting had been scheduled for Wednesday 15 December rather than 22 December, due to its proximity to the Christmas holidays. 

RECOMMENDATION that the Council notes this report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.   

11.		BATTLE OF THE SOMME PILGRIMAGE

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that at the February meeting of the Corporate Services Committee, it was agreed to send a small delegation to attend the commemoration events and wreath laying at the Thiepval Monument, Ulster Memorial Tower and the Memorial at Guillemont, to mark the anniversary of the Battle of the Somme on 1 July. The delegation was scheduled to depart on 29 June and return on 3 July 2026. 

It was agreed to nominate a Member to attend alongside the Mayor, the Chief Executive (or their nominee) and one other officer. 

Key Issues
It was previously agreed that Councillor Ashe would attend as the nominated Member.  However, Councillor Ashe was no longer available to do so, and the nomination therefore returned to the Council for consideration.  Councillor Moore had confirmed she was available to attend, and it was therefore recommended that the composition of the delegation be amended to replace Councillor Ashe with Councillor Moore. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees to the nomination that Councillor Moore attend the anniversary commemorations of the Battle of the Somme 2026. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McRandal, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the recommendation be adopted.  

12. 		CHANGES TO THE STANDING ORDERS 
	(Appendix V) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that in line with the Policy Development Process, the Standing Orders were reviewed every three years or as required.

Key Issues
The full list of proposed changes were outlined in Appendix 1 within this report.

Members should note that in line with the proposed change to Standing Order 3, it also proposed to introduce a Special Meeting Requisition Form which could be found at appendix 2. 

Updated training on Standing Orders for Members and Officers was currently being reviewed and would be rolled out in due course. 

Next Steps
Members would be aware that when making those decisions, any Motion to add to, vary or revoke those Standing Orders would, when proposed and seconded, stand adjourned and be referred without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the Council and any resultant amendment would be ratified at an ordinary meeting of the Council. 

Therefore, these Standing Orders would be stood down for discussion at the next meeting on 29 July 2026.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers the recommended changes to the Standing Orders as set out and agrees that they are stood down without debate for one month, being brought back to the Council meeting in July 2026.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman McRandal, that the recommendation be adopted.  

13. 	UPDATE ON THE JOINT NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 2027 FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
	(Appendix VI) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that she had received a letter dated 10 June 2026 from The Rt Hon Hilary Benn MP, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland which set out a number of key issues in advance of the joint Northern Ireland Assembly and Local Government elections scheduled for 6 May 2027.

Key Issues
The Secretary of State intended to address a number of issues through secondary legislation relating to the two standalone elections taking place on the same day. The proposed legislation was expected to resolve matters including:

· Arrangements for polling cards, polling stations, ballot boxes and the ballot verification process. Although not referenced in the letter, Members should note that the Electoral Office for Northern Ireland would launch an eight-week public consultation on its draft Polling Place Scheme on 31 July and would  also engage with political parties in advance of its launch.

· The timetable for verification and count arrangements, including amendments to the provisions governing the date on which councillors took office following the election. It was proposed that councillors would take office on the seventh day after the election.

· Changes to the election timetable to help alleviate operational pressures on those delivering the election, including provision for the Assembly to dissolve on 23 March 2027.

· Additional forms of accepted voter identification in Northern Ireland.

· An increase in the candidate expenditure limits for local election candidates.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the contents of this report and the letter attached at Appendix 1.
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.  

14. 	A PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE LOCAL GROWTH FUND IN NI 2026-2029 
	(Appendix VII & VIII) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Place and Prosperity detailing that as part of the 2025 Spending Review, £43 million per annum had been provided by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) for the Local Growth Fund for Northern Ireland 2026-29 and had set allocations for two different types of spending: Resource and Capital spendings.

The aim of the consultation was to determine how the Capital Funding for 2026/27 should be apportioned, as well as how the Capital and Resource funding for the remainder of the spending review period should be allocated.

The response to the consultation had been developed at a workshop in Craigavon on 28th May 2026 with the Department for the Economy, the Northern Ireland Office in an observer capacity and representatives from the eleven local Councils in Northern Ireland present. The consultation was submitted to SOLACE on 5th June 2026 for consideration and further Ards and North Down specific comments were added as highlighted in Appendix 2. 

The response to the consultation needed to be submitted by the deadline of 26th June at 5pm.  

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the report and submits this response subject to additional comments and ratification by the Council. 

Proposed by Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the recommendation be adopted.   
Alderman Smith stated that he supported the proposed consultation responses, though he raised concerns about the impact of budget constraints, including issues around grants, and he noted that some of what was proposed did not make sense such as noting a deficit in graduate provision while at the same time offering fewer graduate places from September.  He questioned the split between capital and revenue funding and how that would work in practice, suggesting a stronger focus was needed on revenue linked to economic development.  While he felt the consultation had identified the right responses, including Go Succeed, he emphasised that infrastructure remained a key challenge and that £20 million per year in capital funding would have limited impact in Northern Ireland.  
Councillor McCollum seconded those remarks and highlighted the need to reduce economic inactivity, referring to Orchardville as an organisation able to deliver meaningful employment outcomes but who were now facing a funding cliff edge. She expressed concern that progress in this area appeared to be limited and that the consultation response could have more strongly reflected the consequences for individuals. The Director of Place and Prosperity informed Members that the submission would  be supplemented with Members’ additional views, which Councillor McCollum welcomed.
Councillor Wray concurred, adding that high levels of deprivation and unemployment existed on the Ards Peninsula and that poor public transport also created a barrier, resulting in a ‘vicious circle’ in poorer communities. He also raised concerns about young people not in education, employment and training and limited course provision, along with a lack of essential skills programmes, noting that the Borough did not receive the same level of resources to assist compared to similar areas of deprivation in Belfast for example.   
Alderman McDowell also emphasised concern about funding, suggesting that resources passed through the Northern Ireland Assembly may not even reach Councils.  He called for a stronger Council role in economic development supported by long-term planning and a fairer share of funding. The Director thanked Members for their input and confirmed those points could be added to the response, while noting ongoing uncertainty around funding, limited flexibility, and delays in the transfer of urban regeneration powers and resources.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the recommendation be adopted.  

15.	SEALING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Graham, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:- 

(a) Grants of Rights of Burials – D41382 – D41406
(b) Duplicate – Loughview C62 David Nelson 
(c) Licence for alterations (x4) relating to Seabed at Portaferry – His Majesty the King (1) The Crown Estate Commissioners (2) Ards and North Down Borough Council (3) Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute for NI.
(d) Statutory Receipt in respect of Compensation for land vested from Council by DfI at William Street, Newtownards.
(e) Grant of Easement – Ards and North Down Borough Council to Innova Developments Limited.

[bookmark: _Hlk193445034]16. 	TRANSFER OF RIGHTS OF BURIAL

Redburn 2602
Jennifer Morrow – David Wilton
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the information be noted.   

17. 	NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT 
		(Appendix IX)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching a Status Report in respect of Notices of Motion.

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep Members updated on the outcome of Motions. It should be noted that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report. 

RECOMMENDED that Council notes the report. 

Proposed by Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Moore that the recommendation be adopted.   

Councillor Wray referred to Notice of Motion 698 that he had brought previously and asked for more information on how that was progressing.  The Director of Active and Healthy Communities stated that a report would be brought to the September meeting and she was currently working with finance in relation to it.      

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the recommendation be adopted. 

18.	NOTICES OF MOTION

18.1	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Cathcart and Councillor Gilmour

That this Council condemns recent anti-social behaviour witnessed in Bangor and the North Down coast and commits to reviewing our own resources, as well as working with relevant agencies to tackle this problem. Whilst grateful for police action taken, this Council recognises that the officers need additional powers to tackle anti-social behaviour and expresses disappointment that the Justice Minister has ruled out passing relevant legislation during this Assembly mandate. This Council therefore agrees to write to the Justice Minister, calling for action on anti-social behaviour legislation, more police officers for the Borough, the reopening of Bangor custody suite and the rejection of any lowering of the age of criminal responsibility.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Active and Healthy Communities Committee.

18.2		Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Cochrane, Alderman Brooks, Councillor Chambers, Councillor Quinn, Councillor Thompson and Councillor Hennessy  

That this Council notes the publication of NICCAP3 and recognises the need for practical measures to address coastal erosion, flooding and infrastructure resilience in Northern Ireland.

Further to this, Council notes that the delivery of the associated Adaptation Delivery Plan would 'designate responsibility to a NICS department to oversee coastal management and bring forward policy and legislation on managing coastal change' and believes this designation must be supported with associated Executive funding. 

• Recognises that coastal councils, including Ards and North Down Borough Council, are increasingly exposed to the impacts of coastal change, while lacking the statutory powers and resources to respond effectively; 
• Further notes that Ards and North Down has the longest coastline of any council area in Northern Ireland and is therefore particularly affected by these risks;  
• Further notes that the coast and coastal walks are arguably the ‘jewel in the crown’ of our community and tourism assets; 
• Acknowledges the increasing evidence of coastal impacts within the Borough, including flooding, storm damage, and pressure on public infrastructure. 
 
Accordingly, this Council calls on the Northern Ireland Executive to:  

1. Designate a lead department or agency with statutory responsibility for both coastal flooding and coastal erosion and clarify its relationship with Councils in delivering improved intelligence, monitoring and protection;  
2. Introduce a framework for long-term coastal planning, such as Shoreline Management Plans or a Northern Ireland equivalent;
 3. Establish a dedicated coastal protection and resilience fund to support councils and relevant agencies in delivering necessary infrastructure and adaptation measures;
 4. Bring forward proposals, within a defined timeframe, to address governance, funding, and delivery of coastal protection in Northern Ireland.  

The Council further agrees to:  
• Write to the First Minister and Deputy First Minister, and relevant Executive Ministers, outlining this position;  
• Engage with the Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) and other coastal councils to seek a coordinated, regional approach to this issue;  
• Support efforts to ensure that coastal communities are adequately protected from flooding, coastal erosion and other environmental pressures.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cochrane, seconded by Councillor Hennessy, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee.

18.3	Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman Smith and Councillor Chambers

That Council writes to the Department for Communities requesting a review of their current policy that stops businesses located outside of town centre core boundaries from applying for grant support.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor Chambers, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Place and Prosperity Committee.

18.4	Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman McRandal and Councillor Harbinson

That this Council acknowledges the financial costs that it incurs in dealing with and disposing of litter and in seeking to take enforcement action.

That this Council acknowledges that it needs to take further action to positively influence the attitude of some people towards littering.

This Council therefore resolves to consider what additional actions it can reasonably take both to inform the public about the various harms that result from littering and to seek to change people’s attitudes towards littering.

Council should furthermore consider developing and implementing a formal litter action plan, where all actions relating to the handling and disposal of litter, enforcement and education and prevention are brought together in one place.

A report should be brought back to the Committee with recommendations in respect of the above.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McRandal, seconded by Councillor McCollum, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Active and Healthy Communities Committee.

(Having declared an interest in Item 18.5 Councillor Boyle left the meeting at 8.05 pm).

18.5	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Brady and seconded by Councillor McKee 

That Council reverse its decision of 29th October 2025 to withdraw funding from the NAC NI Region and reinstates its membership, in line with the other ten councils in Northern Ireland.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Brady, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Committee.

(Councillor Boyle was readmitted to the meeting at 8.06 pm) 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, that the public and press be excluded from the following items of confidential business. 

NOTED.

(Councillor Kerr left the meeting at 8.06 pm).

19.	FORMER ARDS LEISURE CENTRE SITE, WILLIAM STREET, NEWTOWNARDS – VESTING COMPENSATION

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION – CONSULTATIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS

The Council was asked to note the action taken by officers in relation to the vesting of the old Leisure Centre site and to retrospectively agree the compensation amount as determined by Land and Property Services.

The recommendation was noted.

20. 	REQUEST FOR RENT ABATEMENT – LEASE TO DONAGHADEE SAILING CLUB 
	(Appendix X & XI)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

The Council was asked to consider a request from Donaghadee Sailing Club for a rent abatement at the boatyard on Shore Street, Donaghadee.  

The recommendation was that Council agree to write to DfC to seek a 50% reduction in the rent as assessed by Council’s valuer.  

The recommendation was agreed.  

MAYOR’S CLOSING REMARKS

The Mayor drew the meeting to a close by paying a massive thank you to Gary McCormick for all his service to the Council.  Forty-two years was an incredible amount of time and the Council was extremely grateful for all Gary’s hard work and commitment, it was very much appreciated.   

READMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the public and press be readmitted to the meeting.   

NOTED.

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 8.20 pm.
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