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ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL

A hybrid meeting (in person and via zoom) of the Corporate Services Committee was held in the Council Chamber, Church Street, Newtownards on Tuesday 14 January 2025 at 7.00 pm. 

PRESENT: 

In the Chair: 	Councillor Irwin 

Aldermen:	Brooks (zoom)	McIlveen
			Graham (7.05 pm)	McRandal 
			McAlpine (zoom)	Smith
							
Councillors:	Chambers (zoom)	Irvine, S
			Cochrane 		Irvine, W
			Kennedy		McCracken 
			Gilmour		Moore
			S Irvine		Thompson		
			
Officers: 	Chief Executive (S McCullough), Director of Corporate Services (M Steele), Director of Prosperity (A McCullough), Director of Place (B Dorrian), Director of Community and Wellbeing (G Bannister – via zoom), Director of Environment (D Lindsay – via zoom), Head of Finance (S Grieve) and Democratic Services Officer (J Glasgow) 

1.	 APOLOGIES

Due to technical difficulties, the Chair announced that there would be no live feed.
The recording would be made available on the website as per normal practice. 

No apologies were received. 

2.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Alderman McAlpine declared an interest in Item 9 – Request for a lease – Northfield Cricket Pitch and Pavilion. 

3.	DATA STRATEGY 

The Chair advised the item had been withdrawn. 

4.	ITEM WITHDRAWN 

5.	RESPONSES TO NOTICE OF MOTION

(a)	Deep concern at the poor state of the roads across ANDBC 
		(Appendix I)

PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED:- Report from the Director of Corporate Services attaching letter from DfI. The report detailed that a notice of motion was discussed at the Corporate Services Committee in November 2024.  It was unanimously agreed to write for the fourth time to the Minister at the Department of Infrastructure thanking him for his response to a previous letter of 25 October 2024 and to ask him again for non-commercially sensitive information to allow Council to benchmark against the comparator Councils previously indicated. 

The information requested would include the spend on road repairs by Council area by year over the past 5 years and the road length within the area.  A letter was sent from the Chief Executive on 6 December and a reply was received on 18 December 2024 and was attached to the report.

RECOMMENDED that Council notes this reply.

Proposed by Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted. 

Alderman Smith noted that the letter was the fourth piece of correspondence, and he did not feel anything could be achieved by having a fifth.  Despite the information received, it was clear that the divide of the funding was unfair.  

(Alderman Graham entered the meeting – 7.05 pm)

He remarked that there had been data released recently on the number of potholes reported over this year and last year.  Ards and North Down had seen an increase in 22% of potholes reported from 5,700 to over 7,000. Looking at the other Council’s the majority of reports had fallen. It was acknowledged by the Minister that some areas had more kilometre of roads but that did not account of the higher grade of roads in the Borough, the network was busier and the wear and tear of the roads.  Alderman Smith was unsure what more could be done, the Council had made the point, the Minister was not listening however the facts backed up the Council’s case. 

Alderman McIlveen was not surprised by the correspondence, the information was not new and the Council had been collectively pushing the matter for a number of years.  Alderman McIlveen paid tribute to the work of the Section Engineer who was pushing hard for the area and although the investment was limited, the Section Engineer was targeting that in the best way possible. The figure was not available for this financial year as yet though he believed that the level of investment in the Borough was significantly higher.  Although the Council would not be replying to this correspondence, the Council would continue to raise the matter.   

Alderman Brooks advised that after a long time campaigning, DfI Roads had announced that William Street, Donaghadee would be resurfaced.  

AGREED TO RECOMMEND, on the proposal of Alderman Smith, seconded by Alderman McIlveen, that the recommendation be adopted.  

6.	ANY OTHER NOTIFIED BUSINESS

There were no items of any other notified business. 

EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC/PRESS 

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the public/press be excluded during the discussion of the undernoted items of confidential business. 

7.	CORPORATE BANKING TENDER (FIN35)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

Council was asked to Council was asked to approve the selection of Corporate Banker as detailed for the period from 1 April 2025 for an initial period of 3 years subject to performance.

8.	PERFECTION OF TITLE - LAND AT VICTORIA ROAD, NEWTOWNARDS 
	(Appendices II, III)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)

The Council was asked to agree to the rectification of title in relation to land at Victoria Road, Newtownards.  It was recommended that the Council accedes to the request.

9.	REQUEST FOR A LEASE - NORTHFIELD CRICKET PITCH AND PAVILION 
	(Appendices IV, V)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6:3 – INFORMATION RELATING TO THE FINANCIAL OR BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF ANY PARTICULAR PERSON (INCLUDING THE COUNCIL HOLDING THAT INFORMATION)
The Council was asked to approve a request for a lease of Northfield Cricket Pitch.   It was recommended that the Council accedes to the request.

10.	ESTIMATES UPDATE 4 2025/26 
	(Appendices VI - VII)

***IN CONFIDENCE***

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE 6:4 CONSULTATIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS. 

Council was asked to consider an update from officers on the major areas of expenditure for the estimates process. Along with the preparation of supporting reports Prudential Capital Financing and Review the Reserves Policy in consideration of the budget for the 2025/26 financial year. 

RE-ADMITTANCE OF PUBLIC/PRESS

AGREED, on the proposal of Alderman McIlveen, seconded by Councillor Gilmour, that the public/press be re-admitted to the meeting.  

TERMINATION OF MEETING 

The meeting terminated at 8.18 pm. 
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