

C.30.11.2022
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the Town Hall, The Castle, Bangor and via Zoom, on Wednesday, 30 November 2022 commencing at 7.00pm.  

***Note Council Meeting 21 December 2022***

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Douglas)

	Aldermen:




	Carson
Gibson
Irvine
McDowell

	McIlveen
M Smith
Wilson

	Councillors:



	Adair
Blaney
Boyle
Brooks
Cathcart
Chambers
Cooper (7.08pm)
Cummings
Edmund
Gilmour
Greer
Irvine
Irwin
Johnson
	Kennedy
MacArthur
McAlpine
McClean
McKee
McKimm
McRandal
Moore
Smart
P Smith
T Smith
Thompson
Walker
Woods



Officers:	Chief Executive (S Reid), Director of Organisational Development and Administration (W Swanston), Director of Finance and Performance (S Christie), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Director of Community & Wellbeing (G Bannister), Corporate Communications Manager (C Jackson) and Democratic Services Officers (P Foster & R King) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor (Councillor Douglas) welcomed everyone to the meeting and commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer. 

NOTED.






2.	APOLOGIES 

The Mayor sought apologies.

Apologies were received from Alderman Keery.

NOTED. 

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Mayor asked for any Declarations of Interest and the following were made:

Councillors Irwin and Woods – Item 10 - Deputation Request from Holywood Football Club

Councillor Cathcart – Item 24 - Call-In Rescinding Motion on Office Rationalisation

NOTED.

4.	MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

Firstly, the Mayor expressed her delight to welcome colleagues back to the Chamber after more than two years of virtual meetings. She noted it had been many months of work, but tonight was the beginning of hybrid Council meetings, with Committee meetings in December to follow.  

She stated that members would also be aware of the Civic Reception which would be held in the Chamber that Friday, 2 December 2022, which would feature the presentation of the Letters Patent to confer City Status on Bangor. She stated this would be a special and unique event, which she was sure many members were looking forward to.

She referred to Rhys McClenaghan’s recent achievement of winning a gold medal and becoming World Champion at the World Gymnastics Championships held at Liverpool. She added that it would be her intention to host Rhys at a celebratory event in the Mayor’s Parlour.

At this stage Councillor Cathcart took a few moments to acknowledge Peter Weir becoming a peer within the House of Lords and to be known as Lord Weir of Ballyholme. He paid tribute to Mr Weir adding that he would be an asset to the House of Lords and asked that the Mayor send him a letter of congratulations

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Cathcart, that the Mayor’s comments be noted. 





5. 	MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk50388641]	(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of October 2022.

The Mayor also took the opportunity express her thanks to the Royal British Legion and local community groups who had been involved with the organisation of the Remembrance Services which had taken place across the Borough. She stated that it was important for all to remember those who had made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms everyone enjoyed in present times.

Continuing the Mayor stated that it had been great to be able to join the public in several public consultations in respect of the City and Towns Masterplans and PeacePlus funding opportunities. 

At this stage the Mayor referred to several visits she had made to local businesses across the Borough which were continuing to face challenges in the current economic climate and as such the message very much remained for everyone to shop local where possible. 

The Mayor then reported on several meetings recently held with local charities throughout the month adding that she wished to express her thanks to all for their support and for the services which they continued to offer across the entire community.

Finally, she stated that it had been a joy to join Santa for the start of the Christmas Light Switch Ons and again she expressed her thanks to all those in the local community and Council officers all of whom had been working so hard to make those family fun events so special. She added that following the recent Mayor’s Charity Pub Quiz a total of approximately £2,000 had been raised for the Mayor’s three chosen charities and she expressed her thanks to all involved and to those who had attended.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor McClean, that the information be noted. 

6.	MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26 OCTOBER 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the minutes be adopted. 




7.	MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

7.1	Planning Committee dated 1 November 2022 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Gibson, seconded by Councillor McRandal, that the minutes be adopted.

7.2.	Environment Committee dated 2 November 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

Alderman McDowell proposed, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the minutes be adopted.

Alderman Smith commented that she had attended the meeting but had not been marked as being present.

NOTED.

Item 11 - Follow Up Report - Regulation of HRC Use

Councillor Woods referred to the new permit system which was being introduced for use at HRC’s and asked if any further information would be provided to residents on this. She also asked if there were any proposals to reduce the number of landfill skips at HRC’s.

(Councillor McClean left the Chamber at this stage – 7.16pm)

In response, the Director of Environment confirmed that a resident could apply for a permit for which they could then nominate a supplier to act on their behalf.

Councillor Woods asked if any further information on the new arrangements would be circulated to residents of the Borough.

The Director of Environment replied stating that the information provided in the leaflet already circulated to residents was technically correct. 

In response to a query from Councillor T Smith about householders having to accompany their nominated supplier, the Director reiterated that the householder just had to nominate someone to act on their behalf. He added that multiple runs could be undertaken by the same supplier in the same vehicle as long as they had permits for those. 





Alderman Wilson queried whether such a system could be open to abuse, to which the Director reminded members that that very concern had been debated at length by the committee. After consideration by members, it was agreed the proposals put forward closed off any potential for that to take place. It was noted items for disposal would need to be itemised on the permit.

NOTED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the minutes be adopted.

7.3.	Regeneration and Development Committee dated 3 November 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

Councillor Cummings proposed, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the minutes be adopted.

Item 4 - Rural Signage Scheme Update

Councillor Boyle noted that a number of signs had been subject to criminal damage, and he asked if any associated costs with that would be recoverable by the Council.

In response, the Director of Regeneration, Development & Planning indicated that she was not too sure if that would be possible and would check with officers and report back to the member in due course.

NOTED.

Item 8 – Queen’s Parade Update

Councillor Cathcart indicated that he wished to raise this item which was considered ‘In Committee’.

NOTED.

Item 4 - Rural Signage Scheme Update

Councillor Thompson welcomed the update particularly as they had been the subject of his earlier Notice of Motion and with the assistance of the Ards Peninsula Village Partnerships this had now come to fruition. Continuing he noted there had been some issues with the positioning of a number of the signs but welcomed that those where such issues had subsequently been resolved. 

NOTED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cummings, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the minutes be adopted.


7.4.	Corporate Services Committee dated 8 November 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

Councillor P Smith proposed, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the minutes be adopted.

Item 5 – City Status Update

Councillor T Smith referred to the proposals to name a place or building in Bangor in Her Majesty The Queen’s honour and suggested that this was something which should be considered across the entire Borough, given the huge affection with which she was held. He encouraged officers to consult with local communities on this matter. 

At this stage Councillor Cathcart reminded members that it was Bangor town which had been granted ‘city status’, rather than the Borough in its entirety.

NOTED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the minutes be adopted.

7.5.	Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 9 November 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

Councillor Edmund proposed, seconded by Councillor MacArthur, that the minutes be adopted.

Item 3 – Victoria Primary School Play Area – Response to Notice of Motion

Councillor Adair proposed an amendment, seconded by Councillor MacArthur, that Council note Ballyhalbert Sports Clubs no longer avail of facilities at Glastry College (due to facilities being closed to the public in winter months). Further that Council express concerns at lack of lighting and proper footway link connecting the village to Glastry College and write to the Department for Infrastructure requesting the upgrade of existing footway on Victoria Road to include widening curbing along with lighting to promote a safer route to school and connecting the village to Glastry College via a safe and assessable footway. The possibility for a project fronting Victoria Primary Ballyhalbert could potentially be added to the list of projects being put forward for Peace Plus funding and considered by the Peace Plus Partnership and progressed through the process outlined above in the report. Consideration should also be given to the other sites identified in the Play Strategy for older children provision as part of the Peace Plus process that could be delivered on Council land.

Furthermore, that officers bring back a report to Council following the conclusion of the Peace Plus consultation advising members of any council applications going forward to deliver facilities for children and young people across the Borough.

The proposer, Councillor Adair, welcomed the report and its outcomes however he did have concerns in respect of the facilities at Ballyhalbert, where currently there was no safe footway link to enable pedestrians to access the facility. He welcomed the consultation which had been undertaken by Peace Plus adding that he would look forward to the outcome of that. In summing up he suggested there may be additional funding available from Rural Development funding sources and encouraged members to support his amendment.

Concurring with those comments, the seconder, Councillor Edmund agreed that it was unfortunate that currently there was no suitable walkway or lighting in place to enable pedestrians to safely access the facility in question.

Commenting in support, Councillor Boyle indicated that he had previously supported reports on this matter and added that Ballyhalbert was a growing village and as such those most in need should be supported.

Councillor McAlpine reported that she had been in contact with representatives from the Education Authority about this especially given the current situation which saw a very expensive facility sited on the outskirts of the village which could not be properly accessed. She thanked the proposer and seconder for bringing forward their proposal to Council.

AGREED.

Item 18 – Community Development Grants Assessment 2023-2024

Councillor Cathcart welcomed the report and expressed his thanks to all of those who had been involved in it. Continuing, he noted there was no external funding available for running costs and asked what the Council was doing to offer assistance to community groups.

In response, the Director of Community and Wellbeing confirmed that officers had access to ‘Grant Finder’ which highlighted those areas were external funding could be applied for. 

Thanking Councillor Cathcart for his comments, Councillor MacArthur sought further information on the ‘warm spaces’ initiative.

The Director confirmed this initiative was still in the very early stages but was one which any Group could offer the use of its space for that purpose. 

Councillor MacArthur commented on the difficulties faced by faith groups in obtaining grant funding for such initiatives and as such she asked if there were any plans to get in touch with them to discuss any requirements they may have for funding.

In response, the Director indicated that was not the approach which had been adopted to date and instead they would be encouraged to get in touch with the Council directly.

NOTED.

Item 8 – Local Biodiversity Action Plan 2022-2032

Councillor McKee welcomed the proposed consultation on the Biodiversity Action Plan which demonstrated the Council’s commitment to environmental progress. He asked if any dates had yet been confirmed for the commencement of the public consultation.

By way of response the Director indicated that currently there were no specific dates for that yet, however following ratification of the Council minutes the next steps to commence the consultation process could be undertaken. 

NOTED.

Item 21 – Ards Peninsula 3G Multi Use-Pitch

At this stage Councillor Adair, referred to the MUGA at Portavogie commenting that this would be the second week Portavogie Football Club would be without pitch lights. He stated that was something which had been promised by the Council and despite sending several emails to Council officers about this he had yet to receive a response. 

The Director of Community and Wellbeing commented stating that as far as he was aware the matter had been responded to by his colleague, the Director of Environment. 

Councillor Adair stated that it was something which needed to be addressed as a matter of urgency. 

NOTED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor MacArthur, the minutes be adopted subject to the following amendment that Council notes Ballyhalbert Sports Clubs no longer avail of facilities at Glastry College (due to facilities being closed to the public in winter months). That Council expresses concerns at lack of lighting and proper footway link connecting the village to Glastry College and writes to the Department for Infrastructure requesting the upgrade of existing footway on Victoria Road to include the widening of curbing along with lighting to promote a safer route to school and connecting the village to Glastry College via a safe and accessible footway. The possibility for a project fronting Victoria Primary, Ballyhalbert could potentially be added to the list of projects being put forward for Peace Plus and considered by the Peace Plus Partnership and progressed through the process outlined above in the report. Consideration should also be given to the other sites identified in the Play Strategy for older children provision as part of the Peace Plus process that could be delivered on Council land.

Furthermore, that officers bring back a report to Council following the conclusion of the Peace Plus consultation advising members of any council applications going forward to deliver facilities for children and young people across our Borough.

7.6.	Special Corporate Services Committee dated 17 November 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

Councillor P Smith proposed, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the minutes be adopted.

Page 19 – Item 6 - Estimates 2023/24 UPDATE 2

Councillor McKimm indicated that he wished to raise a matter under this item of discussion ‘In Committee’.

NOTED.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the minutes be adopted.

(Councillor Chambers left the meeting at this stage – 7.55pm)

[bookmark: _Hlk76386783][bookmark: _Hlk92202885]8.	CONSULTATIONS

8.1 	Waterways Ireland is consulting on its Draft Equality Action Plan 2023-2025 and Draft Disability Action Plan 2023-2025 

		PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Consultation document available at Waterways Ireland | About Us | Public Consultations,  Consultation closes 10 January 2023 at 4.00pm

	   RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.2	The Draft Planning Fees (Deemed Planning Applications and Appeal) (Amendment) Regulations (NI) 2022 Consultation

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Consultation documents available at https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/consultations/draft-planning-fees-deemed-planning-aplications-and-appeal-amendment-regulations-ni-2022. Consultation closes 20 December 2022 at 23:59. 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning stating that the Planning Appeals Commission, often referred to as the PAC was an independent appellate body which dealt with a wide range of land use planning issues and related matters. The Commission’s functions fell into two broad categories arising from decisions of local Council planning departments and decisions or proposals of Northern Ireland Assembly Departments: • Decisions on Appeals - the Commission makes decisions on appeals against Council decisions on a wide range of planning and environmental matters; • Hearing and Reporting on Public Inquiries/Hearings/Examinations - the Commission makes recommendations on a wide range of cases referred to it by government Departments or arising from decisions of Departments. The final decision in those matters was taken by the relevant Department.

The Northern Ireland Courts and Tribunal Service (NICTS) had responsibility for the administration of PAC, and Department of Justice had the power to create Regulations that prescribe its procedure The Planning Fees (Deemed Planning Applications and Appeals) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (”the Regulations”) prescribe the fees to be charged for planning appeals and deemed planning applications from 1 April 2015. The Regulations only affect the work of PAC and not the Council as local planning authority. The Department of Justice had issued a consultation dated 25 October 2022 seeking views on the proposed increase to the fees charged for submitting an appeal to the PAC. Whilst the Department for Infrastructure had increased planning fees once since 2015, the PAC had not had the benefit of any increase in that time, and the increased proposed were minor in relation to the 2015 rates. The increase in fees did not in any way benefit the Council, and therefore it was not considered that the Council should have any objection to the proposed revision to the Regulations relating to the PAC. Officers therefore recommended responding to the consultation to set out that the Council was supportive of the proposed increase.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes this report and the attached consultation and approves the Head of Planning to respond to the consultation setting out that the Council is supportive of the proposed Regulations.

	  RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.3.	DfI – Public Consultation on Miscarriage Leave and Pay 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Consultation document https://consultations.nidirect.gov.uk/dfe/miscarriage-leave-and-pay-consultation/ Consultation closes 19 December 2022 at 5pm.

	  RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.4.	NIPB Corporate Plan 2023 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Consultation document Corporate Plan 2023-25 Consultation | Northern Ireland Policing Board (nipolicingboard.org.uk) Consultation closes 16 January 2023 at noon.

           RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.





8.5.	DEARA Consultation on Proposed Introduction of Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Herd Restrictions 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Consultation document https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/consultations/BVD-herd-restrictions Consultation closes 20 December 2022 

           RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.6.	DoJ - Call for Evidence on the abuse of position of trust offences as contained within the Sexual Offences (Northern Ireland) Order 2008 
	
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Abuse of Position of Trust Offences: Extension of the Law – A Call for Evidence | Department of Justice (justice-ni.gov.uk) Consultation closes on 22 December 2022 at 12pm 

           RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.7.	DoH -Launch of Public Consultation on Proposed Closure of Muckamore Abbey Hospital 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Public consultation on future of Muckamore Abbey Hospital | Department of Health (health-ni.gov.uk) Consultation closes on 24 January 2023 (Correspondence attached)

	  RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

8.8.	The Boundary Commission for Northern Ireland (BCNI) - Revised proposals for Parliamentary constituencies in Northern Ireland

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- www.boundarycommission.org.uk/2023-review-parliamentary-constituencies Consultation closes on 15 December 2022

	  RESOLVED, that the Consultation be noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk85539342]9.	DEPUTATION REQUEST FROM ARDS AND NORTH DOWN DANCE SCHOOL  (Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive stating that a request to make a deputation had been received from Sam Barbour of Ards and North Down Dance Club, to inform Council of its proposals regarding Age Friendly Dancing for Senior Citizens.

RECOMMENDED that Council considers the request from Ards and North Down Dance Club.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that Council agrees to the deputation request, and this be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.
10.	DEPUTATION REQUEST FROM HOLYWOOD FOOTBALL CLUB (Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive stating that request to make a deputation to the Community and Wellbeing Committee had been received from Gordon Donaldson of Holywood Football Club.

The deputation request stated the following:

“Holywood Football Club was established in 1983, and from humble beginnings, it has now grown to over 450 playing members, and almost 100 volunteers.  Each weekend, there are 20 teams playing in their respective Irish FA affiliated leagues. This consists of 3 Senior Men’s teams,1 Senior Ladies team, 15 Youth Teams and 1 Girls Team.”

“Our town has only one football club, and we are proud to be a cross community club.  Our strapline of “One Club One Community” in engrained within our culture.”  

“Although what we do is based around football, the development and support of our members within the Holywood community is at the forefront of the committee members’ minds. This encompasses physical and mental health, and the development of boys and girls to not only “play the right way”, but also to “live the right way”.”

“Our recent successes on the pitch (for example, all 3 Senior teams gained promotion from their respective leagues last season) and off the pitch (significant increase in members, across the entire club on Seniors, Ladies, Youth boys and girls) – is creating significant challenges for us.”

“We spend over £30k per year renting Council pitches for matches and training.  This is not sustainable, and we are now living month to month with regards our financial position.”

“We are now being forced look outside the borough for cheaper options as to our main facility Spafield 3G does not represent value for money. This was communicated to the Council via a presentation in June 2022.”

“At the June presentation to the Council (Leisure Services and Compliance Manager), we also highlighted the fact that we cannot access the countless IFA and government grants available, as we do not own our facilities, nor do we have a long-term lease. We asked the council to consider a lease, as we are the only local sports club using this facility.”

“Other short-term challenges, along with opportunities, were presented such as the need for retractable pitch side nets at Spafield.”

“Unfortunately, all our requests for Council support fell on deaf ears.”

“We are now in a position where not only are we turning away people who want to join due to the lack of 3G facilities, but our Club’s survival is now at stake.  Other comparable sports clubs do not face the same costs as we do with regards pitch hire.”

“We rely on sponsorship from the community businesses to bridge the gap between members fees and running costs.  This gap is growing as sponsorship is getting harder to obtain, at a time when costs of pitch hire, referees, kits etc. are all increasing.”

“This deputation request is to firstly make the Councillors aware of who we are and what we do, along with our challenges, opportunities and our vision.”

RECOMMENDED that Council considers the request from Holywood Football Club.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor Johnson that Council agrees to the deputation request, and this be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee. 

11.	Schedule of Meetings 2023 (FILE DS30) (Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration stating that a schedule of meetings for 2023 had been attached.

Members would be aware that there may be a change to the Local Government Elections date currently scheduled for 4 May 2023. Should this date change, Council would review the schedule accordingly. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the attached timetable.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.

12.	Nomination to Northern Ireland Museums Council  (Appendix V)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive stating that Northern Ireland Museums Council (NIMC) was an arm’s length body that was sponsored by the Department for Communities and was responsible for developing the local museum sector.  

Nominations to the board of NIMC occurred on a cyclical basis between the eligible authorities. They were now seeking a nominated representative of Ards and North Down Borough Council to join. The candidate information booklet could be found in the attached appendix. 

RECOMMENDED that Council nominates a Member to the Northern Ireland Museums Council Board. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cummings, seconded by Councillor Greer, that the recommendation be adopted and that the Mayor, Councillor Douglas be nominated to the Northern Ireland Museums Council Board.

13.	Grant of Entertainment Licence (FILE LR 100 / 90101) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Environment stating that an application had been received for the grant of entertainment licence as follows: 

1. 19 Coffee House, Blackwood Golf Centre, 150 Crawfordsburn Road, Bangor

Applicant: Mr Dominik Sobowa, Holborn Avenue, Bangor

Days and Hours: Monday to Sunday during the permitted hours when alcohol may be served on these premises under the Licensing (NI) Order 1996

Type of entertainment: Indoor dancing, singing and music or any other entertainment of a like kind.

The above application had been publicly advertised and no objections had been received.

The PSNI and NIFRS had also advised that they had no objections.

RECOMMENDED that the Council grants the application

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Alderman Wilson, that the recommendation be adopted.

14.	Cemetery Pricing (file PCA57) (Appendix VI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing stating that Ards and North Down Borough Council was responsible for the management and maintenance of twelve active cemeteries, two closed cemeteries and seven historical cemeteries.

Members may be aware that Council Cemetery pricing was last increased by 2% in April 2022 however there had been no increase in the 2021/22 financial year. 

Currently the Cemetery department was operating at an annual deficit of approximately £600,000 excluding utilities, capital costs and general maintenance. 

The following report outlined the applicable charges relating to the Cemeteries Service across the Borough. In line with the budget setting process, it was proposed to apply a 10.00% increase to the cemetery charges for 2023/24, rounded to the nearest £1 for each charge. This was above the 5% already submitted by the service for the estimates process, a 5% is also submitted for information. Members were reminded that the current rate of inflation was 11.1%. 

Officers had bench marked the pricing across neighbouring Councils and in several of the pricing categories Ards and North Down were significantly lower in the cost of burial provision.

In addition, officers would suggest that members considered an annual inflationary increase to be applied to the Scale of Charges using a percentage uplift based on the October ‘Office of National Statistics Consumer Prices Index (CPI): All Items Index’s from 1st January each year. 

The table in the Appendix set out the current charges together with the proposed charges for 2022/23.

Income generated by the Cemeteries department for the financial year 2021/2022, was £438,515. An uplift of 5% would bring this income figure to £460,441 or £21,925 additional income. An uplift of 10% would bring this to £482,367 or £43,851 additional income. As members could see with an income uplift of 10% the cemetery department would have a reduced deficit of approximately £555,000.

Members should note that this report was brought to a recent meeting of the Community and Wellbeing Committee but failed to attract a seconder. Therefore, it had been brought to Council for decision. 

RECOMMENDED that Council approves a 10% increase to the cemetery charges for 2023/24 as outlined above and set out in the Appendix, and also approve the annual percentage uplift for subsequent years to be in line with the October Consumer Price Index (CPI) applicable from the start of each year.

Councillor P Smith proposed, seconded by Councillor T Smith, that Council defers this for consideration under the rate setting process.

Councillor Greer while supportive of the proposal, sought clarification that it would be considered as part the overall rates report.

To provide clarification, the Chief Executive confirmed that this matter would not be treated separately but instead would be considered as part the Council’s ongoing rates setting process and reported back to Council in due course. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor T Smith, that Council defers this for consideration under the rate setting process.

15.	Delegated Authority for Regeneration and Development Committee 5 January 2023 to approve LMP tenders (file RDP47)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Regeneration, Development & Planning stating that the Department for Communities (DfC) made funding available for each of the 11 Councils to develop its own Interim Labour Market Partnership (ILMP) with funding being available until the end of March 2022. 

Additional funding for an Interim Action Plan for 2022-23, and a further three-year Action Plan for 2023-2026 were planned subject to the Executive’s approved funding. The DfC Letter of Offer for the period 2022-23 was received on 10 June 2022. 

Due to DfC receiving less funding than anticipated and a slight increase to Administration costs, the Operational Budget had seen a reduction from what was originally offered. 

Therefore, the indicative offer of funding by DfC was split as followed: 

• Administration Costs: 	£101,999.21 
• Operational Costs: 	£300,741.59 
It was reported in September 2022 that a Letter of Offer Acceptance Form for the Operational Budget was signed by the Council’s Chief Executive and returned following Council approval on 30 June 2022. 

It was further noted that a Letter of Offer in relation to the Administration Costs (staff and administration resources) was received to allow for the set-up and running of the LMP on 15 April 2022. This funding was guaranteed by the DfC. 

However, the Letter of Offer relating to the Operational Costs was indicative and subject to an internal business case being agreed by DfC. Although it was stated in the Letter of Offer that the business case would be agreed by the end of June 2022, the Letter of Offer was only issued on 4 November 2022.  

The LMP staff had been preparing the tenders relating to the projects agreed in the LMP action plan, so that they were ready to be issued as soon as the letter of offer was received.  However, it now left little time to proceed with the tenders and deliver the projects before the end of the financial year. 

It was felt this could be achieved if tenders were issued at the latest on 14 November and the outcome approved at the December 2022 Council meeting. 

There was however the potential that should an extension be requested by the tenderers that it would not be possible to present the tender recommendation reports to December Council. It was therefore requested that Council granted delegated authority to the January Regeneration and Development Committee to approve the following tenders, if required:

· Job Focussed Academy to Upskills unemployed people with Disabilities
· Health and Social Care Academy
· Job Focussed Academy (general)

RECOMMENDED that Council grants delegated authority, to approve the above-mentioned tenders, to the January 2023 Regeneration and Development Committee should time not permit for the reports to be presented to Council in December 2022.

(Councillor Chambers re-entered the Chamber at this stage – 8.00pm)

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the recommendation be adopted.

16.	Continuation of Bangor Aurora Joint Management Committee 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive stating that places on working groups were filled through nomination at the Council’s Annual Meeting and were thus held by individual members rather than Parties. When a position became vacant, it reverted back to Council to nominate a member to fill the place rather than Party Nominating Officers.  

A vacancy had arisen, following the resignation of Councillor Gilmour from the Bangor Aurora Joint Management Committee. Since this vacancy had arisen, officers had considered the objective of the Committee. 

This Committee was created to act as a conduit for the sporting bodies using Aurora to meet to ensure that all issues were being addressed. The Ards and North Down Sports Forum now functioned as the link between clubs and the Council, with meetings of the Committee becoming infrequent. Sporting bodies had been functioning well within the centre and any previous issues had since been addressed. This was coupled with the decision to insource the operation of the former North Down Borough Council facilities including Bangor Aurora.  

RECOMMENDED that the Council disbands the Bangor Aurora Joint Management Committee. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the recommendation be adopted.

(Councillor MacArthur declared an interest in the next item was put on hold via Zoom at this stage – 8.01pm)

16.1.	Choice Housing Annual Report 2021/22 Update

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive stating that at a recent meeting of the Council, the Choice Housing Ireland Limited Annual Report 2021/22 was circulated for information. At the meeting, it was debated and agreed:

“That Council write to Choice Housing Association expressing our disappointment at the Suspension of The Tenants Financial Support Fund expressing concern that not all tenants were able to avail of this funding opportunity and request that in interests of fairness and equality to all tenants that the fund is reopened to enable all tenants to benefit from this funding opportunities fairly.” 

Following this, a letter was sent from the Chief Executive on 15 November to the Chief Executive of Choice Housing, Mr Michael McDonnell. A response was received from Mr McDonnell on 18 November. 

Mr McDonnell sought to clarify the nature and purpose of the support fund for tenants. A number of measures were introduced during the pandemic to support tenants in need and increased the scale of this ‘safety net’ for the year 2022/23.

There were currently four elements which were delivered through Choice House partners, namely:

· Funding for food banks operated by the Trussell Trust.
· Household ‘start-up packs’ for new tenants operated by Homeless Connect; and
· Two initiatives delivered with Bryson Charitable Group to address fuel poverty and to help with the purchase of white goods.
Whilst Choice Housing had ring-fenced a significant amount of money for this programme, it was ultimately limited and was therefore targeted at the most vulnerable.

Following misleading information circulated on social media, requests for fuel poverty contributions, in particular, had recently spiked and they have had to suspend that element until pending applications had been appropriately assessed. 

This assessment was designed to ensure that support went to those tenants who were in severe financial difficulties and were working with the Financial Inclusion Team who could provide a broad range of advice and guidance, and signpost tenants to other sources of help. 

Mr McDonnell also wished to highlight that Choice Housing offer advice through their in-house Energy Team who had been assisting tenants to get best value from their energy consumption for many years. 

RECOMMENDED that Council notes this report. 

(Councillor Greer left the meeting at this stage – 8.02pm)

Councillor Adair proposed, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that Council thank Choice Housing for their response and information but would request that Choice Housing answer the specific of the questions in relation to the Tenants Financial Support Fund.   Furthermore, that Council writes to Choice Housing Association expressing its disappointment at the suspension of The Tenants Financial Support Fund expressing concern that not all tenants were able to avail of this funding opportunity and request that in interests of fairness and equality to all tenants that the fund is reopened to enable all tenants to benefit from this funding opportunities fairly.

The proposer, Councillor Adair, expressed disappointment at the lack of specific response to his questions on this matter. He referred to information which had been shared via social media about the Fund and was of the view that in the interests of equality and fairness all tenants should be able to avail of this.

Commenting as seconder, Councillor Edmund concurred with Councillor Adair, adding that the proposal had been made in the interests of equality.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that Council thank Choice Housing for their response and information but would request that Choice Housing answer the specific of the questions in relation to the Tenants Financial Support Fund.   Furthermore, that Council writes to Choice Housing Association expressing its disappointment at the suspension of The Tenants Financial Support Fund expressing concern that not all tenants were able to avail of this funding opportunity and request that in interests of fairness and equality to all tenants that the fund is reopened to enable all tenants to benefit from this funding opportunities fairly.

(Councillors Greer & McClean re-entered the Chamber at this stage – 8.05pm)

(Councillor MacArthur rejoined the meeting via Zoom at this stage – 8.05pm)

17.	SEALING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED: -	(On the proposal of Alderman Gibson, 
seconded by Councillor Cathcart)

THAT the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents: -
a) Grant of Rights of Burial: Nos 14430-14475
b) Duplicate Right of Burial:
Movilla cemetery Section 47 Grave 13
c) Queen’s Parade Deed of Variation Agreement

18.	Transfers of rights of Burial

The following transfer applications were received: -

AN 4549 Gawley to Gawley
Redburn Cemetery Grave 2216 Connolly to Connolly
Movilla Cemetery Section 37 Grave 135 Hindsberg to Gormley
Movilla Cemetery Section 58 Grave 39 Price to Price Clandeboye Cemetery
Movilla Cemetery Section 58 Grave 40 Price to Price

	RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Gibson, seconded by Councillor Cathcart, that the information be noted.   
	
19.	NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT
	(Appendix VII)
	 
[bookmark: _Hlk70427632]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the Status Report in respect of Notice of Motions was attached.   

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep members updated on the outcome of Motions.  Please note that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Gibson, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.




20.	NOTICES OF mOTION 
[bookmark: _Hlk92203126]
[bookmark: _Hlk76385937]20.1.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Adair and Thompson

Councillor Adair proposed, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that Council task officers to work with The National Trust to source external funding to develop and regenerate the Car Park at Knockinelder Bay for the benefit of residents and tourists alike in seeking to deliver the Councils Tourism Strategy for the Ards Peninsula
 
Councillor Adair indicated that he wished to make a slight amendment to his notice of motion as detailed below:

“That Council task officers to work with The National Trust to source external funding to develop and regenerate the Car Parks at Glastry Clay Pits & knockinelder Bay for the benefit of residents and tourists alike in seeking to deliver the Councils Tourism Strategy for the Ards Peninsula”.

[bookmark: _Hlk92203195]RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Regeneration & Development Committee.

20.2	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Irwin & McAlpine 

Councillor Irwin proposed, seconded by Councillor McAlpine, that this Council requests officers bring back a report on the possibility of serving an Urgent Works Notice on the owners of Ballyrolly House, Millisle, in light of its status as a Grade B2 listed building which is in a perilous state.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Irwin, seconded by Councillor McAlpine, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Planning Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk92203253]20.3.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Cathcart and Gilmour 

Councillor Cathcart proposed, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that this Council recognises the difficulties faced by local businesses during this ‘cost of doing business crisis’, especially on business cash flow.  The Council will therefore review the current requirement for advanced payments for Council bin collection services to help ease cash flow issues.  An officers’ report will be brought back to the appropriate committee.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee.
 
20.4.	Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman McIlveen and Councillor Cummings

Alderman McIlveen proposed, seconded by Councillor Cummings, that Council officers open discussions with Historic Environment Division regarding the return of the 13th century ‘Movilla Stones’ to the Borough and the provision of a suitable site for these to be located. Officers are also tasked with promoting these extremely important archaeological artefacts in the local community and local schools when the stones have been returned.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Cummings, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community & Wellbeing Committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk92203442]
Circulated for Information

a) Department for Health Press Release - For Now For and For Future - An Advance Care Planning Policy for adults in Northern Ireland (Correspondence attached)
b) October 2022 Newsletter for the Independent Review of Children’s Social Care Services (Correspondence attached)
c) Department of Education – Outcome of Consultation on Period Products (Free Provision) Regulations (Correspondence attached)
d) Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs – Summary of Consultation Responses to the Introduction of Reforms to the Packaging Waste Recycling Note (PRN) and Packaging Waste Export Recycling Note (PERN) Systems and Operator Approval (Correspondence attached)
e) Energy Strategy E-Bulletin (Correspondence attached)
f) DoF Business Rates Update (Correspondence attached)

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the items which were Circulated for Information be noted.  

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor P Smith, that the public/press be excluded from the undernoted items of confidential business. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102037890]
7.3.	Regeneration and Development Committee dated 3 November 2022

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

7.6.	Special Corporate Services Committee dated 17 November 2022

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***
SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

21.	Extension of Contract for Provision of Corporate Uniform, Casual Uniform, Leisure Uniform and Protective Workwear (FILE PRO100)  

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

22.	Filling of Directors posts and changes to Committee

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

23.	Delegated Authority to sign SLA with Tourism NI for Market Led Product Development Programme 2022/23 (FILE TD176) (Appendix VIII) 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

24.	CALL-IN RESCINDING MOTION ON OFFICE RATIONALISATION (FILE CX144) (Appendix IX)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

READMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Alderman Wilson, that the public/press be readmitted to the meeting.   

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 8.24pm
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