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INTRODUCTION

Purpose of this document

This technical supplement note is one of a number of documents detailing the
evidence base used to inform the preparation of the Ards and North Down
Local Development Plan (LDP) draft Plan Strategy (DPS) 2032. The suite of
documents should be read alongside the policies contained within the DPS.
This Technical Supplement Note deals specifically with the transitional period
which will operate until such times as a LDP for the whole of the Council area
has been adopted.

Transitional Arrangements

The need for transitional arrangements is set out in the Strategic Planning
Policy Statement (SPPS) and the Planning (Local Development Plan)
Regulations (NI) 2015 and reflects the unique circumstances created by the
transfer of planning functions to local government and the introduction of the
new local development plan process. The approach allows for continuity in
planning policy for taking planning decisions until the new Local Development
Plan has been adopted. The transitionary arrangements at Plan Strategy
stage allow land zonings and designations to be carried forward until the final
part of the LDP — the Local Policies Plan (LPP) is adopted, and this will
contain new designations and zonings alongside a review of any existing.

The two legacy plans that are relevant to the Borough are the Ards and Down
Area Plan 2015 and the draft Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015. It should
be noted that BMAP was adopted in September 2014 but was subsequently
quashed as a result of a judgment in the Court of Appeal delivered on 18 May
2017. As a consequence of this, the North Down and Ards Area Plan 1984-
1995, the Belfast Urban Area Plan 2001, and Bangor Town Centre Plan 1995
are now the statutory Development Plans for the North Down area with draft
BMAP remaining a material consideration. However, the NDAAP was
published in 1989, 36 years ago, and the Borough has undergone rapid
expansion during this period. This development plan is dated and silent on
many of the planning issues that are now relevant to decision making and
there are fewer designations to protect the natural and historic environment.
Therefore, draft BMAP, in its most recent, post-examination form is the most
up to date Plan document relating to the legacy North Down area.

The Ards and Down Area Plan (ADAP) 2015 applies to the southern sections
of the Borough including the Ards Peninsula and the area to the west of
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Strangford Lough. This Plan was adopted in 2009, in the relatively recent
past. Therefore, the existing designations contained in ADAP insofar as they
apply to the southern portion of the Borough, will continue to form the basis of
decision making until adoption of the LPP.

In addition to the carried forward designations and zonings, the draft Plan
Strategy proposes two new designations:

¢ Nendrum Area of Significant Archaeological Interest; and

¢ Ards and North Down Undeveloped Coastal Zone.

The existing suite of Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) will no longer apply
within the Council area once the Council adopts the LDP Plan Strategy. A
transitional period will operate until such time as our Plan Strategy is adopted.
The remaining provisions of ‘A Planning Strategy for Rural Northern Ireland’
(APSRNI) will also no longer apply upon adoption of the Plan Strategy and,
until adoption, a transitional period will operate as in the case of the PPSs.
Any relevant supplementary and best practice guidance which reflect the
Council’s policies will continue to apply during this time.

In respect of planning guidance, the following is regional in focus and will be

retained to be read alongside the LDP unless and until replaced by the

Department for Infrastructure:

e DCAN 10: Revised Environmental Impact Assessment;

e DCAN 12: Planning Control for Hazardous Substances;

e DCAN 14: Siting and Design of Radio Telecommunications Equipment;

e DCAN 15: Vehicular Access Standards;

e Best Practice Guidance to PPS 23 'Assessing Enabling Development for
the Conservation of Significant Places';

e Building on Tradition — A Sustainable Design Guide for the Northern
Ireland Countryside;

e Creating Places: Achieving Quality Residential Environments;

e Living Places: An Urban Stewardship and Design Guide for Northern
Ireland;

e Parking Standards;

e Transport Assessment;

e Best Practice Guidance to PPS 18 ‘Renewable Energy’;

e Wind Energy Development in Northern Ireland Landscapes; and

e Supplementary Planning Guidance to Policy PED 8 ‘Development
Incompatible with Economic Development Uses’.

e Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance to PPS 18 'Renewable
Energy'

e Anaerobic Digestion
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