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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A meeting of the Ards and North Down Borough Council was held at the City Hall, The Castle, Bangor on Wednesday 29th May 2024 commencing at 7.00pm. 

	In the Chair:

	The Mayor (Councillor Gilmour)

	Aldermen:


	Adair 
Armstrong-Cotter 
Cummings
Graham 
	McDowell
McIlveen
Smith 


	Councillors:



	Ashe 
Blaney 
Boyle
Cathcart 
Chambers 
Creighton (8.07 pm)
Douglas 
Edmund 
Harbinson 
Hollywood
S Irvine 
W Irvine 
Irwin (8.02 pm)
	Kendall 
Kerr (7.15 pm)
Martin (7.51 pm)
McCollum (8.07 pm)
McCracken (7.55 pm)
McKee 
McLaren
McRandal
Moore
Morgan 
Rossiter (8.02 pm)
Smart 
Wray 


Officers:	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Director of Prosperity (A McCullough), Director of Environment (D Lindsay), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister), Interim Director of Place (B Dorrian), Head of Communications and Marketing (C Jackson), Democratic Services Manager (J Wilson) and Democratic Services Officer (J Glasgow) 

1.	PRAYER

The Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and commenced with the Chief Executive reading the Council prayer. 

2.	APOLOGIES

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Alderman Brooks, Alderman McAlpine, Councillor McKimm and Councillor Cochrane. 

Apologies for lateness were received from Councillors Kerr, Creighton, Irwin, Rossiter, Martin, McCracken and McCollum. 



3.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Alderman McIlveen and Councillor S Irvine declared an interest in Item 16 - Request to use Council Land at Londonderry Park for demonstration field 12th July 2024.   

4.	Mayor’s Business

The Mayor was pleased to welcome Susie McCullough in her new role as Chief Executive.  She remarked that Susie had been a great Director and was confident that she would continue that ethos in her new role and wished her well.  The Mayor thanked the Members who had been involved in recruitment panel, along with the Local Government Staff Commission and the Council’s HR department. 

The Mayor thanked those Members that had attended her Charity Concert the previous Thursday evening which had been a wonderful evening raising money for her charities. 

The Mayor reminded Members that the Sea Bangor events were being held that weekend and if Members could advise Democratic Services if they would be attending the D-Day Commemoration Service on Sunday 2nd June if they had not already done so.  

NOTED. 

5.	Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the Month of May 2024
		(Appendix I)	
	
PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor Engagements for the month of May 2024. 

The Mayor paid tribute to the work of Jim and Roberta Gorr, Poppy Appeal Organisers whom had recently retired for their work and the money raised for poppy appeal. 

Alluding to further highlights in the month, the Mayor referred to the Pipeband Championships which had been a successful day with bands attending from across the UK.  Portaferry RNLI had held a service to mark 200 years of the lifeboat and had since written to the Mayor thanking the Peninsula Councillors for their contribution and in particular Councillor Boyle for his advice and assistance. Another highlight of the month, was that she had visited Ballyboley Farm and been fortunate to witness 3 dexter calves being born. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Cummings, seconded by Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, that the information be noted. 


6.	Minutes of Council meeting dated 24 April 2024 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the minutes be signed as a correct record. 

7.	Minutes of Committees 

7.1	Planning Committee dated 7 May 2024

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman McDowell, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.2	Environment Committee dated 8 May 2024 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted.  

In respect of Item 9 – Northern Ireland Local Authority Municipal Waste Management Statistics, October to December 2023; Alderman Smith welcomed that progress had been made on the statistics. However, wished to raise an issue regarding the HRC’s, which was being encountered when residents had booked a slot however upon arrival had found the HRC temporarily closed due to servicing. He recognised that servicing was an essential service, however that had occurred on a number of occasions and residents were frustrated. Alderman Smith asked if slots could be booked out for servicing to take place. 

The Director of Environment stated that one of the benefits of the booking system was that servicing could be pre-planned, that was occurring and had significantly improved the situation. However, it was impossible to completely guarantee that servicing would not need to occur at short notice. At this time of year, particularly at smaller sites where there was a limited number of skips, green waste may require an unscheduled servicing.  He took the comments on board and the booking system would be maximised to ensure the situation did not occur as much as possible. 

Alderman Adair highlighted an issue with the booking system that there were a small number of addresses of properties in the Ards Peninsula whereby their addresses were not recognised despite being able to use other online outlets. He had previously contacted the department regarding the issue and had been assured that issue would be rectified however the situation was still occurring in particular for one property.   That particular home had been there for some 20 years and could use any other similar booking systems. Although a small number, it was an important number of residents that were being dis-serviced. Also, residents were having to wait a long time to get through on the phone to book a slot with some residents having to wait 20 minutes. Alderman Adair raised another issue whereby a resident had booked two slots via the phone at 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm and when they turned up for their second booking they were turned away as there was no record of the second booking.  Alderman Adair highlighted the need to rectify the issues in a timely manner and ensure the system was fit for purpose. 

The Director of Environment outlined that Officers were aware there was a very small number of addresses that were not recognised on the system. Officers were going through the system to identify properties that were not on the system. He assured Members that when an address had been brought to their attention, they would assure it was put on the booking system as soon as possible. In terms of the telephone calls, the Council had been migrating to a new telephone system and there had been general delays for people getting through on the phone while that occurred. They had not been receiving a significant number of complaints regarding telephone delays, that was not to say it did not occur and the Director encouraged residents to contact the team. The Director assured Alderman Adair that he would follow up in relation to the specific property he mentioned.  

Councillor Boyle congratulated the new Chief Executive on her position and wished her well. He was shocked to read in the local media potential closure of 7 of the 9 HRC’s highlighting that had caused a lot of concern amongst residents. Members had received a level of explanation from the Director and Communications. However, he questioned if a statement had been issued to correct the information. 

(Councillor Kerr entered the meeting – 7.15 pm)

The Director expressed his disappointment with the article highlighting the headline and the content was completely inaccurate and did not reflect the report or the debate that occurred.  Officers had expressed their dissatisfaction to the local press as to how that matter was covered.    The Head of Corporate Communications and Marketing was still in dialogue with the local press in relation to the matter.

Councillor Boyle highlighted the need for the matter to be corrected and felt that should have already occurred with an article in the paper this week. He expressed his disappointment that talks were still ongoing.  

Alderman McDowell advised that he had been contacted by an irate resident, when they had tried to book at slot for an HRC on the system their account had been frozen as the person had used the site too many times and when they had rang the number to try and rectifying the issue there was no answer. Alderman McDowell asked if staff were in place to take calls on a Saturday and did the staff contact the residents when they were approaching their limit using the HRC.  The Director advised that calls were not taken on Saturday. There was a trigger built into the system which was essential, as someone could keep using a residential address bringing waste into the HRC’s not only household waste that could be commercial/trade waste. A frequent usage pattern was one of the biggest indicators that there was a problem.  The trigger figure was 15 visits. In the first four months of the system the average number of visits per household was 1 ½ visits equating to 6 visits per year. Therefore, the trigger figure was not viewed as unreasonable. The Director explained that when a person reached the trigger a polite message appeared on the screen asking them to make contact with Council, a Recycling Officer would have a discussion with that person to discuss their requirements. If the Recycling Officer was satisfied the ability to book could be reactivated. Over the period from 1 January 2024 – 31 March 2024, approximately 42 people had reached the trigger, had made contact and in every one of those instances, after requirements were discussed, the possibility to book online had been reactivated.  The Director explained there would be a significant cost to have Recycling Officers available to answer the phone on a Saturday and he did not feel it was reasonable or justifiable. A cost could be brought to the Committee for provision on a Saturday if Members wished.   

Alderman McDowell felt it would be useful to have an email/text sent to the person as they were approaching the trigger. 

(Alderman Smith withdrew from the meeting – 7.26 pm)

The Director undertook to check with the software provider if such an alert could be provided.  

Councillor Cathcart congratulated the new Chief Executive and wished her well. Referring to the issue raised by Councillor Boyle, he expressed his disappointment with the inaccuracy. He stated that discussion had occurred at the Environment Committee regarding service plans into the future, potential rationalisation of HRC’s and he had raised a concern regarding the word rationalisation which meant items were surplus to requirement, that was not the case and he had suggested the word transformation as an alternative. He clarified that the DUP were happy to look at the transformation of every service and if it led to a better service for the ratepayer then that could be considered. There would be no changes in HRC’s until there was an enhancement to services for the residents of this Borough.  

Councillor Kendall referred to the point raised for larger glass collection vehicles. She referred to narrow streets in Holywood, including Trevor Street, Spencer Street, etc with residents in those streets having reported that their glass collections had been missed. She asked what the long-term plan and solution for those types of streets was. As part of the services, transformation and improvement programme, the Director explained the plan was to expand the offering at the kerbside to include old textiles.   In order to facilitate that, they would be collected on the same day and time as the glass collection and larger vehicles with a separate area for textiles would be in operation.   That was a work in progress and work was occurring on the contingency arrangements for the less accessible narrow streets and roads. 

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter stated that she had previously raised the matter of data protection within the booking system. 

(Councillor Blaney withdrew from the meeting – 7.32 pm)

She had received an enquiry asking if the information used in the booking system was in any way shape or form sold to a third party.   Alderman Armstrong-Cotter sought assurances in that regard. 

The Director confirmed that could not occur under the agreement and standards with the Service provider.  

Alderman Armstrong-Cotter requested the Director to provide that assurance in writing to allow her to respond to the enquiry. Data protection was of upmost importance and there was a need for people to know that the Council had taken all steps to ensure protection of residents’ information. 

Councillor Morgan noted that the Committee had been provided with a lengthy report on the waste statistics and had spent signficant time debating that. She encouraged errors, hiccups and possible improvements to be brought forward. Councillor Morgan felt it was important to note the substantial improvement in the handling of waste, a positive result for all and encouraged for the work to continue.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Morgan, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.3 	Place and Prosperity Committee dated 9 May 2024

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

7.4	Corporate Services Committee dated 14 May 2024 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor McRandal, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

In respect of Item 3 – Sustainable NI – Request for Funding: 

Proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Adair, that Council does not commit to Accelerator Plus membership and instead investigates all possible alternative providers before making a final decision. 

(Alderman Smith re-entered the meeting – 7.36 pm)

Alderman McIlveen referred to the debate that had occurred at the Corporate Services Committee when he had asked if a process had been undertaken to find a provider. Sustainable NI ran conferences, prepared consultation responses and undertook various items required under the Climate Change Act. The Council had used Sustainable NI for several years. The Director had advised that no exercise has had been undertaken to see if there were any organisations that provided a similar function and there was a vague assumption that Sustainable NI was the only organisation of its type. Sustainable NI was a lobby group, pursuing its own political objectives and Alderman McIlveen was concerned that public bodies were funding an organisation that was pursuing alternative objectives. Previous consultation responses completed by Sustainable NI had to be significantly amended by Council as they did not represent the voice of the Council. He would like all of the alternatives explored and a further assessment to be provided. 

(Councillor Blaney re-entered the meeting – 7.37 pm)

Alderman Adair concurred and believed the Council should not be funding a political lobby group. The proposal was sensible to allow Members to make an informed decision going forward.  

Councillor McRandal asked the Director’s view, if there were any other potential service providers, the anticipated timescale for the process and if the alternative proposal would have a detrimental effect. 

The Director of Corporate Services advised that the recommendation within the report was for Members to consider the membership. Whilst no specific research had been undertaken, it was felt that the alternative suppliers would likely be consultancy firms that would charge substantially more, however research could be undertaken if the Council wished. In relation to timelines, the Director stated that the services of Sustainability NI could be used relatively quickly if the membership was approved. In terms of undertaking further research into potential other suppliers, it would likely be the Council meeting in July  before a report could be brought forward. 

(Councillor Kerr withdrew from the meeting – 7.42 pm)

In response to a further question from Councillor McRandal, the Director outlined the potential process and he envisaged that would take a couple of months before a provider was in place.   

(Councillor Kerr re-entered the meeting – 7.43 pm)

Councillor McRandal asked if the delay would adversely affect the Council. The Director was unsure how services were planned to be used. However Sustainable NI membership ran from April and therefore Council would lose out on the first part of the subscription.   

Whilst recognising the points made by Councillor McRandal, Alderman Armstrong-Cotter stated that she had grave concerns that Council policy was not being shaped by impartial information provided by Council and was being shaped by an external body. 

Councillor W Irvine referred to the Council’s internal expertise regarding sustainability. The Director stated that he had previously raised the Council’s resource in relation sustainability and the Council currently had one Sustainability Officer. As part of restructuring, the plan was to increase that however that was a future plan and would cost substantially more that £15k. 

Alderman Graham had reservations regarding the perceived conflict of Sustainable NI and them not being completely impartial. He noted that were many competing interest groups finding the common view was difficult. The cost was an important element ensuring value for money.  He urged caution to ensure the advice received in respect of Climate Change was sound impartial advice and not driven by ideologies.  

Alderman Smith shared Alderman McIlveen’s concerns to some degree, Sustainable NI were lobbyists as well as service providers.   He noted that there had been issues in the past in respect of consultation responses that had been prepared on behalf of Council but had been contrary to the Council’s view.  He asked the Director if the matter was a single tender action. 

The Director confirmed that as correct.  

(Councillor Martin entered the meeting – 7.51 pm)

Alderman Smith referred to the increasing burden of work in relation to the Climate Change Act and that more internal resource or third-party support was required.  Both were costly and the value for money element needed to be considered.  He explained that his main concern was in relation to the practicalities, ensuring speed and the best quality service. He raised a question regarding the process of researching alternative suppliers. The Director advised that Officers initially would look at alternative providers in the same region of cost. He wished to do that before looking at the potential procurement strategy. 

Alderman Smith stated that any response from Sustainable NI required Council approval. He was open minded regarding the proposal and his concern was in relation to the practicalities and if the research could be undertaken during the summer then the impact could be minimal. If Sustainable NI was the best option going forward, processes would need to be put in place to ensure Members were comfortable. 

The Director stated that anything that Sustainable NI contributed to would come to Committee for approval. 

(Councillor McCracken entered the meeting – 7.55 pm)

In principle, Councillor Moore did not have any objection to the alternative proposal to look at other potential suppliers and if Sustainable NI was the outcome, the Council had trusted the process and its robustness. At the core of everything, was to bear in mind what the Council needed. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Adair, that Council does not commit to Accelerator Plus membership and instead investigates all possible alternative providers before making a final decision. 

In respect of Item 12 - Capital Projects – Land Acquisition: Alderman McIlveen wished to raise the item in the exclusion of the public/press. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Moore, seconded by Councillor McRandal , that the minutes (with the exception of Item 12) be approved and adopted. 

7.5 	Community and Wellbeing Committee dated 15 May 2024 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy of the above minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the minutes be approved and adopted. 

In respect of Item 7 - Play Provision in Loughries; Alderman Adair advised that himself and Councillor Thompson had previously brought a Notice of Motion to the Council seeking play provision in Loughries. Referring to a piece of land in the area adjacent to Alexander Park that had been used by children. He had learnt that the lease on that land had been revoked and he questioned when that decision had been taken and when it had come before the Council for consideration. 

The Director of Community and Wellbeing undertook to investigate the matter. 

In respect of Item 18 – Comber Greenway Alternative Route; Councillor Ashe advised that she wished to raise the item in the exclusion of the public/press. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Martin, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the minutes (with the exception of item 18) be approved and adopted. 

Matter Arising from Item 11 of the Community and Wellbeing Committee (File CW74)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing detailing that a report at item 11 of the Community and Wellbeing Committee on 15th May 2024 provided updates to members on a number of capital projects, in response to a motion agreed by Council on 28th February 2024, which read as follows.

“that Council notes the closure of the training area at Portavogie Football Pitch due to health and safety concerns, recognises the negative impact this has on local provision and sports development and tasks Officers to bring forward a report on options to provide temporary training facilities in the village in the short term and repairs to the pitch in the long term. As a matter of urgency Council tasks Officers to bring forward a bimonthly progress report on the development of the Portavogie 3G Pitch, Portaferry Sports Centre and Portaferry 3G Pitch to this committee.”

[bookmark: _Hlk166761463]As a result, the Community and Wellbeing Committee had agreed to recommend to Council the following in relation to future reports. 

That Council task officers to prepare monthly project planning reports incorporating the traffic light system in respect of the Portavogie 3G Pitch, Portaferry 3G Pitch and Portaferry Sports Centre projects to present to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.

Officers had discussed the request to alter the format of the report that was presented to Committee in response to the original motion and would seek the endorsement of the proposer of this before presenting it to a future committee meeting. 

However, with reference to Standing Order 26, no motion to rescind any resolution passed within the preceding 6 months shall be proposed by a member unless notice was given and was signed by at least 15% of members of the Council. Therefore, the proposal to ask in May 2024 for an updated report every month, therefore rescinding the decision to provide one every other month as per the decision in February, if ratified would be in contravention of Standing Order 26. 

In order to move forward, officers were content that a change to the format of a project update report was possible under the wording of the original motion agreed in February, but that could only be provided every other month, unless the original decision was rescinded in accordance with the process set out in Standing Order 26, or a new motion was brought and agreed after 28th August 2024 concerning the frequency of future reports. 

RECOMMENDED that Council, in line with Standing Order 26, amend the recommendation at item 11 of the minutes of the Community and Wellbeing Committee meeting dated 15th May 2024 to retain the previous Council decision of 28th February 2024.

Proposed by Alderman Adair, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.

(Councillors Rossiter and Irwin entered the meeting – 8.02 pm)

Alderman Adair explained that his issue was to ensure that the reports that were brought to Council were of a high standard to ensure a quality provision was provided.  He was happy with the recommendation and he looked forward to the RAG system being the future process before bringing the reports to the Community and Wellbeing Committee to be able to oversee and securitise those. 

Councillor Wray highlighted the need to have transparency in the process and to ensure that that if there any barriers that Members be advised immediately.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Adair, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted. 

8.	Requests for Deputation 

8.1	From Kircubbin & District Community Association – Kircubbin Harbour 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching deputation request form. A deputation request had been received from Kircubbin & District Community Association.  

RECOMMENDED that Council accepts the requires for a deputation from Kircubbin & District Community Association and refers it to the Place and Prosperity Committee. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor Wray, that the recommendation be adopted.  

8.2	From Conlig Community Regeneration Group – War Memorial 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching deputation request form. A deputation request had been received from Conlig Community Regeneration Group. 

RECOMMENDED that Council accepts the request for a deputation from Conlig Community Regeneration Group and refers it to the Corporate Services Committee.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Councillor Kendall, that the recommendation be adopted. 

9.	Resolutions 

9.1 	From Derry City and Strabane District Council – Waiting times for autism assessment 
		(Appendix II)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Copy correspondence from the Mayor of Derry City and Strabane District Council regarding waiting times for autism assessments. 

Proposed by Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the Council supports the resolution.  

Councillor Boyle noted that the issue affected constituents in all Council areas. Autism was a part of society and Council should be doing everything it could to bring a resolution and recognise how important autism was.

Councillor Moore stated that the matter was a hugely important issue for children, young people and adults who were still waiting an assessment. She understood there were finite resources and budgets were a huge constraint across all services. 

(Councillors McCollum and Creighton entered the meeting – 8.07 pm)

She had attended an event along with other Councillors in Ballyhalbert with parents of children and young people who had a range of educational needs. She highlighted the huge knock-on effects on family life, educational attainment, mental health and ability to socialise. 

(Councillor Kendall withdrew from the meeting – 8.08 pm)

Councillor Wray supported the resolution and believed the waiting times to be unacceptable. He believed the resolution sought for a tangible outcome with everyone working collaboratively. 

Alderman McIlveen stated that the resolution was about having the right information to have the right interventions in place to improve the outcomes for children living with autism. It was a key issue that needed to be addressed by the Minister for Education and the Minister for Health. 

(Alderman Smith withdrew from the meeting – 8.10 pm)

Proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Alderman Graham, that the Council supports the resolution and replies to Derry City and Strabane Council advising them that the Council supports the resolution regarding the unacceptable waiting times for autism assessments in Northern Ireland. 

(Councillor Kendall re-entered the meeting – 8.11 pm)

Councillor Boyle was content with the amendment. 

RESOLVED, that the Council supports the resolution. 

10.	Courses, Conferences, Invitations etc 

10.1	80th D-Day Anniversary Wreath Laying Service  

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching email invitation. The report detailed that the RBL Bangor Branch have extended an invitation to Members to a wreath laying service to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings, at the War Memorial Ward Park on the 6th June 2024 at 18.30. Those taking part in the service should meet at the War Memorial Ward Park at 18.15.

Members were asked to contact Democratic Services if they wished to attend.   

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

The Mayor reminded Members to advise Democratic Services if they were attending to allow for their robe to be taken to the event.

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Martin, seconded by Alderman Cummings, that the recommendation be adopted. 

10.2  Somme Commemoration Wreath Laying Service 

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching corresponding invitation. The Royal British Legion (Bangor Co Down Branch) wished to invite the Members from Ards and North Borough Council to the annual wreath laying service to be held at the War Memorial Ward Park Bangor at 2.15pm on Sunday 30th June 2024 to commemorate the Battle of the Somme. 

Members were asked to be in position at the War Memorial by 2pm. 

Members were asked to contact Democratic Services if they wished to attend. 

RECOMMENDED that the Council notes the report. 

The Mayor reiterated that if Members wished to attend this event that they contact Democratic Services for their robe to be taken to the venue. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.  

10.3	Attendance at APSE National Council  

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from Interim Chief Executive detailing that the Association for Public Service Excellence (APSE) was owned by its members and working on their behalf, maintained and developed a network of local government officers, managers and councillors from local authorities across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

Working on a not-for-profit basis, APSE was dedicated to promoting excellence in the delivery of frontline services to local communities around the UK. Through the extensive APSE network, more than 300 local authorities and organisations were able to share information and expertise on vital frontline services, ask for advice and innovative solutions, and develop new, viable ways forward in an effort to help one another.

APSE provided a united national voice for these authorities, supporting them in the development of strong and sustainable public services.

Members of APSE had access to many excellent benefits that help local authorities to grow. Those included regular briefings on the latest policy developments and operational issues, access to groups and forums that allow authorities to come together to share information and collaborate, and the ability to anonymously ask for, and give advice on a range of service issues. 

One of the most important benefits APSE membership offers was the opportunity for local authority service providers to have their views voiced and represented at a national level. APSE carefully developed this voice by collaborating with members, and supports it using research, extensive campaigns and consistent media activities.
APSE conducts research, publishes reports, and campaigns to create a positive role for local government, helping them to deliver high quality, effective and efficient public services. APSE's targeted training programme, regular briefings and inclusive events strive to keep council officers and elected members updated on the latest public service issues. There was also APSE Solutions, an in-house team that works closely with individual authorities, offering high quality consultancy and interim management support for members and other relevant organisations. APSE had also developed the innovative Performance Networks Service, which was the largest national voluntary local government benchmarking service.

APSE National Council Workshop 13-14 June 2024
Alderman McDowell was one of the Council’s representatives on APSE and Vice Chair of the Northern Ireland Region. Alderman McDowell was nominated by the NI region of APSE to be the National Chair of a Strategic Forum Group at the last AGM and was a member of the National Council of APSE. The National Council was the Management Body for all of APSE UK. The National Council met quarterly, rotating the location of the meeting across the country to London, York, Bristol and Belfast.

The next meeting was in York on the 13 and 14 June 2024, and Alderman McDowell was requesting permission to attend this meeting, and the other meetings of the National Council throughout the year. The flight and train costs to York were approximately £100, and APSE would be paying for the hotel accommodation.  Those costs could be covered within existing budgets.  

RECOMMENDED that Council approve attendance by Alderman McDowell to the four APSE National Council meetings as outlined within the report.  

Proposed by Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Councillor McRandal highlighted the benefits of APSE and made particular mention of the Absence and Illness report that APSE had brought forward. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor Boyle, that the recommendation be adopted.  

11.	The Battle of the Somme Pilgrimage 2024 (CX181)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive detailing that the Council had participated annually in the commemorative events and wreath laying at the Thiepval Monument, Ulster Memorial Tower and the Memorial at Guillemont, to mark the anniversary of the Battle of the Somme on 1 July. 

At the Council meeting on 27 March 2024, Council agreed the attendance of the Mayor, Councillor Hollywood and an Officer at the commemoration events this year, departing on 29 June and returning on 3 July 2024.  

The trip required significant travel each day between numerous sites, the majority of which require a guide to share their historical significance.  This role had been the responsibility of the former Chief Executive who had knowledge of the history and was familiar with the itinerary, having acted as both the guide and driver on previous trips.  

Hiring a local guide as other councils had done would be a substantial additional cost to Council.  However, the former Chief Executive had offered to accompany the group to share his knowledge so that could be utilised by the accompanying Officer on future trips.  It was understood that this approach was previously adopted by Council and proved successful in knowledge sharing. 

There would be no charge for the former Chief Executive’s time, Council would only be required to cover flights, accommodation and subsistence. That would allow knowledge transfer for future visits and therefore would be a saving to Council in both the short and long term.   

Option 1:

Approximate cost to bring a guide from NI, including flights, accommodation and subsistence (at the time of writing this report):

Total cost to Council = circa £1,100

Option 2: 

Approximate cost to hire a guide in France to stay with the party for the duration, including accommodation and subsistence (at the time of writing this report): 

Total cost to Council = circa £3,800

RECOMMENDED that Council approve Option 1, and that the former Chief Executive accompanies the Interim Chief Executive, the Mayor and Councillor Hollywood on this trip.  

Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Alderman Cummings, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Having previously attended the commemoration event, Councillor Thompson advised that the previous Chief Executive had provided a knowledgeable tour around the sites and was pleased to read that he would be attending to pass on that knowledge. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Alderman Cummings, that the recommendation be adopted. 

12.  	Item withdrawn  

13.	The Local Government (Remote Meetings) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024 final draft 
		(Appendix III)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching letter received from Department for Communities with the final draft of The Local Government (Remote Meetings) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2024. 

Council Chief Executive were asked to examine the draft regulations and respond by 17 May 2024 with any comments. On examination, it was deemed that it was not necessary to make any comments. 

RECOMMENDED that Council notes this report and the attached final draft regulations. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor W Irvine, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.  

14.	Local Government Commissioner for Standards Annual Report 2022-23 
		(Appendix IV)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Chief Executive attaching letter received from the Local Government Commissioner for Standards and Commissioner for Standards Annual.  The Commissioner requested that this brought to the attention of Members. 

RECOMMENDED that Council notes this report and the appendices. 

(Councillor Harbinson withdrew from the meeting – 8.17 pm)

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Boyle, seconded by Councillor Martin, that the recommendation be adopted.  

15.    Proposed Dilapidation Bill 
	(Appendices V - VII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Community and Wellbeing attaching report to Committee 2016, DEARA Synopsis of 2016 Consultation and letter from DEARA to SOLACE (May 2024). The report detailed that in 2016, the Department In 2016, the Department of the Environment as part of its review into legislation that was to be adopted by the new Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, made a proposal concerning the consolidation and enhancement of legislation that dealt with dilapidated or dangerous buildings and neglected sites. It issued a policy consultation, which if adopted intended to introduce a new legislative regime that would increase powers and provide consistency across all Council areas in dealing with the problem.

This area of work was currently carried out by Building Control (Dangerous Structures), Neighbourhood and Environment (including minor elements of fly tipping) and Environmental Health (Ruinous and Dilapidated buildings that are seriously detrimental to amenity).  

One of the reasons the Department stated for considering this area of responsibility, was the narrow scope of the existing provisions which allowed Councils to act on serious or high-risk situations only.  

Council welcomed the proposal at the time and responded to the consultation as indicated in Appendix 1. Three particular points from that were worth highlighting as follows.

1. Council, Environmental Health NI, and the Building Control officers group, BCNI, requested engagement with the Department so that operational matters and guidance could be considered. 

2.  One of the many functions of the Councils Neighbourhood and Environment Team involves dealing with sites that have been blighted with minor instances of fly tipping. More significant fly tipping and Illegal waste disposal was the responsibility of DEARA, and this must remain the case in any new regime.

3. Council raised the matter of resourcing and central government financial support for transferring and enhancing the existing functions. 

The Department published the outcome of the consultation exercise in 2016, and this was attached at Appendix 2.  To date there has been no further engagement and Council Officers are yet to see a draft of any proposed Bill, however officers remain in supportive of the need for it.

As highlighted at the time, without central government funding to accompany the new legislation it was unlikely any new Bill would result in increased enforcement activities and would only serve to place increased pressures upon already limited Council resources. Conditions for central government funding may be more challenging now that in 2016, but without dedicated budget and resource, new powers will not make the impact that the proposed initiative was intended to deliver.

In a letter dated 9th May 2024, SOLACE was asked by DEARA if Councils remained supportive of the introduction of a Dilapidation Bill to the assembly. (Appendix 3).  The letter stated that the bill if made into legislation would not impose any new statutory duties on Councils but give them greater discretionary powers.  The execution of such powers however if required in order to remedy an issue as expected by communities would clearly still need to be adequately resourced.

RECOMMENDED that Council notes this report and through SOLACE the Department is informed of the Councils position as outlined above. 

Proposed by Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor Creighton, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Councillor McRandal believed that the Minister was keen to progress the legislation as part of the 2024 legislative programme and asked that the Minister to consider the financial challenges at the appropriate time. 

Referring to the background of the issue, Alderman McIlveen paid tribute to Minister Atwood for the work that he had undertaken. The piece of legislation had been drafted and had been sitting for some time so he was pleased to see it being progressed. 

(Councillor Harbinson re-entered the meeting – 8.19 pm)

Alderman McIlveen had a concern in circumstances where a limited company had been struck off and the assets became ownerless and the circumstances that applied. That was an issue that he would like to bear in mind.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor McRandal, seconded by Councillor Creighton, that the recommendation be adopted.  

Having previously declared an interest in the item, Councillor S Irvine withdrew from the meeting. Alderman McIlveen declared an interest at this stage and withdrew from the meeting.  

16.	Request to use Council Land at Londonderry Park for demonstration field 12th July 2024 
		(Appendix VIII)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Corporate Services attaching map. The report detailed the Council had received a request from the Newtownards District Orange Lodge No.4 (the ‘LOL No.4’) to use Council Land at Londonderry Park (the ‘Park’) on 12th July 2024 as a demonstration field.  The LOL No. 4 had requested to use the Park to host around 2,500 – 5,000 to parade with 20,000+ spectators between the hours of 6:00 am and 6:00 pm on the 12th July 2024.  The event would allow the participating orange lodges to enter at the entrance close to the play park on the Portaferry Road and then march through the park to the green area on the opposite side of Londonderry Park, where the staging would be located.
 
The LOL No.4 had proposed setting up a temporary lorry/platform to be parked at the football pitches.  There were also several infrastructure elements as part of the event which included inflatables, a quarter pipe cycling structure, food vendors, stalls selling products, live and recorded music being played via a PA system, diesel generators and portaloos for the attendees.

The Park would remain open to the public and the event was open to those who wish to attend.
 
Council officers contacted the Londonderry Estate, which had the Freehold interest in the Park, for permission in the first instance, as the Park was held under a long lease by Council, and contained a number of restrictive covenants and terms. The Londonderry Estate had given their approval, and the request was now being processed in line with the Council’s Land and Property policy, which could be found at Council Land and Property - Ards and North Down Borough Council  
 
Council officers were consulted and advised that pitches 4 and 7 would be in the middle of their summer renovation/rest period.  So consideration would need to be given as to the suitability of these areas for large volumes of footfall and / or any vehicles, as the cricket square had previously sustained damage at larger events and would therefore need to be cordoned off from use/access.  As a result of those comments, a site visit was arranged on 20th May 2024 for the requestor and relevant officers to agree the site layout.  A further site visit has been arranged for 24th June 2024 to assess the ground condition and finalise the arrangements.  

In accordance with Council policy the use would be subject to the following terms and conditions.

The Applicant must:

i. Ensure that the use of Council land or property is limited to a demonstration field on 12th July 2024 from 6am to 6pm.  
ii. Pay a bond of £1000, with all monies to be paid at least 14 days in advance of the event.
iii. Provide a risk assessment and event management plan at least 14 days in advance of an event. 
iv. Provide a list of all traders attending the event and paying the appropriate fee in line with the prevailing Council rate - £10 per trader.  
v. Provide a risk assessment for the inflatables including its power supply.
vi. Ensure any inflatables are securely fixed to the ground (the determination of how many weights and the minimum weight per inflatable should be as per manufacturer’s instructions for use) and use a vane anemometer to ascertain wind speeds.
vii. Display public notices for at least 14 days before an event to notify the public that said event is due to take place in the area.  Signage to be agreed in advance with the appropriate Council Officer. 
viii. Public notices must be removed after the event within seven days.
ix. Provide evidence of relevant insurances at least 14 days in advance and fully indemnify Council against all risks, including injury to persons and/or damage to land or property, associated with the use of the land or property.
x. Employ enough stewards to efficiently and effectively protect the premises as well as to attend to the control of entrances and side gates/doors with a view to ensuring the comfort and safety of the public/audience/spectators etc. and /or to prevent any anti-social/ rowdy or obnoxious behaviour.
xi. Provide appropriate welfare facilities at own cost. 
xii. Put in place protective measures for areas where important natural heritage is present. 
xiii. Make good any damage caused during the use and pay to the Council the cost of any repair work the Council is required to undertake or items the Council considers necessary to replace as a result of the usage.
xiv. Arrange for the prompt removal of any items used in connection with the usage e.g., staging or fencing (timescale for removal to be agreed with Council Officers). 
xv. Arrange for the collection and subsequent removal of all litter and other debris from the main event and adjacent areas during the event, as well as once the event has concluded. However, should the Council have to do any additional cleaning the costs will be recovered from the applicant. 
xvi. Put in place measures to ensure that all litter generated during the event by the organisers, their contractors or by attendees is recycled to the full extent possible. Applicants should consider how to minimise any waste produced and ways in which they can make the event more sustainable.
xvii. Agree to provide maps or any other document deemed appropriate by Council Officers.
xviii. Put in place plans to limit any negative impact on the public using the land at the same time as the event. Any plans to fence off or exclude the public from any areas should be agreed in advance with Council Officers. 
xix. Accesses to adjacent properties or businesses must be maintained during the event.
xx. Ensure that where appropriate, the car parking facility at the location remains available for use by the general public and that contractors/attendees do not park on grass areas. 
xxi. Where electric supplies are being used this must be agreed in advance with Council Officers. Additional costs may apply depending on the services required.
xxii. No petrol generators are to be used. Where other generators are being used, ensure appropriate spill provision is in place.
xxiii. No chemicals, oils or other substances should be poured down drains and where cooking oil is being used, appropriate spill provision should be in place.
xxiv. Ensure any statutory or regulatory permissions, licences or permits are sought and obtained in advance or usage. 
xxv. Comply with any other relevant legislative provision including byelaws and have due regard to the Disability Discrimination Order.
xxvi. Comply with the Council’s Safeguarding Policy where children, young people or adults who may be vulnerable will be in attendance.
xxvii. Where animals will be used as a part of any event, the Council’s officers must be notified so that checks to ensure that welfare arrangements are in place can be undertaken, and the Animal Welfare policy must be adhered to.
xxviii. Ensure that only the designated area, or areas specified by Council Officers are used for the event and for the purpose agreed. 
xxix. Provide the Council with a list of any suppliers/food providers for the event at least six weeks in advance of the event taking place.

The Council:

i. Shall not be responsible for any loss, damage or injury to any property or person(s), including the applicant’s entities suffered by reason of act, neglect or default of the Council, its agents, servants, or workmen.
ii. Accepts no responsibility as regards loss or damage to property belonging to persons using the premises.
iii. Does not guarantee the suitability of the premises being used for any purpose whatsoever and the applicant shall in all events be deemed to have satisfied themselves as to the suitability and safe condition of the premises as no liability shall attach to the Council in respect of same.
iv. [if an open space such as a park] Cannot guarantee exclusive use of the land and is not responsible for the actions of any other users of the space. 
v. Shall always have the right to have a duly authorised Officer of the Council present and have access to all parts of the premises for the purposes of inspection.
vi. May require a pre-event and post event inspection to be carried out in conjunction with a Council Officer.
vii. Reserves the right to cancel the booking at any time if the applicant does not comply with the Terms and Conditions.
viii. May withdraw or change permission to use Council land or property at short notice due to exceptional or unforeseen circumstances.  

RECOMMENDED that Council accedes to the request from Newtownards District Orange Lodge No. 4 to use Council Land at Londonderry Park on 12th July 2024 as a demonstration field, subject to the terms and conditions outlined above.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Kerr, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the recommendation be adopted.

17. 	Sealing Documents

RESOLVED: - On the proposal of Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, seconded by Alderman Adair, that the Seal of the Council be affixed to the following documents:-

Lease of premises at Dakota Avenue, Newtownards to Little Doves
Deed of Surrender – Mortgage of Greyabbey Village Hall
Car Parking Contract - Service Agreement between Council and Marston (Holdings) Limited
Acquisition of land at Balloo Wetlands from Radius Housing (revised)
Public Path (Killinchy Road, Comber) Extinguishment Order
Burial Papers - D40461 – D40495. 

18.	Transfer of Rights of Burial

Brown - Movilla cemetery 
Section 14 grave 156 

Gray - Comber cemetery 
Section 21 grave 374 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman Graham, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the transfers be approved. 

19.	Notice of Motion Status Report 
		(Appendix IX)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Interim Chief Executive attaching Notice of Motion Status Report. 

[bookmark: _Hlk77936474]RECOMMENDED that Council notes the report. 

Proposed by Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor W Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted. 

In respect of NOM 564 – Bloomfield Playing Fields; Councillor W Irvine noted that there had been delay with the Education Authority and he sought an update regarding the motion.  The Director of Community and Wellbeing advised that the Chief Executive and himself had a meeting with the Department of Education regarding another matter that morning.  From that meeting he had been able to seek a point of contact, it was hoping a lease arrangement could be arranged and he would come back to the Committee when more information was available. 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor W Irvine, that the recommendation be adopted.

20.	Notices of Motion 

20.1	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Cochrane and Councillor Thompson 

That this Council notes with concern the temporary closure of Groomsport Tennis Courts due to issues around the safety of the playing surface.

Further to this Council tasks officers to bring back a report on Tennis Court maintenance throughout the Borough and will commit to ensuring all our Tennis Court facilities are properly maintained and are fully accessible to all. Council will also promote the use of Tennis facilities in the Borough as we approach the spring/summer season.  

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Edmund, that the Notice of Motion be referred to referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.  

20.2	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Ashe and Councillor Morgan 

'That this council recognises the importance of ensuring that our parks and open spaces are inclusive and accessible to those with speech, language, and communication needs and that it recognises the positive role of communication boards in achieving this. That it commits to working with relevant organisations to bring back a report regarding communication boards considering, but not limited to, the following points:
· How communication boards would integrate with the required existing signage;
· Identifying possible locations for the communication boards, such as a specific Tier of park; and
· An indicative budget.'

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Ashe, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Community and Wellbeing Committee.  


20.3	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors Cathcart, Councillor W Irvine, Councillor Blaney, Councillor McCracken and Councillor Harbinson

That this Council recognises the need of Bangor Central Integrated Primary School to secure a new school build and expresses its shock and disappointment at the withdrawal of previously ring-fenced funding for it to proceed towards construction. This Council therefore resolves to write to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland to reinstate the funding and honour its commitments to shared and integrated new build education projects in the Fresh Start Agreement. Furthermore, whilst welcoming the decision of the Education Minister to move the Fresh Start projects into the Department’s Major Capital Works Programme, the Council writes to the Education Minister, that given Bangor Central Integrated Primary School’s considerable need and the fact that it has secured planning permission, that the scheme proceeds to construction as soon as possible.

The Mayor had intended to hear the motion however circumstances had changed. 

Councillor Cathcart advised that a decision had been made and was delighted that the Minister for Education would proceed with the funding for the new build for Bangor Central Integrated Primary School along with Crawfordsburn Primary School. He paid tribute to the pupils, Governors and the staff for their campaign. 

Councillor Cathcart withdrew the Notice of Motion. 

WITHDRAWN. 

20.4	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gilmour and Councillor Martin

“8th May 2025 will be 80 years since VE Day- the official end of the Second World War in Europe. This council recognises the significance of this occasion and tasks officers to bring forward a report outlining potential ways this historic anniversary can be commemorated.  Including any national plans for beacon lighting and with the council working with local people and local community groups to look at holding fitting events to mark this occasion so that a budget can be included in the next rate setting process.”

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Martin, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Place and Prosperity Committee.  

(Alderman Smith re-entered the meeting – 8.27 pm)

20.5 	Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Kendall, Councillor McRandal and Alderman Graham 

“This Council notes that, subsequent to submission of a Notice of Motion in 2017, Council agreed to provide funding to assist in the building of a new war memorial in Conlig village; and to liaise with, and assist, the Conlig War Memorial Project Group in their efforts to build a monument to the seventeen men who are known to have lost their lives in World War I.

This Council also notes that a proposal and draft design is to be submitted by The Conlig War Memorial Group, and that the group have raised funds via donations and fundraising events, to the value of £8,000 towards this project.

This Council therefore reiterates its commitment to financial and practical support for the Conlig war memorial project, tasking Officers to bring back a report exploring costs of planning permission, site ownership transfer, and any associated legal fees, that will be required to enable the memorial to be completed and installed.

Furthermore, Council agrees to add the Conlig Memorial to the existing list of war memorials across the Borough that are maintained by Ards and North Down Borough Council.”

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Councillor Kendall, seconded by Councillor McRandal, that the Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Committee. 

Circulated for Information 

(a)	Copy correspondence from DoJ - Vehicle recovery storage and disposal statutory charges review

(b)	Department of Justice Launch of Calls for Evidence - Foundational Review of Civil Legal Services 

RESOLVED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Morgan, that the information be noted.  

Exclusion of public/press 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman Armstrong-Cotter, seconded by Councillor Kerr, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 

7.4	Minutes of the Corporate Services Committee continued….

***IN COMMITTEE***

In respect of Item 12 - Capital Projects – Land Acquisition

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6 – 4. EXEMPTION: CONSULTATIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS

The Council was asked to consider the options to acquire land for the Greenways project.



7.5	Minutes of the Community and Wellbeing Committee continued…

***IN COMMITTEE***

In respect of Item 18 - Comber Greenway Alternative Route:

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 3 – EXEMPTION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS IF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON.

A report was presented to Community and Wellbeing providing an update on two new routes for an extension to the Comber Greenway.

The report recommended that Council agree to one of the routes and proceed with next steps.

21.	Open House to use Council land at the Seafront Bangor - Seaside Revival Festival 
	(Appendix X)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to grant permission to Open House for the use of land at Bangor Seafront.  It was recommended that the Council acceded to the request.   

The recommendation was agreed. 

22. 	Lease of Greyabbey old Cemetery car park  
	(Appendices XI - XII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Report for noting only and provided an update to members with regards to the Lease to Council of Greyabbey old Cemetery Carpark.    

23. 	War Years Remembered 
	(Appendices XIII - XVII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

A report was presented to Council to update on progress and funding.

The report recommended that Council notes the advice and attachments contained in the report and agrees to the award funding as requested, subject to the conditions set out in the attached agreement.

The recommendation was adopted subject to the establishment of an officer-led oversight committee to ensure the conditions attached to this funding are satisfactorily addressed.

24.      Bangor Waterfront: Ballyholme Yacht Club and 
 	  Council’s Legal Agreement (RDP22/56) 
	  (Appendices XVIII - XX)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION - SCHEDULE 6:4 – CONSULTATIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS

The report recommends Council progress with the Legal Agreement and addendum to the BYC lease in line with the OBC and Contract for Funding for the BRCD Bangor Waterfront Project.  

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

In relation to the items detailed as in confidence, the Mayor reminded Members that the information contained without those reports should not be shared.   

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Ashe, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting. 

TERMINATION OF MEETING

The meeting terminated at 9.50 pm. 
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