The Blair Mayne Bursary Guidance Notes 
Background

The legacy of great men such as Blair Mayne is the freedom in all its forms which has, and continues to be, enjoyed by hundreds of millions of people across the world today.

The response to the public appeal for the memorial to Colonel Mayne was so great that the funds raised exceeded the amount required to commission the bronze statue which now graces Conway Square in Newtownards. Consequently, the Council decided to use these surplus funds to establish the Blair Mayne Bursary. 

Who Can Apply?

The Bursary welcomes applications:

· From residents of the Ards and North Down Borough who are aged between 10 years and 25 years, from the closing date of applications (26 February 2026)
· Previous applicants that had been unsuccessful are able to apply; however previous  winners are except.

What Are the Categories?

There are four categories:

· academic study

· sport. 
· adventure training 
· disability 
Ards and North Down Borough Council are committed to supporting young people with disabilities across all the above categories.
What Level of Funding Is Available?

Each bursary is £1000.

How can I apply?
By sending an audio application which is no longer than 3 minutes duration to bmbursary@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk making sure you record your name, address and date of birth.
Online at https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/Blair-Mayne-Bursary making sure to record your name, address, and date of birth on the application form.  
By calling into one of our two council offices to pick up an application.

The Castle, City Hall, Bangor BT20 4AB.

2 Church Street Newtownards BT23 4AP.
Audio - the committee will only accept 3 minutes of audio, please be as succinct as possible providing information on the 4 criteria listed below.
Paper and Online applications – the committee will only accept applications of no more than 200 words, please be as succinct as possible providing information on the 4 criteria listed below.
Remember that the Bursary’s guiding principle is ‘aspiring to excellence’ and therefore, all applications are scored with the following criteria and should clearly indicate how the bursary would demonstrate each:

Your application will be assessed using the below.
· Relentless pursuit of excellence/self-belief- A history or aspiration to be the very best at what you do (10 points)
· Personal Resilience – The ability to overcome failure, disappointment, and adversity (10 points)
· Humility – A track record and commitment to support others (10 points)
· Service (actively engaged in your community) – A history of service or commitment to be a positive contributor of society. (10 points)
As special emphasis is placed on these areas, applicants should try to address them when completing their applications. 

When Will I Know the Outcome?
The Blair Mayne Bursary Committee will meet to assess applications in March, and applicants will be informed of the outcome in writing thereafter.

Award Ceremony will be held for the winners on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at the Arts Centre, Town Hall, Conway Square, Newtownards BT23 4NP.
For further information contact the Corporate Customer Service Manager, Susan Senior, Ards and North Down Borough Council, City Hall, The Castle, Bangor, BT20 4BT, Tel 0300 013 3333 Ext 40272 or email susan.senior@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
Blair Mayne Bursary

Application Form
The Blair Mayne Bursary was established in memory of Lt Col Robert Blair Mayne DSO and makes awards to young people from the Ards and North Down Borough who aspire to excellence in the fields of academic study, sport, and adventure training. We will also support young people with disabilities across all the categories.
	Full Name:


	

	Address:


	

	Postcode:


	

	Tel No:


	

	E- mail:


	

	Date of Birth & Age:


	


	Qualifying Activity:


	Sport   Academic Study 
Adventure Training  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disability Award 

	Please give details of your project or activity, making sure you refer to the guidance notes provided.


	



Completed audio or application form should be emailed or returned by Thursday 26th February 2026 at 12.00 noon to bmbursary@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk  or FAO Lyn McBride Customer Services Department, Ards and North Down Borough Council, City Hall, The Castle, Bangor, BT20 4BT, Tel, Lyn McBride on 0300 013 3333 Ext 40734.
