


 

The Housing Executive delivers investment for a wide range of services, we are the Home 

Energy Conservation Authority, and we have interests in energy and renewable energy 

policy.  To support the provision of sustainable communities, the Housing Executive 

undertakes significant regeneration work, often in partnership with the Council, 

government agencies and local communities.  Regeneration in Ards and North Down 

Borough Council has been supported by the Housing Executive’s work in Community 

Planning and through our policies and strategies, and by allocating funding, for Social 

Enterprise, Good Relations, Community Involvement, Community Cohesion, and 

Community Safety.  We also have a Rural Strategy and Action Plan and a Sustainability 

Strategy.  

 

As the draft Plan Strategy is an important document, it will be subject to an Independent 

Examination and is a material consideration in planning decisions, the Housing Executive 

wishes to demonstrate support to draft Plan Strategy Policies that can further enable 

sustainable development.   

 

We support the Plan Objectives, in particular the Social Objectives: 

• To provide a sufficient supply of land for new housing to support the Council’s 

growth ambition and facilitate delivery to meet diverse housing needs up to 2032.  

• To create sustainable residential environments which are designed to a high 

standard, well connected and inclusive of the needs of all potential inhabitants.  

• To support rural communities by providing appropriate and sustainable 

opportunities for development in the countryside.  

• To build sustainable resilient communities where people have good access to 

housing, employment, shops, public transport, active travel, healthcare, community 

and cultural facilities.  

• To improve health and wellbeing - by facilitating health, education, community and 

cultural facilities in accessible locations and creating places that encourage a 

healthy lifestyle through the provision of high-quality open space and sporting 

facilities, informal leisure spaces and increase opportunities to walk, wheel, or 

cycle. 

 

We also welcome Policies HOU 3 and HOU 12 which can facilitate the delivery of 

affordable housing to help address housing needs, including for those in housing stress. 

We support HOU 3 which states at least 20% affordable housing will be required on sites 

of 5 or more housing units or on a site of 0.1 hectares or more.  We believe this will help 

address affordable housing need.  As there is a high level of committed housing sites, we 

believe that the five-unit threshold is appropriate to maximise the number of sites to which 

the policy can be applied.   

 

This policy approach will help ensure mixed tenure development and sustainable 

communities.  This will also mean that windfall sites will contribute to meeting housing 



need and mixed tenure development.  We believe mixed tenure development leads to 

more inclusive neighbourhoods and avoids area-based deprivation. 

 

We welcome the retention of a rural exceptions policy, HOU 12, where a need has been 

identified by the Housing Executive.  While we prefer affordable housing to be delivered 

through planned development, the inclusion of policy HOU 12 will provide flexibility should 

need rise over the Plan period.   

 

As the Housing Executive wishes to respond fully to the draft Plan Strategy and while we 

understand an eight-week consultation for a draft Plan Strategy, is a legislative 

requirement, we welcomed the a “soft launch” providing additional time to scrutinise the 

draft Plan in sufficient detail. 

 

As we strongly support the Policies within the dPS, and we would like to attend the Public 

Hearing as part of the Independent Examination to present evidence and information 

associated with our representation.  

 

Please see our detailed consideration of the dPS policies, enclosed. 

   

Yours sincerely,   

Grainia Long   

Chief Executive   
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Retail Strategy 242 Support We strongly welcome these policies which promote the regeneration of the Borough’s town centres 
as quality places to live, work, shop and visit. We support the promotion of a town centre first 
approach for retail and other complementary functions, enhancing diversity of use to ensure town 
centres are attractive, viable and sustainable which reflects policy within the SPPS. The Housing 
Executive supports the policy approach of protecting and encouraging town centre living; town 
centre living initiatives such as Living Over the Shops can stimulate additional activity and footfall, 
supporting a daytime and evening/night time economy, thereby assisting regeneration.  This will 
help promote accessible retail and services, an important element of sustainable communities and 
can provide additional affordable housing provision.   
 
We support the promotion of high design standards and positive placemaking to ensure town 
centres are sustainable, accessible and attractive to shoppers, visitors, tourists and businesses 
(paragraph 11.6), however, we believe that this statement could also include residents. There is 
potential for a planning policy to support town centre living that ensures there is sufficient 
infrastructure provision, such as bin storage, adequate natural light, space standards and access to 
amenity space, to ensure high quality, sustainable housing.   
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