ITEM 6
		C.22.12.21
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held remotely using Zoom on Wednesday, 22 December 2021 commencing at 7.00 pm.  

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Brooks)

	Aldermen:




	Carson 
Gibson
Girvan
Irvine
Keery                            

	McDowell
McIlveen
Menagh 
Smith 
Wilson

	Councillors:



	Adair 
Blaney 
Boyle 
Cathcart 
Chambers 
Cooper 
Cummings
Douglas 
Dunlop 
Edmund 
Egan
Gilmour
Greer 

	Johnson
Kendall
Kennedy
McAlpine
McClean (7.16 pm)
McKee 
McKimm
McRandal
Smart
Smith, P
Smith, T 
Thompson
Walker



Officers:	Chief Executive (S Reid), Director of Organisational Development and Administration (W Swanston), Director of Finance and Performance (S Christie), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (J Glasgow) 

1.	Prayer 

The Mayor (Councillor Brooks) welcomed everyone to the meeting and commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer. 

NOTED.

2.	Apologies

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillor MacArthur and Councillor Mathison. 

An apology for lateness was received from Councillor McClean. 


3.	Declarations of Interest

Councillor McKimm declared an interest in the report arising from Item 6 - Portaferry Ropewalk Clarification arising from November Council Minute. 

Councillor Greer declared an interest in Item 8.5 - Consultation on Draft Strategic Action Plan for Temporary Accommodation and Item 8.6 – Consultation on Draft Homelessness Strategy 2022-27. 

Alderman McIlveen declared an interest in Item 8.4 - Consultation on Independent Review of Education – Initial Views and Item 8.7 - Period Products (Free Provision) Bill - Education Committee Request - Committee Stage. 

Councillor Egan declared an interest in Item 8.7 - Period Products (Free Provision) Bill - Education Committee Request - Committee Stage. 

4.	Mayor’s Business

The Mayor thanked Alderman Keery for organising a Charity Quiz in aid of his charities which raised in the region of £1600. 
 
The Mayor sent best wishes to Councillor MacArthur and Councillor Adair who had been unwell with Covid-19 related issues. 

Having worked in the hospitality sector for over 40 years, the Mayor stated that he was horrified by what he had seen recently throughout the Borough. He had spoken to various business owners and he felt there was a lack of direction from the NI Executive in terms of support for the business community. He recognised that the current advice remained to stay at home however he expressed his concerns regarding the impact that this was having amongst the hospitality sector in particular at a normally busy time of the year with no assistance or support having been given so far from the NI Executive. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Alderman Girvan, that the Mayor’s comments be noted.

5.	Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the Month of December 
		(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- List of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for December. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the information be noted. 

(Councillor Kennedy left the meeting at this stage – 7.07pm) 

6.	Minutes of Council meeting dated 24 November 2021 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above. 

Proposed by Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the minutes be adopted. 

On a matter of accuracy, Councillor McKimm advised that his name had been omitted from the attendance list. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the minutes, as amended, with the exception of item below be approved and adopted.

(Having previously declared an interest in the following item, Councillor McKimm was removed from the meeting – 7.08 pm)

Arising from the above - Portaferry RopewalK Clarification arising from November Council Minute (FILE REG66/160135/RDP77)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning detailing that at the November 2021 Council meeting Councillor McKee proposed four changes to the minutes of the October Council, (pages 22-35), in relation to the Portaferry Ropewalk Update.  This report provided clarification on two of these requested changes.

1.  Clarification on the car parking numbers within the Business Case
Page 23 of the October Council minutes state:

     The agreed business case for the proposal included the following enhancements    
     (Option 1): 
·  Additional Car Parking:  proposal to create 54 additional car parking spaces (including 5 disabled), plus 2 coach parking spaces and coach turning.

Councillor McKee outlined that he believed the statement that the approved business case referred to 54 additional car parking spaces, including 5 disabled plus 2 coach parking was factually incorrect and that the figure within the business case was 69 additional car parking spaces and 3 coach parking spaces.  

This had been checked and for clarification the business case does refer to 54 additional car parking spaces and not 69; this has been explained to Councillor McKee.  As outlined by the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning, following advice from AECOM, Council agreed the number of coach parking spaces be changed from 3 to 2 to facilitate larger coaches.  

2. Circa £10,000 additional maintenance costs for Option 2

Councillor McKee also requested a change to the last paragraph on page 29, of the October Council Minutes, as outlined below.  

The Council’s Parks and Cemetery’s Manager had outlined that maintenance costs for Option 2 would be in the region of £10,000 per year.

Councillor McKee outlined that the ‘Director stated in her address to council that the £10,000 maintenance would be additional, but the minutes do not say additional.’   The recording has been checked and for clarification and accuracy the Director stated, ‘circa £10,000 additional maintenance’.   

Final agreed version of October Council minutes

Given the above clarifications, it was recommended that Council agrees the final version of the October Council minutes read as follows:

Page 23 (figure in red is correct figure to be cited)
Proposed Scheme and Rural Development Programme (RPD) Funding
The scheme proposed a significant investment in Portaferry, with the original project costs estimated at £475,000, including an RDP grant of £350,000.  The agreed business case for the proposal included the following enhancements (Option 1): 
· Additional Car Parking:  proposal to create 54 additional car parking spaces (including 5 disabled), plus 3 coach parking spaces and coach turning.
· Installation of a footpath to provide a safe walking route through the car park for all pedestrians.
· Refurbishment of the disused amenity block to provide three toilets – 2 unisex and 1 disabled.
· New lighting scheme:  the pathway into the village from the top car park will be formalised and includes the installation of bollard lighting, better linking the centre with the main car parking and visitor facilities.
· Installation of CCTV to discourage antisocial behaviour.
· New NIE connection
· Installation of an art piece (turbine) celebrating the area’s marine links.

The original end date in the Letter of Offer was 31/12/2020, however as members would be aware this was extended to 31/03/2022 and due to the importance of the scheme DAERA agreed a further extension until the end of May 2022 to enable Council to fully review Option 2.  DAERA had subsequently extended this date to 30 September 2022.   

Page 29 (word in red added)
The Council’s Parks and Cemetery’s Manager had outlined that maintenance costs for Option 2 would be in the region of an additional £10,000 per year.  That was to manage weed growth, seed germination and falling leaves in relation to the new proposed gravel surface. He had further highlighted that the gravel surface would need to be chemically treated around twice annually but he had warned that that particular method went against the Council’s herbicide reduction policy. 

RECOMMENDED that Council accepts the clarifications in this report and agrees to amend the October Council minutes as outlined above. 
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councilor McKee, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.

(Councillor McKimm was re-admitted to the meeting – 7.10 pm)

(Councillor Kennedy re-entered the meeting at this stage – 7.10pm) 

7.	Minutes 
of Committees 

7.1	Minutes of Environment Committee dated 8 December 2021 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above.

Proposed by Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

In respect of Item 9.1 – Notice of Motion in respect of Lucy’s Law; it was proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the Notice of Motion be amended;

In paragraph one, after “Supports the Justice for Reggie campaign” insert “and fully endorses their efforts through Robin Newton MLA to progress his Lucy’s Law Private Members’ Bill”. 
In paragraph three, after “proposed by Justice for Reggie Campaign” insert “and in the letter to the Minister for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs underline our support for the Private Members’ Bill being introduced by Robin Newton MLA”. 

Alderman McIlveen fully supported the motion as was brought forward however as Members were aware a Private Members Bill was being prepared and progressed by Robin Newton MLA in relation to the matter. He felt his amendment would send a message that this Council corporately supported the efforts of the Bill. 

Councillor Adair fully supported the introduction of the Bill to bring Lucy’s Law into Northern Ireland to enhance the protection for animals and mitigate against animal cruelty. 

Councillor Kendall stated that her priority concern was to ensure greater protection for animal welfare and to make sure Northern Ireland had whatever was needed in place to make sure that greater protection happened. Therefore, if the amendment pushed towards that priority, then she was content to support it.  Councillor Kendall asked the Members to push Robin Newton MLA to ensure the matter progressed as quickly as possible. 

Councillor Egan was happy to support the amendment and the principles of Lucy’s Law to help end animal cruelty. She hoped that the Bill would go through the Assembly for tougher protection for animals by the end of this mandate. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the motion as amended be adopted:- 
That this Council notes the USPCA ‘Puppy Dog Fortunes’ Report recognising, with concern, the scale and seriousness of the illegal puppy trade and the abhorrent neglect, cruelty and suffering caused to animals. It reaffirms its support for Lucy’s Law and supports the ‘Justice for Reggie' Campaign and fully endorses their efforts through Robin Newton MLA to progress his Lucy’s Law Private Members’ Bill”. 
Accordingly, the Council resolves to write to the Minister of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, and the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine in the Republic of Ireland, to express its concerns and to urge the DEARA Minister to: 

Introduce Lucy’s Law as a matter of urgency, enacting the necessary changes proposed by the Justice for Reggie campaign and in the letter to the Minister for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs underline our support for the Private Members’ Bill being introduced by Robin Newton MLA;
 
Raise, or give Councils the power to raise, breeder licence fees to deter the commodification of puppies via mass breeding, and create a central database of all licenced breeders across all Councils, requiring all breeders to register and a that unique identifier is assigned to each breeder; 

Close the legal loophole that exists within licensing of breeding establishments, allowing individuals to breed litters from multiple breeding bitches without a license; 
 
Make changes to microchipping, including requirement for a new unique number for puppies related to their breeder, so that puppies can be traced back to their point of origin, and a point of responsibility;

Make mandatory that all breeders arrange, and must provide documentation for veterinarian visits for newborn puppies to enable robust inspections and promote animal welfare; 

And require all sellers, selling forums and/or sites, to conduct breeder verification and to ensure traceable provenance for each animal advertised and sold, and introduce higher penalties for those who break the law, to eradicate cruel breeding methods and inhumane practices.

[bookmark: _Hlk70686006]RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the minutes, as amended, be adopted.

7.2	Minutes of Regeneration and Development Committee dated 9 December 2021

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above.

Proposed by Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the minutes be adopted. 

Councillor P Smith wished to raise a matter in respect of Item 24 – Covid Recovery Small Settlements Regeneration Programme in the exclusion of the public/press. 

In respect of Item 15 – Portaferry Rope Walk; Councillor Boyle wished to put in record his thanks to the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning, the Head of Regeneration and DAERA for the ongoing positive work. 

(Having previously declared an interest in the matter, Councillor McKimm was removed from the meeting – 7.16 pm)

(Councillor McClean entered the meeting – 7.16 pm)

Councillor Boyle noted that the project had been a journey to date with many groups, businesses and the majority of Members supporting the scheme. Portaferry was in need of investment and he hoped that the queries being received were not delaying the process resulting in the Council missing out on funding. He looked forward to the planning process and hoped the matter could progress for the betterment of everyone in Portaferry. 

NOTED. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the minutes be adopted.

(Councillor McKimm was returned to the meeting – 7.18 pm) 

7.3	Minutes of Audit Committee dated 13 December 2021

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the minutes be adopted.

7.4	Minutes of Corporate Committee dated 14 December 2021 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above.

Proposed by Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the minutes be adopted. 

In respect of Item 11 - Draft Environment Strategy Consultation; Alderman McIlveen noted that the Council had engaged Sustainable NI to draft responses on the Council’s behalf in relation of the Environment Strategy and Climate Change legislation. He had a concern that the Council were potentially paying a lobby group to prepare responses on the Councils behalf and that this may be undermining the consultation process. The response should portray the Council’s voice and the impact that aspects would have within the Borough.

NOTED. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the minutes be adopted.

7.5	Minutes of Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 15 December 2021

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above.

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted. 

In respect of Item 13 - Greenways Network Project Update; Proposed by Councillor Egan, seconded by Councillor Douglas, as an amendment, that the recommendation be adopted and furthermore that a commitment is given to undertake full public consultation on the proposed routes including public information sessions. Officers will bring back a comprehensive report detailing the outcome of the consultation with the full range of options outlined on the way forward.

Councillor Egan advised that at the Committee meeting she welcomed the initial amendment that had been brought forward by Councillor T Smith and Councillor Kendall and as a Council it was recognised that public consultation was crucial to any project that was taken forward. It was visible through the amount of responses and lobbying that had been received in respect of the Greenways Project that there was great interest in the project. Upon reflection she felt the initial amendment could be strengthened further, the consultation needed to be meaningful and the Council needed to get it right. She explained that her amendment requested that a comprehensive report be brought back following the further engagement so that Members could be clear on the number of people consulted and their views. Many Members had received questions and concerns from users of the coastal path on the planning application, the process and the proposed works to the existing route. Unfortunately, Councillor Egan was of the view that the Council had not got it right in relation to the consultation process. It was a huge project that would be significant to many people and it was therefore important that the views were heard. In the report that was to be forthcoming from Officers Councillor Egan stated that she would like it to detail the way forward to resolve the matter and to ensure there was support from the users.  

Councillor Douglas advised that there had been a wide variety of views expressed. The project had been discussed for some time and she felt there had not been enough information shared in the public domain. For any project of this size to be successful appropriate, regular and clear communication was required. She welcomed the promotion of workshops and opportunities for the public to engage to have clear information available where people could view the plans and ask their questions. There were issues surrounding environmental impact and she felt it would be good to have a series of opportunities available for people to ask their questions and feel that they were being listened to. 

Referring to the number of emails that she had received regarding the project, Alderman Smith was in agreement and felt that constituents needed a better voice. There were too many questions that remained unanswered. 

Councillor McKimm advised that there had been great concern regarding the matter and in particular when the details were advertised on the planning portal there was great shock within the community. He expressed disappointment that views had often been dismissed as ill-informed as that was not the case. 

(Alderman Carson withdrew from the meeting – 7.29pm) 

(Councillor Chambers withdrew from the meeting – 7.30 pm)

Continuing, Councillor McKimm thanked the Director for the response to his questions which he had emailed. He advised that he had received 91 separate questions. The previous consultation process had not gone far enough and he hoped there would be further opportunity to engage. He wondered if there was a need to withdraw the application to make amendments to the project to ensure that it reflected the needs of the community.

Alderman Wilson advised that he had spoken to many people regarding the project and there were a number of concerns and questions that needed addressed. He thanked the Director for responding to his questions including putting an FAQ on the website however despite those efforts a number of questions remained and people felt their voice had not been heard. The amendment would provide the opportunity for the Council to further engage.

(Councillor Boyle withdrew from the meeting – 7.32 pm)

Alderman Irvine stated that there had been significant public interest and he was in agreement with the amendment. He hoped that the consultation would be as robust as possible and that the further report would allow the Council to make a clear and concise judgement on the way forward and to achieve as much community buy in as possible. 

(Councillor Boyle re-entered the meeting – 7.33 pm)

(Alderman Carson re-entered the meeting – 7.34pm) 

Councillor Cathcart noted that the North Down Coastal Path Greenway was an active planning application. In that regard he urged caution and asked for guidance to be made available for Members of the Planning Committee. He did not feel it was appropriate for any member of the Planning Committee to comment or attend the consultation events. 

Councillor Kendall supported the proposal and highlighted the need for a community co-design approach to ensure buy-in and that people had a say. 

Councillor Blaney felt that somewhere in the process the Council had not communicated effectively with the public in respect of the project. He had received multiple emails in respect of the matter even in respect of the basics e.g. where was the funding coming from. The Council had not got the fundamentals right or managed the project particularly well on this occasion.

Councillor P Smith stated that he was going to make comments however on the basis of Councillor Cathcart’s intervention he asked the Chief Executive if it was appropriate at this stage for members of the Planning Committee to make comment. 

The Chief Executive advised that the advice for the Planning Committee within the Code of Conduct was quite clear in that Members of the Planning Committee were not permitted to make any statement that was an indication of their determination on an application. However, they were permitted to discuss the project with constituents, objectors, applicants etc but were not allowed to make a statement on their position until the Officers report had been presented to the Planning Committee. 

On that basis, Councillor P Smith did not wish to comment further. 
Councillor Edmund asked how many people responded from the North Down area of the Borough to the initial consultation. The Director of Community and Wellbeing was unsure if there was of a breakdown on the location of the respondents. At the pre-application stage for the application held in 2017 there had been hundreds of respondents. 

Councillor Edmund was interested to see how many people were for and against the Greenways. The Director advised that the people that had responded listed themselves as objectors or supporters. At that time a report was brought to Committee detailing that information. 

In relation to the pre-application, Alderman McIlveen questioned if Planning would have advised at that stage if the consultation undertaken was full, robust and met the requirements of the Planning Act. The Director confirmed that would have been a requirement for the submission of the application and a certain threshold for community consultation would have been required to have been met. 

Following on, Alderman McIlveen assumed that part of that pre-application would have set out the different steps and measures that had been taken to provide a full consultation, listing the public meetings held, advertising etc. The Director confirmed that a certain threshold of community consultation had to be detailed and met as part of the pre-application stage. Alderman McIlveen felt that some Members had the impression that no engagement had taken place and he wished to place on record that public engagement had taken place. He was happy to support the amendment and undertake the additional consultation. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Councillor Douglas, as an amendment, that the recommendation be adopted and furthermore that a commitment is given to undertake full public consultation on the proposed routes including public information sessions. Officers will bring back a comprehensive report detailing the outcome of the consultation with the full range of options outlined on the way forward.

In respect of Item 6 - Byelaw Prohibiting Non-assistance dogs in North Down Museum; Alderman Smith welcomed the wider review of the byelaws however noted that could be a very slow process to achieve a result. She explained that she had spoken with the Director some months ago about dogs being allowed into the courtyard of the coffee shop at the North Down Museum. 

She clarified that dogs being permitted inside the actual Museum coffee shop was never raised or queried and it was the courtyard area was the area of concern. Alderman Smith advised that she had been approached as to why people were encouraged to walk around the beautiful and tranquil area of the Town Hall but dogs were not permitted into the courtyard while they were having a cup of coffee or lunch but under very similar circumstance could do so in the Walled Garden. She realised that the Walled Garden café was equally welcoming and was a short walk away but people had arrived at the courtyard to simply relax and enjoy refreshments but had been sadly turned away because they had their dog. Alderman Smith was of the understanding, that the history was that there was a byelaw created when the Museum opened and had been in place for the last 37 years, this byelaw would have to go through Council to be changed. The byelaw was for the Museum and courtyard and she was unsure at the time when the byelaw was introduced if the courtyard area was seated. Alderman Smith advised that some 12 years ago a trial was undertaken to allow the Courtyard to be open for dogs however unfortunately a dog left a mess and a child put their hand in it which brought the trial to a conclusion. The owner of Coffee Cure had built up a valuable asset to the building and naturally was upset when he had to refuse entrance to people with their dogs. Alderman Smith stated that she was not on the Community and Wellbeing Committee so could not make any comments however was pleased to read that Alderman Irvine had also been contacted with similar concerns from constituents. A request had been made at the Committee for a timeline to be brought back as well as details of a further trial.  Alderman Smith asked for that information to be brought back to Council as quickly as possible to allow for the matter to progress. 

Councillor Cathcart stated that this was a prime example of a byelaw that required a review. In relation to the trial, he asked if there was an indication of timescale. In response the Director of Community and Wellbeing advised that the position remained as what had been reported at the Committee.   Once the timescale for the review of the byelaws was confirmed then the trial could be introduced. 

NOTED. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted.

8.	Consultations

[bookmark: _Hlk92190999]8.1	Consultation on Charlotte’s Law 
		(Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence in respect of the above consultation. Consultation available at https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-charlottes-law. Closing date for responses 7 February 2022. 

Proposed by Councillor Egan, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that Council responds to the consultation on Charlottes Law, refer the item to the relevant Committee and agree for the Dorrian family to present a deputation to the next Committee in order to shape the Council’s response.

Speaking to the proposal, Councillor Egan stated that Charlotte’s Law was significant in the context of this Borough with the Dorrian family who had been campaigning for this for a long time. The Dorrian family had been affected by the disappearance of their daughter and sister, Lisa. Councillor Egan stated that she had been in contact with the Dorrian family and they would like to present to Council. As a Council she felt it was really important that the Council supported the Dorrian family in their campaigns to find Lisa and Charlotte’s Law. She welcomed the opportunity for the Dorrian family to present at the next Committee meeting, to have their views heard and shape the Council’s response to the consultation. 

Councillor Douglas stated that no family should have to go through the horrors of having no body to grieve. The least this Council could do was to hear from the family affected and ensure that the Council submitted a full and robust response to the consultation. 

Alderman Irvine agreed that it was very important that the Council responded to the consultation.  The Dorrian family had continued a long search for the body of their beloved Lisa. Alderman Irvine supported the proposal and hoped the legislation could be brought forward in the NI Assembly. 

Councillor P Smith was happy to support the proposal, he noted the deadline for the consultation was 7 February 2022 and hoped that would provide time to hear from the family and for the Council to make a response accordingly. The consultation sought to bring forward Charlotte’s Law which was the equivalent to Helen’s Law in England where a woman was sadly murdered and when the murderer was convicted, they would not disclose the location of the body adding further hurt to the relatives. Councillor P Smith hoped the Council could support the bringing forward of the law in Northern Ireland meaning that anyone convicted of murder and concealing the location of the victim’s body would be treated as an aggravating factor before any sentencing and thereby placing the crime in the very serious murder category. Though he noted that the baseline sentence for murder was 15 years and he viewed that sentence as a poor state of affairs.

Alderman Smith supported the introduction of Charlotte’s Law. She spoke of the Dorrian family and their bravery and the dignity of their campaign. 

Councillor Egan thanked Members for their comments and the need to support the Dorrian family who had been through unimaginable pain. The family had run a dignified campaign to try and find Lisa and were campaigning for a law that affected people across Northern Ireland. Councillor Egan felt it was crucial that the Council supported the family in any way that it could. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that Council respond to consultation on Charlottes Law, refer the item to the relevant committee and agree for the Dorrian family to present a deputation to the next Committee in order to shape our response.

(Councillor Kendall withdrew from the meeting – 7.59 pm)

8.2	Consultation on secondary legislation to further commence and implement the requirements of the Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland 2015)
		(Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence in respect of the above consultation. Consultation available at http://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/reservoir-safety-legislation-commence-and-implement-reservoirs-actni-2015. Closing date for responses 23 January 2022. 

The Mayor advised that Officers were reviewing the consultation and would intend on preparing a draft response. Given the deadline of 23 January 2022, the Mayor sought a proposal that the Planning Committee who was meeting on 18 January 2022 be given delegated authority to issue the response. 

(Councillor Kendall re-entered the meeting – 7.59 pm)

Councillor Cathcart stated that the failure of the Reservoirs Act was hindering economic development resulting in serious consequences within the Borough. It was a consultation that the Council should be responding to and was therefore happy to propose. 

On seconding the proposal, Alderman McIlveen noted the impact the Act had on numerous planning applications throughout the Borough and it was therefore important that the matter be dealt with quickly. 

Councillor P Smith was content for the consultation to be referred to the Planning Committee. The consultation detailed that ‘the act referred to proportionate regulation’ and through experiences as a Council the word proportionate was one which the Department needed to firmly ponder. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the consultation document be referred to the Planning Committee for a draft response to be prepared and that delegated powers be awarded to the Committee for the response to be issued.  

8.3.	Consultation on Implementing Due Diligence on Forest Risk Commodities
	(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence in respect of the above consultation. Consultation available at https://consult.defra.gov.uk/international-biodiversity-and-climate/implementing-due-diligence-forest-risk-commodities/. Closing date for responses 11 March 2022 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Kendall, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the Consultation be noted 

(Having previously declared an interest in the item, Alderman McIlveen was removed from the meeting)

8.4	Consultation on Independent Review of Education – Initial Views 
		(Appendix V)

[bookmark: _Hlk85539128]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Document available at https://www.independentreviewofeducation.org.uk/. Closing date for responses 4 February 2022. 

(Councillor Kennedy withdrew from the meeting – 8.01 pm)

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Alderman Girvan, that the Consultation be noted.

(Alderman McIlveen was returned to the meeting)

(Having previously declared an interest in the following two items (8.5 and 8.6) Councillor Greer was removed from the meeting)

8.5	Consultation on Draft Strategic Action Plan for Temporary Accommodation
	  (Appendix VI)

[bookmark: _Hlk90393885]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Document available at https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Partners/Consultations. Closing date for responses Tuesday 25 January 2022. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded Alderman Girvan, that the consultation be noted.

8.6	Consultation on Draft Homelessness Strategy 2022-27
		(Appendix VI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence in respect of the above. Document available at https://www.nihe.gov.uk/Working-With-Us/Partners/Consultations. Closing date for responses Tuesday 25 January 2022 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the consultation be noted. 

(Councillor Greer was returned to the meeting – 8.01 pm)

(Having previously declared an interest in the following item, Alderman McIlveen and Councillor Egan were removed from the meeting – 8.01 pm)

8.7	Period Products (Free Provision) Bill - Education Committee Request - Committee Stage 
	(Appendices VIII - IX)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration attaching Overview of Bill and consultation and Draft Council Response. The report detailed that the Committee for Education was leading the Committee Stage of the Period Products (Free Provision) Bill. The Committee had asked the main Departments involved and made subject to the duties set out in the Bill to provide a response to the proposals. Given that may impact local government should the duty to provide products be extended to Councils, the Department for Communities (DfC) had written to the Council to seek its views on the Bill. The response was based on Council’s previous consideration of the issue of period poverty.

DfC have requested responses be provided directly to the Education Committee by 23 December. Therefore, if Council agrees to issue the response, it would be issued on Wednesday 23 December, with Officers advising that it remained subject to the 5 day call-in period.

RECOMMENDED that Council agrees to issue the response to the Period Products (Free Provision) Bill attached to the report. 

The Mayor advised that the request was received in relation to the Education Committee evidence only on 15 December 2021 and asked for responses by 23 December 2021. As a result of the request, Officers had reviewed the documentation and prepared a report which had been uploaded to Decision Time earlier that day. 

Proposed by Councillor Douglas, seconded by Councillor P Smith, that the recommendation be adopted.  

Councillor Douglas thanked the Officers for the timely response and she felt it was important to note the trial that the Council had conducted was based on a Notice of Motion which she had brought forward in November 2018. The Notice of Motion requested that the Council looked at a pilot scheme providing free period products and that the Council write to the Minister of Education. Unfortunately, the Minister of Education at that time was not persuaded to provide free period products within Schools, Colleges and Universities. Councillor Douglas wished to put on record her thanks to Tina McDonald and the Homeless period project who had worked tirelessly on the issue of having a dignified period and accessing period products in a timely manner. She hoped with the Bill that free period products would be made widely available. 

Councillor P Smith was content with the response and welcomed the more targeted placement rather than the blanketed approach within every site on the Council’s estate. He also referred to the issue around cost which could be relatively minimal or if vending machines were put in place the cost would increase. In that regard he expressed the need to query with the Department whether if the legislation was brought would cost support be provided. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded by Councillor P Smith, that the recommendation be adopted.

(Alderman McIlveen and Councillor Egan were returned to the meeting – 8.05 pm)

[bookmark: _Hlk85539342]9.	Department for Communities - Advance Notice of Listing - Old Presbyterian Church, 1a Main Road, Cloughey, BT22 1GB (FILE 160051)
		(Appendices X, XI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching Letter from DfC and Consultation Report. The report detailed that the Historic Environment Division of the Department for Communities (DfC) had written to the Council to seek views on the proposed listing of the Old Presbyterian Church at 1a Main Road, Cloughey.  If the Council did not return a response by 14 January 2022, the Department would assume the Council agreed to the listing of the building.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers whether it wishes to respond to the Department for Communities’ consultation on the proposed listing of the Old Presbyterian Church at 1a Main Road, Cloughey.

Proposed by Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor McKimm, that this Council respond to the DfC consultation supporting the listing of the Old Presbyterian Church, 1a Main Road, Cloughey. 

Councillor Adair welcomed the advance notice to list the Old Presbyterian Church in Cloughey. He paid tribute to the work of Clifford Donell who started the Cloughey Heritage Group two years ago. For many years there had been great sadness that the building had no longer been used and it had fallen into a state of disrepair. Since the formation of the Heritage Group work had been done on the roof to secure the building. The group had been working hard to get funding and had been successful securing funding to undertake a feasibility study on the future of the building. He welcomed the listing of the historic building for preservation for future generations.  

Councillor McKimm noted that the Church was relatively untouched. He stated that four levels of grading could be applied when listing the building bringing restrictions inside and/or outside.  Ideally, Councillor McKimm stated that he hoped that the response would propose a grading no higher than 2 which would leave the inside being able to be adapted for community and other uses. The grading would be applied against 4 criteria; culture, social, aesthetic and community and it would be appropriate that the Councils response would take account of each of those criteria. Councillor McKimm felt it would it be of value to ascertain the views of the local community on the potential repurposing. He asked what had been the extent of the consultation that had taken place with the community leaders in respect of repurposing and how would the facility sit within the culture and tourism plans of the Borough. 
The Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning advised that the Head of Regeneration, Head of Planning and herself had met with the Group on site and had discussed with them their ambitious plans to restore the building back to use for the community. The plans and the vision that the Community Group outlined were to make the building not just a space for the community but they were exploring a coffee area, interpretation and be able to run Arts and Theatre events. It would therefore sit well with the Community Plan along with the Integrated Tourism and Development Strategy and the Arts and Heritage Plan. 

Councillor Edmund welcomed the proposal and felt it would be a great asset to the community.  

Councillor Thompson welcomed the proposal and was pleased to see the work of the Group progress. The community were excited by the plans and hoped much more could be done to enhance the tourism and culture offering. 

Alderman Carson added his support to the proposal. 

Councillor Boyle welcomed the proposal and noted the enthusiasm of the Group.  The building had a great historical value and noted that considerable funding would be required.   

Councillor Adair advised that the Group had consulted widely and had received over 200 responses on the use for the building with the majority of respondents wishing to see an historic community facility with a possible coffee shop maintaining the sensitives to the adjoining graveyard. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor McKimm, that this Council respond to the DfC consultation supporting the listing of the Old Presbyterian Church, 1a Main Road, Cloughey. 
 
10.	Department for Communities - Advance Notice of Listing - Telephone Kiosk, Kearney Road, Keanrey, Portaferry, BT22 1QQ (FILE 160051)
		(Appendices XII, XIII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching Letter from DfC and Consultation Report. The report detailed that the Historic Environment Division of the Department for Communities (DfC) had written to the Council to seek views on the proposed listing of the telephone kiosk at Kearney Road, Kearney, Portaferry.  If the Council does not return a response by 14 January 2022, the Department would assume the Council agrees to the listing of the building.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers whether it wishes to respond to the Department for Communities’ consultation on the proposed listing of the telephone kiosk at Kearney Road, Kearney, Portaferry.

Proposed by Councillor Adair, seconded by Alderman Girvan, that the Council respond to the DfC consultation supporting the listing of the telephone kiosk at Kearney, Portaferry 

Councillor Adair welcomed the request noting that the red telephone boxes were historic and any of those remaining should be preserved for future generations. He referred to telephone boxes in Greyabbey, Kircubbin and Portaferry which could be given future consideration.  

Councillor Boyle supported the recommendation and preserving the red telephone boxes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Alderman Girvan, that the Council respond to the DfC consultation supporting the listing of the telephone kiosk at Kearney, Portaferry. 

11.	Home Safety Equipment - Regional Tender Arrangements (CW6) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that The reduction of accidental deaths and injury in the home was a non-statutory function of great importance, as every week, two people or more die in Northern Ireland as a result of an accident in the home, and more accidents occur in the home than on the roads and in the workplace combined.

The 11 Councils provided Home Safety Checks to target those most at risk of a home accident – babies and children under five, people over 65 and other vulnerable groups at greater risk (e.g., mental, physical or sensory impairment, economic deprivation, etc.).

As part of this service, Home Safety Officers provide equipment to help prevent accidents. To provide consistency in service provision, quality of equipment, value for money and ease of procurement, it was agreed in 2017 to undertake a regional procurement exercise for the provision of home safety equipment and produce a framework agreement for future purchases.

Procurement Request
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council (ABCBC) took the lead in the first regional tender for home safety equipment which commenced in March 2018 and expires in February 2022.  ABCBC have indicated that they do not have capacity to re-tender.  Ards and North Down Borough Council have been asked to consider taking the lead with the new tender and our Procurement team were willing to provide the necessary assistance.  This process needs to be completed urgently to minimise the time period between the end of the existing tender and the start of the new one.

The provision of the framework document for home safety equipment had greatly simplified equipment purchasing in the last 3 years as well as afforded an opportunity for bulk purchase savings (tender is based on the proposed collective ordering from all 11 Councils) and an updated document would continue to provide efficiency savings. 

The work to evaluate the tender content (update product specifications in line with consumer safety standards, etc) had already been completed and there would be no cost to Council for the procurement process other than officer time. At present, the Council provided a shared home safety service for Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and the Down area of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council and therefore was responsible for purchasing equipment to service these areas as well as our own. The scheme was 45% funded by the Public Health Agency.

The time investment in the tender process would be offset by the time otherwise spent having to consider each batch of equipment individually by each individual Council or Council cluster. A single tender process therefore represented savings in both time and money over the duration of the framework agreement.

RECOMMENDED that Council agrees to take the lead in the Tender for Home Safety Equipment on behalf of the 11 Councils to provide a regional framework agreement.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the recommendation be adopted.

12. 	Delegated Authority DfC Covid Funding (FILE CDV28/CDV50)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that Members would be aware that Council was awarded £103,062.06 By the Department of Communities (DFC) through the Councils Community Support Programme (CSP) for Community Development and Advice Services response to Covid. In addition, there was circa £104,000 remaining from last year’s Transition Funding, which was rolled forwarded to 2021-2022, specifically for initiatives that fit with “Food and Essential Supplies”.

Almost all of the funding was awarded by Council in September 2021, but there was a small unspent balance in both funds totalling £14,403.50.

· CSP Community Development and Advice Services £5,341.44
· Food and Essential Supplies £9,062.06

It was proposed that the remaining balance of £5,341.44 was awarded to Community Advice Ards and North Down to enable them to retain their trainee advisors.

It was further proposed that the remaining balance under Food and Essential Supplies, was split equally between the 3 main food banks, to help with the expected increase in demand post-Christmas:

· [bookmark: _Hlk90558972]Ards                £3,020.68
· Bangor            £3,020.68
· Storehouse     £3,020.68

The Department had recently indicated that the Financial Inclusion Fund Phase II, totalling £53,599 was going to be made available to Council, to be committed in the current financial year. The purpose of the Financial Inclusion Fund was educational - to help build financial resilience and improve overall financial wellbeing through access to good quality advice and skills to support effective money management, linking into holistic debt advice services. 

Officers have been in discussion with DfC to explore how best to utilise the funding for the above purpose and a further report would be brought to Members early in the New Year.

RECOMMENDED that Council approves the awards outlined in this report. 

Proposed by Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Cummings, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Councillor P Smith welcomed the allocation of the £14k to the advice services and the food banks which would sadly be further well utilised in the weeks ahead. 
Councillor Cummings stated that the advice services and the food banks had played a crucial role throughout the pandemic both in terms of their distribution and follow up support. Those services were a valued partner in particular when the Borough had witnessed a dramatic increase in the uptake of emergency food parcels. He commended the advice staff and the volunteers within the food bank who had been resolute in supporting at risk families across the Borough. 

Councillor T Smith supported the recommendation and stated that it was unfortunate that the advice services and the food bank would be well used this year. Touching on the comments made by the Mayor at the start of the meeting he noted there would be staff within the hospitality sector that would have to avail of these services. Businesses were really struggling since the introduction of the vaccine passports and in that regard expressed his disappointment and frustration with the lack of support available for businesses.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Cummings, that the recommendation be adopted.

13.	Sealing Documents 

RESOLVED: -	(On the proposal of Councillor Edmund, 
seconded by Councillor Douglas)

THAT the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:-
a) Right of Burials Nos 14062 – 14085

14.	Transfer of Rights of Burial 

The following transfer applications were received; 

Comber Cemetery Section 19 Grave 58
           Clandeboye Section PX Grave 6564

(Councillor Kennedy re-entered the meeting - 8.29 pm)

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Carson, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that the above transfers be approved. 

15.	Notice of Motion Status Report (CG12172)
		(Appendix XIV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration attaching a Status Report in respect of Notices of Motion. 

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and it aimed to keep Members updated on the outcome of motions.  Please note that as each motion that was dealt with was removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that the recommendation be adopted. 

(Councillors Blaney and T Smith withdrew from the meeting – 8.30 pm)

[bookmark: _Hlk77936474]16.	Notices of Motion

[bookmark: _Hlk86846864][bookmark: _Hlk80109340]16.1	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Kendall and Councillor Dunlop

This Council recognises and acknowledges the potential symptoms and impacts experienced during peri-menopause and menopause, and will treat all staff fairly and equally, with dignity and respect, whilst seeking to improve their wellbeing, comfort and general health.

Furthermore, council officers will introduce a policy that shows commitment to supporting the wellbeing of our workforce by ensuring appropriate support is available to anyone experiencing symptoms or impacts associated with menopause.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Dunlop, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Committee. 

16.2	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Thompson and Councillor Edmund

That this Council recognises the need for an additional park and ride to serve the Ards Peninsula and agrees to lobby Translink and the Department of Infrastructure to seriously consider this facility, which would further reduce vehicle movements within the Borough and assist our residents to continue to reduce the Borough's carbon footprint. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk86846949]16.3 	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Greer and Councillor McAlpine

That this Council includes funds for an additional resource to deal with Public Rights of Way as part of the Estimates process for 2022/23.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor McAlpine, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Committee. 

16.4	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor McKee and Councillor Boyle 

That this Council recognises that an unprecedented number of workers have lost, or are at risk of losing their jobs due to the Covid-19 pandemic; acknowledges that workers who lose their jobs should be entitled to fair compensation and due process; is concerned that companies are using the Covid-19 crisis to by-pass collective redundancy consultation processes and are adopting the ‘fire and rehire’ approach to re-employ workers on worse terms and conditions; and calls on the Minister for Economy to bring forward legislation that strengthens redundancy protections for workers to protect against 'fire and rehire' and delivers on the New Decade New Approach Agreement employment commitments to improve worker's rights and entitlements.
[bookmark: _Hlk86847077][bookmark: _Hlk86911941]
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKee, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Committee. 

Circulated for Information: 

(a) LGBC Letter to Chief Executives of Councils  
(b) Housing Council December Bulletin and Housing Council Minutes dated 11 November 2021 
(c) Kircubbin Post Office 

NOTED. 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor McKimm, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 

Minutes of Regeneration and Development Committee dated 9 December 2021 continued…

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

17.    Tender for the Supply and Delivery of Cycle Equipment 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

18.    Amendment to Standing Order 23 (Call-In)
	(Appendices XV - XX)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

19.	Lisa Dorrian Memorial Bench 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

20.	Lease for premises at 3 Park Drive, Bangor 
	(Appendix XXI)
	
***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor McClean, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting. 

The Mayor wished all Members a Merry Christmas. 

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 9.09 pm.  

