

C.26.01.2022PM
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held remotely using Zoom on Wednesday, 26 January 2022 commencing at 7.00pm.  

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Brooks)

	Aldermen:




	Carson 
Gibson
Girvan
Irvine
Keery

	McDowell
McIlveen 
Menagh 
Smith
Wilson

	Councillors:



	Adair 
Blaney 
Boyle 
Cathcart 
Chambers
Cooper 
Cummings 
Douglas
Dunlop  
Edmund 
Egan 
Gilmour
Greer
Johnson 

	Kendall
Kennedy 
MacArthur
Mathison
McAlpine 
McClean 
McKee 
McKimm
McRandal
Smart
P Smith
T Smith 
Thompson
Walker




Officers:	Director of Organisational Development and Administration (W Swanston), Director of Finance and Performance (S Christie), Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning (S McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Corporate Communications Manager (C Jackson), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor (Councillor Brooks) welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked the Director of Finance and Performance to read the Council prayer.   

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES 

The Mayor indicated that the Chief Executive was unable to attend and had sent his apologies.  He sought apologies from Members and those were noted from Councillor Armstrong-Cotter.   

NOTED. 

3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

The Mayor asked for any Declarations of Interest and none were made.  

For information, the Mayor explained that he had submitted a Notice of Motion at Item 19.2 of the agenda and since it would not be heard at the meeting he would remain in the Chair.    

NOTED.

4.	MAYOR’S BUSINESS 

The Mayor welcomed Councillor MacArthur and Alderman Menagh to the meeting and thanked the Deputy Mayor for his assistance during the past month and the dedication he continued to show to that position.   
 
RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the Mayor’s comments be noted. 

5. 	MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR ENGAGEMENTS FOR THE MONTH OF January 2022
[bookmark: _Hlk50388641]	(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of January 2022.

The Mayor referred Members to his List of Engagements undertaken for the month of January 2022.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cummings, seconded by Councillor Blaney, that the information be noted. 

6.	MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 22 DECEMber 2021

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Alderman Carson, that the minutes be adopted.  

(Councillor Kendall entered the meeting at this stage – 7.05pm) 




7.	MINUTES OF COMMITTEES

7.1	Environment Committee dated 5 January 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

[bookmark: _Hlk70686006]RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman M Smith, seconded by Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted.

7.2	Regeneration and Development Committee dated 6 January 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor McKimm, that the minutes be adopted.

Before considering Item 7.3 the Mayor stated that there had been a matter arising from those minutes at Item 7.3.1.  In the absence of the Chief Executive Item 7.3.1 would be deferred for discussion until the next meeting of Council in February.   

7.3	Corporate Committee dated 11 January 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the minutes be adopted.  

In respect of Item 9(A) – Stonewall Diversity Champions Employee Programme

The Chair of that meeting, Councillor Egan, referred to the decision which had been taken by the Corporate Committee in relation to that item.  While she accepted that the Motion she had brought had been lost, and as Chair she had not commented on the matter at the meeting, she put on record her disappointment that the Council would not participate in the Programme.  However, she hoped the Council would do all it could to support the LGBT community within the organisation.   

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the minutes be adopted.

7.3.1	Arising from Item 9 (b) – SOLACE NI – Additional Support 

The Mayor had indicated that, due to the absence at the meeting of the Chief Executive, who authored the report, this Item would be deferred to the next meeting of the Council in February.  Councillor T Smith queried that the Chief Executive of Ards and North Down Borough Council was the current Chair of SOLACE NI and thought that this could be considered to be a conflict of interest particularly since the Council was being asked to approve additional funding to SOLACE NI.

The Director of Organisational Development and Administration suggested that this question should be put to the Chief Executive himself, however, it, was her understanding that the role of the Solace NI Chair was a rotating position across all Councils with no financial interest or benefit attached to it so she did not consider a conflict to exist.  However, she would leave that matter for the Chief Executive to comment upon it when the report was considered.  

The Mayor indicated that the Member could ask the Chief Executive directly or write to him if he wished to do so.   

NOTED.

7.4	Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 12 January 2022

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Johnson that the minutes be adopted.   

In respect of Item 5 – Service Level Agreement with Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council for funding from OPSS to Deliver Product Safety Programme

Councillor Cooper commented that this matter had been discussed at the meeting and believed that some Members may have misunderstood the officer’s explanation.  Members had been informed that this was to bridge the gap in funding following the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union to help it deal with and comply with the Northern Ireland Protocol. That had raised a red flag for him since he was vehemently opposed to the Protocol and believed that other Unionists should also be.  It was for that reason that he did not believe that the Agreement should be signed.  He stated that the Protocol had been proven to be hugely damaging to Northern Ireland’s constitutional position within the United Kingdom. He therefore proposed that the Council did not sign the Service Level Agreement with Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council. 

Alderman Menagh supported Councillor Cooper’s position. 

The Mayor asked Councillor Cooper if he had submitted an amendment in writing. Councillor Cooper responded by stating that he was making a proposal and not an amendment.

Alderman Carson sought clarity asking was Councillor Cooper’s proposal not a direct negative to the Committee decision.  The Director of Finance and Performance indicated that as no amendment to the original Committee decision had been made and received in writing he was of the view that the item should not be debated further.  The Mayor thanked the officer for the advice and in that case said that Councillor Cooper’s proposal was not valid and therefore could not proceed.  

Councillor Cooper asked to put on record that he was not in agreement with the decision of the Committee and Councillor T Smith agreed stating that Northern Ireland should not be implementing the Protocol in any form.    

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Johnson, that the minutes be adopted.

7.5	Planning Committee dated 18 January 2022 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:-  Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Councillor McKee that the minutes be adopted.  

In respect of Item 4.2 – LA06/2021/0744/F – Conversion and extension of existing single storey garage including increase in ridge height to create one and a half storey ancillary Granny annex accommodation. 5b Killinchy Road, Comber

Councillor Cathcart reported a slight matter of accuracy where he was not recorded as voting but had he been he would have abstained on that decision. 

NOTED.  

In respect of Item 11 – Council Response to the Department for Infrastructure Consultation on Secondary Legislation for the Reservoirs Act

Councillor McKimm was convinced that there was not another Member in the chamber that had not over recent years viewed the delays to development opportunities at Queen’s Parade, Bangor, with some frustration.  

It had been with great excitement that the community engaged with Bangor Marine to create a set of plans that would, without doubt, bring welcomed regeneration to Bangor. There had been signs that that long overdue project would finally be developed bringing a sense of optimism to the town and going some way to restoring relationships with the local community and the Council.  

He went on to say that it had been with great consternation of the community that the process was abruptly halted by the hypothetical and, in his view ridiculous, notion that the area could be flooded, not by rising sea levels, but by the overflowing of lakes at Clandeboye.  He said that in In consultation with officers, reassurance was given that the matter of this flooding would be addressed at the next planning meeting.  He, like others, logged in to the virtual gallery that evening to hear what might happen in relation to the discussions on the Reservoir Act, which without having the words Queens Parade embedded within it had clear implications for the development of Queens Parade.  Just before 1 am the item was addressed to an exhausted committee and the only comments as the item was addressed in the middle of the night were some very wise words by the Chair expressing his frustration with the Department and the delay or worse by the Department on that much anticipated development.  He noted that no comments were made by Council staff on the frustrations felt in the community. 

As the recording on the meeting appeared on the website the following day calls and messages had come in expressing deep upset that the discussions on the issue, which had primary bearing on the delay or postponement of the Queens Parade imitative, were heard in the middle of the night for a few minutes. Those constituents rightly said that they deserved better and asked for a rehearing on the issue. 

He had approached the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning and was told that it would not be heard as the application was not about Queens Parade and was therefore irrelevant.  He felt that the Council was not taking the opportunity to educate the community on what was going on and address their significant concerns.  

Councillor McKimm urged the Council to oppose the ridiculous decision and while he was fully aware that the item was dealing with responses to a Consultation and was not a debate on Queens Parade, nevertheless, given the material bearing it had on its future it was not unreasonable that the opportunity might have been taken to educate the community on the relevant issues. 

He asked Members to support the call for a rehearing of the item at least to show the public that the Council took seriously the potential development of Queen’s Parade and were actively engaging on the matter.  

He put the following questions to the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning:

Why was an opportunity not taken to contextualise the Act and educate the community which would have gone a long way to reduce public concerns that the Council was again being held to ransom by the Department.  Secondly, would the public be given a date to which there would be access to the information in relation to the Reservoir Act, the Department’s objection and what next steps could be taken.    

The Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning stated, as detailed in the report to the Planning Committee, the Consultation was in relation to the introduction of subordinate legislation to commence other parts of the Reservoir Act, it was therefore not Planning Policy which was causing the problems at Queen’s Parade.   She believed that Members may be conflicting the two issues; Planning Policy in relation to Queen’s Parade and the length of time it had taken the Department for Infrastructure’s Minister in deciding whether or not to call in the application.  That was not under the Reservoir Act Consultation and only part of that was relevant to the planning application on the night.  

That consultation had ended on the 23 January 2022 and the paper agreed at the Planning Committee was given designated authority to respond to that and the response and all of that information was available to the public.  The covering report detailed very clearly what was being discussed and agreed at the Planning Committee in relation to the Reservoir Act.  The Council’s response and all those papers were also made public on the Council’s website.  

She went on to say that a report would be brought to the Regeneration and Development Committee in February which would give Members further information on that and the Council had also put into the public domain detailing what the issues were and why the Minister was holding that up in the planning policy application for Queen’s Parade.  That was available for any person to view.   
The Mayor thanked the Director for her response to the questions. 

(Councillor Kendall left the meeting at this stage – 7.24pm) 

Councillor Cathcart shared the same frustrations as Councillor McKimm, as did all the other Bangor Councillors.  He urged Members not to conflict the two issues being discussed at the Planning Committee.  DfI Rivers objected to the Queen’s Parade develop in terms of Planning Policy FLD5 in relation to the Reservoir Act.  The current Consultation was on a matter that should have been decided six years ago and he thought that should be explained on social media.  The planning meeting was not about Queen’s Parade and he believed that the Reservoir Act would have no impact on the Queen’s Parade application.  However, he considered that the Department had failed the Council in relation to the matter and the Council needed to express that.

Councillor Blaney explained that to most Members the matter was critical, and he wondered what the next steps should be.  The Council did need to send the message that there was huge frustration locally and that people thought that enough was enough.  The Council was waiting while the Department sat on its hands.  A united front from the Council should be presented so that the waterfront at Bangor could be delivered and many, including himself, had waited a lifetime for that.  

The Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning referred to the Consultation which had now closed and the Department would pull that together and bring it to the Northern Ireland Assembly.  She reminded Members that officers shared their frustration and it was the policy that was the issue not something that the Council could remedy.  

Alderman McIlveen referred to the implied criticism of the Council and indicated that it was a Consultation response which he was satisfied with.  It touched upon Queen’s Parade but it was not about Queen’s Parade.  

NOTED.

(Councillor Kendall entered the meeting at this stage – 7.29) 

In respect of Item 4.1 – LA06/2020/1008/O – Erection of 9 Dwellings with access off Messines Road (Right turning lane provided).  Lands immediately north of 10-18 Cambourne View and 17 Cambourne Park, Newtownards 

Alderman McIlveen referred to the planning application in relation to the decision and context issues in relation to the policy relating to protected routes and how they were designated.  The matter was deferred but it did not state the reason for that and he asked if that would have an impact.    

The Director of Regeneration, Planning and Development stated that was not planning protocol and it could be deferred to seek legal advice if the Member wanted to put anything additional in the PAC decision.  The Alderman was content to leave the minute as it stood and it was legally correct.  

In relation to this item Alderman McDowell put on record a point of accuracy that he was shown to leave the meeting before the end of the debate relating to Item 4.1.  He in fact left the meeting after the debate had been concluded.  

NOTED.   

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Cathcart, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the minutes be adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk76386783]8.	CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 

8.1	Consultation from DAERA – Future Agricultural Policy Proposals for Northern Ireland
(Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence from DAERA consulting on Future Agricultural Policy Proposals for Northern Ireland.    

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Irvine, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the consultation document be noted.

8.2	Consultation from DoH – Advance Care Planning Policy for Adults 
(Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence from the Department of Health consulting on Advance Care Planning Policy for Adults.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Alderman M Smith, that the consultation document be noted.

8.3	Consultation from the Executive Office – Refugee Integration Strategy 
	(Appendix IV)
[bookmark: _Hlk92202814]
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence from the Executive Office consulting on the Refugee Integration Strategy.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the consultation document be noted.

9.	REQUEST FOR DEPUTATION
 
9.1.	Request for Deputation from Northern Ireland Water 
	(Appendix V)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 17 January 2022 from the Chief Executive detailing that a request had been received from NI Water to provide Members with an annual briefing on a range of issues, including the outcome of the Price Control Final Determination and what that would mean for investment in the Borough.

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees to the deputation request from NI Water and refers this to the Corporate Services Committee.

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor MacArthur, that the Council accepts to the Deputation Request.

[bookmark: _Hlk92202885]10.	RESOLUTIONS

10.1.	Newry, Mourne and Down District Council – Notice of Motion from Down High School, Downpatrick (Appendix VI)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Correspondence dated 20 December 2021 from Newry, Mourne and Down High School detailing a Notice of Motion from Down High School, Downpatrick.    

Proposed by Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the correspondence be noted.    

Councillor P Smith thought that the Council should consider the Motion and write to the DAERA Minister in support of it.  While he recognised that the Council got a lot of correspondence from Newry, Mourne and Down District Council many of the pupils at Down High School resided in the Borough of Ards and North Down and that the matter being raised was an important one in attempting to make a dent in Northern Ireland’s lack of tree cover.  He thought that the Council should also write to the school to give it encouragement for suggesting something that would benefit the whole community.  He hoped that other Councils would also give their support.  

Seconding that Councillor Dunlop congratulated the school and was encouraged to see the next generation of young people supporting such excellent works and he hoped it would be implemented quickly.    

RESOLVED on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the correspondence be noted and that letters of support be sent to the DAERA Minister, Newry Mourne and Down District Council and Down High School.

11.	Courses and conferences

11.1.	NAC UK Conference Glasgow 25-27 February 2022 (Appendix VII)
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 19 January 2022 from the Chief Executive detailing that The NAC was holding a conference on Community Empowerment in Glasgow from 25 – 27 February 2022.  Information on the event was included in the attached conference booking form. Delegate fees were £350 + VAT, accommodation was £70+VAT per night, plus there would be costs associated with flights and travel. 
RECOMMENDED that the Council considers whether it wishes to nominate a Member(s) to attend the NAC Conference. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor T Smith, seconded by Councillor P Smith, that the Council notes the correspondence. 

12.	Council response to the department for infrastructure consultation on review of strategy planninG policy on renewable and low carbon energy  
(Appendix VIII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 17 January from the Director of Regeneration, Development and Planning detailing that further to the report put before the Planning Committee on 18 January 2022 regarding the Department for Infrastructure consultation in relation to the ‘Review of Strategic Planning Policy on Renewable & Low Carbon Energy’, it was agreed that a response would be brought to January Council for approval. The consultation closed on 11 February 2022.

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves submission of the attached response to the Department for Infrastructure in relation to the consultation regarding the ‘Review of Strategic Planning Policy on Renewable & Low Carbon Energy’.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor McKee, that the recommendation be adopted.

13.	Charlotte’s law consultation response 
	(Appendix IX)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 13 January 2022 from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration detailing that on 22 November 2021, Justice Minister Naomi Long announced her intention to launch a public consultation on proposals for ‘Charlotte’s Law’.  The consultation followed a review of current law in relation to disclosure of information on the locations of victims’ remains by those convicted of their killing and would run for a period of 10 weeks.
The review examined the need for new legislation similar to ‘Helen’s Law’ which was introduced in England and Wales, and whether a bespoke change in the law should be made in Northern Ireland, to be known as ‘Charlotte’s Law’ inspired by a campaign led by the family of Charlotte Murray and supported by the family of Lisa Dorrian.
Charlotte Murray went missing in 2012. Her body has never been found.  However, her former partner Johnny Miller was convicted of her murder.  Her family believe the failure to identify the location of the body should be considered at parole hearings.  After his sentencing, they said that Charlotte's killer should not be released from prison until he revealed the location of her body.  Charlotte Murray's family have been backed in their campaign to change the law by relatives of Lisa Dorrian who disappeared in 2005 and whose body had never been found. 

The Council’s response to the consultation was discussed at Council on 22 December 2021 and it was agreed that the Council would invite Joanne Dorrian, Lisa’s sister to address the January 2022 Corporate Services Committee before responding.  That presentation duly took place and the attached response was reflective of Officers’ and Joanne’s views on the subject.

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees to the submission of the response to the Justice Minister’s Review (attached).  The consultation is set to close on Monday 7 February 2022.

Proposed by Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Councillor Egan put on record her thanks to Joanne Dorrian who had presented to the Corporate Committee in January 2022 on the work that she and her family and friends were doing for other families in relation to Charlotte’s Law.  She also thanked the officers who had given recommendations and was pleased that the Council would be giving its support.   

Alderman Irvine concurred with those comments and believed that the response was excellent and robust and he thanked Joanne for the guidance she had provided in helping to form the response.    

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Alderman Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.

14.	REquest to light up council buildings for NI chest heart and STroke association  

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 10 January 2022 from the Director of Organisational Development and Administration detailing that the Council had received a request from Una McHugh of Northern Ireland Chest Heart and Stroke to light up Council buildings red on Tuesday 1 February 2022, and annually thereafter, to mark the beginning of National Heart Month.  

Northern Ireland Chest Heart and Stroke had been leading the fight against chest, heart and stroke illnesses in Northern Ireland since 1946.  In 2021/22, it celebrated its 75th year of work in Northern Ireland.
 
Northern Ireland Chest Heart and Stroke provided expert care and support to anyone at risk of or currently living with chest, heart and stroke conditions.  It also funded local ground-breaking research into better treatments, care and prevention.

The Red Dress Run was its flagship annual event to raise funds and awareness for the charity and to mark National Heart Month in February.  The live event would  take place at Stormont Estate on 27 February 2022, but it was also hosting a virtual event and encouraging people from across Northern Ireland to run, walk or wheel 5K in their own local area including in Ards and North Down Council Area during the month of February.

The current lighting up policy stated that requests for the lighting up of Council buildings were deemed eligible if they were:-

· Charitable, community or other non-profit making organisations based in or with a significant connection to the Borough and which are celebrating a significant anniversary or occasion.

RECOMMENDED that as this request meets the policy requirements, it is recommended that Council accedes to the request and lights up Council buildings red on the 1st February 2022 and the date is added to the annual schedule.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the recommendation be adopted. 

15.	hybrid council and committee meeting arrangements 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 20 January 2022 from the Chief Executive detailing that in September 2021 the Council considered a report setting out options for holding physical Council and Committee meetings, including hybrid meetings where Members could attend either in-person or through Zoom, as well as in-person only meetings. The report detailed that in-person only meetings would not be suitable for Members who were unable to attend a physical meeting due to vulnerability or illness.  It would also mean that any Members or key staff who were required to self-isolate for any reason would be unable to attend, even if they felt well enough to. Other factors to consider for any physical meeting, whether hybrid or in-person only, included finding suitable accommodation that was large enough to enable social distancing, the cost and logistics of that given equipment needs and other factors such as internet upgrades, and the fact that while mitigating factors could be put in place to reduce the risk of spreading Covid, the risk could not be reduced to nil. The report provided an estimate of the equipment and staffing costs for running hybrid meetings in the Queen’s Hall and Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex as those were the venues identified in the report as being most suitable for holding in-person/hybrid meetings while social distancing measures were required to be in place. 

Having taken all of that into consideration, the Council agreed as follows:

“To continue with existing zoom meeting arrangements at no additional cost until social distancing restrictions have been removed, with a request that officers bring back a business case in due course with regard to the long-term use of hybrid arrangements and the infrastructure required and costs involved when social distancing restrictions have eased. Any decision would be subject to further legislative changes.”

Update 

Covid Regulations 

[bookmark: _Hlk92968040]Due to the recent increase in Covid cases and the projected peak during January 2022, the Covid Regulations, which were amended in December 2021, did not faciltate a relaxation of the mitigations and social distancing measures previously advised in relation to physical meetings. The Northern Ireland Executive had instructed people to work from home where possible and that that must be facilitated by employers where practicable. Therefore, any form of in-person Council or Committee meeting would at present be subject to Covid mitigations being put in place following a risk assessment, and that was likely to remain the case for at least the next number of months as there had been no indication given at present as to when social distancing requirements would be removed. 

Legislation

The legislation permitting Councils to meet remotely, either entirely through Zoom or in a hybrid format, was the Local Government (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of District Council Meetings) Regulations (NI) 2020. That legislation was due to expire in March 2022 but may be extended by the Department for Communities (DfC). A consultation had recently been launched by the DfC seeking views on the legislation and asking whether Councils should be given permanent permission to hold remote or hybrid meetings.  A Council response was agreed at the Corporate Services Committee meeting on 11 January 2022 and, subject to Council ratification, it would outline to the DfC the Council’s view that the legislation should be made permanent, but stressing that the Department should not impose a requirement on Councils to hold remote or hybrid meetings, rather the legislation should empower Councils to make their own decisions as to the format their meetings would. The closing date for responses to the consultation was 15 February 2022 but it was not known how long after that it would then take the DfC to take and implement any decision to make the legislation permanent. The agreed Council response (subject to ratification) to the consultation asked the DfC to ensure that at the very least, and pending the Department’s deliberations on the longer term options, the 2022 Regulations were extended before they expired. 

Business case

Officers were in the process of preparing a business case that would set out the venue options for running hybrid meetings, the costs and other considerations. There were a number of uncertainties, not least the fact that it was not known when social distancing measures would be removed and the recent increase in Covid cases, that had made the process difficult. Work was however progressing and the business case would be brought to the Council for consideration in due course.  

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes this update report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the recommendation be adopted.

16.	sealing documents 

RESOLVED: -	(On the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, 
seconded by Alderman Carson)

THAT the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:-
a) Right of Burials Nos – 14086 – 14129, and Right of Burial 14027
b) Lease from Education Authority for Bloomfield Road Playing Fields, Bangor
c) Lease of Premises at 3 Park Drive, Bangor.
d) Request to Transfer Title at Lynn Hall.

17.	transfers of RIghts of burial 

The following transfer applications were received: -

Clandeboye AP 5248 Dickson
Clandeboye PX 6193 Rowan
 
RESOLVED:- on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the above transfers be approved. 

18.	Notice of motion status report 
	(Appendix X) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report dated 17 January 2022 from the Chief Executive detailing the attached Status Report in respect of Notices of Motion. 

This is a standing item on the Council agenda each month and its aim was to keep Members updated on the outcome of Motions.  Please note that as each Motion was dealt with it would be removed from the report.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

Proposed by Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Alderman McDowell asked that officers give an update on the Motion that was referred to in 2015, almost seven years ago.  While he appreciated that there may be difficulties in addressing Motions it was important that the Council appraised Members of what was happening in those incidences and the way forward.    

The Director of Organisational Development and Administration agreed to bring back a report to update on that matter.     

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McDowell, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the recommendation be adopted.  






19.	notices of motion 

[bookmark: _Hlk86846864]19.1	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Adair and Councillor Edmund 

That this Council tasks officers to prepare a report assessing the recent coastal and storm damage caused to Ballywalter Harbour detailing the repair costs with a view to reinstate and repair the Harbour as soon as possible.

[bookmark: _Hlk94272406]RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Adair, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk86846922]19.2. 	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor T Smith and Councillor Brooks

That this Council recognises the great anger from residents regarding the proposed closure of Play Parks contained in the Play Strategy. This Council notes the strong public opposition from residents in Donaghadee, Groomsport, Ballywalter and beyond - including a petition signed by nearly 1700 people as well as hundreds of letters and emails opposing the plans.  

The people have spoken and this Council must demonstrate that it listens. Therefore, we make it clear that this Council will not close any play parks as recommended by the Play Strategy.  Also, given concern around Pinks Green, the Council confirms that it has no intention of disposing of this land which is a very valuable asset for the residents of the town and the Borough.

When the Play Park Strategy was first proposed, one option was to proceed with the Strategy but without making any of the closures that the report contained. We believe this is the best way forward. We should not only maintain the parks that we have but, as laid out in the Play Strategy, build, maintain and upgrade them for the future.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor T Smith, seconded by Councillor Brooks, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk86846968]19.3.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Egan and Councillor Douglas 

That this Council recognises the health and wellbeing benefits of Sea Swimming and therefore will write to the DAERA Minister to ask him to increase the sites in our Borough where bathing water quality is tested and the time of the year which testing occurs and officers will bring back a report detailing how Council can promote and better facilitate safe sea swimming; including consultation and engagement with swimming groups to address their needs, and promote information on the activity on a central webpage.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Egan, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee. 


19.4. 	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor McKee and Councillor Kendall

That Council notes with concern that, since Local Government Reform in 2015, the Department for Infrastructure (and the Department for the Environment before that) has failed to commence Section 129 of the Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 on the review of Old Minerals Permissions (ROMPs).  Such delays in legislating for the need for historic minerals permissions to comply with robust environmental standards has already given rise to significant harm and places undue liabilities and responsibilities on public authorities resulting from repeated Ministerial decisions since 2006 not to commence ROMPs legislation. 

In recognition of the considerable pressures that the implementation of ROMPs will place on the financial and staffing resources of this Council, this Council considers the imposition of these responsibilities and liabilities upon our resources as unreasonable. Therefore, this Council calls on the Minister for Infrastructure, to urgently legislate for the removal of responsibility for the implementation, administration and delivery of ROMPs from this, and all local authorities, and for her Department to implement, administer and deliver ROMPs. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKee, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Planning Committee. 

19.5.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Greer and Councillor McRandal

Friday 25th November 2022 marks the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women.  I call on this Council to light up our landmark buildings in Orange on this date in support of this and to represent a brighter future free of violence against women and girls.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Greer, seconded by Councillor McRandal, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Committee. 

19.6.	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor P Smith and Councillor Blaney

Council welcomes the work completed last year by DfI on the roads and footpaths in the centre of Ballygowan and asks officers to build on this by working up proposals to further enhance the village.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor P Smith, seconded by Councillor Blaney, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Regeneration and Development Committee. 

19.7	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor McKimm, Councillor Dunlop, Councillor Smart and Councillor Mathison 

In light of recent events that have seen a number of refugees seeking sanctuary in this Borough, and building upon this Council’s good relations work in the community. This cross-party motion proposes that this Council takes the following actions.
1. That officers return to us at their earliest convenience a proposal for a refugee strategy, outlining amongst other issues the cross directorate working that would be required.
2. That the officers compile a report detailing necessary considerations, benefits, and costs, if any in Ards and North Down Acquiring “Borough of Sanctuary” status as recently attained by Belfast City Council.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McKimm, seconded by Councillor Dunlop, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee. 

Circulated for Information

(a) January Housing Council Bulletin and December Housing Council Minutes (Attached) (Appendices XI & XII)

RESOLVED, that the items which were Circulated for Information be noted.  

(Councillor T Smith left the meeting at this stage – 7.50pm) 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Greer, that the public/press be excluded from the undernoted items of confidential business. 

20.	Minutes of special corporate services committee dated 16 December 2021

***IN CONFIDENCE***

***NOT FOR PUBLICATION***

SCHEDULE 6 – Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information)

21.	item withdrawn

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 7.57 pm.





31
