

C.25.05.2022PM
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held remotely using Zoom on Wednesday, 25 May 2022 commencing at 7.00pm.  

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Brooks)

	Aldermen:




	Carson 
Gibson
W Irvine  
Keery 


	McDowell
McIlveen 
M Smith 
Wilson 

	Councillors:



	Adair 
Armstrong-Cotter
Blaney 
Boyle 
Cathcart 
Chambers 
Cooper 
Cummings
Douglas
Dunlop  
Edmund 
Gilmour 
Greer 
Johnson 
Irvine
	Kennedy
Kendall
MacArthur
McAlpine
McKee
McKimm
McRandal 
Smart
P Smith
T Smith 
Thompson
Walker




Officers:	Chief Executive (S Reid), Director of Finance and Performance (S Christie), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Head of Community and Culture (J Nixey), Corporate Communications Manager (C Jackson), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor,Councillor Brooks, welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited the  Chief Executive to read the Council prayer. 

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES 

The Mayor sought apologies at this stage.

Apologies were received from Alderman Girvan and apologies for lateness were received from Councillor Boyle.  

NOTED. 

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Mayor asked for any Declarations of Interest and none were made.   

NOTED.

4.	MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

The Mayor began by expressing his delight at having learnt on Friday past that Her Majesty The Queen had awarded City Status to Bangor as part of her momentous Platinum Jubilee celebrations.  He was sure that everyone would agree that it was an incredible honour to be selected along with seven other places across the United Kingdom, the Dependencies and Crown Territories.  The new status for Bangor would bring great opportunities for the entire Borough of Ards and North Down.  He looked forward to the formal ceremony and the granting of the Letters Patent, and in the meantime the news could be celebrated.  He put on record his thanks to the Officers of the Council who had prepared the successful bid on behalf of all of the Members of the Council and thought it had been very well done.  

He reminded Members of the range of Platinum Jubilee events which would be taking place throughout the Borough and hoped that they would be well supported. In particular, he mentioned the lighting of the Jubilee Beacons on the evening of 2nd June in Bangor, Ballyhalbert and the main event in Newtownards where the Vice Lord Lieutenant and the new Mayor would be in attendance. There would also be many street parties and fun events across the Borough, and Sea Bangor would  celebrate the Jubilee on the waterfront on the 4th and 5th June.

The Mayor offered warm congratulations to Councillor McClean and his wife on the birth of their first child, a son, Elias William Hector McClean.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Douglas, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the Mayor’s comments be noted. 

5. 	MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF may 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk105503565][bookmark: _Hlk50388641]	(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of May 2022.

The Mayor referred members to his List of Engagements undertaken for the month of May 2022 and took the opportunity to express his thanks to the Deputy Mayor Councillor Adair for his assistance throughout. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the information be noted. 

6.	MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27 April 2022

[bookmark: _Hlk104305307]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the minutes be adopted. 

7.	MINUTES OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 9 MAY 2022 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman M Smith, seconded by Councillor Irvine, that the minutes be adopted. 

8.	MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

8.1	Regeneration and Development Committee dated 10 May 2022 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

The Chief Executive clarified that Item 6 on that Committee was the Town Advisory Group minutes which should have been recorded ‘In Committee.’   

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the minutes be adopted.

8.2.	Corporate Committee dated 10 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the minutes be adopted.

8.2.1.	Arising from Item 6 Sustainability and Climate Change Policy 2022 (Amended) (Appendix II)

Matter Arising from Corporate Services Committee 10 May 2022. 

PREVOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration detailing that at the Corporate Services Committee on the 10th May 2022 it was agreed that the Council approved the Sustainability and Climate Change Policy 2022 subject to the inclusion of a reference to the declared climate emergency prior to ratification.

The amended policy was attached for approval.

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the Sustainability and Climate Change Policy 2022 which includes reference to the declared climate emergency. 

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor Dunlop, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the recommendation be adopted.   

8.3.	Environment Committee dated 11 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Armstrong-Cotter, seconded by Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted.

8.4.	Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 11 May 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the minutes be adopted.  

In respect of Item 12.2, Notice of Motion Submitted by Alderman Irvine and Alderman Keery

Councillor McKee proposed an amendment to the Notice of Motion that had been brought by Alderman Irvine and Alderman Keery at Item 8.4 which was seconded by Councillor Kendall.    

That this Council notes with the concern the recent decision taken to no longer lock playgrounds and MUGAs in the Borough. That a report is brought back on the matter that will look at maintaining a locking up schedule that will include the Bloomfield and Rathgill playparks and the playpark and MUGA at Clandeboye.

Councillor McKee expressed great sympathy for the residents of Bloomfield and Rathgill due to the antisocial behaviour they had endured in recent times and he was aware that his Green Party colleagues had been actively involved in trying to assist the residents affected. Unfortunately, it was not only in Bloomfield and Rathgill that antisocial behaviour had coincided with the end of locking of facilities.

In Clandeboye, the issues had not been attributed to young people but rather adults who had been responsible for the majority of the issues, most significantly with pet owners allowing dogs to be exercised and to foul in the children's park and sports facilities.  Therefore, he believed that with the residents of Clandeboye in mind, it would be prudent to include Clandeboye in the Officers evaluation of the locking up of those important and valuable community facilities.  He also suggested that the Council actively worked with residents in those communities to overcome the issues that were affecting those areas and people’s lives.

Alderman Irvine was happy to support that minor amendment to the other areas which had been highlighted during discussion of his Motion in relation to the locking up schedule for the summer months.    
Alderman McIlveen sought clarification from Officers since it had been his reading of the original Notice of Motion that the whole schedule would be considered and to name areas explicitly could lead to other areas being excluded.  In response, the Head of Community and Culture assured him that all play areas would be included, but that if there was a specific issue in Clandeboye, it could be looked at as part of the overall review.  Alderman McIlveen was happy to support the overall review to include all parks.  

Alderman Wilson also gave his support and was pleased that the Motion would cover all areas but additional consideration would need to be shown to areas where there were known to be long standing problems with anti social behaviour.  

With the understanding that all areas would be considered in the consideration Councillor McKee asked to keep his amendment to include Clandeboye and the Chair of the Committee, Councillor Thompson, was happy to accept that as were the other Members of the Committee.  

AGREED. 

In respect of Item 8, Indicative Programme of Events to Mark the 400th Anniversary of Kirkistown Castle 

Councillor Adair proposed an amendment which was seconded by Councillor Edmund, ‘that the decision on Kirkistown Castle 400th anniversary be referred back to the Committee for further consideration.’  

Councillor Adair began by thanking Officers for the report which had been presented to the Committee and the items which had been suggested were timely and would be well received.  He felt that a budget of £5k was acceptable but was disappointed that the Council could not find that level of funding.  He accepted that the proposal had been brought to the Committee’s attention rather late but insisted that Members were only made aware of the significance of the anniversary in recent months.  

He said this was a significant milestone in the Castle’s history and no one present would ever see the next one in one hundred years.  He reported that there was great excitement and anticipation being shown by the Cloughey community which hoped to celebrate the anniversary, and he believed the sum required was relatively modest.  He did not feel it was appropriate for the Council to simply refuse to allocate funding and felt it could do much better than that.  The celebration would bring the entire community together in marking one of the oldest buildings on the Ards Peninsula.  

Seconding the amendment Councillor Edmund  agreed with what his Council colleague had said and encouraged Officers and Members to work together to find what was a modest budget to help the Cloughey community celebrate in an appropriate manner and also promote the building as an attraction for those visiting the Borough.  Not to promote the Castle and its history would be in his opinion a lost opportunity.  

As Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee Councillor Thompson also gave his support and was aware that many members of the Committee were frustrated that no funding had been found to date. 

AGREED.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the minutes be adopted incorporating the amendements.

[bookmark: _Hlk76386783][bookmark: _Hlk92202885]9.	RESOLUTIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk85539342]9.1.	From Fermanagh and Omagh District Council – Public Holiday St Brigid’s Day (Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence dated 21 April 2022 from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council regarding Public Holiday St Brigid’s Day.  

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman Carson, that the recommendation that it be noted be adopted.

9.2.	From Fermanagh and Omagh District Council – Additional Roles for Local Councils (Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence dated 25 April 2022 from Fermanagh and Omagh Districk Council regarding additional roles for local Councils. 

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman Carson, that the recommendation that it be noted be adopted.

10.	Consultation Documents 

10.1.	Further Consultation on Body Worn Video – Northern Ireland Ambulance Service (Appendix V - VIII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence from the Northern Ireland Ambulance Service.

RECOMMENDED that the information be noted.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Carson, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the recommendation be adopted.  



[bookmark: _Hlk102037824]11.	Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Water and Drainage Policy Division Consultation 
(Appendix IX - XI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning detailing that the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) had commenced a consultation on a range of policy options being considered for inclusion in future primary legislation relating to water, flooding and sustainable drainage. The letter attached outlined that the consultation was open for a period of 12 weeks from 11 March 2022 until 3 June 2022.  The DFI consultation document,  ‘Water, Flooding and Sustainable Drainage:  Improving how we manage water’ set out the issues.

The consultation paper set out the background, including the wider consultation focusing on nine key policy areas where the Department for Infrastructure (“the Department”) considered that current policy could benefit from change. Those included providing additional powers, rectifying loopholes and strengthening existing powers:
· Powers for NI Water to implement wider water shortage measures. 
· Powers for NI Water to enter onto private land to carry out works for flood risk management purposes including construction of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS).
· Provision of an enabling power for the Department to introduce arrangements to encourage developers to use Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) as the preferred drainage solution in new developments
· Powers for NI Water to adopt certain drainage infrastructure, which was in private ownership and was constructed prior to 1st October 1973
· Enhanced powers for NI Water to deal with drain and sewer misconnections.
· Powers for NI Water to register Article 161 agreements in the Statutory Charges Register 
· Powers for the Department to grant fund Homeowner Flood Protection measures 
· Powers to provide for easements and additional compensation arrangements for affected landowners to facilitate flood storage
· Technical amendments to enable future amendment of subordinate legislation - Powers for the Department to amend, update or revoke the Drainage (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 and the Water Environment (Floods Directive) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2009.
Responses to the consultation were requested to be submitted by Friday 3 June 2022.  A draft response for consideration was included.  Input from Building Control, Emergency Planning, Environmental Health and the Council’s Sustainability Officer had been incorporated.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the consultation and agrees to submit the response as outlined.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor MacArthur, that the recommendation be adopted.   

12.	Annual Meeting Arrangements

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the report considered the arrangements, given the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, for the holding of the Council’s Annual Meeting.  Public health guidance required a risk assessment to be carried out of public spaces. The current risk assessment of the Council Chamber would permit up to 16 members (including the Mayor). 
A full Council meeting would require accommodation large enough for approximately 50 attendees plus the public and press, whilst the Annual Meeting could proceed with a reduced but quorate number and so the option of holding it physically in the Chamber was more feasible. That was the same arrangement as in 2021. 

It was recommended - dependent upon all Members not attending agreeing to voluntarily send their apologies - to proceed with the Annual Meeting on 1 June 2022 at 11am in the Council Chamber, Bangor Castle.
	
A draft agenda for the meeting was attached. The substantial items of business being:  Mayor’s Review, appointments to the Positions of Responsibility including the position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor. The most suitable course of action regarding the election of an Alderman position was to be confirmed. 

The Positions of Responsibility did not require a Council decision or vote, as they were dealt with through the Party Nominating Officers and their allocation had been agreed in 2019.  However, the allocation of places to outside bodies, which would require votes, would be taken to the next full Council meeting on 29 June. 

Therefore, it was recommended that the physical Annual Meeting be attended by the 
Outgoing Mayor, Councillor Brooks 
Outgoing Deputy Mayor, Councillor Adair
Incoming Mayor, Councillor Douglas
Incoming Deputy Mayor, Councillor Blaney
Nominating Officers for the four largest Parties
An Independent/Single Member Party, 

Plus 7 Members decided using the d’Hondt method:
3 DUP
2 Alliance
2 UUP

That number would mean the meeting would be quorate (10 Members required) and would remain so if up to 6 Members needed to leave the room for any reason. The Chief Executive and a minimal number of support staff would also attend.

The meeting would be broadcast through a live YouTube broadcast, with a link provided on the Council’s website, meaning other Members could watch (but not participate) in the meeting as could members of the press and public. 

Party Group Leaders were asked to gain the support of their Groups so that voluntary apologies would be tendered accordingly.

RECOMMENDED that the Council agree to the proposals set out in the report for the holding of a physical Annual Meeting on 1 June 2022. 

Councillor T Smith thought that this position was unusual and that if a meeting was being called surely it was correct that every Member had a right to attend.  The Chief Executive explained that what was being recommended reflected the arrangements which had been put in place the previous year and Covid-19 concerns remained.  Members not able to attend were being asked to lodge their voluntary apology based on the practicalities of how many people could be safely brought together in the Council Chamber.  He said that no Member would be prevented from attending but that the recommendation was a practical solution to a problem which continued to exist.  

The Member expressed his view that the meeting should be conducted in a similar way to how it had been done pre pandemic.  He thought that society had in the main moved on but some parts of the public sector seemed reluctant to move with them.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the recommendation be adopted.   

13.	sealing documents

RESOLVED: -	(On the proposal of Councillor Edmund,  
seconded by Councillor Adair)

THAT the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:-

1. Rights of Burials: Nos 14208 – 14270 
1. Duplicates: Clandeboye JX 3553, JX3554 and JX3555 

14.	TRANSFERS OF RIGHTS OF BURIAL

RESOLVED: -	(On the proposal of Councillor Adair,  
seconded by Councillor Edmund)

THAT the following transfers be approved:- 

Ballyvester Section C Grave A10





15.	Conferences

15.1.	Attendance at Harkin Summit 7-8 June 2022  (Appendix XII - XIV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the Harkin Summit would be hosted in Belfast on the 7th and 8th June 2022.  It represented a global platform for senior international leaders across Business, Government, Public and Third Sectors to discuss and share best practice on advancing disability employment at a macro level. 

Senior delegates included Microsoft, Twitter, BBC, PayPal, LinkedIn, Danske Bank, Ulster Bank, US Department for Labor, several visiting governments, and international disability organisations. The cost to attend the Summit was £250.
The Chief Executive had been invited to an Executive Reception hosted by Belfast City Council and Department for Communities in Belfast City Hall on the evening of 7th June. That provided an opportunity to network with senior summit delegates, Public Sector and Council officials, local and international Business leaders, and Political Representatives.

RECOMMENDED that the Council considers sending a Member(s) to the Harkin Summit in Belfast on 7th and 8th June 2022 at a cost of £250 per person.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor P Smith, that the information be noted.  

15.2 	NAC UK Summer Conference Southport 24-26 June 2022 (Appendix XV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the National Association of Councillors Conference on Emergency Planning and Resilience would be hosted in Southport from 24-26 June 2022. 

The Association existed to promote and enhance the role of councillors and to help elected members to be as effective as possible in carrying out their responsibilities. 

Attendance was at a cost of £350 +VAT for a delegate, plus travel and subsistence.

RECOMMENDED that the Council consider nominating Members to attend the NAC UK Summer Conference in Southport from 24-26 June 2022.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor T Smith, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the information be noted.  
	
16.	NOTICE OF MOTION STATUS REPORT
	(Appendix XVI)
	 
[bookmark: _Hlk70427632]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the Status Report in respect of Notice of Motions was attached.   

This was a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep members updated on the outcome of Motions.  Please note that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Gibson, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.

17.	NOTICES OF mOTION 
[bookmark: _Hlk92203126]
[bookmark: _Hlk76385937]17.1.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Edmund and Councillor Adair 

That this Council task officers to enter into discussions with the Education Authority concerning the redevelopment of the play area fronting Victoria Primary School (which is a shared facility between the school and public) as a potential Peace Plus project to enhance recreation and sports facilitates for Ballyhalbert.

[bookmark: _Hlk92203195]RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.

17.2	Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman McIlveen and Councillor Kennedy

That this Council notes that 2028 will mark the centenary of the internationally renowned Ards TT Races and tasks officers to prepare a report in relation to options on events to best commemorate this sporting anniversary and celebrate the area’s rich motorsport heritage.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Kennedy, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk92203253]17.3.	Rescinding Notice of Motion submitted by Alderman McDowell, Councillor Cummings, Councillor P Smith, Councillor Greer, Councillor McRandal, Councillor Walker and Councillor McKee 

[bookmark: _Hlk92203442]That we the undersigned propose that the decision of the Council taken on 30 March 2022, that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi- permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k (subject to permanent legislative change). Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district rates, is rescinded and that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi-permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k. Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district rates, be approved by the Council.

The Mayor explained that the Notice of Motion would be taken at the Council meeting due to the time pressure in respect of the item.  

Councillor P Smith proposed the Motion with a small addition at the end to include; 

‘In that context it is further proposed that all Council and Committee meetings move back to on site hybrid meetings from 1st September 2022’. That was seconded by Alderman McDowell

Councillor P Smith explained that this was a rescinding Motion to replace the original which had been brought to the Council previously and which required legislation to be in place.  He felt that it was important for the Council to progress the investment to return to normal pre Covid-19 meetings as soon as possible and particularly since Stormont was not acting.  It was known that the lead in time to acquire the necessary equipment was approximately eight weeks to procure and install so the timescale should be achievabale and there was a desire being expressed to get back to as much normality in life as possible.  The hybrid situation would be of benefit to those who could not attend meetings due to health or other reasons.  He explained that most Councils were already using such a system and September was a realistic date to give this Council an opportunity to catch up.   

Alderman McDowell was happy to second the Rescinding Motion and thought it would be a wise long term investment for the Council.  The return of normal life was very much welcomed but it was important to remember those who were vulnerable, and it was unknown if Covid would return in the Winter.  He added that most Councils were using similar systems and thought that they provided a better service to members of the public, and particularly for those accessing the Planning Committee meetings.  

Alderman McIlveen pointed to the amendment of the Motion which had been brought by Councillor P Smith and wondered if the Mayor considered it to be minor in nature and if the signatories of the Motion were in agreement to the amendment.  He indicated that something unforeseen could arise meaning that the equipment could not be in place before 1 September and what would that mean for the Council.  By being specific on the date any delay would result in the need to hire equipment at a further cost.  He suggested that Members be updated at the August Council meeting on the progress of the system’s implementation and was happy to support the Motion on condition that the Council would not be restricted to a specified date. 

The Mayor confirmed that he considered Councillor P Smith’s amendment to be an unsubstantial change and it was his understanding that all of the signatories of the rescinding Motion were in agreement.  

Councillor Cathcart welcomed the introduction of hybrid meetings and thought that they worked especially well for the Planning Committee, where planning professionals and other members of the public were present.  Those meetings often ran late in to the night and engagement from home would be welcome.  

Councillor Edmund thought the hybrid system would work well for those who struggled to attend in person meetings due to being in a high risk health category and he thought that the Council had a responsibility to keep people safe.  

Councillor T Smith strongly disagreed pointing to the cost of the hybrid system.  He asked how such an expense was justified when, in his opinion, Council owned facilities were falling apart and thought that the Council was going out of its way to waste money.  He asked to be recorded as against the recommendation.   

(Councillor Boyle entered the meeting at 7.58 pm) 

Councillor McKimm thought that it was warming to see the compassion being shown towards those who were vulnerable or had health conditions and he hoped that the hybrid approach may be applied more broadly in terms of supporting those who had caring responsibilities and that technology would permit new ways of working.  The Chief Executive confirmed that remote access would be open to any Member for any reason.  

Alderman Irvine asked about what the upfront cost would provide and was informed that it would be for two systems in the Bangor and Newtownards Council Chambers which would permit a full broadcast and have provision for any Member to interact fully in the meeting and vote if using remote access.  It would involve extra cost for staff to support the system for every Council and Committee meeting.  

Councillor Greer suggested that the wording of the amendment should be slightly changed to state 1 September 2022 or as soon as possible thereafter.  Signatories were asked in turn if they were content with the changes and all agreed that they were.  

Councillor P Smith stated that he was more than happy to amend the rescinding Motion to reflect that.    

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Alderman McDowell, that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi- permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k (subject to permanent legislative change). Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district rates, is rescinded and that the Council purchases equipment to support 2 semi-permanent installations, 1 in Bangor Chamber and 1 in Ards Chamber for hybrid Council and Committee meetings going forward at a total 5-year cost of £120k. Running costs from year 2 of £17.5k per year to be included in district rates, be approved by the Council.

In that context it is further proposed that all Council and Committee meetings move back to on site hybrid meetings from 1st September 2022 or as soon as possible thereafter.

Circulated for Information 
(Appendix XVII – XXI) 

(a) Census 2021 Update – Intent to Publish, www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/census/2021-census
(b) National Association of Councillors UK Conferences  
(c) Listed Building Notice – Lime Kilns Ballywalter
(d) Extension of Consultation on Minimum Unit Pricing for Alcohol in NI – now closes 27 May 2022 – www.health-ni.gov.uk/MUP-consultation
(e) Northern Ireland Housing Council Bulletin and March Housing Council Minutes

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the items be noted.  

Referring to the Listed Building Notice at Lime Kilns Ballywalter, Councillor Adair welcomed the confirmation from the Department for Communities and he paid tribute to Council officers and the Ballywalter Community Group which had worked to achieve that outcome.  He thought it was wonderful to see it restored and protected  and Listed status would protect the Lime Kilns for many years to come.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the items which were Circulated for Information be noted.  

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Councillor Adair, that the public/press be excluded from the undernoted items of confidential business. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102037890]
18.	Redevelopment of Kinnegar Logistics Base 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

19.	Application to Levelling Up Fund Round 2 

[bookmark: _Hlk100840417]***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

20.	Unite industrial action suspended update  

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

READMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the public/press be readmitted to the meeting.   

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 8.49 pm.


31
