ITEM 7.4.
PP.09.04.26 PM
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid (in person and via Zoom) meeting of the Place and Prosperity Committee was held at the Council Chamber, Church Street, Newtownards on Thursday 9 April 2026 at 7.00 pm. 

PRESENT:		

In the Chair:	Councillor McCracken

Aldermen:	Adair	McDowell
	Armstrong-Cotter

Councillors:	Blaney (Zoom)	McCollum (Zoom 7.03pm)
	Brady	Morgan
	Edmund	Newman
	Gilmour	Smart (Zoom)
	Hennessy	Thompson
	Hollywood (Zoom)

Also in 
Attendance:	Councillor S Irvine
	Councillor W Irvine	
	
Officers in Attendance: Director of Place and Prosperity (B Dorrian), Economic Development Manager (K McGuckin) and Democratic Services Officer (P Foster). 

1.	APOLOGIES

The Chairman (Councillor McCracken) sought apologies at this stage.

Apologies for lateness had been received from the Mayor, Councillor McCollum.

NOTED.

2.	Declarations of Interest

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest at this stage and none were declared.

NOTED.

REPORTS FOR APPROVAL 

3.	ARDS PENINSULA bUSINESS aWARDS (FILE 160094) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Place and Prosperity detailing that officers recently liaised with Newtownards Chamber on its annual business awards ceremony arrangements for 2026.   Last year’s successful awards ceremony held in April 2025 was the first time the awards ceremony covered areas outside of Newtownards, to include Comber, Donaghadee and the Ards Peninsula.

Details
[bookmark: _Hlk174703259]The Ards Peninsula Business Awards ceremony would take place on 
Thursday 14 May 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Clandeboye Lodge Hotel, Bangor. The Council had been requested to sponsor the “Business Growth Award” with two subcategories, Business Growth Awards under 10 employees and Business Growth Awards over 10 employees.

As part of the package, four complimentary tickets were being made available to Council, one of the four tickets would include the Mayor who would present the Council’s sponsored award. If additional tickets were required, those could be purchased from Ards Chamber at a cost of £85.00 plus VAT per ticket.  

The package also offered the Council publicity by having the Council logo added to all sponsorship and event publicity.  This included the launch event, social media marketing campaign in the lead up to the ceremony, photo opportunities on the evening of the ceremony, and photos with other category sponsors and winners.

These awards ceremonies were a valuable opportunity for Council members and officers to forge new relationships and connections with the local businesses. It was one of the key aspects of Economic Growth to provide support to local businesses and understand barriers to growth as well as emerging needs.  Taking this into consideration, it was recommended that two additional tickets were purchased for Council officers to attend the ceremony as well as members.  

Budget
The Ards Peninsula Business Awards organisers had requested an uplift in contribution as, since last year, they had covered all of the Ards and Peninsula areas.

A budget of £3,000 had been set aside under the Economic Development revenue budget for this event and for its equivalent in Bangor. The budget had been agreed by the Council and, with a view to remain consistent with the amount offered for this type of event in the Borough, it was recommended that the contribution remained as agreed in this year’s budget, namely £3,000.

RECOMMENDED that Council:

· Approves a contribution of £3,000 to support the Ards Peninsula Business Awards 2026.

· Nominates three Members, in addition to the Mayor, to attend the Ards Peninsula Business Awards on 14 May 2026 and that two additional tickets are purchased for Council officers to also attend the ceremony.
(The Mayor, Councillor McCollum joined the meeting at this stage via Zoom – 7.03pm)

Councillor Gilmour proposed, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the recommendation be adopted.

Nominations were then sought for Members to attend the Business Awards in addition to the Mayor and the following nominations were made:

Councillor Thompson – proposed by Councillor Gilmour and seconded by Alderman Adair.

Alderman McDowell – proposed by Councillor Morgan and seconded by Councillor Hennessy.

Councillor Smart – proposed by Councillor Blaney and seconded by Councillor Hollywood. 

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Gilmour, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the recommendation be adopted and furthermore that the following Members be nominated to attend the Business Awards in addition to the Mayor:

Councillor Thompson
Alderman McDowell
Councillor Smart

REPORTS FOR NOTING

4.	local action groups
	(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Place and Prosperity detailing that the new Local Action Groups had been established and the initial round of introductory meetings had been conducted. 

Copies of the minutes from these introductory meetings were available in the attached Appendices.

Membership
Membership details of each Group were provided below with notable additional members agreed at the Introductory Meeting:

Bangor – 
	Elected Members  
	Bangor Central DEA (6) 

	NI Executive Depts 
	Dept for Infrastructure (1) 
Dept for Communities (1) 

	Commerce/Business 
	Bangor Chamber of Commerce (2) 
Bangor Business Improvement District Steering Group (1) 

	Sports 
	AND Sports Forum (1) 

	Arts and Heritage 
	Booms Studios / Seacourt Print (1)* 

	Community 
	North Down Community Network (1) 
Over 50s Council (1) 
YMCA (1) 

	Faith 
	Ministers Forum (1) 

	Culture and Events 
	Open House Festival (1) 

	Council Officers 
	Regeneration (3) 

	Statutory Agency
	Police Service of Northern Ireland (1)



Comber – 
	Elected Members  
	Comber DEA (5) 

	NI Executive Depts 
	Dept for Infrastructure (1) 
Dept for Communities (1) 

	Commerce/Business 
	Comber Chamber of Commerce (2) 

	Regeneration 
	Comber Regeneration Group (1) 

	Community 
	Comber & District U3A (1) 
Comber Rotary Club (1) 

	Youth and Faith 
	NET Youth Project (1) 
Clergy Forum (1)

	Council Officers 
	Regeneration (3) 



Donaghadee – 
	Elected Members  
	Bangor East and Donaghadee (6) 

	NI Executive Depts 
	Dept for Infrastructure (1) 
Dept for Communities (1) 

	Commerce/Business 
	Donaghadee Community Development Association (2) 

	Sports 
	AND Sports Forum (1) 

	Youth and Faith 
	Donaghadee Youth For Christ (1) 

	Community 
	Donaghadee Community Development Association (1) 
Ards Peninsula U3A (1) 

	Historical 
	Donaghadee Historical Society (1) 

	Council Officers 
	Regeneration (3) 



Holywood – 
	Elected Members  
	Holywood and Clandeboye DEA (5) 

	NI Executive Depts 
	Dept for Infrastructure (1) 
Dept for Communities (1) 

	Commerce/Business 
	Holywood Chamber of Trade (2) 

	Faith 
	Holywood Street Pastors (1) 

	Youth 
	Holywood Family Trust (1) 

	Community 
	Holywood Shared Town (1) 
Holywood Residents Association (1) 
Redburn Loughview Community Forum (1) 
Holywood District and Community Council (1)

	Council Officers 
	Regeneration (3) 



Newtownards – 
	Elected Members  
	Newtownards DEA (6) 

	NI Executive Depts 
	Dept for Infrastructure (1) 
Dept for Communities (1) 

	Commerce/Business 
	Newtownards Chamber of Trade (2) 

	Faith 
	Ards and North Down Street Pastors (1) 

	Sports 
	AND Sports Forum (1) 

	Youth and Community 
	Ards Arena Youth Centre (1) 

	Historical 
	Ards Historical Society (1) 

	Council Officers 
	Regeneration (3) 



The annual schedule of meetings was outlined as follows:
	Introductory Meetings
	February/ March 2026

	Q1 Meeting
	April 2026

	Q2 Meeting
	June 2026

	Q3 Meeting
	September 2026

	Q4 Meeting
	November/ December 2026

	Annual Conference of all five groups
	January 2027



An official launch of the new Local Action Groups would be held in May 2026.

Members should note the appointed Chair and Vice Chair for each group:
	Bangor
	Chair: TBC
Vice Chair: TBC


	Comber
	Chair: Alderman Trevor Cummings
Vice Chair: Councillor Patricia Morgan


	Donaghadee
	Chair: Adrian Kerr, Donaghadee Community Development Association
Vice Chair: Councillor Eddie Thompson


	Holywood
	Chair: Mayor, Councillor Gillian McCollum
Vice Chair: Helen Aston, Holywood Chamber of Commerce


	Newtownards
	Chair:  TBC
Vice Chair: TBC




RECOMMENDED that Council notes this information.

Councillor Brady proposed, seconded by Councillor Hennessy, that the recommendation be adopted.

The proposer Councillor Brady expressed disappointment following the inaugural meetings of the Groups upon realising that a budget was no longer available to them. As such concerns had been raised that the Groups could become ‘talking shops’. Continuing he also noted that representatives from Youth Voice had not been included on the membership lists.

In response the Director reminded Members that no budget had previously been made available for the former Town Actions Groups (TAGs). He added that it had been hoped to make a budget available for the new Groups through the Council’s recent Rate Setting process but regrettably that had not been possible. In respect of representation by Youth Voice he advised that he would raise the matter with officers. 

The seconder, Councillor Hennessy commented that he looked forward to the work of the Groups going forward. 

Thanking officers for the report, Councillor Morgan noted that some of the Groups included sporting representatives and she sought further clarity around that. 

The Director advised that the Sports Forum referred to by the Member comprised of a number of different sporting organisations which had come together to create the Forum. He confirmed that he would ask officers to look into this matter also.

Councillor Morgan welcomed the Director’s comments adding that she would look forward to sports organisations being encouraged to come together rather than a focus being on just one sport.  

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Brady, seconded by Councillor Hennessy, that the recommendation be adopted.

5.	DfE project gigabit – update (FILE DEVP34) (Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Place and Prosperity detailing that Telecommunications, including digital infrastructure, was a reserved matter which sat with the UK Government. The Northern Ireland Department for the Economy (DfE) played a key operational role in this area particularly where there was evidenced market failure.

Update
On 4 February 2026, DfE invited representatives from the 11 Northern Ireland Councils to be briefed on work done and work planned by DfE in the area of Digital Infrastructure. 

DfE reported against work done to avail of UK Government committed funds for digital infrastructure (£5 billion across the whole of the UK for hardest to reach communities). 

This work had included:

· Open market review with digital infrastructure solution providers
· Public review 
· Procurement launch with standard selection Questionnaire stage
· ITT Procurement stage
· Final Tender evaluation
As a result of this work, the Department had now procured Fibrus Networks Ltd to deliver what was being called “Project Gigabit” throughout Northern Ireland. The project was part of the Gigabit infrastructure subsidy scheme operated by Building Digital UK (BDUK), part of DSIT (Department of Science Information and Technology), which provided the capital funding for gigabit subsidies here and in Great Britain.

Following DfE’s compliant procurement and evaluation process, which included social value and risk analysis, the UK Government had approved DfE’s recommended award of £34.6m. This would result in 9,333 premises in Northern Ireland being serviced with gigabit capable infrastructure in a contract managed by the department.
	
The DfE process and subsequent approval by UK Government had arrived at a list of premises identified for intervention (Premises in Bid) and Premises that were identified but which were not being addressed by Project Gigabit (Premises not in Bid).

[image: ]

DfE had reported that premises not in the bid were as a result of factors such as:

· Commercial entities in the digital infrastructure market were already looking to services those areas
· Areas had already been serviced
· Wayleave issues
· Located on islands
· Issues of proximity to nearest connection point and AONB
In addition, DfE had reported that officials were actively exploring additional funding sources and alternative solutions to enhance service provision for those locations.

Next Steps
DfE would begin work on Local Area Reviews. This would determine any required changes to the intervention areas based on current information from the market.
DfE had provided maps (Appendix 1- DfE Project Gigabit PowerPoint) illustrating intervention areas for all 11 Councils in addition to a post code checker to verify if a post code was set for intervention. The post code checker was available at:



RECOMMENDED Council Notes the content of this report and the attached DfE PowerPoint presentation.

Councillor Hennessy proposed, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.

The proposer, Councillor Hennessy, welcomed the report and recommendation. 

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Hennessy, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.

6.	NOTICES OF MOTION REFERRED TO COMMITTEE BY COUNCIL

6.1.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor W Irvine and Councillor S Irvine

Councillor W Irvine proposed, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that this Council commends the continued work and dedication of the South East Fermanagh Foundation (SEFF). For many years, the organisation has provided invaluable support, advocacy, and practical assistance to victims and survivors across Northern Ireland ensuring that their voices are heard and their needs are not forgotten. 

We agree to display the SEFF memorial quilt at a suitable location in the Borough to honour innocent victims, educate the public about the impact of the Troubles, and ensure the legacy and memory of those lost continues to be recognised.

The proposer, Councillor W Irvine, commented that the impact of the services provided by SEFF had been both profound and far-reaching, particularly for individuals and communities affected by conflict and trauma. At its core, SEFF existed to support those who had experienced loss, violence, and hardship as a result of the Troubles. Through its work, it had become more than just an organisation, it was a lifeline for many who might otherwise feel forgotten or overlooked. By offering practical assistance, emotional support, and advocacy, SEFF helped individuals rebuild their lives with dignity and hope.

One of the most significant impacts of SEFF's services was its commitment to victims and survivors. Many people carried invisible wounds such as grief, trauma, and unanswered questions. SEFF provided a safe space where those experiences were acknowledged and validated. Through counselling services, support groups, and remembrance initiatives, individuals were given the opportunity to heal, connect, and find strength in shared experiences. In addition, SEFF played a crucial role in ensuring that the voices of victims were heard. It advocated on their behalf, engaging with policymakers and the wider society to highlight their needs and concerns. 
Councillor Irvine stated that this work was essential in promoting justice, recognition, and fairness, ensuring that those affected by the past were not left behind in conversations about the future.

Continuing Councillor W Irvine stated that education was another key area where SEFF made a meaningful difference. By promoting awareness of the realities of conflict and its lasting consequences, the organisation helped to foster understanding among younger generations. This was vital in building a more peaceful and inclusive society, where the mistakes of the past were neither repeated nor forgotten. Furthermore, SEFF's community-based approach strengthened social bonds. It also brought people together across divides, encouraged dialogue, empathy, and mutual respect. In doing so, it also contributed to reconciliation and the gradual healing of communities still affected by division. In conclusion, the impact of SEFF's services could not be measured solely in numbers or programme, instead it was seen in the lives transformed, the voices empowered, and the hope restored. Its work reminded us that even in the aftermath of conflict, compassion, support, and understanding could pave the way toward healing and a better future for all.

The memorial quilt created by the SEFF was displayed for several interconnected reasons, mostly tied to remembrance, education, and recognition of those affected by the Troubles:

1. Remembrance of victims

The quilt served as a visual memorial to individuals who lost their lives during the conflict. Each panel typically represented a person, helping to humanize statistics and ensure victims were not forgotten.

2. Acknowledging impact on families and communities

By displaying names, images, and personal details, the quilt highlighted the lasting emotional and social impact on families and local communities, not just the individuals who were killed.

3. Raising awareness of the Troubles

It helped educate the public especially younger generations about the realities of the conflict in Northern Ireland, making history more tangible and personal.

4. Giving victims a voice

The quilt reflected the perspective of those represented by SEFF, many of whom were from unionist/loyalist backgrounds. Displaying it allowed their experiences and narratives to be seen and heard in wider discussions about the past.

5. Promoting reflection and dialogue

Public display could encourage conversation about memory, justice, and reconciliation, even if interpretations of the past differ.

6. Community healing and recognition

For many relatives, having their loved ones included in a memorial provided a sense of acknowledgment and dignity, which could be an important part of healing.

Continuing Councillor W Irvine referred to John McCready (Protestant civilian) who was murdered in a case of blatant sectarian murder. John was shot by Republican terrorists and died ten days afterwards from his injuries on 6 February 1976. Councillor Irvine advised that his son Martyn had asked him to bring forward this motion.  John had been returning from a Masonic meeting when he was stopped by two IRA men in a car who then opened fire and shot him four times. This happened on his wife's birthday. John was a well-liked and well-respected builder in Belfast. He grew up in Groomsport Village and Bangor where he was a part-time member of the Fire Service. He met and married Catherine (Renee) Rainey and they had a son, John Edward Martyn McCready. Councillor Irvine stated that John was a drummer with the Cleland Memorial Pipe Band for many years and a member of the Orange Lodge and Masonic fraternity. He was remembered on SEFF's most recent memorial quilt - A Patchwork of Innocents. His life centred around his work, home, family and his membership of those organisations and that was why the emblems had been chosen for John's patch on the Memorial Quilt.

In summing up Councillor Irvine reiterated the importance of members of the Council supporting his motion.

Rising as seconder of the motion, Councillor S Irvine commended the continued work of the SEFF. For many years, SEFF had stood as a vital source of support for victims and survivors and for people whose lives were forever changed by the violence of the Troubles. Their work was not just about services or advocacy but instead was about dignity, recognition, and ensuring that those who suffered were never overlooked or forgotten. Continuing he stated that it was worth noting that even today, this work of remembrance continued. He informed Members that today, SEFF had shared on their social media two patches from the Ballydugan Four - Private Smart and Private Birch. That simple act of remembrance showed how their commitment was ongoing, ensuring that individuals were not reduced to statistics, but remembered as people with names, stories, and families.
Councillor S Irvine confirmed that the proposal to display the SEFF memorial quilt within the Borough was both fitting and important. The quilt he stated was far more than a collection of stitched panels and instead it was a powerful, visual testament to human loss, resilience, and remembrance. Every piece told a story. Every name represented a life that mattered, a family impacted, and a community changed. 
Displaying the quilt in a public space offered several key benefits.
Firstly, it provided a place of reflection and for victims’ families and survivors, it was a visible acknowledgment of their pain and their experience. Something that should never be underestimated.
Secondly, it served an educational purpose for younger generations, who had not lived through the Troubles. The quilt helped bridge that gap in understanding and encouraged learning, reflection, and a deeper awareness of our shared history, something which was essential if we were to build a more peaceful and respectful future.
Thirdly, it promoted reconciliation and understanding. By recognising all innocent victims, a clear message was sent that every life lost mattered, and that remembrance could unite rather than divide.
Councillor S Irvine commented that this was not about reopening old wounds. Instead, it was about acknowledging them with honesty and respect, and ensuring that the lessons of the past were not lost. In supporting this motion, the Council would be affirming its commitment to remembrance, education, and compassion saying clearly that the voices of victims and survivors mattered, and that their stories deserved to be seen and heard. As such he urged Members to support the motion.
Rising in support of the motion, Alderman Adair thanked both Members for bringing the motion forward. It was particularly timely given that today was the anniversary of death of the Ballydugan four. On the morning of 9 April 1990, Private John Birch, Lance Corporal John Bradley, Private Michael Adams and Private Steven Smart, all members of the Ulster Defence Regiment, were murdered by the Provisional IRA in an attack on their mobile patrol on the Ballydugan Road, Downpatrick. Alderman Adair commented that he knew the Birch family well and as such his thoughts were with them today. The quilt included reference to Private John Birch and ensured that history was not rewritten. He made reference to recent comments made by the First Minister for Northern Ireland or ‘First Minister for all’ who had suggested there was no alternative to violence whenever there was an alternative to violence. He believed that the Council should stand with the innocent victims of the Troubles to ensure that their voices and the voices of their families along with their stories were never forgotten. Continuing Alderman Adair stated that he had seen the quilt at a variety of locations throughout Northern Ireland and believed that it would be very fitting to have it brought to the Borough adding that it would mean a lot to many families. He said that today and everyday thoughts would be with all of those families who had lost loved ones as the result of the Troubles. SEFF was one of many organisations which provided a voice for victims and he reiterated that all of those in the Council would never forget the loss and sacrifice of those families adding that they would always be remembered. As such he believed that this was a small but important step forwards and he urged Members to support the motion. 

Councillor Hennessy indicated that he was very happy to support the motion adding that he noted the quilt comprised eight different sections and as such he asked if the entire quilt would be brought to the Borough or just one section.

To clarify Councillor W Irvine advised that each section could be pieced together to make one large quilt and that was what was hoped could come to the Borough.

Thanking both Councillors for bringing forward the motion, Councillor Gilmour believed that it was fitting, right and proper for the quilt to be brought to the Borough. She added that it was important that a suitable place was found to display the quilt such as North Down Museum, Ards Arts Centre or Bangor Library. Continuing Councillor Gilmour commented that she would be keen for the entire quilt to come to the Borough as it told the entire story of the troubles particularly as was often the case history was being rewritten with innocent victims becoming confused with those set out to commit murder. The quilt not only represented those who had been left behind but also encouraged reflection on those who were robbed of their futures. One example was that of a thirteen year old girl blown up by the Shankill bomb whose mother had been determined to work towards justice for her daughter and had chosen not to be defined by that event. She added that for someone to say the victims were legitimate targets was very crass indeed especially to all of the innocent victims.  As such she reiterated her support for the motion and looked forward to welcoming the quilt to the Borough.

Wishing to also add his support and thank both Members for bringing their motion, Councillor Smart indicated that he had had many dealings with SEFF over the years and the support they provided had been second to none. He acknowledged that the wider community had suffered as the result of the terrible conflict with some communities and families bearing a heavier burden than most. Having attended the unveiling of the quilt he had found it quite emotional to see and he was fully supportive of it being brought to Borough as it told the story of those who had lost their lives while trying to preserve our safety. At this stage Councillor Smart paid tribute to his own cousin who had died in 1990, a dedicated soldier and Liverpool Football Club fan and that story of him and his three comrades on that terrible day was an important story to tell. As such Councillor Smart stated that he would be delighted if the Council could play its part in remembering him, his service and sacrifice along with all of those who had paid the ultimate price or suffered physical or mental hardship due to the conflict. 

At this stage the Mayor (Councillor McCollum) expressed her support for the motion and thanked the Members for bringing it forward. Remembrance was vital she stated as grief needed a space and trauma did not have an end date. Continuing she referred to ongoing research which enabled further understanding of intergenerational trauma and how it did not end with one generation but was carried down through younger generations. Councillor McCollum acknowledged the tremendous work carried out by SEFF and following on from some of the comments made she agreed that it would be fitting for the quilt to travel around the Borough to different venues. 

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter also rose in support thanking Members for their motion which she felt provided an opportunity to remember those innocent lives which had been lost. She recalled a conversation she had had with her children the previous week during the Easter holidays around the resurrection of Jesus and they had asked her if she knew anyone who had died for them to which she replied yes in the Wars and the troubles. As such she realised that in an attempt to shield her children from the devastation of the troubles there was also a need for them to know the history behind them now being able to live in peace in the Borough. As such and following conversations with her colleague she suggested that it might be nice for local schools to be invited along to view the quilt whenever it came to the Borough. Continuing Alderman Armstrong-Cotter agreed that the Town Hall in Newtownards could be the perfect location for the quilt to be viewed in the first instance and then it could travel around the Borough. The quilt she believed represented not only remembrance but hope that those lives lost were not given in vain. She expressed her thanks to SEFF for this project which provided an opportunity to remember the truth of all of those lives which had been given and taken. As such it was important for the Council to give it a home and give it space as well giving it promotion.

Councillor Edmund also thanked the two Members for their motion and wished to add his support for it. He believed the quilt would give the innocent people of the Borough who had suffered through injury or death time to reflect. 

Also rising in support Councillor Newman thanked both Members for bringing forward their motion adding that it would be very useful for GCSE History students to have access to this in the Borough. It would enable those young people to see the enormity of the loss of life during the troubles and looking at the quilt would enable those victims to be brought to life and demonstrate the huge loss during that time. 

At this stage Councillor Thompson commented that he had previously lived on the Shankill Road, Belfast and lived through two bombings and was thankful to have walked away from those. He thanked both Councillors for bringing forward their motion agreeing wholeheartedly with all of the comments which had been made in the Council Chamber. The memory of those who died needed to be preserved particularly as the impact on all of the families involved was devastating. Councillor Thompson reiterated his support for the motion.

By way of summing up Councillor W Irvine thanked Members for their supportive comments and welcomed the suggestion of involving local schools. He added that he looked forward to working with officers to bring that to fruition in due course.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that this Council commends the continued work and dedication of the South East Fermanagh Foundation (SEFF). For many years, the organisation has provided invaluable support, advocacy, and practical assistance to victims and survivors across Northern Ireland ensuring that their voices are heard and their needs are not forgotten. 

We agree to display the SEFF memorial quilt at a suitable location in the borough to honour innocent victims, educate the public about the impact of the Troubles, and ensure the legacy and memory of those lost continues to be recognised.

(Councillor W Irvine & Councillor S Irvine left the Council Chamber at this stage  - 7.38pm)

7.	ANY OTHER NOTIFIED BUSINESS
	
There were no items of Any Other Notified Business.

NOTED.

Exclusion of public/press 

AGREED, on the proposal of Councillor Gilmour, seconded by Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 


REPORTS FOR APPROVAL (IN CONFIDENCE)

8.	LOCAL ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP (LEP) UPDATE (FILE ED136)(Appendix III)
	
**IN CONFIDENCE**

Exemption Reason:
4. Exemption: consultations or negotiations



If Multiple:               



SUMMARY The LEP report is in confidence given the negotiations that are happening in the task and finish groups and which will form the base of the procurement for each programme. There is also HR issues about staff being recruited.

DIRECTOR SUPPLEMENTARY COMMENTS

**IN CONFIDENCE**

The Director gave an update on the appointment process for the Head of Economic Growth and the Head of Strategic Capital Development positions.

NOTED. 

Re-admittance of public/press 

AGREED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting. 

Termination of meeting 

The meeting terminated at 7.52pm.
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