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		C.25.09.24PM
ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the City Hall, The Castle, Bangor on Wednesday 25 September 2024 commencing at 7.00pm. 

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Cathcart)

	Aldermen:


	Adair
Armstrong-Cotter
Brooks
Cummings 
Graham (7.16pm)

	McAlpine
McDowell
McIlveen
McRandal 
Smith


	Councillors:



	Ashe
Blaney
Boyle
Creighton
Cochrane
Chambers
Douglas
Edmund
Gilmour (7.04 pm)
Harbinson
Hollywood
S Irvine
W Irvine
Irwin 
	Kennedy
Kendall
Kerr (7.25pm - Zoom)
McClean
McCollum 
McCracken
McKee (Zoom) 
McKimm
McLaren 
Moore
Morgan
Smart
Thompson
Wray 



Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Interim Director of Prosperity (A McCullough), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Interim Director of Place (B Dorrian), Head of Communications and Marketing (C Jackson), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (H Loebnau) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor (Councillor Cathcart) welcomed everyone to the meeting and commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer. 

NOTED.

2.	APOLOGIES

Apologies for lateness were received from Alderman Graham and Councillors Gilmour and Kerr.    

NOTED. 


3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor sought Declarations of Interest from Members at this stage and none were declared.  

Later in the meeting Councillor W Irvine and Councillor Chambers declared an interest in Item 7.5.1 - Leisure Transformation Response to Notice of Motion. 
 
NOTED.

4.	Mayor’s Business

On behalf of the Council, the Mayor began by thanking a former Member, Councillor Rossiter, for his time and service to Ards and North Down Borough Council and wished him every success on his move to Dublin to take up new employment.   

He reminded Members of the Shorelife celebration which was due to take place on Saturday 5th October and the Veterans Day Parade which was planned for Sunday 6th October.  He advised that Members should inform Democratic Services of their wish to attend Veterans Day. 

NOTED.

4.1	Veteran Awards Invitation 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Corporate Services detailing that the Mayor’s Office had received an invitation, inviting the Mayor (Councillor Cathcart), and the Veterans Champion (Alderman Cummings) to attend the Northern Irish Veteran Awards which  was due to take place on 23 October 2024 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Belfast.  The cost of attendance was £90 per person which could be covered by existing budgets.
 
Liz McConaghy from the Borough (author of Chinook Crew Chick) would host and present awards.  It would also provide a platform to fundraise for Blesma, a charity for limbless veterans.
 
The Ards and North Down Borough was home to many ex-servicemen and possessed a very rich Services history.  With the next Armed Forces Day due to be hosted by the Council in 2025 this invitation provided an important opportunity for attendees to network with key figures from both military and businesses across Northern Ireland. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council agrees to accept the invitation for the Veterans Champion, Alderman Cummings, to attend the Northern Irish Veteran Awards at a cost of £90 which could be met from existing budgets.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.    
5.	Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the Month of September 2024
		(Appendix I)	
	
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of September 2024. 

The Mayor referred to the Tide and Turf event which had taken place in Portavogie on Saturday 7th September and the enormous success it had been in showcasing the area’s seafood and fishing industry.   He had particularly enjoyed being involved in the preparation of some squid during a cookery demonstration.  Another event that he had attended in Portavogie had been the reopening of the playpark there.   

The Mayor had attended the opening of the Action Cancer pop up shop on Main Street, Bangor, which he said was well worth a visit and reminded them that the Mayor’s Charities were also giving support to Action Cancer.   

The Homecoming welcome at Aurora for Jack McMillan, Olympic Gold Medallist, had been a very special occasion and Jack’s visit to his swimming club had been inspiring and had fully engaged every child and young person who had been present on the day.  The Mayor offered his thanks to Jack for his continuing commitment to Bangor.  

The previous Saturday the Mayor had attended a beach clean at Bangor Bay with the 9th Bangor Scouts and the Ards and North Down Beach cleaners.   He thought that it had been inspiring to see the amount of people involved in the clean-up but disappointing to note that there was a lot of debris and litter discarded.  He hoped that in the future fewer beach cleans would be necessary but for the moment it was encouraging to see the commitment from so many people to make a difference to the local environment. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the information be noted. 

6. 	minutes of council meeting dated 28 august 2024 
[bookmark: _Hlk173759938]
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.   

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 
      
7.	Minutes of Committees 

7.1.	Planning Committee dated 3 September 2024

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.    

7.2.	Environment Committee dated 4 September 2024 

[bookmark: _Hlk177467160]PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Alderman McAlpine, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the minutes be approved and adopted.   

In respect of Item 9 – NI Municipal Waste Management Statistics January to March 2024  

Alderman Adair took the opportunity to put on record his thanks to those who carried out the refuse collections throughout the Borough, they worked hard through every season and provided the one service that every ratepayer felt that they benefited from.   He was aware that these employees also went the extra mile for many people, particularly the elderly and vulnerable.  The Mayor agreed and reported that he had recently had breakfast with the staff at North Road Depot and the Balloo site and had passed on the Council’s thanks then but Alderman Adair’s comments could also be added to that.  He added that in all his time as a local councillor he had never once received a complaint about the staff carrying out refuse collections.   

Alderman W Irvine referred to the decrease in the amount of waste collected at the Household Recycling Centres and if that was expected to continue and was the booking system proving to be a deterrent.  In response the Director of Environment stated that this decrease was not in itself a bad thing adding that the amount of landfilled residual waste had fallen by 21% and so the net position was extremely positive for the Council.  It had long been established that the Council was taking in too much waste into its Household Recycling Centres and some of that was recyclable material but that was far outweighed by the massive drop in landfill waste.   

The Director went on to explain that it was believed that the Council had been taking in waste from various sources such as from outside the Borough and had also been taking in business waste.  He presumed that that waste was now being disposed of elsewhere but the net position for Ards and North Down was grossly positive for the period and this was the first time the Council had ever had a recycling rate above the average for Northern Ireland.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McAlpine, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.3	Place and Prosperity dated 5 September 2024

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

In respect of Item 5 – Ards and Bangor Business Awards 2024-2025 

Councillor Gilmour asked to make a slight amendment to add Councillor W Irvine as a reserve to the Ards and Bangor Business Awards nominees if another Member could not attend and that was supported by Alderman McIlveen.  

AGREED. 

In respect of Item 8 – Update on Village Plan Engagement Process      

Councillor McCollum referred to an inaccuracy in the minutes on page 30 where she was quoted as saying that people wished these to be talking shops rather than stressing that people did not wish to see these as merely talking shops.   

NOTED. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Gilmour, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the minutes be approved and adopted subject to the amendments. 

(Alderman Graham entered the meeting at 7.16 pm) 

7.4	Corporate Committee dated 10 September 2024 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Irwin, seconded by Councillor Cochrane, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.5	Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 11 September 2024

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

The Mayor asked if the minutes could be agreed apart from Item 33 which would be heard later in the meeting in confidence.    

Proposed by Alderman Brooks, seconded by Councillor Hollywood that the minutes be approved and adopted.   

In respect of Item 26 – Portavogie and Portaferry 3G Pitches and Portaferry Sport Centre Floor Bi-Monthly Update 

Alderman Adair referred to the impact of the EU ban on single use plastics which had led to the difficultly proceeding with the Portavogie 3G Pitch and asked if the Council was now clearer on the way forward in light of that ban.  He went on to say that the Head of Leisure had informed the Community and Wellbeing Committee that there was a natural compound that could replace plastic and it would also work well in this climate.  The Alderman had been disappointed that slow progress had been made despite the Council having known of this ban for some months.  He felt that was having a detrimental impact on the project and he hoped to see progress soon for a facility that he believed was so desperately needed.   

Alderman Adair asked a further question about Portaferry Sports Centre and the progress of investigating the ownership there and also the request for an onsite meeting.  The Director confirmed that ownership had been established with the St Ignatius Trust who owned the building and the Council had seen documentation that it had been opened in 2008, with Council having a five-year term license to use the premises, and that Council hoped to renew the license and a meeting had been arranged to discuss this.  The Alderman appreciated the clarity and hoped that an onsite meeting would take place soon.     

Councillor Boyle stressed that it would be important to have all stakeholders represented at a meeting and he had heard conflicting reports and information around the ownership, but he looked forward to that taking place.   

NOTED. 

In respect of Item 6 - Consultation Response to Public Health Act 2024

Alderman McIlveen asked to make a proposal which was seconded by Alderman Adair;

That Council agrees to the completed consultation response form except in relation to the following questions:

Q13 - should be undecided given the reasons outlined in the officer’s response.
Q15 - should be undecided as officers are looking for further information.
Q26(a) - should be undecided as there is a request for clarity.
Q27 - undecided as lacking in detail.
Q28 - disagree due to concerns regarding impacts on the rights and freedoms of individuals.
Q32a and b – disagree due to concerns regarding impacts on the rights and freedoms of individuals.
Q43 - disagree as there are concerns regarding the impact on the rights and freedoms of individuals. It is Council’s view that this document should have been subject to impact assessments before consultation.

Furthermore, that the Council writes to the Minister who should withdraw this consultation given the vagueness in the language used and the lack of impact assessment of what is proposed and expresses its concern that it contains proposals which adversely impact on the rights and freedoms of individuals which are excessive in a democratic society.

Alderman McIlveen recognised that the Public Health Act officers had made a fantastic response with a full rationale, and he saw the need for an updated Public Health Bill.  However, the powers needed to be proportionate, and he felt that what was being presented would not look out of place in North Korea or the darkest days of the former East Germany. The Health Minister also had concerns about ideas such as mandatory vaccination and if he had reservations surely the Council should be concerned.  The Alderman also considered that what was set out was vague in its language and clarity and it would be remiss of the Council not to set out its concerns.   

Seconding the amendment Alderman Adair concurred with the comments of his colleague and expressed the concerns of constituents, and that the Democratic Unionist Party which opposed anything that limited personal freedom.   In his view, this should be taken very seriously and he therefore asked Members to support the proposal of Alderman McIlveen and call on the Minister to withdraw the consultation and express the concerns of constituents.    

Councillor Irwin spoke for the Alliance Party and did not think she could support the amendment since it was detailed, and she had not received advance sight of it.  She did have severe reservations about the language in the Bill and noted that the consultation period had now been extended. She thought that given the sensitivities it might be more appropriate for each political party to make its own response.   

Councillor P Smith concurred with Councillor Irwin and thought that the detail would have been better discussed at the Community and Wellbeing Committee.  He said he would not support the amendment on the basis he had outlined but did support the comments of Alderman McIlveen in respect of the limits to personal freedom.   

Councillor W Irvine stated that he would support Alderman McIlveen and that any legislation that went against personal freedom was not something that he could support.       

Councillor Kennedy considered that this particular issue cut to the heart of the legitimacy of this Chamber and the authority and rights to support people.  He stressed that the issue was far too important for individual parties to comment on.  He thought there should be extreme concern and fear in relation to this piece of legislation as it was framed, as it could be viewed as a roadmap to tyranny.  The main issue was one of fundamental rights to freedom and personal autonomy and the obscenity of government and state in attempting to reach into the way people could live their lives.  He thought that it was perfectly reasonable to seek clarity and supported the proposal made by Alderman McIlveen.   

Councillor Kendall thought it was difficult to come to a decision since she had been unable to consider all the points and believed that there should be a balance between personal freedom and health protection.  She invited Alderman McIlveen to bring the matter back to the Committee for closer consideration and hoped he would agree.   

The Mayor invited Alderman McIlveen to do that and it was agreed to reconsider the matter at the next meeting of the Community and Wellbeing Committee particularly in light of what the Minister had come back with.  The Director of Community and Wellbeing agreed to the decision of the Members that the matter be deferred to the Committee which would have delegated powers to respond within the time limit.   

AGREED.      

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Brooks, seconded by Councillor Hollywood, that the minutes be approved and adopted apart from Item 33 and that Item 6 be referred back to the Community and Wellbeing Committee for further discussion, with the Committee given delegated powers to agree the response.   



8.	DEPUTATIONS  

8.1	Deputation from NILGA – Leadership Programme for Elected Member Development 
		(Appendix III) 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED: Report from the Chief Executive detailing that a deputation request had been received from the Northern Ireland Local Government Association (appendix attached). 

RECOMMENDED that the Council accepts the request for a deputation from the Northern Ireland Local Government Association and refers it to the next Council meeting or the appropriate Committee.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the recommendation be adopted, and that the Deputation be referred to the Corporate Services Committee.     

9.	ITEM WITHDRAWN

10.	Sealing Documents

RESOLVED: - On the proposal of Alderman Graham, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:-

(a) Grants of Rights of Burials: D40496, D40499, D40591-D40629
(b) Transfer deed – ANDBC to NI Water – land at Newtown Bridge, Comber.  
(c) Tender for Pickie Fun Park Redevelopment.   
11.	TranSfer of Rights of Burial

Transfers received as detailed below:

William McNeill to Roger Moore 

Ballyvester section C grave D1

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Wray, seconded by Councillor Harbinson, that the transfers be approved. 

12.	Notice of Motion Status Report 
		(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Interim Chief Executive attaching Notice of Motion Status Report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk77936474]RECOMMENDED that Council notes the report. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Edmund, seconded by Councillor Thompson, that the recommendation be adopted.	 

13.	NOTICES OF MOTION 

13.1	Notice of Motion from Alderman McIlveen, Councillor Boyle, Alderman McDowell, Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, Councillor Smart, Councillor Kennedy, Councillor S Irvine 

That this Council bestows the Freedom of the Borough upon Rhys McClenaghan - European, Commonwealth, World and Olympic Gold Medallist – in recognition of this outstanding achievements in sport.   

The Mayor informed Members that the Motion would be heard at the full Council meeting this evening and had a minimum of six signatures.   

Proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.   

Proposing the Notice of Motion Alderman McIlveen stated that a Freedom of the Borough was the highest honour the Council could bestow on an individual or organisation.  An individual must be a person of distinction or have rendered eminent service by way of an exceptional contribution to the Borough or whose achievements brought additional recognition to the Borough.   One of the criteria to be met was to have achieved sustained international recognition in the arts, sports or business. 

It gave him enormous pleasure to nominate Rhys McClenaghan to be awarded the Freedom of Ards and North Down Borough and was delighted to have been supported in this nomination by Councillor S Irvine, who had seconded the Motion and the other Members who had signed it on a cross-party basis.  

Rhys’ ties to the Borough were well known.  He had been born and raised in Newtownards and had attended Regent House School in the town.  Initially he had trained at Rathgael Gymnastics Club, then for a period at his own home, then in Dublin and ultimately, in his hometown at the Ards Blair Mayne Complex.  Rhys had been awarded the British Empire Medal in recognition of his services to gymnastics.   

The Alderman described Rhys as a precocious gymnastic talent at only 6 years old.   He and his coach, Luke Carson, later plotted a ten-year plan to conquer the world on the pommel horse and win Olympic Gold at Paris.   Rhys had probably first come to the world’s wider attention when he qualified for the final of the pommel horse at the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games in 2018.  At the time all eyes had been on the reigning World and Olympic Champion, Max Whitlock.  However, here was a young lad from Newtownards in a major international multi-sport event competing in the final on the other side of the world.  Rhys had stunned everyone (except maybe himself and his coach) by beating Max Whitlock.  It was an amazing statement of arrival on the world stage.   

Since then, Rhys had performed at an exceptionally consistent level winning the European Championships a few months later in 2018, then again in 2023 and 2024, and the World Championships in 2022 and 2023, as well as Silver at the 2022 Commonwealth Games and Bronze at the 2019 World Championships.   

He went on to say that hopes were high for the Olympic Games in Tokyo but frustratingly Rhys fell short of his own exacting standards.  Looking back, he said we had all felt his pain as he was interviewed afterwards but at the same time there was a steely determination in his words and an unflappable confidence in his own abilities.  It perhaps made what unfolded in Paris sweeter.

Qualifying in first place to reach the final, Rhys was among the favourites to win Gold in what was an incredibly strong field of gymnasts once again up against two-time Olympic Gold Medallist Max Whitlock.  In the end, Rhys fought off the challenges of Kurbanov and Kazakhstan and Nedoroscik of the USA to secure gold.      

Alderman McIlveen stated that Rhys was more than just the achievements that were seen on the television screen.  He was also an incredible ambassador for the Borough and the town of Newtownards.  There was barely a time that Rhys was interviewed that he did not speak about his hometown and we knew about the ambition that was realised to be able to train in Newtownards.  It was truly an honour for us to have a European, Commonwealth, World and Olympic Champion to live here, train here and inspire us all.

He thought Rhys was an inspiration, he was a young boy who had a dream, he worked hard and trained hard and was incredibly focused and his failures were only additional steps to his success.  Alderman McIlveen said that the palpable excitement of his three children gathered round the television to watch the pommel horse final was only matched by them waiting with the crowds to catch a glimpse of Rhys at Conway Square during the homecoming and he could still hear his five hear old son saying, “I can see Rhys".

That sort of thing was just priceless, and it meant the world to young people to have someone they could look up to and aspire to be like living on their doorstep.  He acknowledged that Rhys was still so young but had achieved so much and was the only gymnast to have won the European, Commonwealth, World and Olympic titles.

He paraphrased the words of the commentator Sid Waddell about Eric Bristow: "When Alexander of Macedonia was 33, he cried salt tears because there were no more worlds to conquer...[McClenaghan's only 25]".

Finishing he said that the Town Hall in Newtownards had been lit up gold and civic events and homecomings had been planned but, in his mind, and in the mind of those who had co-signed this Motion, Rhys was worthy of the Council’s highest honour.  The honour was rarely given to an individual and it was statement of what he had achieved and the high regard in which is he was held by the Council and the wider Borough.  Alderman McIlveen looked forward to the support of Members for the Motion.   

Seconding the Motion Councillor S Irvine said he was very proud to support the Notice of Motion with his fellow Ards Councillors and the outgoing Sports Forum Chair.  He said that Rhys was a globally recognized athlete and an exemplary figure in the world of gymnastics. Rhys had not only brought immense pride to his hometown of Newtownards but also the Borough and had made history on the world stage as one of the most successful pommel horse specialists of his generation.

Rhys's journey to international stardom began at the age of 18, when he made headlines by defeating the reigning Olympic Champion at the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games.

Within weeks, he followed that remarkable achievement by claiming the European title, setting a precedent for his incredible career.  Rhys was now a three-time European Champion and a two-time, back-to-back World Champion on the pommel horse.

Moreover, his extraordinary achievement of becoming the only gymnast to hold Commonwealth, European, World, and Olympic titles on a single apparatus solidified his position as a trailblazer in his sport.

Born and raised in Newtownards, Rhys was not only a global athlete but a local hero. Unlike many Olympians who trained abroad, Rhys had remained committed to his roots, choosing to train in his hometown.  His pride in representing Northern Ireland on the international stage, particularly at the Commonwealth Games, had endeared him even further to the people of this Borough.

Rhys's global success was complemented by his influence beyond the gymnastics arena. He recently became the face of a major advertising campaign for G-Star Jeans, with his image adorning billboards across Japan, Asia, and the Netherlands.
 
While we might be slightly biased in our admiration, it was undeniable that
Rhys was a global sporting superstar, recognized and respected across the world for his achievements.

Councillor S Irvine stated that it was with great pride that he stood before the Council to talk about Rhys, who would be an outstanding ambassador for Ards and North Down.  This was a young man whose achievements had not only placed him on the world stage but had brought unprecedented recognition to the community.

With a world-class gym based right here in the Borough, alongside the incredible coach, Luke Carson, this athlete had shown dedication, resilience, and passion in gymnastics.  He was not only an Olympic gold medallist but also a global figure with two World Championship titles and three European gold medals to his name.  His accomplishments marked him as the first-ever Olympic Gold medallist from our borough, a true pioneer.

As an ambassador, Rhys would inspire future generations, showing them that greatness was possible starting right here in Ards and North Down.

Councillor S Irvine said that Rhys’ influence reached far beyond sports - his journey embodied discipline, commitment, and the power of a local dream to shine on the world stage. There was no doubt that Rhys would represent the Borough with pride and distinction, serving as a role model for everyone.

He concluded by saying that Rhys McClenaghan's commitment to excellence, his love for his hometown, and his groundbreaking success in sport made him a truly deserving recipient of the highest honour that the Borough could bestow.  By awarding him the Freedom of the Borough, the Council were not only celebrating his past achievements but also acknowledged his continuing role as an ambassador for Newtownards, the Borough and Northern Ireland on the world stage. 

As a Councillor for Newtownards Councillor Smart spoke stating that he was delighted to support the Motion for Rhys.  Much had rightly been said about his achievements at the Homecoming in Conway Square a few short weeks ago inspiring people near and far.  Rhys had great personal tenacity with determination and the ability to work hard.  He viewed failure as being a natural step on the ladder to success and had encouraged others to overcome challenges and adversaries.   

It was clear that despite his success Rhys had never forgotten where he came from and had the spirit of giving back by encouraging and inspiring others in equal measure.  At the Blair Mayne Bursary Awards he had never seen such a group of young people more captivated with a speaker.  He described Rhys’s journey and the challenges of training on pommel during the Covid pandemic.  His success could only be achieved with the support of his parents, wider family circle, his coach Luke Carson and the support of the people of Newtownards.  

Councillor Smart explained that the Council had always endeavoured to support Rhys and the honour would be richly deserved and Rhys would inspire and achieve for many years to come.  The whole Borough and wider community had embraced Rhys and he was pleased that the Council had also supported with quality facilities that had a strong impact on health and wellbeing.   

Councillor Boyle knew that the Motion had Council wide support.  He spoke as a past Chair and a current Vice Chair of the Ards and North Down Sports Council which had regularly had Rhys at sports awards and the Member had witnessed and supported his journey.  At only 24 years of age he had achieved every honour and award and this was a good news story and it was right that Rhys should be honoured for his amazing achievement.  Indeed, Councillor Boyle himself felt honoured to have his name on the Motion which would bestow the Freedom of the Borough on Rhys.      

Alderman McDowell said that his fellow Councillors had already described Rhys in detail, highlighting his achievements and he thought that Rhys had put Newtownards on the map for all the right reasons and the town itself was very proud of him as a local son.  The Alderman witnessed the crowds in Conway Square and noticed that Rhys had taken a good deal of time to sign autographs, and he thought that it was fitting that the Council had decided to honour him in this way.  Rhys was a great role model as a local lad who had a dream and a vision and was prepared to put in the work to achieve that despite the obstacles that stood in his way.  He had come through and was young enough to continue to have a positive impact on his sport.    

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter agreed with everything that had been said and Rhys had reminded us of how it felt to be proud of the Borough and Newtownards and where we came from and what could be achieved through hard work and dedication.  The message was that if you achieved the Borough would be behind you and she thought that Rhys truly deserved such a high honour.  While the Council offered small grants to those participating in sport, she knew those were limited but they were a token of the Council’s support.         

The Mayor said it was abundantly clear how commendable this award was given Rhys’ age and that he would have many more years left to achieve in his sport.   Rhys’ Homecoming Parade would be one of the highlights of his Mayoral year and had been a joyful occasion which was full of local pride.  This Olympic success had not been seen in Northern Ireland since Mary Peters had achieved her Gold Medal.  It was hoped that this local success would be a lasting legacy in the Borough and he was in no doubt that Rhys truly deserved this honour.   

Councillor Kennedy thought that Members had laid out in beautiful detail the size of the achievement so he thought he should focus on the personality and character of Rhys and what it took to be an Olympian, mental toughness and resilience, intelligence to analyse his own regime and learn from it and the ability to block out distractions.  A strong work ethic was essential setting goals and doing whatever was needed to achieve those, he needed to be coachable, willing to learn while being hopeful and optimistic in the aim for perfection.  That was an example for everyone and he was pleased to support the Motion for the colossus that Rhys was.   

Councillor Moore and Alderman Graham added their support to the Motion referring to the delight and pride Rhys had brought to the Borough and praising him for his success on the world stage and bringing the Gold Medal back to the Borough.   

Alderman McIlveen thanked Members for all for the words of support and he repeated that Rhys McClenaghan was an incredibly worthy recipient of this award.  He also recommended that Members view the True North documentary which showed some of the background to the journey that Rhys had taken and was a fascinating insight into his life.  A poem had also been written for Rhys by Rosemary Jenkinson entitled Pommel Horse which he said was excellent.    

It was agreed that a report be brought to the Corporate Services Committee outlining the initial timescales for the Freedom of the Borough event.

AGREED.         

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor S Irvine, that the Notice of Motion be adopted.    

13.2	Notice of Motion from Councillor Irwin and Alderman McRandal 

That this Council tasks officers with producing a report outlining how pedestrian access to Household Recycling Centres in the Borough could be facilitated.   

This report should include consideration of health and safety requirements, the HRC booking system and the ability to provide pedestrian access in other council areas in Northern Ireland.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Irwin, seconded by Councillor McRandal, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Environment Committee.      

13.3	Notice of Motion from Alderman P Smith and Councillor Wray, Councillor W Irvine    

That this Council strongly opposes the UK Government’s recent Winter Fuel Payment policy change.   We resolve to write to the Prime Minister, urging the Government to reverse this harmful decision which will have a far-reaching and devastating impact on pensioner households across the UK. Furthermore, we seek assurance that, at the very least, the Pension Credit minimum income guarantee will be increased, ensuring that more low-income pensioner households, particularly those who narrowly miss out, become eligible for pension credit.    

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman P Smith, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.     

(Councillor McKimm left the meeting at 8.18 pm) 

Exclusion of public/press 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman Graham, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 
on be adopted. 

***ITEM 7.5.1 IN CONFIDENCE***

(Councillor W Irvine and Councillor Chambers declared an interest in Item 7.5.1 and left the meeting at 8.20 pm)  

7.5.1	Matter Arising from Item 33 – Leisure Transformation Response to Notice of Motion (Appendix II) 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

An alternative proposal was made in relation to the future operating model for leisure.  That fell and the officers’ original recommendation was agreed.

14.	renewal of crown estate recreational lease, bangor 
	(Appendices V & VI)
	
***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

The Council was asked to approve the Heads of Terms and instruct the Council’s solicitor to proceed with finalising the Lease.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the requests.  

The recommendation was agreed. 

14.1	RENEWAL OF CROWN ESTATE RECREATIONAL LEASE BANGOR – ADDENDUM – BANGOR MARINE REQUEST FOR A LICENCE FOR SITE HOARDING 
(Appendix VII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

The Council was asked to approve the granting of a licence for site hoardings subject to a number of terms and conditions.   It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request.  

The recommendation was agreed. 

15.	Tender for artificial sports pitch replacement at comber leisure centre (two no. tennis courts), ward park (four no. tennis courts) and bangor aurora (hockey pitch)   

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 3 – EXEMPTION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS IF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON.

A report was presented to Community and Wellbeing recommending a Tender for Artificial Sports Pitch replacement at Comber Leisure Centre (Two no. tennis courts), Ward Park (Four no. tennis courts) and Bangor Aurora (hockey pitch).

The Report recommended that Council agreed to award the tender in accordance with the procurement process.

The recommendation was agreed. 

16.	LMp tender for a transport academy 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

A report updating Members on the outcome of the Transport Academy Tender. The report included details of the tender award.

The report recommended that the Council award the contract for the provision of a Transport Academy to DFPF Ltd.

17.	lmp tender for academy for people of disabilities 

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6: 3– INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

A report updating Members on the outcome of the Academy for People with Disabilities Tender. The report included details of the tender award.

The report recommended that the Council award the contract for the provision of an Academy for People with Disabilities in the Ards and North Down area to NOW Project. 

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Councillor McClean, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting. 

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 9.02 pm. 
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