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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of the Audit Committee was held at the Council Chamber, Church Street, Newtownards, on Monday 22 June 2026 at 7.00pm. 
 
PRESENT: -
 
In the Chair: 	Councillor Morgan

Aldermen:		McAlpine (Zoom)

Councillors:		Harbinson (Zoom)	Newman (Zoom)
			Hollywood (Zoom)	Wray
McKee (Zoom)

In Attendance:	NIAO – Ms Anu Kane

Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M 	Steele), Head of Finance (S Grieve) and Democratic Services Officer (R King)
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1.	APOLOGIES

Apologies had been received from Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, Councillor Thompson and Mr Paul Cummings.

NOTED. 

2.	CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

The Chair (Councillor Morgan) welcomed Ms Kane, attending from the Northern Ireland Audit Office.

She went on to explain that Mr Cummings was unable to attend what would have been his final meeting due to the end of his four year term as Independent Member. Mr Cummings had asked her to share the following comments:

“I want to apologise for being unable to attend the meeting this evening especially given it is my last. I will miss my trips down to Ards and I hope over the past four years I have been of some assistance. I want to pay tribute to your officers who have been very open and professional in all my dealings with them. They sometimes don’t get the credit they deserve. It has been really enjoyable to work with such passionate people. One final suggestion. During my term I have seen a significant turnover of members and while this brings fresh perspectives it reduces the effectiveness of the committee. So please stick with it for the four years. May I wish you well and should you or your new independent member ever wish to contact me please just lift the phone.”

The Chair suggested writing a letter of thanks to Mr Cummings and the Committee agreed to that.

NOTED.

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest at this stage.

No Declarations of Interest were declared. Members were reminded that they could declare throughout the meeting.

NOTED. 

4.	ANY OTHER NOTIFIED BUSINESS

There were no items of Any Other Notified Business.

NOTED.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Harbinson, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business.

5. 	DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2025/26
	
**IN CONFIDENCE**

NOT FOR PUBLICATION

SCHEDULE 6 - 3. Exemption: relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person

A report was presented detailing the Councils financial and overall revenue performance for the year.  Once audited, those would be published before 30 September 2026.

The recommendation was adopted.
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RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Newman, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting.

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 7.45pm.
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