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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A special meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held in the Council Chamber on Sunday, 11 September 2022 commencing at 4.00 pm. 

	PRESENT:

	

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Douglas)

	Aldermen:




	Gibson 
Irvine 
Keery 
McDowell

	McIlveen
M Smith   
Wilson  


	Councillors:



	Armstrong-Cotter
Blaney 
Boyle
Brooks
Cathcart  
Chambers 
Cooper 
Edmund 
Gilmour
Greer  
S Irvine 
Irwin
 

	Kendall 
MacArthur
McAlpine 
McClean 
McKee 
McKimm
McRandal 
Moore 
Smart   
Smith, P  
Smith, T 







Officers:	Chief Executive (S Reid), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough), Director of Administration and Human Resources (W Swanston) Corporate Communications Manager (C Jackson), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor (Councillor Douglas) welcomed everyone to the meeting and then invited the Chief Executive to read the Council prayer. 

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES 

The Mayor sought apologies at this stage and noted apologies had been received from Aldermen Carson and Girvan, Councillors Adair, Cummings, Dunlop, Edmund, Johnson, T Smith and Walker.   
NOTED.

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Mayor sought Declarations of Interest at this stage and none were declared.

NOTED.

4.	Tributes for the life of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

The Mayor began by indicating that this Special Council meeting had been called at what was a very sad time for our nation, to pay tribute to our late Sovereign, Queen Elizabeth II, and express our sympathies to the Royal Family.  
 
She invited everyone to stand for two minutes of silence to reflect on the inspirational life and legacy of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. 

TWO MINUTE SILENCE

The Mayor stated that Members would be aware that Queen Elizabeth had passed away on Thursday 8 September 2022, aged 96 and the Mayor said that she would take a few moments to remember and celebrate the long and fulfilling life that The Queen had led. 

When Princess Elizabeth was born it was never expected that she would become Queen.  Her father was King George V's second son, so it was thought she would live the life of a minor royal.  However, when her uncle abdicated the throne in 1936, he laid the path for her to become the longest-serving monarch in the history of the United Kingdom.  She had been just eleven years old at the time of his abdication.  

Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor was born on 21 April 1926. Unlike other Royal babies of the period, she had not been born in a castle or palace, but rather in a house in Mayfair, London.

At the age of six years, Elizabeth had told her riding instructor that she wanted to become a "country lady with lots of horses and dogs".

She was said to have shown a remarkable sense of responsibility from a very early age. Winston Churchill was quoted as saying that she possessed "an air of authority that was astonishing in an infant".

The young princess briefly joined the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) towards the end of the war, learning to drive and service a lorry. She participated enthusiastically at VE Day, joining the Royal Family at Buckingham Palace as thousands gathered in The Mall to celebrate the end of the war in Europe.    

In 1947 she married Prince Phillip, and so began a union that was to last more than seventy-three years.  We saw many examples of their very strong bond and sympathised with her in her grief at his passing in April 2021.      

Queen Elizabeth began her reign on 6 February 1952.  She learnt of her father’s sad passing while on an official visit to Kenya at the age of twenty-five.  Her Coronation did not take place until June 1953.  On the eve of her Coronation, she made a radio broadcast to the Commonwealth in which she pledged her devotion to its people, saying “Throughout all my life and with all my heart I shall strive to be worthy of your trust.”  Reflecting back those were indeed the most fitting of words for a monarch whose first priority was service to the Crown and service to her people.  

During her seventy years on the throne we were honoured to welcome Queen Elizabeth to the Borough on several occasions.  Her most celebrated visit was with the Duke of Edinburgh in 1961. The Royal Yacht docked in Bangor Bay, and they enjoyed a number of engagements in the area, including one in Bangor Castle. Prince Philip raced in the Royal Ulster Yacht Club’s Regatta and Her Majesty presented awards to some of the winners.  

The Mayor went on to say that it was fitting to recognise the Queen’s contributions to Northern Ireland's peace process, through both her words and her actions.  She had visited Northern Ireland more than twenty times, but it was perhaps her visit to Dublin in 2011 that was most politically and historically significant.  Her Majesty was the first British monarch to visit the city for more than one hundred years.  She used the ground-breaking four-day trip to try to address the wounds of the past.

In remarks issued to mark the centenary of Northern Ireland in May 2021, Her Majesty the Queen said: "The continued peace is a credit to its people, upon whose shoulders the future rests."

The Mayor had been extremely proud that her first engagement as Mayor of Ards and North Down was celebrating The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022.   During the superb Bank Holiday weekend of activities, she was fortunate to welcome the Queen’s son, Prince Edward and his wife, Sophie, the Countess of Wessex, to the new City of Bangor – an accolade that had just been received through the Platinum Jubilee Civic Honours Competition.  Like many in the Borough she was sure, she now looked back on that event and was extremely thankful to have been part of what was both a unique and very special occasion. 
  
She acknowledged that many Members of the Council would wish to speak this evening and so wished to close by echoing the words of the new King Charles III. 
“We mourn profoundly the passing of a cherished sovereign. I know her loss will be deeply felt throughout the country, the realms, and the Commonwealth, and by countless people around the world.”

She reminded Members that Books of Condolences for Her Majesty had been opened – both online and in hard copy form at the Town Hall in Bangor and Arts Centre/Town Hall in Newtownards and encouraged them to take the opportunity to leave their own personal tribute. 

She invited the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Blaney to say a few words.

Councillor Blaney explained that his parents had served in the Royal Ulster Constabulary and on a few of the occasions when the Queen had visited Northern Ireland his father had driven the Queen’s car.  The memory of meeting her was an emotional one for him, as it was for the many others she had touched during her reign.  As a Sovereign she was held by the nation, and the wider world most highly and had been the only monarch he had ever known.  Her loss was in many ways quite scary since she had provided ongoing stability to the nation and she would be sorely missed.  He paid tribute to her service and dedication to duty which had never faltered over many years.  The Proclamation of the new King Charles III at Bangor Castle earlier that day had been a remarkable event and he encouraged everyone to take solace in the late Queen’s words and hold what she did in high regard while having confidence for the future.  

Speaking on behalf of the Democratic Unionist Party Group Alderman McIlveen was sure that some of his colleagues would wish to take the opportunity later in the meeting to offer their own condolences, to share their own memories and express their own grief at the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.  

He began saying that when The Queen was born it had not been envisaged that she would become our monarch. The abdication of her uncle, Edward VIII and the accession of her father to the throne meant that her life would take a very different course. It would be easy for naysayers to say that her life was one of unending privilege funded out of the public purse. However, hers was one of dedicated and unflinching public service which she dutifully executed for over seventy years as our Monarch, our Head of State, the Head of State of fourteen other countries at her death and Head of the Commonwealth of fifty-six nations. Perhaps the most famous woman in the world, the death of Queen Elizabeth made headlines across the globe resulting in an outpouring of grief in every corner of the world. She was more than just our Queen, she was The Queen. She seemed to be the embodiment of the words to our National Anthem: noble, gracious, long to reign over us.

That life was carried out in the glare of the public often painfully. Her life and the lives of her family picked over by the world’s press.  From the age of twenty-five when her father died, through the painful break ups of her children’s marriages, the deaths of her sister, her mother, Princess Diana, and her husband, and national tragedies, she had unflinching served the nation.

While devoted to her duty, Her Majesty was also devoted to her Christian faith. While The Queen had been a constant in many of our lives for the past seventy years, her faith in Jesus Christ was a constant in her life. Her Christianity was more than just as the ceremonial head of the Anglican Church. She took the opportunity many times during her addresses to the nation and the Commonwealth to speak about her strong faith and during his tribute, just last year, on the passing of her dear husband the Duke of Edinburgh, he had mentioned:

The former Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, declaring that the Duke had said “the Queen and I are strong in Jesus Christ”.  It is wonderful to think that the two of them are reunited once more in the glory of heaven – for The Queen was saved.

On behalf of the Democratic Unionist Party Group, he expressed deepest and sincerest condolences to the new King Charles III and the wider Royal Family. Theirs was a personal loss and he hoped they would find comfort in the expressions of grief and warm memories of this amazing woman. 

He concluded that as our nation entered the Carolean era, he wished King Charles III the strength and wisdom to fulfil his duties to the nation.

Alderman McDowell said that it was with profound sadness that the Alliance Party Group offered its heartfelt sympathies to the Royal Family at this sad time.  Personally, his thoughts and prayers went out to the entire Royal Family in their grief.  They were mourning a much-loved mother, grandmother and great-grandmother.

While they had lost a matriarch, the entire country and indeed the Commonwealth had lost a person who had been a figure-head and leader for seventy years.  Her loss would be keenly felt by many.  Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was one of the figures who came to define the 20th Century, as well as a large part of the 21st Century due, not only to her longevity, but her commitment and dedication to the country and Commonwealth.  Most people in this country had only ever known her in the role of sovereign and it would be incredibly strange to not see her there carrying out her duties.

Throughout her reign, the Queen had worked tirelessly in service to the country and Commonwealth, receiving praise from all quarters for her selfless dedication to the role. That was only one of the aspects of her life which would remain as her lasting legacy, and he hoped it brought her family, and indeed all those grieving, some comfort at this sad time.

He said we would thank Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for her unstinting public service to the United Kingdom.  Her Majesty’s dedication to duty and many charitable causes would not be forgotten and with the passage of time would be a cause for reflection and indeed celebration of her life.

In closing he wished our new King Charles III well for the future and a long and glorious reign as our new monarch. 

Councillor P Smith spoke for the Ulster Unionist Party Group.  On a personal note, he wished to thank the Mayor, the Chief Executive and the many Members who had contacted him to express their condolences on the sad death of his mother in Majorca last weekend.  He had appreciated the kind words and support by him and the wider family circle.  

His mother, Lorna, had been a tremendous royalist, and would have been greatly saddened to hear of Her Majesty’s death.  Like many families, every Christmas at 3 o’clock his family had to watch The Queen’s Address to the Nation and his mother commented all the way through that broadcast about how well The Queen would have looked, what she was wearing, where she was sitting, and so on, until the ten minutes were up and the rest of the family had missed the message itself.  Those sorts of memories showed how The Queen brought together millions of people and provided, as we thought, and enduring figurehead for our nation.  

In that context he wanted to address his remarks to the personal nature of the loss of Her Majesty and to remember the impact on the Royal Family.  Firstly, The Queen was a mother, grandmother and a great grandmother and thoughts must be with them as they grieved her loss.  

He went on to say that everyone had experienced the loss of a loved one – it is particularly raw for him at the moment as he mourned his mother – but it must be extraordinarily difficult for the Royal Family in the full glare of publicity with every deed and word reported around the world.  

His thoughts were especially with our new King, Charles III, as he took on the weight of the monarchy whilst also grieving for his mother.  

On behalf of the Ulster Unionist Group he extended sympathy to the Royal Family at this difficult time.  

There was not much he could say in tribute to Queen Elizabeth that had not been said across the media in the past 48 hours.  But one fact that he had read in the New Stateman stuck with him:  

The Queen’s last public act as Monarch took place on Tuesday when she had appointed a new Prime Minister.  Liz Truss was Her Majesty’s 15th Prime Minister during her 70 year reign.  Prime Minister Truss was born in 1975.  The Queen’s first Prime Minister was Winston Churchill who was born in 1874 – which gave a remarkable context to the incredible length of The Queen’s reign and the generations and eras it had spanned.  

Councillor P Smith said that for him the Queen had encapsulated the best of British values, dignified, loyal, dutiful, decent, stoic, quietly patriotic and with a sense of humour that was best exemplified by her wonderful skit with Paddington Bear during her recent Jubilee.  

It had been said that we would not see her like again.  

She was not only the United Kingdom’s Queen but the world’s Queen.  
For 70 years she had served the nation in an exemplary fashion.  
May she rest easy, Her Duty Done. 

Councillor McKee spoke for the Green Party Group and said that it was with sadness that we were meeting today.  It was hard to imagine the United Kingdom without the Queen.  She had been a great leader of our time, she lived what she believed and showed respect to all.  She had a transparent intimacy with people and was a direct and astute communicator.  She had been a valued peacemaker in Northern Ireland and had left us with much to celebrate in the hope of peace and reconciliation.   In doing so she had brought hope to other peacemakers throughout the world.  He hoped that she would rest in peace.   

It was with a heavy heart that Councillor Cooper came to the meeting today in the wake of the passing of our greatest ever monarch of the United Kingdom, Queen Elizabeth II.  

As others had paid their tributes, he could not help but think of all the occasions when Her Majesty had led our great nation with dignity and calm reassurance.  

Of course, today marked the 21st Anniversary of the terrorist attack in New York, where so many tragically lost their lives and he could recall vividly Her Majesty reacting with dignity and elegance in the aftermath, making us all proud to have such a fine example of diplomacy, decency and indeed, humanity as our head of state.  

Throughout the turbulent waters of life, Queen Elizabeth oversaw so many global events, including personal losses and national tragedies.  Most recently losing her beloved husband after 72 years of marriage was an unparalleled loss, and undoubtedly took its unsurprising toll. 

Her Majesty visited this part of the United Kingdom frequently, 25 times in all, 22 of which as monarch, reaching out across the divide and inspiring so many from all walks of life.    

In what turned out to be her last detailed statement on Northern Ireland, in May 2021, she set out her concerns as well as her hopes for the future.   

The Queen said “It is clear that reconciliation, equality and mutual understanding cannot be taken for granted, and will require sustained fortitude and commitment.  During my many visits to Northern Ireland, I have seen these qualities in abundance, and look forward to seeing them again on future occasions.”

He hoped everyone present could cherish those sentiments and ensure the next generation would read them and perhaps be inspired by the central message of hope.  

Her love of the outdoors and a special fondness for dogs and horses was passed down by her late mother, with regular attendances at various horse racing venues throughout the years and the delight on her face when the famous colours finished first past the post was a joy to behold.  

In her mid-twenties life was to change forever with the death of her father and she was thrust into a lifetime of service for the nation.  Who could have guessed it would be so long and so devoted.    

The Queen had travelled endlessly far and wide to countries near and far, representing the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth was truly astonishing and when put into context of the advancement of age and the ever-present security concerns, it showed just how special she was and how fortunate we were to have her as our Queen.  

In closing he wished to express his sincere and heartfelt condolences to the entire Royal Family circle and put on record his pride in having had the honour to have served Her Majesty, and how humbled he was by her loyal, stoic an unstinting service to all the people of the United Kingdom and beyond.  

The world had lost a remarkable lady, our nation had lost its greatest monarch.  She would forever be in our hearts and forever interwoven into our nation’s history.   

Councillor Boyle spoke on behalf of the SDLP and said that Thursday 8th September 2022 was a very sad day in many people’s lives on learning of the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ll.   The Queen had dedicated her life to public service and was loved and admired by people around the world. 

She was also a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother and equally dedicated her life to those roles within and for her family. 

He noted a comment from the now Prince of Wales, Prince William, where he said:
“She was by my side at my happiest moments, and she was by my side during the saddest days of my life”.  

The Queen demonstrated great leadership throughout her life from her service during the Second World War, where she served in the Auxiliary Territorial Service to providing comfort to the nation in the recent Covid-19 pandemic.

 	Her Majesty, through her remarkable seventy-year reign was always keen, either through advice, guidance or her personal decision making to do the right thing. We could all recall and remember those images where she sat as a lone figure at the funeral last year of her husband of seventy-three years, Prince Phillip in the same way that so many other families had to do for their loved ones during the pandemic.  

	He paid tribute to her being one of the most consequential figures of the last century being in public life for nearly one hundred years and as Queen since 1952.

The Queen was an important figure for many people on the island of Ireland where she was and would continue to be remembered by many in the years to come.  

She must be acknowledged for playing an important role in helping to improve British/Irish relations with her 2011 visit to Ireland being a watershed moment being the first such visit by a British monarch since Irish Independence.

During the 2011 visit to Dublin the Queen made a number of significant gestures including speaking in the Irish language, visiting the Garden of Remembrance in Dublin which was dedicated to “all those who gave their lives in the cause of Irish freedom” as well as visiting Croke Park, a venue also stained with memories for the wrong reasons.

 	Throughout the Troubles the Queen called for an end to the violence that plagued Northern Ireland and urged reconciliation.  She used her Christmas address in 1987 to condemn the Enniskillen bombing and praised survivor Gordon Wilson for his Christian stance in forgiving those who killed his daughter Marie and calling for no reprisals. 

 	Like many families across Northern Ireland the Queen lost a loved one with her second cousin Lord Mountbatten murdered by the IRA at Mullaghmore, on the Mullaghmore Peninsula, Co. Sligo in 1979.  The Queen never let that personal loss cloud her view of Northern Ireland or its people and she only strengthened her desire to see peace achieved.  

Having lived a long life did not make it any easier to say goodbye to those we care about but he hoped that comfort could be found in the Queen’s many achievements and her long lasting impact on these islands.

Whatever a person’s view on Monarchy, the Royal Family or the Queen herself it was important that people show sensitivity and respect in the days and weeks ahead remembering that the Queen’s passing was a sombre occasion for many people in Northern Ireland and indeed the whole world.  

He finished by saying on behalf of the SDLP the thoughts of the party were with everyone who holds the Queen dear and particularly to the people of Northern Ireland at this very difficult time.  He hoped that she would rest in peace.  

Councillor T Smith said that it was with the heaviest of hearts that the Council met today since it was a meeting that everyone had hoped would never have to be called.  While it was known that nobody could live forever, in our heads we someone thought that someone as special as Her Majesty could and we would have wanted to keep her just that little bit longer.  The nation was still coming to terms with the shock and disbelief that the news had brought.  

Even though most people never knew Her Majesty personally there could be no doubt that she was an incredibly important part of people’s lives.  She was not simply Head of State, as the cornerstone of the United Kingdom’s constitutional and democratic system, but also as someone that we felt could unite and bring people together regardless of our many political divisions.  We saw her as someone who was able to speak with authority, clarity and wisdom during times of turmoil and we looked to her as someone who always seemed to be a fixed point of stability in an ever changing world.  

He went on to say that she was so much a part of our lives that we gladly welcomed Her Majesty into our homes each and every Christmas – to be part of that very special time of year when families and friends drew near to each other.   

It was only a few months ago that we saw how Her Majesty continued to unite people not just across this nation but also across the Commonwealth of nations as people from around the world came together to mark and celebrate her Platinum Jubilee.  The love and adoration felt and demonstrated for her at that time was palpable.  The world recognised that it had undoubtably lost a great woman and a remarkable Queen.  

Her passing had left a void in our hearts but while this was certainly a time for mourning, a time for grieving, a time for the shedding of tears, it should also be a time for celebration – a celebration of a life, the like of which we would never see again.  

His Majesty, King Charles III, said of his mother that hers was a life well lived – and we should remember that that life was a life dedicated to the service of others. 

Speaking on her 21st birthday the young Princess Elizabeth had said, 

“I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong”

Dedication, Service and Duty were not words that were heard very often in this world and indeed they were words that were often mocked and ridiculed as being outdated and old fashioned and yet those were words that she embodied – right up until the end and for which she was so deeply respected.  He contrasted The Queen against many others who seemed to be focused solely on themselves.  

He believed that we should learn from her example and should in the months and years ahead, commit to follow the great example of service that she had laid before us.   He suggested that we must also remember that Her Majesty was also a woman of strong faith, faith in Jesus Christ as her Lord and Saviour.  She believed firmly that to be absent from the body was to be present with her Lord.  And indeed, more than that, she knew that in the life hereafter she would also be reunited with her one, true earthly love, Prince Philip.   

As the Elizabethan age had drawn to a close Councillor T Smith, wondered what words of gratitude would be sufficient or adequate at this time and concluded that he could say nothing better than to echo the words of a small brown bear from Peru named Paddington who, not so long ago said, 

“Thank you Ma’am, for everything.”

Councillor McKimm was profoundly grateful for the opportunity on behalf of the constituents of Bangor Central to pay tribute to Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, at this time of deep sadness and deep national mourning.

It had struck him when thinking about Her Majesty the Queen that in life certain unexpected events could shape our lives in ways that we could never expect.  

When King Edward VIII abdicated in 1936 a series of events were initiated that would forever change the life of Prince Albert and his daughter Princess Elizabeth. They, each in their own way, rose to a challenge that otherwise may not have come to their lives.  Their dedication to the challenges they faced would shape the national life profoundly, setting an unmatched example of dedicated public service.  

Upon her Coronation as a young woman coming into what was very much a man’s world she appeared to those who observed her to be entirely undaunted.  She oversaw a radical transformation of the monarchy and through televised programming she opened up her family and private life, bringing her life and reign into the homes of those she served.  

Over the years she spoke candidly about her own struggles, declaring 1992 to be Annus Horribilis, in doing so bringing a sense of person and family to the role she was dedicated to.  

She had visited over 100 countries, carrying out more than 21,000 engagements, met with 14 American Presidents and saw 15 British Prime Ministers come and go, and much more.  

Her Majesty is on record saying, “Inevitably, a long life can pass by many milestones; my own is no exception”.   There was of course, those milestone celebrations of her reign in 1977, 2012 and 2022 all of which the public had special memories of.  

Locally, in the city of Bangor many would remember her visits in 1961 and 2009 and in recent days he had heard many recollections of children leaving school in 1961 to wave flags as she passed by.  One lady thought that the Queen was the Queen of the whole world.  

On a further visit in 2011, she reached out with the hand of peace as a bridge builder and set us an example of how we could reach forward to create a better and more peaceful future in Northern Ireland.   

Today, as we marked her passing and paid tribute to her life, we were reminded of the role model she had left us not only of her service but of her humanity.  

Her Majesty said, “the values of leadership are universal and are often about finding ways of encouraging people to combine their efforts and work together” later saying “everyone is our neighbour, no matter what colour, race or creed they are.”

He hoped that people would follow her example and lead and serve in ways that brought people together and inspire them towards greater inclusion and harmony.

As tributes poured in there had been many words that would capture Her Majesty’s legacy.  

As our Prime Minister, Liz Truss had said, “Britain is the country it is today because of her.”

For Councillor McKimm, it would be her example as a servant that would remain with him, “I declare before you all that my whole life, be it long or short, shall be devoted to your service”.  

He had spoken with many of his constituents in the last few days who had wanted to tell their story of their meeting with Her Majesty, The Queen.  Their stories differed, but one thing remained constant, in each instance the person who met her was made to feel that they were a someone, and not just an anonymous citizen.  They remembered her smile, and her laugh, her broad knowledge of almost any subject, but most of all her innate capacity to make them feel honoured.    

Some had not met her, like the older man who called him on Friday who said “I never met her, but we were married at the same time she married, our children were born at the same time.  We held our grandchildren around the same time, and I, like her, lost the love of my life.  Her Majesty, The Queen and I grew into old age together and now she has gone, I feel alone.”

Another constituent had said, “She was our national treasure more than that she was like a mother to us and to the nation”.   

Jacinda Adhern Prime Minister of New Zealand said: 

“Young or old, there is no doubt that a chapter is closing, and with that we share our thanks for an incredible woman we were lucky enough to call our Queen”.  

He finished by thanking the Queen for her service and the example she had set.   

Councillor Gilmour rose to pay tribute to the much loved Queen Elizabeth II.  She said that words could not describe the love, dedication and unwavering service the Queen had provided to the nation for her entire life.  It had been a remarkable life that had spanned generations and had touched every corner of the world.

The nation had been deeply shocked and saddened by the sudden passing on Thursday evening particularly since Queen Elizabeth II had been a constant reassuring presence for most people’s entire life.  From her grandmother’s generation who watched the Coronation on television, many, including her own grandmother, watching television for the first time that day.  The generation who saw the young princess Elizabeth become Queen Elizabeth II and followed her throughout the triumphs and challenges of her reign through a changing world. The Queen’s iconic image had been around most of us every day of our lives - not just for the big events like the state opening of parliament, Trooping of the Colour, the Platinum Jubilee or meeting heads of state but more simply from our money, our stamps, and by the wonders of television joining our families every Christmas Day.  She had been a faithful servant to the end, appointing her 15th Prime Minister only days before her sad passing.

Councillor Gilmour recalled that she had once seen the Queen in person during the 2002 Golden Jubilee celebrations when she had made a visit to Northern Ireland.  Security concerns being what they were her itinerary was not published for the trip so no one knew exactly where she was going.  However, it was the week of the Balmoral Show and she thought that perhaps the Queen might attend so as a sixteen year old who should have been revising for GCSEs she disappeared off to the show with her sister placing a Union Flag in her pocket just in case.  As the day had progressed, she could see a crowd gathering but could not get close enough to see what was going on.  Not wanting to miss out on a potential sighting of Her Majesty the sisters jumped over a wall, ran across the show ring and climbed a fence and onto a platform cheering and waving her flag just in time to see the Queen approaching and as she passed Her Majesty looked over and smiled with that twinkle in her eye and waved.  It was a simple thing, but it was a day she would never forget.  She saw her Queen and was aware that the Queen had also seen her.  

Beginning her life as the grand-daughter of the King, the abdication of Edward VIII placed Princess Elizabeth in line to be a future Queen and as our Queen she had grown to become the grandmother of the nation.  It had been a privilege for the nation to have lived through her reign and witnessed first-hand her kindness, compassion, strength and that wonderful humour.  Her three-year old’s lasting memory would be of when Queen Elizabeth II had tea at the palace with Paddington Bear.  

Councillor Gilmour was proud to have named her eldest child Elizabeth after our now late Queen, a strong and inspirational lady who we would never forget.  There would be some very emotional times in the days ahead as we lay our late Queen to rest and the moving images from earlier today as she took her final journey from Balmoral brought the reality of the situation home.  However, it was of comfort that the Queen had a strong and unwavering faith in the Lord and so she had gone to glory to be reunited with Him and her strength and stay, her beloved husband.

She offered her sincere sympathies to the Royal Family, for if we as a nation mourned, we must recall their loss of a mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  
She prayed that the new King may know the comfort and support of his family and the nation and that by the Grace of God may be reign for many years to come. 

Alderman Irvine spoke of Queen Elizabeth II as being a remarkable woman and probably the greatest Monarch in history and was cherished, admired and respected right across the world.  She had been inspiring in times of turmoil and remained steadfast and immovable at difficult moments in the life of the nation, such as during the Covid-19 pandemic.   She lived with decorum and decency and was a great loss to the nation and her own family.  Prime Ministers valued their audiences with her, and she had a strong faith in God to sustain her.  She was now with her King in heaven, and he offered his deepest sympathy to the Royal Family.   

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter had been deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II and suggested she be known as Elizabeth the Great.  She had written a poem which she read to Members.

In Memoriam of HM Queen Elizabeth the Second – Elizabeth the Great

The Elizabethan age is over
The Queen its pronounced “is gone”
The words we knew were coming
Have still made us come undone

For who could ever imagine 
British life without our Queen
In each of our childhood memories 
Her sparkling smile has forever been

An example of steadfastness and diligence, 
of duty and selfless devotion
Of grace and kindness and loyalty
to reflect our national emotion

Her words of encouragement struck a chord
as she urged us all to hold on
‘We will get through it’, ‘we will meet again’
and together we will overcome

When life seems hard - she reminded us
‘The courageous do not lie down’
And so today we stand in our sorrow
As we await the passing of the crown
A little bear, a playful sketch 
A glorious jubilee
A time of joy in our Britishness
How it meant so much to me

The precious words of that little bear 
Resonate with many of us now
Thank you ma'am for everything
As we offer our final bow

And yet for me there’s more hope 
In something her Majesty held dear
The certain hope that we shall meet
In a different kind of Jubilee Year

For as she implored us to listen 
To the message that set Christmas songs apart,
When highlighting the plight of 'what can we give' 
She urged us to give Him our heart

She bowed to no one on this earth 
Yet gladly kneeled to her King
And it’s because of this truth I know 
that one day a new song we’ll sing

It’s my certain hope that Elizabeth the Great,
I will in heaven soon meet
As we worship our King and with the greatest of joy
Lay our crowns at Jesus’ feet.

Until that day I will treasure her memory 
And keep her legacy living
Follow her example of duty and diligence
In this role that I have been given.

The national Anthem once easily sung 
With heart and soul and voice
Is harder now to flip the words
To find the heart to press on and rejoice

And yet to love her and respect her
Is to know that we must carry on
And offer our heartfelt loyalty
To the heir she trained in her son

Today we honour her memory 
Support her son as his reign now begins
With a heavy heart and yet with a steadfast oath, 
I proclaim God save the King.

Councillor McClean had been saddened to hear about the passing of Queen Elizabeth II and referred to her constant goodness and never changing ways.  He referred to Philip Larkins’ Jubilee Poem:

In times when nothing stood 
But worsened, or grew strange, 
There was one constant good:
She did not change.  

It had been said that when Queen Elizabeth II was on the Throne everyone could be assured that all would be well.  She was a symbol of peace and when she was safe we could be too.  The Queen offered unity to people and all people were now united in grief at her loss.   

In difficult times the Queen had won over everyone even people who disliked politics they knew that the Queen was a figurehead who sat above that.  The country mourned her now like it never could with a Prime Minister or anyone else.  Councillor McClean believed that the new King Charles III had conveyed that all would continue to be well and he was confident that the Queen’s son would more than meet the role he now held.  

(Councillor Boyle left the meeting at 5.02 pm) 

Councillor S Irvine asked to place on record his sympathy and heartfelt condolences to our new King, the wider Royal Family and the Great British people on the sad passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.  He was sure he, like many others, would find it difficult to adequately articulate just how much The Queen had meant to himself and many other people across the nation.  Throughout her seventy-year reign she had dedicated her life to public service and had done so with the utmost dignity, integrity and humility, all the while demonstrating great leadership.  She had become the most-admired, most-loved and most-respected Monarch in our history by instilling a great sense of pride throughout the nation. Her Majesty, The Queen, was an extraordinary and world-renowned public figure who lived a remarkable life and she would be remembered as one of the most prominent and inspiring leaders in history. Her life and legacy would be fondly remembered by many and she had set an example for everyone to follow. 

Her visits to Northern Ireland always proved to be such a special occasion for so many people and having witnessed The Troubles here she played an important role in restoring peace and reconciliation and often provided stability and reassuring words to us all in times of crisis. 

She shared close relationships with many of today’s political leaders, both locally and nationally, and also across the globe.  However, as others had said before, she always rose above the turbulence of politics and by doing so she became an outstanding role model to many. 

His hope was that all of our politicians would follow Her Majesty’s lead by putting aside their party differences and try to do what was best for all people as we made our way through these current difficult and uncertain times.  He hoped The Queen would rest easy since her service was now complete.  

Alderman Keery thought that there was not much more that could be added to the comments about the remarkable life of Queen Elizabeth II and he spoke personally of having met her on four occasions.  He had been struck by the interest she had shown and he would keep those memories precious as long as he lived.   

Councillor Kennedy thanked the Council for holding this meeting so that Members corporately could express their feelings of loss.  Like colleague Alderman Armstrong-Cotter he appreciated that while society had changed massively over her reign the nature and principles of the monarchy had remained constant and timeless.  The Queen had said that she could not lead her people in to battle but that she could give them her heart.  She sowed the seeds of devotion and commitment for others to follow.  She regularly stressed the importance of her Christian faith and reliance on the teachings of Christ in which she found hope.  Through her faith she believed in the fundamental framework of respect and the value of all people and viewing life through the prism of God’s word, the Bible.  She would be greatly missed and was now safe in the arms of her Saviour.  

Councillor Cathcart thought that it was deeply poignant that after 2 ½ years of remote meetings the Council was having its first full Council meeting in the Council Chamber in person.  The Council was meeting at the saddest of times.  It had struck him how hard news of the Queen’s passing had been to him and to many others around the world.  Even countries which were proud republics were calling for days of national mourning and it seemed like the whole world was uniting in feeling the pain of her loss.  

Earlier the previous week the Environment Committee discussed naming something in Bangor after her and her Platinum Jubilee and that would be a small token of appreciation to her.  Many people have expressed that she made them feel special by looking directly at them when meeting, and that ability to connect with people would be greatly missed.  He offered his deepest condolences to the Royal Family at this extremely difficult time and had confidence in the leadership of the new King Charles III.     

Councillor Greer considered that Thursday 8th September 2022 would be a day we would always remember and what we were doing when we heard the sad news of the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.

She had been at her parents’ house when the news broke and the household had shed a tear at hearing the news and she could only describe the sense of loss as similar to that of losing a much-loved family member.

Queen Elizabeth II was the longest reigning woman in history and a role model for many female leaders both now and in the future.   Common Purpose shared the following quotation on LinkedIn and she thought it was fitting for today ‘Good leadership is an act of service, purpose, collaboration and resilience. As Head of State and Head of the Commonwealth, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II epitomised these qualities and more’.

She offered her deepest condolences to the Royal Family on the passing of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II and hoped that she would rest in peace.

Councillor Smart had been saddened and shocked by the Queen’s passing and much had been said about her record of service that we were likely never to see again.  She was a great encourager to many individuals and families across this world.  She combined respect for progress while preserving the best of the past that he believed was so important.  He looked forward to the new King’s visit to Northern Ireland in the coming days and hoped that faith would provide some comfort to everyone in the days ahead.    

Councillor Thompson described his personal shock on hearing about the loss of Queen Elizabeth II and he wished to offer his sincere condolences to King Charles III and the wider Royal Family.  The Queen had been remarkable in that she had kept her pledge until her death.  She wished the new King a successful and long reign and as his mother’s son we were in good hands.

Councillor MacArthur explained that it was a poignant day, and was her first in the Chamber, the feeling was of sorrow on the passing of our nation’s beloved Queen.   

The outpouring of grief and love for the Queen had been evidenced across the Borough, country, nation and the world as well as within the Chamber today.
 
Whilst she was never privileged enough to have met the Queen, she felt that she knew her. She was the matriarch of our nation, the one constant in a changing and troublesome world.  Her words during times of crisis and war, especially during the Troubles here in Northern Ireland, steadied the ship.  

Her voice was always heard in in her family’s home on Christmas Day and even though they were in the middle of enjoying dinner, they stopped and stood for the Queen. The conversation afterwards was always a deconstruction of her speech with everyone finally agreeing that all would be well with the world. Meanwhile the dinner was cold! 

Those who met her commented on her warm smile, her engagement and interest in what was being said, even if she may have heard it hundreds of times before.  

She questioned how could a Monarch, born into a life of entitlement and privilege, connect with us all in such a personal way? It almost seemed like a dichotomy!  She believed it was her faith in Christ which gave the Queen such fortitude in service. The Queen talked about her faith often, especially during her Christmas messages, which, we are told, she wrote herself.  That faith was not something she wore like her array of hats (and there were many of those), but it was rather who she was.  

Indeed, she had herself commented that Jesus of Nazareth provided a ‘framework’ for her and that guided how she led her life.  So, despite being born into a life of privilege and power, she was not corrupted by it but chose, just like the Good Samaritan, to serve.  She had continued to serve up until her death.  At that point she had left her Crown not only at the gates of Balmoral Castle but at the feet of the King of Kings.  

She asked how we should remember our late Monarch.  As a role model, war hero, Girl Guide, diplomat, dog lover, horse enthusiast, mother, grandmother, great grandmother, sovereign but above all…. a servant of Jesus.
 
As her body would be laid to rest on Monday 19 September she considered that we should give thanks to God for a life well lived.  Her prayer in 1952 was well and truly answered. Who would have thought that just a few days ago, we would be witnessing history come alive before us and a seamless transition between past and present.
 
Councillor MacArthur believed that our constitutional democracy was strong, it had stood the test of time and by God’s grace it would continue to endure.
 
She wished the new King, Charles III, every blessing during his reign.  

In closing Alderman Gibson remembered King George VI visiting Ballygowan Church many years ago and he had taken his grandchildren to see the Queen and the then Prince of Wales in 1990 and 1995.  He had been saddened to hear of the Queen’s passing and offered his condolences and best wishes to the new King Charles III.

5.	THE NATIONAL ANTHEM  

Council stood for the singing of the National Anthem.  

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 5.40 pm. 



