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PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY EVIDENCE FORM

Important Note:
The object of this enquiry is simply to reach the truth of the matter, whatever it may be.  Applicants are therefore asked to answer the questions as fully as possible and not to keep back any information, whether for or against the claim that the route in question is or is not a public right of way. This is of particular importance if the information is to be of real value in establishing the status of the route.

Please provide a map or diagram of the route

	
Name of applicant:
	


	
Address:
	


	
	


	
Postcode:
	


	
	

	
Telephone No:
	


	
Date of Birth:
	

	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk206685785] Occupation:             ___________________________________________________

  Email:                     ___________________________________________________



Location of path:
	From:
	To:


	
Townland:
	


	
Nearest town/village:
	




Believed status of the route, please tick all that apply: 

Footpath:        |_| Yes  |_| No  

Bridle path:     |_| Yes  |_| No   

Carriageway:  |_| Yes  |_| No

	1: Do you believe the route in question to be a public right of way?

	[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]|_| Yes  |_| No

	If yes, for how many years have you held this belief? Please give details as to why you hold this belief.

	

	2:  What is the approximate length and         width of the route?
	
Length
	
Width

	
	

	3: Does the route link two public places?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	4: Where does the route begin?
	

	    Where does the route end?
	

	    Does the route cross any other places?
	

	State any features on the route that        helps define its line                                                                    

	

	5: Have you used the above route?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	       a)   If yes, for how many years?
	

	      b)   Where were you going to and           from? 
	

	c) For what purpose (pleasure, business, work, shops, walk etc.)?
	

	d) Approximately, how many times a year?
	

	e) By what means (e.g. On foot, horseback or vehicle)?
	

	6: Are you aware if the route is used by other people?  If yes:
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	a) For what purpose?
	

	b) By what means? (on foot, horseback, vehicle)
	

	
	

	7: Does the route follow a clearly defined track?  If so:
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	a) Has the route always run over the same course?
	
|_| Yes  |_| No

	b) If it has ever been diverted, please give details and dates.
	

	c) Is this an acceptable diversion?
	


	
8: Have there ever been:
	

	a) Any stiles, or gates on the route?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	b) Any notices on the route?
	|_| Yes  |_| No  

	If you have answered yes to questions (a) and (b) above please state (with details of location and dates) where the stiles or gates or notices stood, and what was on the notices.
	

	
	

	9: Who do you believe to own or occupy the land(s) crossed by the route?
	

	
	

	10: Were you working for any land owner/occupier of this route at the time when you used it?
If so, please give particulars and dates:

	|_| Yes  |_| No

	11: Were you a tenant of any such owner?
If so, please give particulars and dates:
 
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	12: Did you ever receive any instructions from the landowner/occupier as to the use of this route by the public? 
If so, what were they?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	
	

	13: Have you ever been stopped or turned back when using this route?

If so, please give particulars                              


a) Do you know, or have you heard of anyone else who was stopped or turned back? 
 If so, please give particulars.

	
|_| Yes  |_| No 





|_| Yes  |_| No

	
	

	14: Were you ever told by any owner or tenant of the land on which the route lies, or by anyone in their employment, that the route was not public?  

If so, please state when and give particulars and dates.
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	
	

	15: Have you ever known any locked gates or other obstruction along the route?  
If so, please state when and give particulars.
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	
	

	16: Have you ever seen notices such as “Private”, “No Road”, “No Thoroughfare” or “Trespassers will be Prosecuted”, on or near the route?  
If so, what did the notices say?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	17: Have you ever been given permission to use the route?
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	If yes, by whom?
	

	
	

	18: Do you have/know of any other evidence to support or deny a public right of way claim concerning this route (e.g. historical information/ written evidence of other people / maps)?
Please feel free to attach any relevant documents:
	|_| Yes  |_| No

	
	

	19: Please use this space to provide any other information relevant to this route.
	












Documentary evidence can come from a wide range of sources, including but not limited to: title deeds and maps, private estate records, court proceedings, local newspaper articles, records of Government departments, records of other bodies, architects and surveyors drawings, old railway/canal plans and schedules, documents held by local history societies, any historical text references, Ordnance Survey maps, Ordnance Survey memoirs, old maps including aerial maps, photographs including aerial photos and other relevant sources.


I hereby certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the facts that I have stated are true. I understand that I may be required to attend a hearing or Court to give evidence on oath on this matter should this prove necessary.
	
Signature:
	

	Please print name:
	

	Number of pages in application:
	

	Date:
	





Please remember to include a map or diagram of the route!


Please return to: The Public Rights of Way Officer,
                           Ards and North Down Borough Council,
                           City Hall, The Castle,
                           Bangor
                           BT20 4BT


[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Ards and North Down Borough Council’s Compliance Section has collected the information on this form only for the purpose of fulfilling its public duty under the Access to the Countryside (NI) Order 1983.  Your information will not be shared with a third party without your consent but will be held by the Council in line with Council’s data protection policy.  You have a right to see and review the information held on you. If you wish to request your personal information or have a data protection query, please contact the Data Protection Officer, at Ards and North Down Borough Council, City Hall, The Castle, Bangor, BT20 4BT, Email: dataprotection@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk Tel: 0300 013 3333.  
] 
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