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A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of the Audit Committee was held at the Council Chamber, Church Street, Newtownards, on Thursday, 26 June 2025 at 7.00pm. 
 
PRESENT: -
 
In the Chair: 	Councillor Thompson
						
Alderman:		McAlpine

Councillors:		Harbinson	McKee (Zoom)
			Hollywood	Wray (Zoom)
			Morgan
				 
Independent Member:	P Cummings

In Attendance:	NIAO – Brian O’Neill 
	
Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Head of Finance (S Grieve) and Democratic Services Officer (P Foster)
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1.	Apologies

The Chairman (Councillor Thompson) sought apologies at this stage and none were received.

NOTED. 

2.	CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

The Chairman commented that this his first time Chairing the Committee and continuing he welcomed the Northern Ireland Audit Office (NIAO) representative Brian O’Neill as well as Independent Member, Paul Cummings.

NOTED.

3.	Declarations of Interest

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest at this stage.

No Declarations of Interest were declared. Members were reminded that they could declare throughout the meeting.

NOTED. 


EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Hollywood, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business.

4.	INVESTIGATION INTO LEAK OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION FOLLOWING COUNCIL MEETING ON 30 APRIL 2025  

**IN CONFIDENCE**

3. Exemption: relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person
 
The Committee was asked to consider a report detailing an investigation into a recent leak of confidential information relating the Queens Parade project.
 
The recommendation was to note the report. The recommendation was agreed.

5. 	DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 2024/25 (Appendix I)
	
**IN CONFIDENCE**
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A report was presented detailing the Councils financial and overall revenue performance for the year.  Once audited, those would be published before 30 September 2025.
 
The recommendation was adopted.

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor Harbinson, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting.

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 7.55pm.
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