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[bookmark: _Hlk129687430]ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via Zoom) of the Corporate Services Committee was held at the Council Chamber, City Hall, The Castle, Bangor and via Zoom, on Tuesday 13 February 2024 at 7.50pm. 

PRESENT: 

In the Chair:  	Councillor Moore

Aldermen:	Brooks (Zoom)	McIlveen
			Graham		Smith
			McAlpine
										
Councillors:	Chambers		W Irvine
			Cochrane		Irwin
			Gilmour		McCracken
			Kennedy		McRandal
			S Irvine		
					 						 
Officers: 	Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Head of Administration (A Curtis), Head of Human Resources (R McCullough) and Democratic Services Officer (P Foster) 

Also Present: Councillors Cathcart, Morgan and Wray

1.	Apologies

The Chairman (Councillor Moore) sought apologies at this stage and none were received.

NOTED.

2.	Declarations of Interest

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest at this stage and no Declarations were made.

NOTED.

REPORTS FOR APPROVAL

3.	Request for a Civic Event – Glastry Methodist Church
[bookmark: _Hlk121734890]
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of  Corporate Services stating that a letter had been received from Alderman Adair, Councillor Kerr and Councillor Edmund requesting that Glastry Methodist Church be considered for a civic reception to acknowledge its 175th anniversary.  

The Church contributed to the religious and spiritual wellbeing of the community of Glastry and the wider Rural area.  The Church was at the heart of Glastry, and its volunteers provided services for children, young people, and the elderly.  The Church involved itself with the local community group reaching out and supporting the local farming community.

Council Policy on Civic Receptions 
The Council’s Policy for Civic Receptions required requests to be submitted in writing to the Chief Executive and signed by at least three Elected Members. The request, once received, was assessed against set criteria and an officer’s report, with an appropriate recommendation, was prepared for consideration by the Corporate Services Committee. 

Assessment Criteria 
The subject of requests needed one of the two criteria outlined below: - 

1. Demonstrate exceptional service to the Borough/Local Community and have a significant anniversary (the exceptional service should be in the areas of voluntary or charitable work. The Anniversary should be a milestone of 25, 50 or 100 years.) 
OR 
2. Mark a very significant or unique achievement. (Defined as an achievement which would be recognised throughout Northern Ireland and beyond and the recipient has a strong association within the Borough). 

This request had been submitted in line with the agreed procedures and while it did not meet the criteria for a civic reception as stated in point 1 above – milestone of 25, 50 or 100 years – 175 years was considered to be very significant and therefore the view would be that the request should be acceded to. The cost could be met from the 2023/24 civic budget. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council proceeds to offer Glastry Methodist Church a Civic Reception to acknowledge 175 years since the formation of the Church and should the offer be accepted, proceeds to arrange same on a date to be agreed by relevant parties.

Councillor Kennedy proposed, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.

Commenting as seconder Alderman McIlveen noted the significance of a 175th anniversary, particularly as the Church had been a valuable part of the community throughout that time. 

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Kennedy, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.



4.	Request for a Civic Reception - 2nd Comber Boys Brigade
	
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of  Corporate Services stating that a letter had been received from Councillor Douglas, Alderman McIlveen and Alderman Adair requesting that 2nd Comber Boys Brigade be considered for a civic reception to acknowledge its 125th anniversary.  

The Boys Brigade leaders had been working alongside boys and young men from the town for 125 years and hoped to celebrate and promote the organisation with special events this year.  It was a voluntary organisation run by locally trained, dedicated and caring church volunteers who were committed to creating a safe and fun environment for every child and young person.  Its aim was to help all age groups to grow in confidence, gain a sense of belonging and develop new skills.  

The Company was made up of approximately 147 boys/young men ranging from the age of 4 to 18.  They met on a weekly basis to partake in a variety of activities such as crafts, outdoor pursuits, music, Bible study, sports, and Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

Council Policy on Civic Receptions 
The Council’s Policy for Civic Receptions required requests to be submitted in writing to the Chief Executive and signed by at least three Elected Members. The request, once received, was assessed against set criteria and an officer’s report, with an appropriate recommendation, was prepared for consideration by the Corporate Services Committee. 

Assessment Criteria 
The subject of requests needed one of the two criteria outlined below: -
 
1. Demonstrate exceptional service to the Borough/Local Community and have a significant anniversary (the exceptional service should be in the areas of voluntary or charitable work. The Anniversary should be a milestone of 25, 50 or 100 years.) 
OR 
2. Mark a very significant or unique achievement. (Defined as an achievement which would be recognised throughout Northern Ireland and beyond and the recipient has a strong association within the Borough). 

This request had been submitted in line with the agreed procedures and met the criteria set out in point one above.  The cost could be met from the 2024/25 civic budget. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council proceeds to offer 2nd Comber Boys Brigade a Civic Reception to acknowledge 125 years since its formation and should the offer be accepted, proceeds to arrange same on a date to be agreed by relevant parties.

Alderman McIlveen proposed, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the recommendation be adopted.

The proposer Alderman McIlveen remarked on the number of requests for Civic Receptions which were being submitted with many successfully meeting the Council’s criteria for a Civic Reception.  Continuing Alderman McIlveen noted that 2nd Comber Boys Brigade had almost 147 boys currently in its Company which he was aware was very well attended. 

Councillor S Irvine commented that as a former member of the BB and whose father was a past president of a Newtownards BB Company he fully supported the proposal.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the recommendation be adopted.

REPORTS FOR NOTING

[bookmark: _Hlk129096376]5.	RESPONSE TO NOTICES OF MOTION:

(a)	NOM 185 – EDUCATION SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE TO ALL (FILE NOM 185)
[bookmark: _Hlk138072128][bookmark: _Hlk138069727](Appendix I)	

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of  Corporate Services stating that a Notice of Motion was debated at Corporate Committee in October 2023 and subsequently ratified by Council which stated:

[bookmark: _Hlk148350699]“This Council believes: 

· Education should be accessible to all who seek it and embedding a culture of lifelong learning in our society is essential to enabling people to realise their potential. 
· Part-time flexible learning is crucial to meeting the skills needed to build a modern, inclusive and green economy. 
· Part-time students are a unique demographic, they are more likely to have disabilities, come from disadvantaged backgrounds, have caring responsibilities, such as children or elderly relatives, and in general, be part of a ‘hard to reach’ group who missed out on full-time study. 
· Lifelong learning, including non-formal education, addresses social issues, strengthens communities and builds civic engagement.  It is the most effective tool for meeting social policy objectives and creating positive social change. 
· Recognises that lifelong learning must become a meaningful and developed policy area with tangible actions and outcomes, underpinned by the wealth of best practice and innovation from across the UK and Ireland.

This Council therefore resolves to:

To assist in the promotion, through the dissemination of material in support of a Lifelong Learning campaign, to inform and raise public awareness of how lifelong learning transforms lives and communities.

Write to Strangford and North Down MLAs and MPs to prioritise funding for formal and informal part-time education when the Executive is formed.

Encourage Strangford and North Down MLAs to form and All-Party Group on Lifelong Learning to support and evidence and best-practice informed approach to policy making, in collaboration with adult education bodies and other stakeholders to form a voice for Lifelong Learning in the Assembly when an Executive is formed.

To write to other Councils in Northern Ireland to take similar action and to write to MPs and MLAs for their respective areas in a similar manner."

Letters were sent from the Chief Executive to the other 10 Councils, and the 2 MP’s and the 9 MLA’s covering Strangford and North Down on 20 November 2023   A reply was received by email on 21 November 2023 from M Nesbitt, MLA for Strangford and a copy was attached.  A letter was received on 29 November 2023 from the 4 Alliance MLA’s representing Strangford and North Down and a copy was attached.  A letter was received on 15 December 2023 from Fermanagh & Omagh District Council and a copy was attached.  A letter was received on 21 December 2023 from Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Council and a copy was attached.  Acknowledgement emails had  also been received from a number of Councils and Michelle McIlveen, MLA, Strangford.

RECOMMENDED that Council notes the responses.

At this stage the Chairman, Councillor Moore, commented as proposer of the Notice of Motion, by welcoming the report and adding that the most significant change since she had brought it forward for consideration was that there was now a fully functioning Northern Ireland Assembly in place. While acknowledging that we were in challenging times she stated that this was an important area to invest in.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Irwin, seconded by Alderman McAlpine, that the recommendation be adopted.

(b)	NOM 189 – STRANGFORD LOUGH FERRY SERVICE – FARE INCREASE (FILE NOM 189)
(Appendix II)	

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of  Corporate Services stating that a Notice of Motion was debated at Council in December 2023 which stated:

[bookmark: _Hlk154042723]“That this Council writes to the Department for Infrastructure (DFI) objecting to the significant proposed percentage increases to charges involving the structures along with pedestrian and various vehicle usage, availing of the Strangford Ferry Services.”

A letter was sent from the Chief Executive to The Permanent Secretary of the Department of Infrastructure on 21 December 2023 and a reply on 9 January 2024 which was attached.

RECOMMENDED that Council notes the response.


AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the recommendation be adopted.

6.	NOTICES OF MOTION 

(a)	NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR W IRVINE AND COUNCILLOR MCKIMM

That this Council writes to the Secretary of State to voice its objection to the NIO consultation on Water Charges and any attempt to introduce Water Charges to Northern Ireland.

At this stage Councillor W Irvine indicated that he wished to amend his motion to read:

That this Council writes to the DFI Minister to voice its objection to the DFI consultation on water charges and any attempt to introduce water charges to Northern Ireland. 

Councillor W Irvine proposed, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that this Council writes to the DFI Minister to voice its objection to the DFI consultation on water charges and any attempt to introduce water charges to Northern Ireland. 

The proposer, Councillor W Irvine, referred to a consultation on water charges which had been launched in December 2023.  He stated that the introduction of water charges would affect those most vulnerable in society along with those families on low incomes. Continuing he noted that there were grants currently available to help such families but was also aware that there would be no such grants to assist with water charges.  Councillor W Irvine added that the proposed introduction of water charges was not on the agenda of many of the political parties and as such he encouraged members to support his motion.

Commenting as seconder, Alderman McIlveen, stated that his party had always stood in opposition to the introduction of water charges, particularly as that was already accounted for within the existing rates. He agreed that investment was needed in water infrastructure throughout Northern Ireland and was aware that the newly appointed First Minister Michelle O’Neill had confirmed that she would not be supportive of the introduction of water charges. He added that he would look forward to future plans for further investment particularly as the longer things were left the more difficult it would be to restore. Alderman McIlveen added that he did not wish to see already struggling families having to face additional household bills.

Thanking Alderman McIlveen for his comments, Councillor W Irvine, stated that it was important that a message was sent to Government that any proposed introduction of water charges was unacceptable. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145490014]AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that this Council writes to the DFI Minister to voice its objection to the DFI consultation on water charges and any attempt to introduce water charges to Northern Ireland. 
(b)	NOTICE OF MOTION SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLOR WRAY AND ALDERMAN SMITH

Councillor Wray proposed, seconded by Alderman Smith that this Council writes to the Department of Infrastructure to once again express our deep concern at the poor state of roads across Ards and North Down. 
 
Council further requests that DFI changes their policy in relation to the depth of potholes that are required to be repaired back to 20 millimetres from the current 50 millimetres in order to improve the quality and safety of our roads network.

The proposer, Councillor Wray, commented that he was sure he was not alone when he said that the condition of the roads infrastructure including the amount and the size of potholes was one of, if not the most, commonly reported issue brought to Councillors by members of the community. The sense of frustration and anger from constituents had been growing particularly over the last six months, and he could say that for certain in relation to the Ards Peninsula. He stated that it did not help whenever they visited other Boroughs and noticed that the condition of the roads there was in no way comparable to Ards and North Down. Our residents, he stated, felt they were being treated unfairly and were being ignored. He suggested that if members were to take a drive that night across the Ards Peninsula it would be hard for them to argue against this.

Statistics provided by the Department for Infrastructure itself and published by the BBC stated that the Borough was one of the top of the league in terms of the amount of reported potholes. This he believed was absolutely nothing to boast about. 1,364 cases were reported in Causeway Coast and Glens, 1,963 in Fermanagh and Omagh.  Moving up the table it was noted Lisburn and Castlereagh was third with 2,181 cases reported, whereas Ards and North Down eclipsed that with 3,866 potholes recorded to the Department.

Councillor Wray reported that the impact of those potholes had caused road traffic accidents, resulted in damage to vehicles, and they had also impacted on the confidence of road users.  He added that when he encouraged friends and colleagues to visit Ards and North Down, and particularly the Ards Peninsula, the DEA which he represented, he was embarrassed when they talked about their experience on the roads.  He knew of tourists who were put off by the condition of the roads, and he was also aware of residents who currently took ten-minute detours on their commutes just to avoid certain hot spots. That, he stated, was unacceptable.

Continuing, Councillor Wray advised that the situation had got so bad that this was a community safety issue. He reported that there were areas with potholes that put vehicle drivers and passengers at risk, cyclists at risk, and indeed cyclists and pedestrians at risk because motorists were forced to swerve and move across the road to avoid the defects.

Similar to many of his colleagues in the Council Chamber he had reported those cases on the DFI website, and supported constituents to go through the process of claiming refunds for damages to their vehicle.  He reported that many people asked why they not just fix the roads because it would save them money in comparison to the amount of claims that they had been bombarded with recently.  Councillor Wray indicated that then took him onto one of the main causes of this problem and the second part to this Notice of Motion, which was around the current policy of potholes that qualify to be repaired.

Councillor Wray stated that it used to be the case that all potholes reported were inspected, and if determined to be 20mm or deeper, they would then be repaired. This policy was then changed to 50mm, and that had led to the issues which were occurring so much so that if a pothole was 45mm deep, it would not be repaired. This was why there were infamous holes on the Ards Peninsula that had grown so wide but because the depth was not 50mm, DFI would not carry out repairs.

The news announced from the Department a number of days ago that an additional £1million was to be invested into maintenance with a focus on addressing the pothole problem was welcome and very timely. Now he stated was the time to exert pressure on the Minister and to make the case for the policy change. Councillor Wray stated that the current policy was poor, and a message needed to be sent to DFI that it needed to change. He stated that a united voice should be that DFI was asked to revert this policy back to repairs at 20mm and if that were to change it would get rid of many of the potholes in the Borough.  As a result, the government would save money as opposed to waiting until defects grew deeper, meanwhile occurring claim costs.  Finally, he stated we would be keeping the community safer, and delivering for them. Councillor Wray sought the support of members for his notice of motion.

The seconder, Alderman Smith agreed that undoubtedly there was a crisis on the Borough’s road network.  While he welcomed the recent funding announcement of £1million for road investment he was aware that would be divided between the four Roads Services Divisions and as such would equate to approximately £83,000 of funding for the Borough. He stated that would not go far. He noted this matter had been continually raised by all Parties with no progress made to date as the result of budget issues. Continuing he noted the criteria for repairs effectively ruled out many of the Roads within the Borough even though in one small part of the Borough along a single stretch of road he had counted 35 major defects. He added that he had also been contacted by a local cycling club voicing its concerns about the road conditions particularly as it was proposing to host a cycle race in the locality to which Clubs from far and wide had been invited. They had indicated during their conversation that they may have to consider cancelling the event due to the road conditions. Having said all of that he acknowledged the assistance provided from staff at the Ards Section Office who always did what they could. As such he offered his full support to the Notice of Motion and encouraged members to also lend their support.

Alderman McIlveen commented that while he had no issue with the proposal he noted that two of his Party colleagues had fielded questions in respect of funding for roads and been advised that was allocated on the basis of need. Alderman McIlveen referred to the type of vehicles throughout the Borough and the density of many populations and as such he believed that a change in the Policy was required. He agreed that further investment was undoubtedly required and recalled how last year up to three roads only in the Borough had been resurfaced and that in his opinion was unsustainable. As such Alderman McIlveen expressed his full support for the proposal.

At this stage Councillor Gilmour also expressed her support for the proposal, adding that you would be hard pressed to find a street anywhere in the Borough which did not have any potholes. She agreed there was a need for further investment through the Borough particularly as for a number of years there had not been a re surfacing contractor in place, which had only exacerbated the problem. As such she stated that she was more than happy to support the proposal.

Councillor McRandal also rose in support of the proposal stating that it was even more urgent at this time of the year. He welcomed the reinstatement of the Northern Ireland Executive which he stated would hopefully see the reinstatement of funding after years of underfunding. 

Councillor McCracken agreed there were significant issues with potholes currently, even on the Castle Park Road, Bangor which was the main route to the City Hall, many schools, the college and cinema. Continuing he suggested that the increased use of SUV’s and heavier electric vehicles would only cause more damage. Urgent repairs and the reinstatement of many roads throughout the Borough were urgently needed and as such anything the Council could do to lobby for that was to be welcomed. 

By way of summing up Councillor Wray indicated that he would take on board all of the comments made by members and he thanked them for their contributions. He stated that strategy changes were required to address the issue which was prevalent throughout the Borough.

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Alderman Smith, that this Council writes to the Department of Infrastructure to once again express our deep concern at the poor state of roads across Ards and North Down. 

Council further requests that DFI changes their policy in relation to the depth of potholes that are required to be repaired back to 20 millimetres from the current 50 millimetres in order to improve the quality and safety of our roads network.

7.	ANY OTHER NOTIFIED BUSINESS

The Chairman advised that there were no items of Any Other Notified Business.

NOTED.

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman Graham, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 


REPORTS FOR APPROVAL (IN CONFIDENCE)

8.	Renewal of Lease - premises at 100 Ward Avenue, Bangor 
(Appendix III)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to consider the renewal of the lease for the premises at 100 Ward Avenue, Bangor.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request.   

The recommendation was adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk129096524]9.	Potential acquisition of land at Ambleside, Bangor (nom187)
[bookmark: _Hlk138080484]	(Appendix IV)

[bookmark: _Hlk138080761]***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to consider an offer to acquire land at Ambleside, Bangor. The report outlined the issues and made a recommendation to resolve the position.

The matter was deferred.

10.	Renewal of 2 licences to North Down Hockey Club of land at Comber Leisure Centre (Appendix V)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

5. Exemption: a claim to legal professional privilege

Council was asked to consider a request from North Down Hockey Club to renew 2 licences in relation to paths that they installed and also the temporary scaffolding used by them to record matches at Comber Leisure Centre.

The recommendation was adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk138080796]11.	Request from Curry’s Amusements to use McKee Clock Arena Bangor for an Easter Funfair 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk138081196](Appendix VI)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON

Council was asked to consider a request from Curry’s Amusements to hold an Easter Funfair at the McKee Clock Arena.  

The recommendation was adopted.

12.	Request from Market Place Europe Limited to hold an International Market at Conway Square - May 2024 (Appendix VII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

Exemption 3: relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person
Council was asked to consider a request from Market Place International Limited to hold a market at Conway Square, Newtownards in May 2024.  

The recommendation was adopted.

13.	Request from NIE for a Wayleave over land at Greyabbey cemetery
(Appendix VIII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to consider granting NIE a Wayleave over land at Greyabbey new Cemetery.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request from NIE. 

The recommendation was adopted.

14.	Request to renew the licence for the use of the pitch at Islandview, Greyabbey
(Appendix IX)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to consider the renewal of the licence for the use of the pitch at Islandview, Greyabbey for intermediate football.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request.

The recommendation was adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk138082593]15.	Request for a storage container at Seapark, Holywood (Appendix X)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to consider granting a licence for a storage container at Seapark for sporting equipment.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request.

The recommendation was adopted.

[bookmark: _Hlk138084873]16.	Request from NI Water for Rectification of Title of land at Clanbrassil (Seapark) and a temporary working area at Clanbrassil (Appendix XI)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to agree to rectify a title issue at Clanbrassil and to also grant NI Water approval for a temporary working area at the same location.   It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request from NI Water. 

The recommendation was adopted.

17.	Asserted public right of way from Killinchy Road part way to Ballydrain Road, Comber (Appendix XII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

6b. Exemption: order or direction under any statutory provision 

Summary: The report outlines the issues, and legal advice received, in relation to the asserted public right of way and makes a recommendation to resolve the issues.

The recommendation was adopted.

18.	GREYABBEY VILLAGE HALL
(Appendix XIII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to agree to the surrender and release of a mortgage debenture relating to Greyabbey Village Hall.  It is recommended that the Council accedes to the request.  

The recommendation was adopted.

19.	BLAIR MAYNE BURSARY AWARDS
(Appendix XIV)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE- 1. Exemption: relating to an individual

The Council was asked to agree two sets of minutes from November 2023 and January 2024 from the Blair Mayne bursary fund committee.

The minutes were adopted.

REPORTS FOR NOTING (IN CONFIDENCE)

20.	ABSENCE MANAGEMENT UPDATE
(Appendix XV)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

4. Exemption: Consultations or negotiations

Council was asked to consider an update on the proposed Absence Management Action Plan prepared by Senior Management to tackle the issues raised by APSE.

The recommendation was adopted.

(Councillor Chambers left the meeting at this stage – 9.49pm)


Re-admittance of Public/Press 

AGREED, on the proposal of Councillor Gilmour, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting.

Termination of meeting 

The meeting terminated at 9.52pm.
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