		 

		C.2026.05.27	
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the City Hall, The Castle, Bangor on Wednesday 27 May 2026 commencing at 7.00pm. 

	In the Chair:

	[bookmark: _Int_Bo3ygIcD]The Mayor (Councillor McCollum)

	Aldermen:


	Adair
Armstrong-Cotter
Brooks
Cummings
McAlpine
	McDowell
McIlveen
McRandal
Smith

	
Councillors:



	
Blaney
Brady
Cathcart
Chambers (7.04pm)
Cochrane
Edmund 
Gilmour
Harbinson
Hennessy
Hollywood
Irvine, S
Irvine, W
Kendall (Zoom)
	
Kerr (Zoom 7.05pm)
McBurney
McClean
McCracken
McKee (Zoom)
Moore
Morgan
Newman
Quinn
Smart
Thompson
Wray 



Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Active and Healthy Communities (A Faulkner), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Director of Environmental Services (G Bannister - Zoom), Director of Place and Prosperity (B Dorrian), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (P Foster) 

1.	PRAYER

[bookmark: _Int_EhtlTk5N]The Mayor (Councillor McCollum) welcomed everyone to the meeting and commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer. 

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES

The Mayor sought apologies at this stage.

Apologies had been received from Alderman Graham, Councillor Boyle and Councillor Douglas.

NOTED.

(Councillor Chambers entered the Council Chamber at this stage – 7.04pm)

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor sought Declarations of Interest at this stage and none were made.

NOTED.

(Councillor Kerr joined the meeting at this stage via Zoom – 7.05pm)

4.	MAYOR’S BUSINESS

The Mayor reported that this month, she had been delighted to attend the Garden Party at Hillsborough Castle hosted by His Majesty the King and Her Majesty The Queen. She then had the honour of hosting, alongside the Chief Executive, His Majesty The King and Her Majesty The Queen in Conway Square, Newtownards on 21 May for an industry showcase of some of the Borough’s talented artists and food and drink producers. They had also been joined by some pupils from a number of the local primary schools who joined for a photo with The Queen and Paddington Bear.  Continuing she stated that this had been swiftly followed by the fantastic Sea Bangor events over the bank holiday weekend which had brought huge numbers of visitors to Bangor. She stated that it was wonderful to see back-to-back events showcasing what the Borough had to offer, and she had been delighted to see so many of her colleagues from the Council Chamber and members of the public in attendance.

The Mayor also took the opportunity to thank Council officers for their work in delivering two extremely successful events acknowledging that it took dedication, attention to detail and collaboration to deliver events on this scale.  She congratulated all who had been involved in both events.

At this stage the Mayor referred to the assaults which had taken place at the weekend in Helen’s Bay stating that her thoughts were with the families of all those involved. 

NOTED.

5.	MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2026
		(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of May 2026. 





The Mayor spoke with enthusiasm on a number of engagements which she had attended and had enjoyed and highlighted some of the engagements which had taken place during May 2026 ably assisted by Deputy Mayor, Councillor Moore:-

· Charity Bridgerton Themed Afternoon Tea, City Hall, Bangor
· May Day, Holywood
· Final series of Belonging Afternoon Teas
· Mayoral Receptions for a variety of organisations
· My Ride, Our Right – Women’s Cycling Event, City Hall, Bangor
· 100th Birthday Visit (Betty McCracken), Ards Blair Mayne Leisure Centre, Newtownards
· Seaside Awards Event, The Stables, Groomsport
· Photo – Smartphone Free School, Donaghadee Primary School
· Lunch and Information Session with Bangor Churches, City Hall, Bangor

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McRandal, seconded by Councillor Hennessy, that the information be noted.  

6.	MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING DATED 29 APRIL 2026 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

Alderman Adair proposed, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the minutes be agreed as a correct record. 

Item 11 Queens Parade Update – Page 25

Councillor Brady indicated that he wished to raise a matter of accuracy around comments made on Page 25 namely:

“Other options included spaces within the Gardens, within the new events space and at Bregenz House but for a variety of reasons that again was not going to be feasible”

Councillor Brady suggested that what Mr Mitchell had actually said was:

“They were closed down for various reasons by the Council and the Director of Place and Prosperity could explain that further”.

However, Councillor Brady noted that explanation had not been provided on the night, and he understood the rationale had been published on the Council’s website and as such he asked for some clarification around what Mr Mitchell had meant by this.

The Director of Place and Prosperity reminded Members that minutes were not a verbatim account and instead were a flavour of the debate which had taken place.  Continuing he reported that he had been asked about the car park issue by a number of Members and through a variety of Freedom of Information requests. As a result, he had subsequently written a full explanation of the various car parking proposals which explained how car parks had been assessed, the rationale behind them and why they were deemed not to be acceptable. It was noted this document was available on the Council website and if anyone had any queries the Director had indicated that he was more than happy to discuss those. Members were further advised that this information had also been made available to members of the public. 

NOTED. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the minutes be agreed as a correct record.  

7.	MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 

7.1 	Planning Committee dated 5 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McClean, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.  

7.2	Environment Committee dated 6 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

Councillor Kendall proposed, seconded by Councillor Harbinson, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

Item 9 - Notice of Motion 707 Removal of Planting at The Commons, Donaghadee 

Councillor Cochrane proposed an amendment, seconded by Alderman Brooks, that the minutes be approved and adopted and furthermore that this Council notes this report and further agrees to task officers to engage with officials from DAERA around possible options under the Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order (1985) and 30by30 designation that Council can take to help protect the Commons. Officers will bring a follow up report on this. 

The proposer Councillor Cochrane noted the general cross-party support for this, adding that on the night of Committee meeting there had been some confusion around the wording and this amendment would keep the matter on the agenda going forwards.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cochrane, seconded by Alderman Brooks, that the minutes be approved and adopted and furthermore that this Council notes the report at Item 9 and further agrees to task officers to engage with officials from DAERA around possible options under the Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order (1985) and 30by30 designation that Council can take to help protect the Commons. Officers will bring a follow up report on this. 



7.3. 	Place and Prosperity Committee dated 7 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McCracken, seconded by Alderman Adair, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.4. 	Corporate Committee dated 12 May 2026 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cochrane, seconded by Alderman McRandal, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.5. 	Active and Healthy Communities Committee dated 13 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Alderman Cummings, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

7.6.	Special Planning Committee dated 14 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor McClean, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

7.7.	Audit Committee dated 18 May 2026

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.

8.	DEPUTATION REQUEST FROM DONAGHADEE RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB (Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive stating that a deputation request had been received from Peter Walker on behalf of Donaghadee Rugby Football Club.

The attached request form stated, at the outset, that:

“Donaghadee Rugby Football Club wished to make the deputation to encourage the Council members to support our case for a new lease to replace the current 50 year lease and to build a new clubhouse at Donaldson Park, Donaghadee.  

The current lease has 5 years to run.  A new lease is fundamental to funding the rebuilding of the clubhouse as we currently cannot get Grant Aid to improve the rugby grounds and the rest of the site as our current lease only gives us leasehold interest of the first floor bar and kitchen area”. 

The deputation request form was attached at Appendix 1.

RECOMMENDED that Council considers the request.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Brooks, seconded by Councillor Cochrane, that the Deputation be heard by the Active & Healthy Communities Committee.

9.	SEALING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:- 

(a) Grants of Rights of Burials  – D41350-D41381
(b) Lease from ANDBC to Northern Ireland Electricity Networks Limited – Substation Site at Queens Parade, Bangor
(c) Section 76 Planning Legal Agreement, to be executed in association with planning permission (reference LA06/2022/0301/F) for extension to Ballystockart. Quarry (63 Ballystockart Road, Comber) as approved by the Planning Committee at its meeting of 14 May 2026.

[bookmark: _Hlk193445034]10. 	TRANSFER OF RIGHTS OF BURIAL

The Mayor advised that no Transfers of Rights of Burial had been received.

NOTED.

11. 	NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT 
		(Appendix V)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching a Status Report in respect of Notices of Motion.

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep Members updated on the outcome of Motions. It should be noted that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report. 

RECOMMENDED that Council notes the report. 

Councillor Cathcart proposed, seconded by Alderman Smith, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Councillor Cathcart referred to the following Notices of Motion (NOM):

· NOM 370 – Review of Bye Laws
· NOM 599 – Changes to Community Development Funding

He welcomed the progress which had taken place in respect of both NOM’s particularly since the new Director of Active and Healthy Communities had taken up post. He also thanked the Acting Head of Communities Nikki Dorian for her work on the Community Grant Funding.

The Mayor echoed those comments particularly in respect of NOM 599.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Alderman Smith, that the recommendation be adopted. 

12.	NOTICES OF MOTION

12.1.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Edmund and Alderman Adair

That this Council task officers to bring forward a costed programme of works to bring slipways and harbours in Council ownership or control up to an appropriate standard in order that they can be utilised by leisure users as part of our wider tourism offering and to investigate appropriate funding streams to deliver this.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Alderman Adair, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee.

12.2.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor W Irvine and Councillor S Irvine 

This Council recognises the service and sacrifice of members of the Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR), including those from the Borough and surrounding areas who served with dedication during a difficult period in Northern Ireland’s history.
Accordingly, tasks officers to bring back a report this Council on providing a memorial bench within Clandeboye Cemetery, Bangor, dedicated to the memory and service of members of the Ulster Defence Regiment. The proposed bench should provide a dignified place for remembrance and reflection for families, veterans, and members of the wider community. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee.

12.3.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor McBurney and Councillor McCollum

Following the deputation from pupils of Rathmore Primary School and Strangford College, which highlighted the importance of ensuring children and young people are included in decisions that affect them, this Council recognises that political literacy is fundamental to a healthy democracy and to preparing the next generation for active civic participation. 

Accordingly, Council requests that officers bring forward a report setting out options for the development of a children’s political literacy project to be delivered in advance of the May 2027 election, including, but not limited to: support available from the Electoral Commission; opportunities for Council to deliver the project alongside identified suitable partners; a workshop explaining how government works in Northern Ireland; and the organisation of a mock election to enable children and young people to express their views on the issues that matter most to them.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McBurney, seconded by Alderman McRandal, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Committee.

12.4.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Wray and Councillor Newman
That this Council acknowledges increased demand for service experienced by North Down and Ards Women’s Aid. Over the last three years referrals for floating support have increased by over 33% and referrals for refuge have increased by over 186%.
This Council is committed to the campaign of ending violence against women and girls, and to providing the best possible support service to victims, therefore officers will be tasked to:
· Writes to the Minister for Communities requesting a review into the funding provided to Women’s Aid through the Northern Ireland Housing Executive Supporting People Grant.
· Writes to the Northern Ireland Executive welcoming the funding provided, but expressing concerns that the (EVAWG) programme is primarily resourced to support prevention activity, rather than provision of services.  While investment in prevention is essential, it is already resulting in increased disclosures and referrals, particularly to Women's Aid services. The letter should also highlight the need for multiyear funding, and increased funding allocation for the Tier 3 EVAWG programme, which currently doesn’t cover the cost of one additional member of staff.
Secondly to letter should propose the establishment of a dedicated Emergency Fund in Northern Ireland to support women who are fleeing domestic abuse but face immediate financial barriers to accessing safety. Many women, particularly those who are working or have limited access to benefits, are unable to afford refuge accommodation costs or secure private rental housing due to high upfront expenses such as deposits and rent in advance. As a result, they are often forced to remain in unsafe environments or face homelessness. This fund would provide flexible, rapid financial assistance to cover emergency costs, refuge stays, and access to long-term housing, ensuring that no woman is prevented from leaving an abusive situation due to a lack of financial resources.
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Newman, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Active & Healthy Communities Committee.




MAYOR’S CLOSING COMMENTS

At this stage the Mayor expressed her thanks to Members for their support throughout her Mayoral term, adding that it had been without doubt one of the best years of her life.

NOTED.

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 7.28pm.
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