ITEM 8.5

CW 11.01.2023PM

[bookmark: _Hlk95984423]
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A virtual meeting of the Community and Wellbeing Committee was held via Zoom on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7:00 pm.  


PRESENT:		

In the Chair:	Councillor Edmund

Alderman:	Carson (Zoom) 
	W Irvine 
	Wilson (Zoom)
	 		
Councillors:	Adair (Zoom)  	McRandal (Zoom) 
	Boyle 	Moore (Zoom)   
	Chambers  	T Smith (Zoom) 
	Douglas (Zoom)   	Smart (Zoom) 
	S Irvine   	Woods (Zoom)  	  
	Johnson (Zoom) 	 
		
Officers: 	Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Head of Community & Culture (J Nixey), Head of Leisure Services (I O’Neill), Head of Parks & Cemeteries (S Daye), Head of Environmental Health, Protection & Development (A Faulkner) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau)

Apologies

The Chairman sought apologies and those were noted from Councillors MacArthur and Councillor Thompson.  

NOTED.

Declarations of Interest

The Chairman asked for any Declarations of Interest and the following declarations were made:

Councillor Woods – Item 3 – Holywood Football Club 
Councillor Chambers – Item 3 – Holywood Football Club 
Councillor Boyle – Item 10 – Private Tenancies Act (NI) 2022 Update  

NOTED. 

(Having declared an Interest in Item 3 – Councillor Woods and Councillor Chambers left the meeting at 7.03 pm) 
DEPUTATION – Holywood Football Club 

The Chair welcomed the Deputation from Holywood Football, Alan Harris (Chairman of Holywood Football Club Youth and Ladies Section) and Gordon Donaldson (Holywood Football Club Youth Coach, Seniors and Youth Committee).  It was explained that the presentation which had been circulated to Members had been made previously to the Council at its meeting in June 2022.      

The main points were highlighted within that report; Holywood was a one football club town and the entire community was represented within it.  The Club included 400 playing members, 60 volunteer coaches and 25 teams which played each week.  The Club was large and was outgrowing itself.  The growth had been curtailed due to facilities and funding and the growth of girls football was having a particular impact.  The demand currently could not be met.   The Club was successful on and off the field, and through the playing of football other life skills could be learnt such as teamwork, resilience and good mental health habits as well as purely physical fitness.  

It was explained that the Club paid a premium relative to other local clubs to use the Council facilities at Spafield and Seapark.  Compared to Blanchflower, Holywood Road, Belfast, Holywood Football Club charged 30% more and that was only going to rise.   For the premium paid, the product on offer did not match.   The pitch was nearing the end of its life and toilet and other facilities were unavailable to Members on training nights.  The team had also to pay for its own nets unlike other clubs.  The situation was so poor that the Club was beginning to feel that it might need to look outside Holywood and the Borough for facilities and value for money such as Blanchflower and Ashfield in East Belfast.

When applying for grants it was explained that those could only be given where a club had a long-term lease or was the owner of a facility.   The Club had requested that and had been told that it was not an option.  It was explained that the Club was a loyal paying tenant but did not get opportunities for investment that other clubs had.  The Club collected £1k per month but needed £1,700 to break even and that had to be done through sourcing sponsorship which itself was becoming increasingly challenging.  

The Club had also enquired about extended opening hours at Spafield which were currently 6-9 pm.  If that could be pushed to 10 pm the extra hour would permit more people to play and make better use of the facilities.  Since the SERCO agreement was coming to an end it was hoped that the Council would be open to discussion to allow both changes and for a lease agreement which would allow the Club to apply for grant funding. 

The Chair thanked the visitors from the Football Club for the informative presentation and invited questions from Members.    

Councillor McRandal explained that local Councillors in Holywood had some appreciation of the issues which the Club was facing and thanked the representatives for attending.  There were no easy answers but he hoped that the Club and local elected representatives could meet outside the Community and Wellbeing Committee to work together on the matters to see if something could be done collaboratively to deal with the varied issues.  The Club replied that it would welcome such a meeting.   

(Councillor Johnson entered the meeting at 7.15 pm) 

Alderman W Irvine also welcomed the Deputation which had outlined the issues the Club was facing.  He explained that he was a member of the Trust in relation to SERCO and he hoped that the Trust would be able to facilitate the Club as best it could.  He wished the Club all the best for the rest of the season.  In response the Club explained that it appreciated that finances were tight now but that it was not looking for a quick fix and was prepared to collaborate with others.   

Councillor Boyle praised the presentation which in many respects had been positive and encouraging but had been very disappointed to hear about the difficulties the Club had faced communicating with SERCO.  He went on to stress that the Council was serious about promoting sport within the Borough and punched above its weight in terms of sporting prowess of many of its residents.   He felt that Holywood Football Club could be isolated and probably felt it was regularly hitting a brick wall.   He wanted all residents of the Borough to benefit from sport and would be happy to support the Club in any way he could. 

Councillor Douglas thanked the Club for making the presentation and was also disheartened to hear about the lack of communication the Club had faced and hoped the issues could be resolved.   She supported Bangor Football Club in her own area, and it sounded like Holywood Football Club was a great community resource in promoting fitness and good mental health.  She supported the idea put forward by Councillor McRandal to have a meeting so that elected representatives could support the Club in a more robust way.  She was personally very keen to support grassroot clubs and would hate for Holywood to relocate outside the Borough.   She wished the Club success.  

Councillor S Irvine commended the presentation by the Club and offered assistance, if necessary, on a crowd funding programme which had been useful in raising funds for a similar club in Newtownards.   He also had a contact within Sport NI who could give advice on the deficits clubs faced.    

The Club thanked Members for the interest they had shown and left the meeting.   

(Councillor Woods and Councillor Chambers returned to the meeting at 7.25 pm)  

NOTED. 
Peace iv shared spaces project – post project evaluation   
(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that in line with the Council’s Capital Management Handbook a Post Project Evaluation (PPE) should be carried out on all capital projects, typically within 12 months of construction.  The PEACE IV Shared Spaces and Services project, funded through the Peace Programme administered and funded by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) was completed by the project deadline of 31 September 2022. 

The Post Project Evaluation (PPE) was service led and was an assessment of the projects results, activities, and processes.  It was an essential tool to show that the project objectives had been met and, in terms of public accountability, to demonstrate what had been achieved with the investment of public funds. 

It also facilitated recognition of project achievements and acknowledged people's work. This phase was also used to capture any learnings gained from the project while the memory of any issues encountered were still recent. 

The PPE primarily evaluated: 
· If the benefits, scope and deliverables of the project, as stated in the Project Brief, had been met
· The performance of the building/facility 
· Lessons to be learned from the experience which may help future projects

The PPE for the PEACE IV Shared Spaces and Services Project was attached.   Members should note that SEUPB still needed to verify the final claim and until they did that, the figures contained within the report were subject to change.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes this report.

Proposed by Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Chambers, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Alderman Irvine commended the Peace IV programme and the evaluation that went with it had shown it was a major success.  It had not been easy to meet the targets especially when people were not meeting face to face.   He congratulated the officers and team for making the work happen.     

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Chambers, that the recommendation be adopted.      

community development seeding grant, ballywalter Men’s shed    

[bookmark: _Hlk118815442][bookmark: _Hlk94885269]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that as Members may be aware, the Council provided a Community Development Seeding Grant for newly formed community/residents groups. The seeding grant provided financial assistance with the costs involved in formally constituting a community/residents group.

On 21 March 2022, the Council received a seeding grant application from the Chairperson of Ballywalter Men’s Shed.  The application was reviewed by a Community Development Officer and the Community Development Manager.  The application was complete and met the criteria for receipt of a Community Development seeding grant.  

Ballywalter Men’s Shed was awarded a seeding grant of £200.00.  Under delegated authority, the seeding grant was approved and signed off by the Director of Community and Wellbeing.

RECOMMENDED that the Council note this report.

Proposed by Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman W Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Councillor Boyle welcomed the grant for the Men’s Shed in Ballywalter and the initiative generally for the work that was done in local communities.   

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman W Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.      

UK shared prosperity fund, communities and place Green spaces application  

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that on Thursday 5 January 2023, officers attended a briefing session held by the Department of Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) along with other NI Councils concerning an allocation to each Council for Green Space initiatives under the UKSPF.

Councils were advised that each had been allocated on the basis of their population a share of circa £1.3M.  For Ards and North Down that amounted to £113,925.  The deadline for applications was 16 January 2023 with a decision target date of 6 February 2023.  Any project applied for must be practical, visible and a capital expenditure and delivered by 31 March 2023.
As a result of the briefing which detailed the criteria, including community consultation, proof of need, and an analysis of intended outcomes, it became clear that options for delivery in such a tight timescale were limited. 

However, plans for delivery of enhancements of open spaces included playgrounds.  The Council would be aware that an extensive consultation process was undertaken in relation to the development of its play strategy, which included analysis of need and the other measures required to support an application under that measure.  The Council had already pre-tendered for a designer and installer of its playgrounds for a period of years and also had a schedule of priorities for the current year for delivery of fixed play facilities.

The next play facility due for installation was a replacement facility at De Wind Drive Comber.  The estimated cost of that facility would use all of the grant application offered.  Although the annual refresh of the prioritisation of playground work was still to be completed (due before end of March), it was next on the current prioritisation list for action.

Therefore, officers, having considered the opportunity and other possible schemes, had determined that an application for the funding for the De Wind Drive Playpark would present the best opportunity to the Council to allow the funding to be secured and deliver a project in the timescales required in accordance with the UKSPF criteria.  Officers had completed the application on that basis because of the tight application deadline and intended to submit that by 16th January 2023 and wished to request retrospective approval for doing so from the Council.  Funding that was required for the scheme from Councils’ own budgets could then be invested elsewhere in the future.

Although that was not ideal because of the timescales, there were two more years of UKSPF funding available under that measure (and other elements going forward).  The DLUHC representatives advised that going forward more time in the year would be available to consider future applications for projects and schemes.

RECOMMENDED that the Council retrospectively approves that an application to be made under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund, Communities and Place Green Spaces measure for funding for a new playpark to replace its facility at De Wind Drive Comber.

Proposed by Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Chambers, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Alderman W Irvine was encouraged that the Council had been able to make use of the programme and asked if there had been scope to include other parks in the application or if it was one per Council area.   The Head of Parks and Cemeteries explained that this was a playpark which had been ready for work and fitted with the need to have work completed before the end of March 2023.   
AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Chambers, that the recommendation be adopted.      

ards and north down sports forum grants    
(Appendices II – IV) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that Members would be aware that on the 26 August 2015 the Council delegated authority to the Ards and North Down Sports Forum, in order to allow it to administer sports grants funding on behalf of the Council.  £40,000 had been allocated within the 2022/2023 revenue budget for that purpose.

The Council further authorised the Forum under delegated powers to award grants of up to £250.  Grants above £250 still required Council approval.  In addition, the Council requested that regular updates were reported to Members.

During November 2022, the Forum received a total of 11 grant applications: 1 Coaching, 2 Goldcard and 8 Individual Travel/Accommodation.  A summary of the 11 successful applications was detailed in the attached Successful Coaching, Goldcard and Individual Travel & Accommodation Appendices.

For information, the annual budget and spend to date on grant categories was as followed:
	
	Annual Budget
	Funding Awarded 
November 2022
	Remaining Budget

	Anniversary
	£1,000
	£0
	£250

	Coaching
	£3,000
	*£300
	£592.50

	Equipment
	£11,000
	£0
	£3,535.14

	Events
	£6,000
	£0
	£1,700  

	Seeding
	£500
	£0
	£250

	Travel and Accommodation 
	£14,500
	*£1,090.00
	*£96.03

	Discretionary
	£1,000
	£0
	£1,000

	New category under development
	£3,000
	£0
	£3,000

	*Goldcards proposed during the period November 2022 is 2 (16 Goldcards in total during 2022/23). 



* The proposed remaining budget for Coaching of £592.50 was based on a proposed award of £300.00 for Approval.  The proposed remaining budget for Travel and Accommodation of £96.03 was based on a proposed award of £1,090.00 – for Noting, and withdrawn costs of £5.72.  

RECOMMENDED that the Council approves the attached applications for financial assistance for sporting purposes valued at above £250, and that the applications approved by the Forum (valued at below £250) are noted.

Proposed by Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.    

Councillor Boyle welcomed the grants and knew how well they were appreciated by all involved from those coaching to successful individuals.  It was the Council’s task to promote all sport within the Borough and so he thanked the officers for their ongoing work in that area.     

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.      

rewilding update and extension of scheme  
(Appendix V) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that Members would be aware that the Parks and Cemeteries Service initiated a Rewilding initiative in 2018.  That was part of a wider Grassland Management Strategy to ensure best sustainable use of resources and promote biodiversity. 

Rewilding required converting closely mown amenity grasslands to managed grassland habitats capable of supporting a much more diverse range of floral species, pollinators and insects and thus improving Biodiversity.  At present 49,195m2 of grassland was being managed for rewilding.  The purpose of this report was to update Members on the initiative and provide detail on expanding the scheme across further locations.  In addition to Biodiversity Net Gain, the Council’s Rewilding initiative had climate change advantages by reducing carbon / using less fuel by cutting less grass and improved workload planning by enabling to staff to have more capacity to work in other areas within parks and open spaces.

Rewilding was about the restoration of natural ecosystems and encouraged a balance between people and the rest of nature where each could thrive.  It was not something that was solely focused on rural landscapes. The creation and maintenance of meadow grasslands was taking place in public open spaces across the UK and making real improvement to biodiversity.  

The promotion of biodiversity was a statutory requirement under the Wildlife and Natural Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011.  Biodiversity was defined as the variety of life on earth.  Moreover, it was the variety of flora and fauna and the functions that existed between them.  One such function was the interaction between the natural environment and recreational value of open spaces. 

By improving the biodiversity and creating a place for wildlife to thrive opportunities had been opened for education by creating outdoor classrooms where schools and local members of the community could discover the natural world and develop understanding of environmental issues through first-hand experience.  Educational activities had been carried out in meadow grassland including bug hunts, flower species identification, sketching flowers etc. Regular positive feedback on the benefits of those sites to constituents and visitors’ experiences within the Borough highlighted the positive impact the scheme had made to people’s lives in addition to the obvious biodiversity benefit. 

Current Sites
It was the intention that the current sites would continue to be subject to the alternative management techniques outlined above with a view to encouraging increased variety of species. The rewilding scheme included areas at the following Council owned sites:

· Ballystockard Open Space, Comber
· Cloughey Road, Portaferry
· Tullymalley, Portaferry
· Linear Park, Bangor
· Ballymenoch Park, Holywood
· Stricklands Glen/Connor Park, Bangor
· Seapark, Holywood
· Brompton Coastal Path, Bangor
· North Street, Greyabbey

In addition to the ongoing maintenance, the schedules would be altered to take account of infrequent event use on certain sites. It was critical that the rewilding project worked in harmony with the overall use of parks and a balanced offering was available across the parks portfolio. Events and community use would be catered for in the integrated grassland management of each chosen site.

Following community engagement, one of the current sites at Stricklands Glen/Connor Park was recommended for an adjustment to the current mowing regime.  In order to provide a balance between recreation and sustainable management, the following was proposed and shown in the plan in the appendix:

· Retain areas of amended mowing across the site to fit with the All-Ireland Pollinator objectives.
· Provide an open area for passive recreation.
· Carry out tree planting to integrate the mature woodland with the open site of Connor Park.

Inclusion of Additional Sites
In 2020 the updated Rewilding Parks reported to the Council committed to the continued monitoring of sites to evaluate the success of the management changes and if successful, consideration would be given to further sites being included at a future date.

A further audit of grassland maintenance across the Borough had been undertaken by the Council Parks Officers and found significant potential to extend the Council’s existing rewilding portfolio.  Officers’ secured funding through Strangford Lough and Lecale Partnership for a bespoke piece of mowing equipment designed to provide a cut and lift across smaller areas of land. On that basis, it was possible to roll out the initiative across a range of new sites.

It was recommended to include further sites under the Rewilding Scheme as detailed in the list below:
· Bowtown Road, Newtownards
· Lands Adjacent (Parsonage Road) to Kircubbin Cemetery 
· Demesne View, Portaferry
· Whitespots Country Park
· Glenlyon, Holywood
· Windmill Stump, Portaferry
· Whiterock Car Park

That would take the total area within the Rewilding Initiative to just over 90,000m2. It should be noted that land at Bowtown Road and Parsonage Road were under a conacre agreement until January 2023, bringing both locations under the rewilding/tree planting initiative would return them to public amenity use. It was anticipated, if approved that those schemes could commence immediately, and the benefits noted above could begin to be achieved in 2023. However, the intention was to manage that roll out with consideration for resources across the section.

RECOMMENDED that Council continues to approve the above initiative and supports the ongoing development of the rewilding project as outlined within this report to enhance and promote biodiversity across the Borough.

Proposed by Councillor Woods, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.    

Councillor Woods welcomed the report and was pleased to see that more areas were being added to the rewilding initiative and knew there was great support for that environmental activity within local communities.   She asked about Seapark and Glenlyon and the extent of the rewilding there.  The Head of Parks and Cemeteries said that he would send her maps of the plan for those areas of Holywood.  It was also the intention to progress with a full management plan for the Glenlyon area.

Councillor Boyle also welcomed the report observing that when rewilding was introduced many residents thought areas looked a little unfinished but now people could see the benefit environmentally and saw the reasoning to it.   He asked officers to consider the Windmill Stump, Portaferry, which was a tourist attraction and asked that it not be completely rewilded since it may look forgotten to the many visitors coming to the area.  
 Alderman Wilson referred to Stricklands Glen, Bangor, and feared that there was no room now for a kick about in that area due to the rewilding and welcomed the amended proposal.   He asked officers what sort of discussions took place with residents when rewilding was considered and why the goal posts there had been taken down and if the plan was to reinstate them.  

The Head of Parks and Cemeteries stated that consultation did take place with communities and there had been some learning experiences over the years.  The amendment at Stricklands meant there would be a good mix of rewilding, trees and recreation areas and while there would always be a difference of opinion it was hoped that the recommendation would suit most people.   

Referring to the goal post the officer confirmed that all of those posts were checked annually under health and safety commitments and a number had been removed to protect the public.   It was hoped that they would be replaced soon.   

Councillor Douglas had brought the initiative of rewilding to the Council initially and was frustrated that the work was not further developed but she appreciated the task involved in winning support from the public.   

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Woods, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.      

kinegar to donaghadee additional public engagement  
(Appendix VI) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that following a Council decision in December 2021 to carry out additional public engagement in relation to the Greenways project, clarification was sought in February 2022 from Members on the nature of the engagement and that the intention was to apply it only to the Kinnegar to Donaghadee section of the project underway. 

In March 2022, Ards and North Down Borough Council commissioned Social Market Research (SMR) to undertake a programme of research to further inform the proposal to develop a coastal path Greenway from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee.  In accordance with the Council’s decision, the research was based on two elements: a survey of a representative sample of Council residents; and a survey of users of the existing North Down Coastal Path. The research was conducted in October and November 2022 and in accordance with the ISO202252 giving a result which was a statistically significant, 95% confidence level.  To achieve that, 404 residents were surveyed, and 108 users were interviewed.

The aim of the surveys was to explore the following:
· Use of the existing path 
· Perceived benefits of the existing path 
· Satisfaction with the existing path 
· Suggestions on how the existing path could be improved 
· Awareness of the Council’s proposal to develop and extend the existing path to Donaghadee 
· Likelihood of using the path if developed by the Council 
· Views on the proposal to develop and extend the existing path 
· Suggestions for further improvements to the proposed new coastal path 
· Support for the proposal to develop and extend the path from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee. 
· Any further comments on the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee.

Copies of the survey questionnaires were included in the appendix of the attached report.

Survey Methodology 
Residents’ Survey

The survey was based on a representative sample of 404 residents aged 16+, with quotas applied for age, gender, social class and District Electoral Area.  The survey was conducted using Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing or CATI (a profile of the sample was included within the attached report).  Fieldwork on the survey was conducted between 21 October and 5 November 2022.  All interviews were conducted by telephone (landline and mobile) with interviewers briefed before the commencement of fieldwork.

Coastal Path User Survey
The survey was based on a sample of 108 users of the existing coastal path. The survey was conducted on a face-to-face basis using Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI).  Fieldwork was undertaken between the 15 and 19 October 2022 (a profile of the sample was included in appendix of the attached report).  

Actual survey days: 
· 15th October 2022 (weather conditions, 12 degrees, scattered clouds). 
· 16th October 2022 (11 degrees, passing clouds, light showers). 
· 18th October 2022 (14 degrees, sunny, passing clouds). 
· 19th October 2022 (11 degrees, overcast, scattered light showers). 
 
It should be noted that the original survey dates were changed to those stated above due to weather warnings in place at the time of the original proposed dates.

The surveys were conducted between three pairs of points along the pathway namely:
· Seapark to Seahill (near the bridge).  
· Helens Bay to Crawfordsburn (near the beach); and  
· Brompton to Pickie (near Brompton Bay).   

The surveys were taken over six hours with the market researchers rotated between those sets of locations.

The research was conducted in line with ISO20252 of which Social Market Research (SMR) was fully accredited.

Key Findings
Council’s Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee 
· 40% of residents were aware of the Council’s proposal [54% of users of the existing path].
· 76% of residents were supportive of the proposal [78% of users of the existing path].  
· 79% of residents saw the development of the path as being positive for the area [existing users, 65%].
Current Use of the Existing Coastal Path 
· 76% of residents used the existing North Down Coastal Path   
· 73% used it for walking (dog walking, 21%) [existing users: walking, 57%: dog walking, 42%].  
· 76% were satisfied with the existing path [existing users: 90%].  
· 23% of residents said they used the path on a weekly basis [existing users: 57%]. 
Future Use of the Coastal Path
· 85% of residents said they would use the path if developed [existing users: 98%].  
· 79% of those who said they would use it would use it for walking [existing users: 67%].  
· 33% of those who said they would use it would use it on a weekly basis [existing users: 44%].  

Conclusions
The research showed that a majority of residents, and existing users of the North Down Coastal Path, were supportive of the Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path/Greenway from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee.  Moreover, most residents and current path users, saw the Council’s proposal as being a positive development for the area. 

The findings also showed that a substantial number of those consulted used the existing path on a weekly basis, with most users satisfied with the existing path. Walking was the most common reason for using the existing path, followed by dog walking. 

If the coastal path were to be developed in line with the Council’s proposal, the research suggests that there would be increased use among residents, with almost all current users saying they too would use the path.  As with current use, walking was cited as the most common reason for using the redeveloped path. 

Both residents and current users of the path highlighted a range of benefits associated with the existing path and the proposed redeveloped path including health benefits, the provision of open space and the scenery, views and beaches.   

The research also provided residents and current path users with opportunities to say how the existing path could be improved with those suggestions including: the provision of more bins/dog bins; wider paths; improved surfaces; and additional lighting.  

Finally, a relatively small number of residents and existing path users, (11%) were unsupportive of the Council’s proposal with their concerns focusing on the environmental impacts for the redevelopment and a need to prioritise spending on other areas.   

Notes on Reporting 
Please note that due to rounding, row and column totals in tables and figures may not sum to 100. Also, please note that any differences between respondent subgroups alluded to in the report commentary were statistically significant at the 95% confidence level. The use of [-] within tables denoted less than 1%. 

More than three out of four (76%) residents said they were supportive of Ards and North Down Borough Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path/Greenway from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee (very supportive, 52%: supportive, 24%). 

Five percent (5%) were unsupportive (not very supportive, 2%: not at all supportive, 3%). Approximately one in five (19%) were undecided.

Public Information Meetings 
Public Information meetings to discuss the proposed Greenway had been confirmed for:
· Monday 23rd January: Donaghadee Community Centre from 6.30-8.30pm.
· Tuesday 24th January: Council Chamber Bangor Town Hall from 6.30-8.30pm.
· Wednesday 1st February: Queens Leisure Complex Holywood from 6.30-8.30pm.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the results of the public survey and continue to support the ongoing development of the North Down Community Greenway Network including that from Kinnegar to Donaghadee which in part follows the North Down Coastal Path.  Members are also asked to note this is still progressing through the planning process with an accompanying Environmental Statement.

The Chair explained that the Committee would be joined by Donal McDade, Director of Social Market Research that carried out the consultation.  

Proposed by Councillor T Smith, seconded by Alderman S Wilson, that the recommendation be adopted.    

Councillor T Smith welcomed the public information sessions which had been proposed a year ago and believed that it was important to hear the views of local people as part of a consultation.  Many concerns had been expressed and the Council wanted to make sure that it was undertaken correctly and the public was largely on board.  Figures had shown that only 40% of residents were even aware of the Council’s proposal and of the users of the path itself only 54% were aware of plans.  He asked officers how the message was being put across to the community about the Greenway scheme.     

The Director explained that all the usual channels were being used such as newspapers, flyers, posters and there was extensive coverage by social media.  The awareness level itself was not as bad as it might appear to some since for any scheme there were always people who were not reached.  The Council would continue to push the channels that were available to it.     

Councillor T Smith pointed to the fact that 76% of residents were supportive of the scheme and that 76% were also happy with the existing path.  There were concerns that it would be dramatically improved to the point where it would damage the environment particularly along the coast of North Down.  He thought that it was important that the public were listened to at the public information sessions and comments were reviewed.  

The Director explained that the information presented was the public feedback from the main consultation which had just been completed and the public could discuss that information.   

Alderman S Wilson thanked all involved for the research and the time that had been spent gathering the information.  The feedback needed to be taken from all demographics and he personally looked forward to being able to cycle the route in time.   Often when there was opposition initially feelings could change when the benefits could be seen.  The new route should also improve accessibility for all people and had the potential in his view to be transformational for the Borough and aid regeneration.  
Councillor Chambers thought that there seemed to be a reluctance to use the words Greenway in relation to this scheme and North Down Coastal Path seemed to be preferred.  Mr McDade observed that that had come from terminology used by the Council.  

The Director explained that the detailed plan could be tweaked so long as it did not jeopardise the application and that major changes would probably not be possible at this point.  Many had concerns over cycling on the path but the Director believed that currently the path was being used by walkers and cyclists and it was hoped that this initiative would make the path safer for all.    

Councillor Woods asked about how telephone numbers had been sourced and about promotion near the path and the next steps in the process.  Mr McDade confirmed that the numbers had been provided by an independent research organisation and those who had responded had been assured of confidentiality and it was intended to promote the meetings through the normal channels such as libraries, shops and Bloomfield Shopping Centre.  The collated results would be brought to a future meeting of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, probably after the spring election.   

Councillor McRandal asked a technical question in relation to the statistics and probability and Mr McDade explained that the margin of error was explained in terms of the sample size and the accuracy of 95% which was sufficient for a survey such as this.  

Councillor Boyle had received an email from For Another Path expressing a desire for the coastal path between Pickie and Holywood to be excluded.   The Director explained that surveys had been consistent, the consultation had been carried out twice with similar results and represented 95% confidence in the views of all residents.  The work was carried out independently to remove potential bias to the outcome.  That area outlined was approximately four fifths of the entire scheme and could not be changed without scrapping the current scheme first.  

Alderman W Irvine recognised that there was no doubt tremendous public interest in the scheme particularly in the stretch between Pickie to Holywood and asked when the telephone surveys had taken place.  It was explained that residents were telephoned between 21 October – 15 November 2022 and the user survey had been carried out 15 – 19 October 2022.   He knew that in terms of what was proposed the majority of respondents would like to see a sympathetic upgrade to the North Down coastal path but that what was proposed was going a bit too far.  There were concerns for wildlife, the environment, future proofing the area and even the associated costs and he hoped to see a resolution of those. 

Councillor Douglas said that many of her questions had been answered already but hoped that those who could not attend the meetings in person could be connected by some other means and she was advised that it was intended to put the Bangor Castle meeting on a live stream via YouTube.  

At this stage the Chair of the Committee thanked Donal McDade and he left the meeting at 8.10 pm.     

Councillor T Smith stated that when he had proposed the recommendation he was under the impression that the information evenings would not represent consultation which was expected and therefore withdrew his proposal.  

At this point the officers’ recommendation was proposed by Alderman S Wilson, seconded by Councillor Douglas.  

Councillor Woods explained that she had not been a Member of Council when this was originally proposed and amended and asked for the exact wording of what had been agreed then.       

Councillor T Smith advised that at that point there had been a commitment to holding public information sessions to allow for further discussion and clarification.  

A number of Members said they therefore could not support the recommendation.  while other Members said they were unsure and asked for further clarity from the Director.  

The Director explained that at that time in 2021, the recommendation was to note the update and furthermore that a commitment was given to undertake a full consultation on the proposed routes including public information sessions.  Officers would bring back a comprehensive report, detailing the outcome of the consultation with the full range of options outlined on the way forward.

At this point a vote was taken on the report which had been presented to the meeting this evening and 7 voted FOR, 5 AGAINST and 2 ABSTAINED so it was declared CARRIED.     

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman S Wilson, seconded by Councillor Douglas, that the recommendation be adopted.   

(Having declared an interest in Item 10 Councillor Boyle left the meeting at 8.19 pm).    

private tenancies act (NI) 2022 update   
(Appendices VII & VIII) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that Members may recall previous updates in relation to the Draft Private Tenancies Bill. The subsequent Private Tenancies Act (Northern Ireland) 2022 received Royal Assent in April 2022, and a phased approach to its commencement was proposed by the Department for Communities (DfC) in September 2022. 

The planned first phase related to the implementation of Sections 1-6 of the Act on 1 January 2023.  In preparation for that, DfC were to issue guidance documentation to Councils and provide training if necessary.  However, that had not been provided to date and DfC had notified the Council that the implementation date had been pushed back until 1 April 2023.

· Sections 1 and 2 of the Act related to information that the landlord must provide to the tenant; DfC would provide a prescribed form in relation to those provisions.

· Section 3 would make it a requirement for landlords to provide receipts of payments for any transaction not carried out electronically.

· Section 4 restricted the deposit amount requested by a landlord to the equivalent of one month’s rent.

· Section 5 increased the time available to landlords to secure a deposit in an approved tenancy deposit scheme from 14 to 28 days.

· Section 6 removed the statutory time bar in relation to prosecuting tenancy deposit offences.

While it was disappointing that the new legal provisions were delayed, the three-month postponement would enable the Council to be fully prepared for the new requirements contained in the Act.  A further report would follow prior to the implementation of Sections 1-6, as the Council must agree on the level of fixed penalty notices that could be issued on those guilty of committing an offence. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report and the delayed implementation of Sections 1-6 of the Private Tenancies Act (Northern Ireland) 2022.

Proposed by Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Alderman W Irvine expressed his disappointment at the delay in this legislation and asked if there would be a further report brought back on the Council’s obligations under the Bill. 

The Head of Environmental Health, Protection and Development said that there would be and explained the delay from 1 January to 1 April 2023.  

Councillor Smart was happy to support the recommendation and it was important that there were protections in place for many of the tenants of the Borough.  He felt the legislation should be introduced sooner rather than later.   

Councillor T Smith asked how much additional staff time would be needed when the legislation came in to practice since he assumed there would be no additional funding from Stormont.  The officer explained that the first six sections did not involve a significant amount of resource and that that could be absorbed, but, moving into the future, and the later sections required, such as energy efficiency, additional resource would be needed for what would be a significant amount of work.  

Councillor Woods asked about Commencement Orders and if those could be made in the absence of a functioning Assembly at Stormont.   The officer explained that it could be progressed and that had been the reason for the delay in allowing Departmental officials to pull the necessary information together.   

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Smart, that the recommendation be adopted.      

(Councillor Boyle re-entered the meeting at 8.23 pm) 

update on portavogie 3g pitch project      
(Appendices IX & X) 

***ITEM AMENDED AT COUNCIL MEETING 26 JANUARY 2023***

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: - Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that Members will recall the update brought on the Portavogie 3G Pitch project in October 2022.  As a result, the following recommendations were adopted by the Council: 

1. Members to acknowledge that unforeseen circumstances have resulted in a significant uplift in estimated costs and therefore a review of the value for money and need against outcomes should be carried out, in the form of an addendum to the original OBC completed in 2017. The finding of which will be reported to members on completion. 
1. Officers continue to liaise with NI Water on their exact requirement and establishment of Council financial commitment.
1. Officers request that Planning NI reconsider NI Water’s recommendation for refusal and manage the resolution of the identified matter, as a condition to the planning approval instead.
1. Members write to NI Water Minister with the recommendation that these works are general area improvement works and therefore NI Water should cover the cost and carry out the works directly.  

In relation to recommendation 4, in the absence of a Minister, a letter was sent instead to the DFI permanent Secretary on 21 November 2022.  A response had now been received and was attached.
In response, the Chief Executive had now written to the Chief Executive of Northern Ireland Water.

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the attached reply from the DfI Permanent Secretary and the further letter sent to the Chief Executive of NI Water and her response will be reported back when received. 

Proposed by Councillor Boyle, seconded by Alderman W Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Councillor Boyle thanked officers for the report and shared the frustration of officers, and more so, the people of Portavogie, who had been waiting a long time for this pitch.  It was disappointing that after 13 months NI Water had a problem and was seeking a large contribution of £200k from the Council.  He wondered why that was necessary and queried how could costs be attributed at this stage with accuracy.  

The Director urged caution in using any figure with any significant confidence at this stage since it was still being calculated.  There was no doubt that if a 3G was introduced it would have an effect on the water infrastructure of the area and would need drainage for the water whereas in a grass pitch water could soak away naturally.  The question the Council would have would be if there was a deficiency already and should it be a shared responsibility.   

Alderman W Irvine echoed the frustrations regarding the delay and the cost of the project which had gone up and hoped that a resolution could be found so that the Council was not paying more than it should be.     

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor MacArthur, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.  

(Councillor Adair entered the meeting at 8.32 pm).   

notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Thompson and Adair 

That Council task of officers to bring forward a report on options and potential funding opportunities to enhance and improve Council Football Pitches at Abbey Road, Millisle, to ensure that they can be used and enjoyed by the local sporting clubs and the community of Millisle.   

Proposed by Councillor Adair, seconded by Alderman W Irvine, that the Notice of Motion be adopted.   

Councillor Adair said that he had attended a meeting with Mr S Dunne MLA regarding football clubs in Millisle and it was noted that the pitches at Abbey Road were frequently flooding and were uneven in places.  He welcomed that the Council had carried out some additional drainage in recent times but problems persisted.      

He explained that 250 young people were associated with Abbey Villa Football Club and demand for those facilities was high and he was therefore saddened that the football pitch could not be used all the time.  It was unsuitable for young people and he was asking for a Council report outlining the options that could be taken to ensure the facility could be used by everyone.  He thanked the Director for meeting with him that day and hoped to source some funding opportunities.   He asked Members to support his call for a report so that the facilities could be improved and that young people did not need to travel to use other pitches.  

Alderman W Irvine was happy to support the Notice of Motion and thought it was incumbent on the Council to have pitches in a good condition so young people did not need to travel far to participate in their sport.  Millisle was a growing village with youth teams so hopefully everyone could look forward to using good facilities in the future.        

Councillor Boyle thanked his Council colleagues for bringing the Motion and he hoped that outside funding could be sourced and agreed that improvements were needed at that pitch.  

Councillor Adair thanked Members for their support and restated that the pitch at Millisle fell short of being at an acceptable standard.   

AGREED.  

any other notified business  

a) Update Requested Consultation Concerning Reports of ASB at Playparks

Alderman W Irvine explained that a report had come forward a couple of months ago in respect of the locking of some playparks and he asked for an update on that.    

The Head of Parks and Cemeteries stated that officers had been engaging with residents in many neighbourhoods including Clandeboye, Bloomfield and Breezemount and with the North Down Community Network.  They had also met the Ward Park Residents Group in November, the PSNI in December and had held stakeholder meetings.  Some had still to take place with Moira Drive residents and the Clandeboye Village Association.  Following those meetings officers would be better placed and informed to consider if further consultation was necessary and to hear concerns to make recommendations to Members at a later date.   

Alderman W Irvine looked forward to the report on its completion.     

Councillor Chambers asked about the historical problem of anti-social behaviour that had taken place at Linear Park where it met with Marlo Link beside Ballycrochan Presbyterian Church.  The officer explained that meetings continued in that area with residents and that currently there was a relatively low level of anti-social behaviour in that place.  Local residents were encouraged to ring the PSNI to get a crime number if there was something worth recording.  Only last month a Friends of Policy was agreed which might help to solve any remaining issues in that area.   

NOTED. 
b) Recent success of Bangor Football Club on Steel and Sons Cup

Alderman W Irvine explained that Bangor Football Club had had a recent success winning the Steel and Sons Cup.  He stated that the Club was now in prime position for promotion.   He asked that a letter of congratulation be sent to the Club along with a Mayoral reception to recognise that success and show that the Council was fully behind them and the other Clubs within the Borough.   

AGREED, on the proposed of Alderman W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Chambers that a letter of congratulation be sent to Bangor Football Club and that a Mayoral reception take place.   

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 8.46 pm. 
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