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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

5 May 2026
Dear Sir/Madam

You are hereby invited to attend a hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of the
Corporate Services Committee of Ards and North Down Borough in the Council
Chamber, 2 Church Street, Newtownards, on Tuesday 12 May 2026 commencing
at 7pm.

Yours faithfully
Susie McCullough

Chief Executive
Ards and North Down Borough Council

AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. Declarations of Interest

Reports for Approval:

3. Request for Civic Reception - Ballywalter Presbyterian Church (Report
attached)

Reports for Noting:

4. Notice of Motion:

a) Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Morgan and Alderman
McAlpine:

That this council strongly condemns the blocking of the establishment of
an Independent Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) by the DUP in
the Assembly and Executive; further condemns the hypocrisy of those
who express concern over the Lough Neagh crisis, the illegal dump at
Mobuoy and wider environmental degradation, but refuse to support
plans to enhance environmental accountability and safeguards; notes
that a commitment to an IEPA was contained within the New Decade,
New Approach Deal; agrees that it is undemocratic for an IEPA to be
unilaterally vetoed by one party which represents a minority in the
Assembly as a whole; agrees to write to the Secretary of State for
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Northern Ireland to ask him to urgently convene a process of institutional
reform, in consultation with the Irish Government and local parties, to
remove blockages and vetoes from Stormont’s system of government;
and to ask the Secretary of State to take meaningful steps to ensure that
commitments in New Decade, New Approach are implemented.

5. Any Other Notified Business

ITEMS 6 — 13 ***IN CONFIDENCE***

Reports for Approval:

6. Extension of contract for provision of Valuation Services (Report attached)
7. Open Space Land at Old Holywood Road, Holywood (Report attached)
8. Land at Whitespots (Report attached)

9. Renewal of licences to Holywood Cricket Club at Seapark for nets and
container (Report attached)

10. Request for a boundary rectification and easement at Ballygowan Road,
Comber (Report attached)

11. Licence to Holywood Shared Town - Land at Redburn (Report attached)
12. Lease to Ards and Donaghadee Cricket Club (Report attached)
13. Land at Bangor Road, Newtownards - Proposed Exchange (Report attached)

MEMBERSHIP OF CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE (16 MEMBERS)

Alderman Brooks Councillor S Irvine

Alderman Graham Councillor W Irvine

Alderman Mcllveen Alderman McRandal (Vice-Chair)
Alderman Smith Councillor Thompson

Councillor Chambers Councillor McBurney

Councillor Cochrane (Chair) Councillor McCracken

Councillor Gilmour Councillor Quinn

Councillor Kennedy Councillor Moore
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Unclassified Ards and
North Down
Borough Council
ITEM 3
Ards and North Down Borough Council
Report Classification Unclassified
Exemption Reason Not Applicable
If multiple:
Meeting Corporate Services Committee
Date of Meeting 12 May 2026
Responsible Director Director of Corporate Services
Responsible Head of Head of Corporate Governance
Service
Report title Request for Civic Reception - Ballywalter
Presbyterian Church
Attachments
File Reference (if
applicable)
Legislation Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014
Resource Implications Budget
Narrative: Civic Event budget in place.
Screening The Council will commit to consider the implication of
Requirements all reports under the categories of Section 75, Rural
Needs, Data Protection, Climate and Sustainability:
Screening of report not required
Link to Corporate Plan TR :
Priority and Outcome Priority 3: Social
Choose an item.
If multiple:

Background

A formal request has been received from Alderman Smith and Councillors Wray and
Smart proposing that a Civic Reception be held in honour of Ballywalter Presbyterian
Church.
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The proposed reception would commemorate the Church’s 400th anniversary.
Ballywalter Presbyterian Church is one of the oldest Presbyterian congregations in
Ireland and marked this significant milestone on 6 March 2026, reflecting the
installation of the Rev. James Hamilton, the first Presbyterian minister in Ballywalter.
The congregation is recognised as the oldest Presbyterian community in the Ards
Peninsula.

Given the historical importance of Ballywalter Presbyterian Church and the
significance of its 400 years of ministry and service, it is considered appropriate that
a Civic Reception be held in 2026 to mark this notable anniversary.

Key Issues

Council Policy on Civic Receptions

The Council’s Policy for Civic Receptions requires requests to be submitted in writing
to the Chief Executive and signed by at least three Elected Members. The request,
once received, is assessed against set criteria and an officer’s report, with an
appropriate recommendation, is prepared for consideration by the Corporate
Services Committee.

Assessment Criteria for a Civic Reception
The criterion against which each request will be assessed are as follows: -

1. Exceptional Service to the Borough/Local Community and a Significant
Anniversary
The exceptional service should be in the areas of Voluntary or Charitable work
AND the anniversary should be a milestone of 25-year increment anniversaries.
OR
2. A Very Significant or Unique Achievement
An achievement which would be recognised throughout Northern Ireland and
beyond and the recipient has a strong association with the Borough.

Next Steps

This request has been submitted in line with agreed procedures and meets the
criteria for a civic reception as stated in point 1 above - Exceptional Service to the
Borough/Local Community and a Significant Anniversary. The cost can be met from
the 2026/27 civic budget.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that Council Agrees to offer Ballywalter Presbyterian Church a
Civic Reception to acknowledge 400 years since its formation and should the offer
be accepted, proceeds to arrange same on a date to be agreed by relevant parties.
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