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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Open Space and Outdoor Recreation Strategy  

Ards and North Down Borough Council (ANDBC) appointed Ironside Farrar to assist the Council with 

the preparation of an Open Space and Outdoor Recreation Strategy for the Council area. An Open 

Space Strategy sets out the Local Authority’s approach to the protection, enhancement and 

management of open space assets. Understanding the role and function of Ards and North Down’s 

open spaces will enable the Strategy to make the most of these assets as well as providing better 

access and connections to them. 

 

The Strategy provides an understanding of the supply and demand for open spaces and the different 

needs they serve, to identify deficiencies, to secure new provision, and to improve quality through 

better accessibility and management and provide the necessary infrastructure to facilitate outdoor 

recreation. The Audit provides the appropriate evidence base for the Local Development Plan (LDP) 

through an accessibility / qualitative / quantitative assessment of open space. The outputs will inform 

the Open Space Technical Supplement for the LDP and provide recommendations set out in an Action 

Plan to deliver the objectives of the Open Space Strategy.  

 

ANDBC recognises that good quality and easily accessible Open Space can contribute to a better 

quality of life. The Council owns and maintains a large variety of Open Space including parks, sport 

and outdoor recreational areas, including beaches throughout the Council area. There are also 

privately owned areas of open space including private playing fields in sports clubs and the education 

sector and grassland areas, glens, parks, walkways and amenity green space located within areas of 

housing. The natural resources of the area, such as Strangford Lough, also provide a wealth of 

opportunities for active outdoor pursuits such as sailing, angling, and walking. 

 

The audit focusses on ANDBC owned and managed open space but takes cognisance of privately 

owned open space. 

 

 

1.2 Open Space Audit 

The purpose of an Open Space Audit is to assess and analyse open space provision across a Local 

Authority area to establish the quality, quantity and accessibility of open space assets. The Audit 

provides the baseline and analysis on which the Open Space Strategy is built.  
 

Best practice UK guidance recommends that a strategy should comprise four elements: 

• a strategic framework and vision for open space; 

• an audit of existing open space provision; 

• an assessment of current and future requirements; and 

• a strategy statement with a clear set of priorities and actions. 
 

It is recognised that a shared, strategic approach to open space maximises its potential to contribute 

to a more inclusive and sustainable future.   
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1.3 The Benefits of Open Space and Outdoor Recreation 

The range of benefits associated with open space are dependent upon the way the resource is 

planned, designed and managed to secure spaces that are ‘fit for purpose’ and address the needs of 

communities and stakeholders. Open spaces contribute to a range of national and local commitments 

and policies, such as sustainable development, climate change adaptation, carbon management, 

outdoor learning, healthy living, sustainable transport, biodiversity and social equity policies.  

 

Outdoor recreation for relaxation and enjoyment 

brings a range of significant benefits to society, 

communities and to individuals and also for the 

protection of the environment. These benefits 

include:  

• Health and wellbeing, social inclusion and 

cohesion, as well as enjoyment for everyone 

• Economic equality, benefit and sustainability 

• Education about the environment, self and 

others 

• Connection with and protection of the 

environment and heritage 

 

Outdoor recreation therefore has a very broad 

range of benefits and spans many social, 

economic and environmental fields, as the 

Diagram opposite highlights1. 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has placed a renewed emphasis on the importance of good quality and 

easily accessible open space – particularly for physical exercise and health, mental health and 

wellbeing, social and recreational purposes (including meeting others due to restrictions on meeting 

indoors), improved air quality, active travel and green infrastructure. Moreover, open space and the 

public realm has in many instances been reimagined to facilitate social distancing to allow businesses 

to operate and people to feel safe whilst socialising and shopping. 

 

Research carried out in May 2020 by Outdoor Recreation NI found that more people are getting 

outdoors and feeling the mental and physical benefits in Northern Ireland2 as a result of the restrictions 

on movement during the lockdowns.  

 

- 63% reported going outdoors for exercise every day during lockdown, a much higher proportion 

than the 28% reported in the annual household survey (CHS 2017/18) 

- 89% of respondents felt calm, relaxed, refreshed and revitalised and 84% felt physically fitter and 

healthier. 

- 44% reported having to walk on roads and roadside pavements due to a lack of off-road trails. 

- 51% of respondents expect to spend more of their free time outdoors than they did pre-lockdown 

 

 

 
1 The Outdoor Recreation Action Plan for Northern Ireland, Sport NI 
2 Engaging with the Outdoors during COVID-19 Lockdown in Northern Ireland, Outdoor Recreation NI 
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1.4 Study Area 

Ards and North Down Borough Council is in the east of Northern Ireland, covering the Ards Peninsula, 

most of Strangford Lough and the southern shore of Belfast Lough. It comprises an area of 228 square 

miles, which combines attractive coastline with many pleasant open spaces. The Borough had a 

population of 160,900 in 2018 (source: NISRA 2018 Mid Year Population Estimates).  

 

 

Figure 1: Ards and North Down  

This is based up on Crown 
Copyright and is reproduced with 
the permission of Land & Property 
Services under delegated 
authority from the Controller of 
Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
©Crown copyright and database 
right 2022 CS&LA156 
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2.0 OPEN SPACE AUDIT 
 
2.1 Site Selection 

The Open Space Audit involved the mapping and review of 274 open space sites from the following 

ANDBC databases and site visits to 183 open space sites. The sites were selected by ANDBC and 

form the Open Space Database. The main layers for the audit are contained in the following databases: 
 

Open Space Shapefiles Open Space Database  Detailed site audit 

AND Open Spaces (Over 0.5ha) 

 

63 63 

12 - 

AND Open Spaces (Under 0.5ha) 65 60 

4 - 

1 - 

Cemeteries 15 - 

Parks and Open Space 9 7 

Woodland Recreation 56 50 

6 - 

10 - 

Country Parks 4 4 

Historic Park, Garden and Demesne 16 - 

Beaches – where relevant - - 

Play spaces  11 - 

Proposed open space 3 - 

 
274 184 

Table 1: Open Space Databases  

 

The site selection for the quality audit has included the omission of the following types of open space: 

• School Grounds and Colleges 

• Sports grounds where access is by invitation / paid entry to the facility (e.g. tennis courts, bowling 

greens, football grounds, golf clubs) 

• Cemeteries will be included in the mapping but not the open space audit 

• Historic Parks / Demesnes where the land is privately owned and public access is managed 

 

The following types of open space provide more strategic overview of the wider open space resource: 

• Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes 

• Comber Greenway / Proposed Greenways 

• Main coastline beaches close to urban areas and accessible 

• Playspaces (Refer to draft Play Strategy including recommendations for future management or 

improvement) 

• MUGAs / Skate Parks / Pump Tracks 
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The following chart illustrates the number of open space sites included in the audit in the various 

settlements: 

 

 

 Chart 1: Number of Sites Included in the Audit 

 
 

2.2 Site Assessment Process 

The audit open space sites were mapped and GIS data (ESRI ArcGIS) was loaded onto Tablet PCs 

that allowed the site audit team to record site information directly into qualitative assessment forms. 

Each of the 184 sites were visited and audited. A number of representative photographs were taken 

of each site. A proforma was completed for the site visits, held on an excel spreadsheet with a row for 

each site, using the agreed categories and assessment criteria.  

 

The following information was recorded: 

• Site information / Site ID / Site Name / Location of the site / site size (hectares) 

• Type of open space, according to the agreed typology and sub-categories 

• Characteristics of the open space: 

o Site Condition  

o Quality Assessment - numerical score for each site according to the agreed methodology 

o Priority for action (high / medium / low) 

o Recommendations for each site  
 
Note: The following types of open space have been assessed through other Strategies, including: 

• Provision for Children and Young People (provided by Play Strategy) 

• Formal sport pitches and other formal facilities (provided by Playing Pitch Strategy) 
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2.3 Open Space Typology 

Open space may serve a range of functions and some areas, particularly informal spaces, may not fit 

neatly into the typology.  

An appreciation of the hierarchy of open spaces can help councils to understand the different functions 

they perform and distinguish between spaces of strategic, local and neighbourhood importance. This 

should be tailored to fit local circumstances, and is usually most applicable to parks, greenspaces and 

woodland areas. Criteria linking population catchments to the size of different spaces and sensible 

distance or time thresholds can be included, helping to ensure that spaces of different types, functions 

and sizes are easily accessible to the communities they serve. 

 

A typology has been developed to assist understanding of the breadth of the open space resource in 

the Borough. Each open space audit site has been assigned an identification reference, a name, 

location, typology and type, as set out in the table below. A GIS shape file was prepared for the open 

spaces included in the audit, to which the site survey data was attached.  

 

The following classification or typology of open space, based on PPS8, represent the wide range of 

open spaces that are of public value: 
 
Table 2: Open Space Typology  

Open Space Type Sub-type Description 

Parks and 
gardens 

Country park / Forest 
park 
 

Parks which are often of significant size, offering a range of 
recreational facilities and features, including extensive areas of 
parkland landscape, woodlands, path networks and visitor 
attractions. Country Parks are often accessible by public transport, 
well connected to path networks and contain a number of high quality 
facilities (e.g. play facility, formal gardens, cafés and historic 
buildings). Examples of Forest Parks include Ballysallagh Forest 
(Cairn Wood), Clandeboye Forest and Mount Stewart Forest. 

 Town park / Historic 
park 
 

Large to medium sized public parks, usually located in larger towns 
containing traditional park features (e.g. historic built or natural 
features, fountains, formal gardens, walled gardens etc). The parks 
are designed and managed to provide some or all of the following 
activities: active and passive recreation (e.g. sports, walking, cycling, 
children’s play, jogging, outdoor exercise), social / community events.  

Seaside park  Areas of open space located on the seafront, providing a range of 
play, recreation, gardens which are typical of Neighbourhood Parks. 
The site often has access to a beach or a harbour and acts as the 
main seaside recreation space for the community and visitors to the 
town or village. They are usually well connected by a path network or 
providing access along a promenade. 

Neighbourhood park Medium sized areas of open space usually located in urban areas, 
that provide a variety of activities and natural features, including 
sports facilities, children’s play for all ages, informal recreation, 
gardens and seating areas. 

Local park These parks are often small areas of open space, providing 
opportunities for children’s play, seating or informal sport. They are 
often well used parks with a distinct local catchment, within walking 
distance of the immediate residential population. Ideally, they will be 
located close to community facilities and well connected to the local 
path network.  

The Planning Policy Statement 8: Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation defines open space as 

“all open space of public value, including not just land, but also inland bodies of water such as rivers, 

canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer important opportunity for sports and outdoor recreation and 

can act as visual amenity.”  
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Outdoor sports 
facilities 

Public playing pitches Grass and synthetic playing surfaces in public ownership. 

Private playing pitches Grass and synthetic playing surfaces in private ownership. 

School playing pitches Grass and synthetic playing surfaces in education sector. 

Other outdoor sports 
provision 

Courts and greens comprising natural or artificial surfaces, including 
tennis courts, bowling greens, athletics tracks and other outdoor 
sports areas. 

Golf courses Publicly or privately managed golf courses.  

Amenity green 
space 

Amenity green space Landscaped areas providing visual amenity or separating different 
buildings or land uses including informal recreation spaces, 
communal green spaces in and around housing, and village greens, 
most commonly, but not exclusively in housing areas. 

Equipped / 
designated play 
areas 

Tier 0 / Flagship Includes a range of equipped play areas to suit children of varying 
ages and abilities, depending on the Tier e.g. Flagship, Destination, 
Local or Doorstep.  

Note: The play area strategy has mapped these play spaces in terms 
of accessibility. 

Tier 1 / Destination 

Tier 2 / Local Facility 

Tier 3 / Doorstep Facility 

Other children and 
teenager play provision  

Includes MUGAs, wheel parks and pump tracks. 

Green corridors 
and Greenways  

Greenways: existing 
and proposed / planned 

Designated active travel corridors (existing and proposed) that enable 
people to move safely between open spaces, to destinations in the 
urban areas and out to the countryside.  

Other green corridors 
and linear open space 

Open spaces, promenades and paths alongside rivers, disused 
railways, nature conservation areas, amenity footpaths and other 
routes that provide opportunities for informal recreation, walking and 
cycling. Also providing a valuable green corridor for wildlife. 

Natural and 
semi-natural 
urban green 
spaces 

Woodlands, Grasslands 
and Beaches 

Areas of undeveloped or previously developed land with residual 
natural habitats or which have been planted or colonised by 
vegetation and wildlife, including woodlands (including Community 
Woodlands), urban forestry, grasslands (e.g. meadows), wetlands, 
open and running water, rock areas (e.g. cliffs) and coastline main 
beaches.  

Allotments  Allotments, community 
gardens and growing 
spaces 

Allotments and areas of land for growing fruit and vegetables, or 
areas developed as community gardens.  

Cemeteries Cemeteries and 
churchyards 

Includes cemeteries and churchyards.  

Civic spaces Town squares Includes civic and market squares and other hard surfaced areas of 
civic value designed for pedestrians e.g. Conway Square, 
Newtownards. 

 
 

2.4 Data Management 

An important element in planning for the Audit is understanding the need for information and securing 

all necessary agreements on how data will be managed, co-ordinated and accessed, together with 

appropriate protocols for GIS mapping and data capture. Care should be taken in ensuring that change 

records are established for the database to ensure that any changes are properly logged and reported. 

 

It is important to note that the Audit is a dynamic piece of work and the sites included in the study 

should be considered to be stage 1 of an ongoing process. The information recorded in the GIS and 

Excel database should be reviewed on an annual basis and added to as environmental work is 

undertaken to ensure that the information remains current. 
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3.0 Open Space Standards 
 
3.1 Introduction  

Setting standards for open space enables a better understanding of the current status of open space 

assets across a local authority area. UK best practice guidance suggests that standards should contain 

three elements: 

• Quantity – an amount of space per house unit or head of population  

• Quality – a benchmark against which quality can be measured  

• Accessibility – an amount of particular types of open space within a specified distance, i.e. a 

distance threshold 

 

The audit methodology was informed by the knowledge and lessons learnt from UK Open Space Audit 

and Strategy Best Practice, creating usable outputs and the development of a tool for future open 

space management.   

 

The aim of the Council is to ensure easy access to open space for all residents of the Borough, 

particularly children, older people and people with disabilities.  

 

 

3.2 Quantity of Open Space 

The Ards and North Down area contains 980.38 hectares of open space. The following table sets out 

the amounts of the various types of open space included in the Open Space Audit. 

Table 3: Open Space Quantity (Source data ANDBC) 

Open Space Type Sub-type Area (ha) 

Parks and gardens Country park/ Forest park 383.13 

Town park / Historic park 130.15 

Seaside park 24.17 

Neighbourhood park 36.93 

Local Park 40.93 

Amenity green space Amenity Green Space 25.84 

Outdoor sports facilities Private playing pitches 38.87 

Public playing pitches 51.76 

School playing pitches 26.10 

Other outdoor sports provision 7.93 

Golf courses 111.22 

Equipped / designated play areas Equipped / designated play areas 4.27 

 Other children and teenager play provision  0.75 

Green corridors and greenways Green corridors and Greenways 13.95 

Natural and semi natural urban 
greenspaces 

Community Woodland, grasslands and 
woodlands 

83.17 

Allotments Allotments and Community Gardens 0.61 

Civic spaces Town squares 0.60 

Total Open Space  980.38 hectares 
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Fields in Trust Standards  

The SPPS (para 6.209) sets out a policy aspiration to meet the Fields in Trust (formerly National 

Playing Fields Association) ‘six-acre standard’:  

“In preparing LDPs councils should assess existing provision of open space in the plan area against 

the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) recommended minimum standard of 2.4 hectares of 

‘outdoor playing space’ per 1000 population (commonly referred to as the ‘6 acre standard)’.” 

 

In 2015, the Fields in Trust (FiT3) replaced the ‘six-acre standard’ with more comprehensive metrics 

for open space typologies, as set out in Table 4. The total amount of the various types of open space 

included in the FiT standard have been quantified. The audit focussed on ANDBC owned and 

managed open space included in the ANDBC open space database. A calculation of the amount of 

open space per 1,000 people was calculated, with the results set out in the table below.  

 

Table 4: FiT Recommended Benchmark Guidelines (Source data ANDBC) 

 

When assessed against the FiT standards, the audit identified that the total open space in the Ards 

and North Down area almost meets the standards. The ANDBC quantity standards requires there to 

be 5.35 hectares of open space per 1,000 people and the AND figure is 5.32, a marginal deficit of 0.03 

hectares of open space per 1,000 people.  

 

However, this will be offset by a number of privately owned areas of open space (playing fields in 

sports clubs and the education sector and grassland areas, glens, parks, walkways and amenity green 

space located within areas of housing) and the natural resources of the Plan area, such as access to 

beaches for those communities close to the coast and Strangford Lough. Informal recreation facilities 

also exist in association with the natural resources of the area such as rivers, canals, lakes, heritage 

sites, and disused railway tracks. Opportunities for cultural recreation are provided at places like Mount 

Stewart, as well as a number of historic monuments.  

 

Beaches are not included within the definition of Open Space as set out in PPS8. However, the 

Borough has the longest Coastline within Northern Ireland and beaches are regularly used by both 

residents and visitors as a recreational facility. The Borough has a number of accessible beaches 

including Seapark Holywood, Ballyholme Bangor, Groomsport, Millisle, Ballywalter and Cloughey. 

There are also beaches at Helen’s Bay and Crawfordsburn which fall within Crawfordsburn Country 

 
3 http://www.fieldsintrust.org 
4 Population of the Borough approximately 160,900 people (mid-2018 projections) 

FiT Category FiT Standard per 1000 
people (ha) 

AND Total (ha) AND per 1000 
people (ha)4 

Parks and gardens 0.8 615.31 3.89 

Amenity green space 0.6 25.84 0.16 

All pitches (excluding schools) 1.2 90.63 0.57 

Other outdoor sports  0.4 7.93 0.05 

Equipped play areas 0.25 4.27 0.03 

Other outdoor provision (MUGAs, 
skateboard parks) 

0.3 0.75 0.004 

Natural and semi natural greenspace 
(including Green Corridors) 

1.8 97.12 0.61 

TOTAL 5.35 ha 841.85 ha 5.32 ha 
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Park. These open spaces have not been captured in the open space audit database but are often 

publicly accessible and provide a wealth of opportunities for active outdoor pursuits such as walking, 

sailing, angling and cycling. Similarly, rural villages and small settlements have access to the 

countryside. Furthermore, the school pitches have been omitted from the total amount of sports 

pitches, as data for the current usage of the pitches by the community is not currently available.  

 

The chart below demonstrates the open space provision in each settlement, when compared with the 

FiT standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people. (Note: Crawfordsburn Country Park is omitted from the 

assessment due to its size and access from a number of different settlements).  

 

 Chart 2: Quantity assessment based on the FiT standard (based on Census data for 2011) 

 

The chart above demonstrates that the settlements of Ballywalter, Cloughey, Crawfordsburn, 

Holywood, Newtownards, Portaferry and Seahill meet the FiT standards. However, the larger 

settlements including Bangor, Comber, Donaghadee, Groomsport, Helen’s Bay and Portavogie do not 

meet the FiT quantity standard.  

 

The settlement assessments contained in Chapter 5 examine the quality and accessibility of the 

settlements in more detail. Many of the towns and villages are located close to beaches, Country 

Parks, privately owned open space or areas of accessible countryside and woodland, which have not 

been included in the quantitative assessment. 

 

Chapter 4 includes a more detailed analysis of open space quantity provision in the towns and villages 

of Ards and North Down. 
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3.3 Quality of Open Space 

Quality is a key component of open space. The quality assessment part of the audit process is probably 

the most complex area to secure consistent evaluation. Setting quality criteria to assess the standard 

of an open space is made more difficult by the diversity of spaces (character, scale, function) and the 

difficulties involved in establishing a common set of criteria against which to evaluate quality. There is 

a recognition that quality criteria are not absolute measures but rather provide an informed, common 

sense approach on which a consistent judgement of the quality of a space can be determined. 
 

The indicators are based on the recommendations included in the Greenspace Scotland guidance 

“Greenspace Quality: A Guide to Assessment, Planning and Strategic Development” (2008)5. There 

are 5 themes and 7 or 8 indicators under each theme (see Appendix 1 for the scoring criteria): 

• Access and Community 

• Attractiveness / Place Appeal 

• Biodiversity 

• Functionality 

• Community Benefits 

 

The following table sets out the scoring criteria for each of the indicators: 

Table 5: Open Space Quality Assessment Criteria  

 

Each site is given a score between 1 and 5 (low to high) for each of the assessment indicators, which 

are then sub totalled for each theme. All of the criteria are relevant for the larger multifunctional sites. 

However, there are some types of sites (e.g. amenity greenspace) where some criteria (e.g. balance 

habitat protection and access) are not considered relevant due to the size and type of the site. A “not 

applicable” symbol is entered into the database against the non-relevant criteria. Then each of the site 

scores are totalled and a percentage score generated based on the number of criteria assessed. In 

this way, a particular site is not marked down because it does not possess a feature that is not relevant 

to the quality of the space. 

 
5 Greenspace Quality: A Guide to Assessment, Planning and Strategic Development, Greenspace Scotland   

Access & 

Community 

Attractiveness / 

Place Appeal 

Biodiversity Functionality Community Benefits 

Well located & close 
to community 

Attractive and offers a 
positive image 

Contribute +ve 
biodiversity/water/air 
quality 

Offers a range 
functions / flexibility 
of use 

Safe and welcoming 

Meets DDA 
requirements/ 
Disabled Needs 

Provides an attractive 
setting 

Large enough to 
sustain wildlife 
populations 

Diverse play / sport/ 
recreational 
opportunity 

Good levels of natural 
surveillance 

Provides Quality 
Paths Fit-for-
Purpose 

Quality 
materials/equipment/fu
rniture 

Offer diversity of 
habitats 

Offers good places 
for Social Interaction 

Low levels/Absence of 
anti-social behaviour 

Connects to other 
transport nodes 

Attractive 
planting/landscape 
elements 

Part of wider 
landscape structure 

High quality facilities 
meeting user needs 

Appropriate lighting 
levels 

Allows movement in 
& between places 

Welcoming 
boundaries/entrances 

Connects to wider 
green Networks 

Appropriate facilities 
for location/ size/use 

Sense of local identity & 
place 

Has accessible 
entrances in right 
places 

Facilities in 
clean/safe/usable 
condition 

Balance habitat 
protection & access 

Facilities well sited 
for all ages 

Provide routes to wider 
community facilities 

Offers connected 
path network and 
signage 

Low levels of litter & 
adequate bins 

Resource efficient 
(grass cutting/peat 
compost/) 

Adaptable to 
changing needs / use 

Contains 
distinctive/memorable 
places 

 Well maintained     Community involvement 
in management 
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However, as with any database, there are limitations regarding the use and function of the dataset. 

The audit includes open spaces of all types and sizes, with a diverse range of functions and 

greenspace elements. Therefore, the study recommends that the total value score should not be 

viewed in isolation of the other parts of the assessment, but rather seen as an indicator to highlight 

issues and patterns.  

 

The scores for each indicator are totalled and 

an overall percentage score given. The total 

percentage scores have been separated into 

five bands, providing a useful starting point to 

review the quality of the overall open space 

resource.  

 

The ANDBC Open Space Strategy recommends: 

• Parks, play areas and amenity open space that have been allocated a quality score of less than 

50% are considered in need of improvement, through a rolling programme of upgrades as 

resources and project coordination allow 

• Provision of high quality play space and associated facilities, providing safe play opportunities for 

children and young people of all ages. Ensure that all play areas operated and maintained by the 

Council are in good condition, safe and litter free 

• New open space in consented developments should address the quality standards across all 

open space typologies 

 

Appendix 2 contains the sites that were included in the quality assessment and the quality score 

allocated to them, reflecting their current quality assessed against the quality assessment criteria.  

 

The chart below illustrates that of the open spaces included in the quality assessment, the majority of 

the assessed sites are in good condition, with only 25 in a “poor condition”.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart 3: Quality Assessment 

Quality Scoring 

Band A Score of 80% or more Excellent 

Band B Score of 70% - 79%   Very Good 

Band C Score of 60% - 69%   Good 

Band D Score of 50% - 59%  Fair  

Band E Score of less than 50% Poor 

Table 6: Open Space Quality Scoring 
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The chart below illustrates the average quality scores for each of the settlements. Ballystockart, 

Ballydrain, Lisbane and Carrowdore have the lowest average quality scores. Craigantlet, 

Crawfordsburn, Millisle and Helen's Bay have the highest average quality scores.  

Chart 4: Average Quality Scores 

 

The following table sets out the highest scoring sites and the 25 sites with the lowest quality scores.  

 

Table 7: Open Space Site Quality Scores 

Site ID Site Name Location Total Score (%) 

BAN062 Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields Bangor 93 

BAN017 Ward Park Bangor 92 

HOL014 Ulster Folk & Transport Museum Holywood 92 

NEW004 Ards Blair Mayne Health and Wellbeing Centre Newtownards 89 

KIL002 Beechvale Road Killinchy 89 

BAN064 Bangor Harbour Bangor 87 

CLO002 The Warren Cloughey 86 

NEW011 Conway Square Newtownards 85 

NEW005 Kiltonga Nature Reserve Newtownards 85 

COM007 Comber Square Comber 83 

CRG001 Ballysallagh Wood Craigantlet 83 

POR008 Corrog Wood Portaferry 83 

BAN059 Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields Bangor 83 

CRA001 Cootehall Park Crawfordsburn 82 

HOL002 Loughview Football Pitch Holywood 82 

HEL002 Crawfordsburn Country Park Helen's Bay 82 

GRM005 Groomsport Main Street Groomsport 81 

HOL003 Seapark Recreational Grounds Holywood 80 

KIR002 The Green Kircubbin 80 

BAN057 Lands Adjacent to Balloo Industrial Estate Bangor 80 

MIL003 Ballywalter Road Millisle 79 

BAN001 Balloo Wood Bangor 79 

HOL001 Ballymenoch Park Holywood 78 

DON008 Shore Front Donaghadee 77 

NEW010 War Memorial Newtownards 76 

POR003 Castle Park Portaferry 49 

HOL012 Redburn Playing Fields Holywood 49 

BAN006 Kingsland recreational Area Bangor 49 
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The bottom 25 lowest quality sites (below 50% quality score) were identified and considered for 

upgrading in the Action Plan. 

 

  

BAN040 Alandale Bangor 49 

BAN044 Coronation Avenue BMX/Pump track Bangor 48 

NEW016 Tower Court/Dromena Gardens Newtownards 47 

CAR001 Castle Place Carrowdore 47 

BAN060 Breezemount Park Bangor 47 

BAN052 Churchhill Crescent Bangor 47 

NEW020 Abbot Gardens Newtownards 46 

NEW025 Beverley Newtownards 45 

COM010 Winston Parade Comber 45 

BAN053 Owenroe Drive Bangor 45 

BAN056 Ballyquinton Gardens Bangor 45 

COM006 Fairy Ring, Carnesure Road Comber 45 

BAN012 Land at Hillcrest Walk Bangor 44 

BAN054 R/O Balligan Gardens Bangor 43 

NEW015 Ringhaddy Avenue Newtownards 43 

NEW014 Penrhyn Park Newtownards 43 

POR006 Laurelbank Park Play Area Portaferry 43 

BAN020 Beechwood/Hawethorne Play Area Bangor 41 

BAN029 Silverstream Open Space Bangor 41 

BALS001 Ballystockart Open Space Ballystockart 40 

HOL018 Holywood Wedge Holywood 39 

NEW022 Dam Bottom Nature Reserve Newtownards 36 
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3.4 Accessibility of Open Space 

Access is a key component of open space. Open spaces need to serve local communities and deliver 

locally accessible open space providing a resource that addresses daily needs, supports access by 

walking, cycling, horse riding and public transport, supports unsupervised use with safe accessibility 

and promotes informal recreation and exercise (dog walking, health walking or general passive use).  

 

International research into the impacts of greenspace on health and on wider quality of life shows that 

having greenspace within a 5 minute walk of home is a strong indicator for health and quality of life 

benefits. 0.5 hectares is big enough for a ‘kick about’ pitch or other informal play. A five minute walk is 

widely considered to equate to a distance of 400 metres ‘door to space’.  

 

The accessibility standard refers to how close people should be to their nearest publicly usable open 

space. It requires assessment using straight line distance thresholds for particular types of open space. 

Distance thresholds are a useful planning tool. It is possible to map households within a distance 

threshold comparison of sites, neighbourhoods and community settlements. Distance thresholds set 

the maximum distance that typical users can reasonably be expected to travel on foot to each type of 

open space. Equipped play areas MUGAs, skate parks and pump tracks have been assessed 

separately in the ANDBC Play Strategy.  

 

The ANDBC accessibility standard for open space recommends all residential areas to have easy 

access to the following (informed by the ANDBC Play Strategy accessibility standards):  

 

Open Space Type Accessibility Standard 

Country Park / Forest Park  1.5km walking catchment* (approx. 18 min walk)  

Whereas local residents may use the parks for local 
walks and recreation, the parks may also attract 
visitors from further within the Borough and beyond. 

Town Park / Historic Park 1.5km walking catchment* (approx. 18 min walk)  

Serves the larger settlements 

Neighbourhood Park / Seaside Park 1000m walking catchment* (approx. 12min walk) 

Serves the community within an urban 
neighbourhood 

Local Park 600m walking catchment* (approx. 7.5 min walk) 

Table 8: Open Space Accessibility Standards * Straight line distance  

 

Provision of Country Parks and Forest Parks is dependent on the existence of these larger scale 

natural features. Residents living local to a Country Park or Forest Park may use the parks for activities 

similar to town parks / historic parks. However, the parks may also attract visitors from further within 

the Borough and beyond. 
 

The Country Park / Forest Parks, Town Park / Historic Parks, Neighbourhood Park / Seaside parks 

and Local Parks were mapped and the accessibility standards applied, with the catchments drawn to 

illustrate the accessibility of the communities to the various types of open space. Appendix 1 sets out 

the detailed assessment of the open space resource for each of the larger settlements included in the 

open space audit. An example of the mapping is included below. 
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Figure 2: Example of the Open Space Accessibility Mapping  

 

The accessibility assessment concluded the following: 

Settlement Accessibility Assessment Meets the 

Standard 

Ballygowan There is 1 local park in Ballygowan (Dickson Park Play Area). Residential 
areas in the western fringes of the village are not within 600m of the park. 
There are other smaller areas of open space, including Ballygowan 

Playground located in the centre of the village.   

No 

Ballyhalbert There are no parks in Ballyhalbert. However, there is a play area along the 
High Street and opportunity to upgrade this central site and extend its open 
space use. However, there is good access to the beach, which provides a 
linear open space along the eastern edge of the village.  

No 

Ballywalter Ballywalter contains 2 Seaside Parks and a local park, which provide access 
to the majority of the residential areas. Residents also have access to 
Ballywalter beach 

Yes 

Bangor Bangor is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks (Town 
Parks / Historic Parks, Seaside Parks, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks 
and Community Woodlands) and benefits from access to the waterfront, 
beaches and recreation / play facilities to the north. Much of the residential 
area enjoys easy access to the facilities at Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing 
Fields. The residential areas to the west of the town are within easy access 
of Crawfordsburn Country Park. There is a well distributed hierarchy of 

smaller parks, play facilities and open spaces throughout the urban area.  

Yes 

Carrowdore The small village of Carrowdore does not contain a park, but there is an 
amenity greenspace at Castle Place, a community woodland and a play 
area. 

No 

Cloughey Cloughey contains 2 Seaside Parks, which provide access to the majority of 
the residential areas. Residents also have access to Cloughey Bay beach. 

Yes 

Comber There are 3 Neighbourhood Parks in the centre of Comber and 4 local parks 
located in the surrounding residential areas. The majority of residential areas 
are within easy access of the park resource, apart from a small area of 
residential streets on the western periphery of the town. However, the busy 
A22 road provides a barrier to accessing Laurelbank Park, which should be 

Yes 
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Table 9: Accessibility Assessment  

 
  

addressed as part of an improvement scheme. Access to open space in the 
residential areas to the west of the A22 should be improved.    

Crawfordsburn The village of Crawfordsburn contains a well equipped local park and has 
easy access to Crawfordsburn Country Park, and the beach to the north. 

Yes 

Donaghadee Donaghadee is well provided for with regards to park provision, with The 
Commons Town Park, Moat Historic Park and 3 Neighbourhood Parks, 
providing a wide range of facilities for local people and visitors. The area also 
benefits from access to the beach and associated recreation / play facilities. 

Yes 

Greyabbey Greyabbey contains 2 Local Parks, which are easily accessed from all parts 

of the village. There is also access to Strangford Lough.  
Yes 

Groomsport The village of Groomsport has a Seaside Park and a Local Park, which 
provides access to the majority of residential areas. There is an area on the 
eastern periphery of the village that is more than 1000m from the Seaside 
Park. However, the village benefits from access to Groomsport beach. 

Yes 

Helen's Bay Helen's Bay is located close to Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains 
over 100 hectares of open space, providing a range of facilities and access 
to Helen's Bay beach. The North Down coastal path, access to the waterfront 
and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of recreation 
opportunities for the residents of Helen’s Bay. 

Yes 

Holywood Holywood contains 2 Forest Parks, 2 Town / Historic Parks and Redburn 
Country Park. Seapark Recreational Grounds, and the associated sports 
facilities, provide a well used recreational resource, located along the North 
Down coastal path. Access to the waterfront along the length of the 
settlement and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of 
recreation opportunities for the residents of Holywood. 

Yes 

Killinchy Killinchy contains a Local Park, which is located within easy access of the 
village residential areas. 

Yes 

Kircubbin Kircubbin contains a Seaside Park, which is located within easy access of 
the village residential areas. 

Yes 

Lisbane Lisbane contains a Local Park, which is located within easy access of the 
village residential areas. 

Yes 

Millisle The village of Millisle is has a Seaside Park, which is located with easy 
access to the residential areas. Its location besides Millisle beach provides a 
range of recreation opportunities and a draw for visitors to the village.  

Yes 

Newtownards Newtownards is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks 
(Town Parks, Town Squares, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks and 
Community Woodlands). The residential areas to the north and west of the 
town are within easy access of Whitespots and Scrabo Country Parks. There 
is a well distributed hierarchy of smaller local parks, play facilities and open 
spaces throughout the urban area.  

Yes 

Portaferry Portaferry contains 2 local parks and 1 Town Park, which provide a range of 
recreation opportunities. The town is also located adjacent to an area of 
woodland walks (Nugents Wood) and enjoys fine views across Strangford 
Lough from the seafront. There is also access to walks along Rope Walk.  

Yes 

Portavogie Portavogie contains a Local Park, a Neighbourhood Park and a Seaside 
Park, which provide a range of recreational activities. The parks are located 

within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Yes 

Seahill 

 

The small residential settlement of Seahill does not contain any parks but 
contains a small area of amenity open space besides the primary school. 
However, there is a large area of Coastal Parkland and access to the 
waterfront and the North Down coastal path. The settlement is within the 
catchment of Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares 

of open space, providing a range of facilities. 

Yes 
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4.0 Action Plan 
 
4.1 Introduction  

The Open Space Audit has been used to inform the Action Plan recommendations and will inform 

area-based working, prioritisation and planning. 

  

Action Plan identifies the open spaces needing upgrades through a combined analysis of the following: 

• Quantity analysis – an overall look at the quantity of open space provision to identify areas that 

significantly fall below the quantity standard. It can be difficult to create new open space, but sites 

can be identified for upgrading to address quality issues / add function to existing sites. 

• Quality analysis – site visits and quality scoring across a wide range of types of open space that 

can identify particularly poor quality sites 

• Accessibility analysis – mapping according to an agreed set of standards that identifies any 

residential areas without good access to the various types of open space (usually the parks 

hierarchy). The Play Strategy has assessed the play resource in this way. 

• Site specific proposals for projects, community group aspirations, access projects, other 

departmental projects, funding opportunities, or other Partner ownership of specific sites etc. 

informed by internal Council departments.   

• External consultation, reflecting stakeholder and community aspirations that may confirm the 

Action Plan and suggest new projects. 

 

The Action Plan will be reviewed on a regular basis, identifying the tasks required for implementation 

of the Strategy, in conjunction with Service Plans and the Community Plan.  

 

 

4.2 Open Space Recommendations 

The settlement summaries in Appendix 1 contain recommendations that have been identified from the 

Open Space Audit Mapping and Assessment and from the consultation with stakeholders / ANDBC 

Officers. An Action Plan has been prepared for each of the major settlements, identifying key priorities 

and projects. 

 

 

4.3 The Action Plan 

The following tables contain recommendations that have been identified from the Open Space Audit 

Mapping and Assessment and from the consultation with stakeholders / ANDBC Officers:  

 
Priority Action Plan AND Borough Council (plus partners) led projects 

Ref. Site Name Location Action Lead 

BALG003 Ballygowan 
Playground 

Ballygowan Upgrade this central site and extend its open space 
use. More attractive planting. Central community 
space / gardens. Information boards / interpretation / 
walks around the village map. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BALH002 High Street  Ballyhalbert There is opportunity to upgrade this central site and 
extend its open space use. The Play Strategy 
considers that the play site at High Street 
Ballyhalbert holds potential to be upgraded to a Tier 
1 facility to serve the surrounding growing settlement 

AND 
Borough 
Council 
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and tourism potential. The signage needs improving 
so that tourists on the coast road know that it is there. 

Footway Seafront Ballyhalbert Widen the footway to provide better access along the 
seafront. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BAL003 Harbour and 
Seafront 
Development 

Ballywalter The open spaces are well provided for with regards 
to facilities, but the paths and landscape areas are 
weedy and in need of refreshed amenity landscape 
planting. Main Street is a busy road, so a pedestrian 
crossing would improve safety in the village. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BAN002 Ballykillaire 
Sports 
Complex 

Bangor Undertake investigations and works to resolve issues 
with ground conditions on the sports grounds.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BAN003 Brice Park 
Play Ground 

Bangor The park is currently in reasonable condition but 
would benefit from the planting of areas of colourful 
amenity shrubs and wildflower meadows. Seating 
areas and trails of informal play / sculptural elements 
will encourage visitors to explore the entire site and 
use the path routes. There may be opportunity to 
establish a community management group to 
develop the park and assist with management. There 
are few parks of this scale in the residential area to 
the north of the A21 so more could be made of this 
park, to encourage people to use the facilities more 
regularly and enjoy an upgraded landscaped park. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BAN008 Kingsland 
Tourist 

Bangor The site would benefit from regeneration to provide 
attractive civic spaces, landscape planting and a 
seating area. The play area has been fairly recently 
installed and is fit for purpose and well used. There 
are plans to review Kingsland as part of the Bangor 
Waterfront redevelopment, which will improve the 
connections between Ballyholme Bay and Bangor 
town centre. There is opportunity to improve active 
travel opportunities between the seafront 
destinations and encourage local people and visitors 
to access the natural and visitor attractions along the 
seafront and within the community on foot, by bike or 
other wheeled mode.   

AND 
Borough 
Council 

BAN009 Ballyholme 
Park 

Bangor The Play Strategy considers Ballyholme play area as 
surplus given the proximity of Banks Lane. Council 
will consider the site within the context of the wider 
Bangor Waterfront redevelopment, which will 
improve the connections between Ballyholme Bay 
and Bangor town centre. Improvements might 
include: amenity planting, sculptural elements / 
informal play structures, interpretation and upgraded 
path network. There is opportunity to improve active 
travel opportunities between the seafront 
destinations and encourage local people and visitors 
to access the natural and visitor attractions along the 
seafront and within the community on foot, by bike or 
other wheeled mode.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

CAR001 Castle Place Carrowdore Provide circular path routes, connecting to the trails 
through the adjacent community woodland. The 
entrance area and hard surfaced area should be 
redesigned with robust and attractive planting, high 
quality hard surfacing / entrance details. Provide 
some natural play or some fixed elements that will 
provide some play value. Provide a seating area, 
with amenity shrubs. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

(NIHE; 

Woodland 
Trust) 
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CLO002 The Warren Cloughey   Improve the appearance of the car park and sea 
frontage. Need better access across the dunes from 
the car park and to the beach, of a high quality 
boardwalk construction to protect the dunes. 
Ecological survey to develop an integrated 
management plan (Designations include SAC, SPA, 
RAMSAR and ASSI). Access needs to be carefully 
managed to protect the key habitats. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

CLO003 Main Road 
Children’s 
Play area 

Cloughey   Upgrade the access to the beach.  The Play Strategy 
states that the play area will be upgraded to a Tier 1 
to cover the entire settlement and improve its tourism 
potential. A skate park/MUGA/pump track is 
considered for the future. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

 

 

COM001 Lower 
Crescent 

Comber Provide pedestrian paths across and around the site 
to encourage greater use. Upgrade the landscape to 
provide an attractive open space on this prominent 
central site. Amenity trees and shrubs and a seating 
area / sculptural feature will improve the character of 
the site and encourage greater use. Consider 
widening the appeal of the site for children of all 
ages, with a perimeter path, natural play features 
along the route and links to the east to west 
pedestrian/ cycle path.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

COM002 Enler Park / 
Comber 
Leisure 
Centre 

Comber The landscape of the accessible land around the 
sports centre should be improved, reflecting this key 
central sports site. Amenity trees and shrubs and 
high quality fences / railings / street furniture / lighting 
will increase the use of the site as a key access route 
to the settlement centre and along the river. The river 
path is part of the proposed greenway. However, 
there is not much space for the potential greenway 
route to go to the north of the river due to gated 
school grounds and playing fields. But could travel 
on existing paths through the sports centre, construct 
a bridge over the Comber River to the north of the 
sports centre and through Comber Meadow. Ensure 
that this section of the greenway is of high quality 
design and well connected / overlooked by the 
adjacent properties to ensure it is a safe, well 
connected and well designed path route. Provide 
lighting along this key linking route and ensure that 
sightlines are maintained along the path route, by 
cutting back overhanging vegetation. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

COM015 Laurel Bank 
Park 

Comber Laurel Bank Park is not in a very accessible location 
and close to a busy road (A22). There will be other, 
more suitable locations for a park, closer to the 
community and in a more accessible location. Levels 
of use appear to be very low and the park looks 
almost abandoned.  Improvements to the park will 
extend its use, including replanted landscape, 
seating and refurbished paths and improved 
entrances. The pond and waterway require 
significant works regarding desilting, vegetation 
control and invasive species. Consultation with the 
community will establish if there is a need for a park 
of this nature in this location.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

COM016 Cherryvalley 
Drive 

Comber Remove the area of hardstanding and replant with 
attractive amenity planting, similar to that in Ginny's 
Way. A seating area and sculptural features will 
improve the appearance of the site and increase its 
use. Elements of natural play will extend the play 
value of the site and could continue along Ginny's 

AND 
Borough 
Council 
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Way, encouraging people to use the access corridor 
to link to the wider path network around the town.  

DON002 Crommellin 
Park 

Donaghadee 

 

There is opportunity to promote and enhance the 
area around the pitches known as Crommellin Wood. 
There is opportunity to provide trails / adventure play 
/ natural play / an education resource for the 
community. Upgrade the landscape qualities of the 
car park / entrance area. Provide a circular path route 
around the perimeter of the pitches and to the woods 
to encourage walking /natural play / exploration and 
greater use of the open space. Explore the upgrading 
of additional entrances from the nearby residential 
streets. Improve path connections and signage to 
other open spaces (DON006). Signage / trails / 
exercise trail linked to the nearby health centre. 
Cromellin Wood is a joint council/community project 
and contained within the Donaghadee Masterplan. 
Work is ongoing here but the content within this plan 
will assist in the BC for future funding applications. 

AND 
Borough 
Council / 
community 
project 

DON003 Dorman's 
Isle 

Donaghadee 

 

There is potential to improve the active travel links to 
the sea front and along the length of it, connecting to 
the proposed Greenway for local access and long 
distance access to Bangor and Newtownards along 
the Greenway. Refer to The Commons Park 
Masterplan for the draft concept plan for proposals. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

DON005 Hunt's Park 
and Railway 
Embankment 

Donaghadee 

 

There is great potential for future development which 
may be incorporated into a larger regeneration 
scheme or as part of the proposed greenway. The 
proposed Greenway runs through the site, 
connecting to the open spaces along the seafront. 
The park could be an active travel stopping off point 
/ view point / cycle practice route etc. Create a 
destination for walkers / cyclists.  Landscape 
improvements, seating and better connections to the 
former railway line to provide good access to the 
beachfront. Improve the landscape setting of the 
park for biodiversity and improve the path 
connections around the area.    

AND 
Borough 
Council 

DON007 The 
Commons 

Donaghadee 

 

Create a high quality coastal park hub for leisure and 
recreation. There are plans for a skate 
park/MUGA/pump track to be installed at this site. 
Connections to the proposed Greenway along 
existing path routes. Ensure quality of access is high. 
Signage and interpretation of this key town site. 
Connections to the Mourne Coastal Route. 
Upgraded hard and soft landscaping and themed 
signage / furniture etc in conjunction with other 
seafront sites. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

GRY001 Islandview Greyabbey The Play Strategy states that the playground will be 
upgraded to a Tier 1 facility and that there is the 
potential to provide a MUGA on the tennis courts at 
the nearby Community Centre. Extend the play area 
to cater for children of all ages, including adventure 
play equipment and outdoor gym equipment. A rural 
development project is proposed for the village hall 
site, including paths, viewing platform and public 
toilets. Council recently partnered with the 
community association to install a community 
orchard. There could be a coastal walk around the 
headland, connecting to the Village Hall open space 
and around the residential area. Picnic areas, 
sculptural elements, wind break planting and finger 
post signage etc. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 
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GRM005 Groomsport 
Main Street 

Groomsport The site was recently upgraded with a new path and 
planters. Improvements might include: signage, 
interpretation, connections to the coastal paths, a 
trim trail along the seafront. Repair of fencing and 
tennis court surfacing / re-use as a MUGA. The Play 
Strategy considers that there is the potential for the 
play area to be upgraded to a Tier 1 site. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

HOL001 Ballymenoch 
Park 

Holywood  The park was awarded a Green Flag Award. The 
park has an attractive wooded character, but might 
benefit from additional entrances from the adjacent 
residential areas, walking/cycling trail around the 
park, benches along the path route and areas of 
natural play / sculptural seating areas to encourage 
visitors (other than dog walkers) to explore the entire 
site. Picnic tables might encourage more use of the 
site. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

HOL016 Glenlyon 
Park 

Holywood  The park is accessible from the car park, but might 
benefit from additional pedestrian entrances from the 
surrounding residential area, walking/cycling trail 
around the park, benches along the path route and 
areas of natural play / sculptural seating areas to 
encourage visitors (other than dog walkers) to 
explore the entire site. Picnic tables might encourage 
more use of the site. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

KIR003 Kircubbin 
Promenade 

Kircubbin The play facility at The Green has the potential to be 
upgraded to a Tier 1 facility as per the Play Strategy. 
Extended play facility with adventure play to provide 
facilities for a wider age group. The signage needs to 
be improved from the centre of the settlement to 
raise its profile and the tourism opportunity. Improve 
the appearance of the car park to the north and the 
public realm areas along the sea frontage with high 
quality paving, picnic areas, wind break planting, 
landscaping, lighting, entrance features, signage and 
bike parking.  There is potential for a trim trail 
alongside the play area / around the headland to 
encourage visitors to explore the wider area.   

AND 
Borough 
Council 

MIL002 Ballywalter 
Road 
Recreational 
Grounds 

Millisle The open spaces are well provided for with regards 
to facilities, but the paths and landscape areas are 
lacking in character and in need of refreshed amenity 
landscape planting. The site would benefit from 
improved entrances, art works, signage and paving 
improvements to improve connections between Main 
Street and Beach Park.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

NEW001 

 

Whitespots 
Country Park 

Newtownards There is an aspiration for a significant investment 
and upgrade of the park, involving: landscaping, new 
trails, new visitor hub, viewing tower, restoration of 
historic chimney stacks, interpretation of World War 
1 and mining heritage, adventure playground and 
pump track, acting as a gateway to the Ards 
Peninsula and Strangford Lough. The plans will 
involve links to the greenways network, interpretation 
and integration with the neighbouring Somme 
Museum. An interactive outdoor activity zone will aim 
to bring heritage to life through a series of looped 
trails, interpretative signage and thought-provoking 
visitors experiences. Part of the Columban Way, a 
heritage trail between Comber and Bangor covering 
20 miles (32 km). 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

NEW006 Glenford 
Park 

Newtownards Glenford Park is to be incorporated into the proposed 
new Park and Ride facility, possibly in a slightly 
different location. Once the development of the Park 
and Ride facility is progressed, upgrade the open 

AND 
Borough 
Council 
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space with improved entrances, seating and 
attractive landscaping. Provide access from the 
leisure centre and surrounding area. Trim trail etc.  

NEW017 West Winds Newtownards Neighbourhood space, so could be more of a local 
play space with a seating area. Improve the overall 
appearance of the site through attractive landscape 
planting. Paths across the site will increase the use 
of the site and a network of circular paths and 
improved boundary treatments will improve 
circulation around the site.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

NEW020 Abbot 
Gardens 

 

Newtownards Upgrade the entire site, creating better path 
connections between the grassed area and the 
MUGA and play area. Provide a landscaped seating 
area. Review the potential to open up entrances and 
paths from the surrounding area to encourage 
greater use of the site and active travel opportunities. 
Should be developed mindful to the adjacent 
proposed open space, associated with the adjacent 
housing areas.   

AND 
Borough 
Council 

NIHE 

POR001 Coach Road 
Football 
Field & Open 
Space 

Portaferry The sports pitch is fit for purpose but the overall 
quality of the park could be improved, especially 
alongside the residential areas. Extend the use of the 
park through provision of an upgraded path network 
to encourage movement around the parks and to the 
village centre through modes of active travel. 
Provision of improved seating, attractive landscape 
planting and elements of informal / natural play. The 
Council and local community have recently planted a 
community orchard at this location. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

POR003 Castle Park Portaferry Could be a town tourism destination in association 
with the Exploris Aquarium. Relocated play area, 
with an adventure play zone for older children. The 
heritage of the site should be interpreted better, 
including: Portaferry House Demesne, Rope Walk 
and the Heritage Museum. A masterplan should be 
developed, in consultation with the community, to 
review the potential uses of the site as recommended 
in the Portaferry Village Plan. Regeneration project 
in association with the marine centre, Rope Walk, 
Maritime Museum and the NTS Nugent's Wood. 
Could be a larger visitor facility - gated and with 
managed access.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

POR006 Laurelbank 
Park Play 
Area 

Portaferry The future use of the site should be reviewed with the 
local community to establish the need for an open 
space facility in this location and what that might 
contain. Alternative uses might include: community 
garden, local play space or seating area. Improve the 
appearance of the site through landscape planting. 

AND 
Borough 
Council 

PTV003 

 

New Harbour 
Road 

Portavogie Improve the overall appearance of the site. Extend 
the use of the site to encourage more through flow of 
pedestrians. A landscaped seating area has been 
recently installed. Path access from the residential 
roads around the site is good and path network 
around the site. The reopening of the restaurant / 
alternative use of the building might change the 
nature of the site.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

PTV004 

 

Anchor Car 
Park and 
Promenade 

Portavogie The site is currently fit for purpose. Provide better 
accessible paths from the car park to the beach, 
connecting to the main coastal promenade.  

AND 
Borough 
Council 

Table 10: Priority Action Plan 
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Secondary Action Plan Projects led by other organisations (including third party lands 
to be made available to relevant bodies)  

Ref. Site Name Location Action Lead 

Footway Seafront Ballywalter Provide a footway along the seafront; 
pedestrian crossing 

Department 
for 
Infrastructure 
(DfI) 

BAN011 Clandeboye 
Way 

Bangor Improve the appearance of the site through 
attractive amenity tree and shrub planting. 
There is opportunity to provide active travel 
routes around the estate and play / seating / 
sculptural trails. 

Clandeboye 
Estate 

BAN044 Coronation 
Avenue 
BMX/Pump 
track 

Bangor Review the use of the site with the local 
residents and establish the open space need 
for the Conlig area, as this is the only area of 
open space. The site could be redeveloped as 
a small community garden / park, with amenity 
planting, seating areas and some natural play 
elements, if required.  

Education 
Authority 

BAN053 Owenroe Drive Bangor There is opportunity to upgrade the site. 
However, it would need to be master planned, 
in consultation with the community to establish 
the needs and aspirations for the site. Plans 
might include: circular path route, informal 
play structures / sculptural features to 
encourage natural play (e.g. boulders / earth 
mounds / robust planting etc.) There is 
opportunity to provide circular active travel 
routes around the estate and play / seating / 
sculptural trails to encourage use of the site 
for walking / cycling. Provide attractive and 
robust landscape planting to provide interest 
and biodiversity value. 

NIHE 

BAN056 Ballyquinton 
Gardens 

Bangor There is opportunity to upgrade the site. 
However, it would need to be master planned, 
in consultation with the community to establish 
the needs and aspirations for the site. Plans 
might include: circular path route, informal 
play structures / sculptural features to 
encourage natural play (e.g. boulders / earth 
mounds / robust planting etc.) There is 
opportunity to provide circular active travel 
routes around the estate and play / seating / 
sculptural trails to encourage use of the site 
for walking / cycling. Provide attractive and 
robust landscape planting to provide interest 
and biodiversity value. 

NIHE 

BAN060 Breezemount 
Park 

Bangor The site should be redesigned, in consultation 
with the local community to provide an 
attractive local park. The site might comprise: 
upgraded paths, amenity tree and shrub 
planting, seating areas and play / seating / 
sculptural trails.  

NIHE  

Play areas 
maintained by 
Council 

Road 
Crossing 

Main Road Cloughey   Install a pedestrian crossing across Main 
Road to reach the Children's Play area and 
The Warren. 

DfI  

COM010 Winston Parade Comber There is potential for the site to become a 
better used neighbourhood space. Amenity 
planting and a seating area / informal 
children's play feature will increase the use of 
the site and improve its appearance.  

Unknown 
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HEL002 Crawfordsburn 
Country Park 

Helen's Bay, 
Crawfordsburn 
and Seahill 

Visitor management should be reviewed, in 
light of the pressure on the Country Park (CP) 
at peak visitor times, along with the access to 
the beaches / coastline from Bangor and 
active travel opportunities. On a hot sunny 
day, the Country Park was acting as a car park 
for visitors to the beach / picnics around the 
car parks rather than visits to the CP. It may 
be possible to divide / redirect the car parking 
provision for the CP and the coastal path / 
beach to disperse visitors and safeguard 
parking for those who want to visit the Fort or 
the CP. Review the path networks / active 
travel links to better manage the visitor 
movement around the woodlands and the 
coast. Develop this key tourist and heritage 
asset with interpreted trails / walks around the 
woodland and the coastline / beach to 
encourage exploration of the CP. Upgrade 
signage along the coastal frontage and 
interpretation, ensure paths are in good 
condition and repair where necessary, as part 
of the proposed greenway. Environmental 
improvements at the Grey Point Fort visitor 
centre, with raised boardwalks proposed as 
part of the coastal Greenway upgrade around 
Grey Point Fort. 

NIEA 

NEW023 The Glen 

 

Newtownards The site will provide an extensive area of 
recreational space for the communities that 
live around it. A path network should be 
designed, to connect to the existing entrances 
and provide a circular route around the site 
and to the play area. A way marked trail along 
the path will encourage people to walk / cycle 
around the park. Provide areas of robust 
landscape planting, with sculptural elements / 
natural play / seating to break up the space 
and provide interest along the path route. 
Seek to creatively design the site to provide 
robust but interesting play / exercise features, 
utilising the sloping topography and the 
winding paths. Involvement of the local 
community will encourage a greater sense of 
involvement in the planning and management 
of the site. 

Unknown 

Road 
Crossing 

Springfield 
Road 

Portavogie A road crossing on Springfield Road will 
improve safe crossing of the road, to enable 
people to safely reach the beach and seafront 
facilities. 

DfI  

Table 11: Secondary Action Plan 

 

 

4.4 Delivery of the Action Plan 

The Open Space Audit has been used to inform the Action Plan recommendations and will inform 

area-based working, prioritisation and planning.  

 

The Action Plan will be reviewed on a regular basis, identifying the tasks required for implementation 

of the Strategy, in conjunction with Service Plans and the Community Plan.  
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Appendix 1 Open Space Recommendations  
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Appendix 2 Open Space Quality Criteria 

 
 

Access and Community 

Fitness for Purpose 
Assessment Criteria 

5 
High 

3 1 
Low 

not applicable 
n/a 

Well located & close to 
community 

integral with 
community 
infrastructure and local 
path and greenspace 
networks 

direct, safe and legible 
connections to local 
communities 

poorly sited with clear 
severance between 
greenspace and other 
community 
infrastructure 

connections to 
community not 
relevant 

Meets DDA 
requirements/ Disabled 
Needs 

compliant in all 
respects with DDA 
includes specific 
elements supporting 
disabled use 

DDA compliant in 
terms of grades and 
main routes step and 
barrier free 

non DDA compliant 
with barriers to free 
access for disabled 
and other user groups 

DDA compliant not 
appropriate or 
achievable on a site of 
this character/ 
location/type 

Provides Quality Paths 
Fit-for-Purpose 

appropriate path 
surface, well 
maintained with no 
management or 
drainage issues 

appropriate path 
surface with some 
minor maintenance 
and/or drainage issues 

poor quality or 
inappropriate path 
surface for location or 
levels of use; 
significant 
maintenance or 
drainage issues 

no paths expected on 
a site of this type or 
size (e.g. waterbody, 
dense woodland or 
scrub, small scale 
amenity space) 

Connects to other 
transport nodes 

good connectivity with 
fixed transport links, 
quality bus routes, 
cycle and path 
networks 

connects to other path 
and cycleway 
networks provided by 
footways and 
footpaths 

poorly connected with 
no obvious path 
networks or transport 
modes 

 

connectivity not 
available or 
appropriate on a site of 
this 
character/location/type 

Allows movement in & 
between places 

provides for highly 
permeable boundaries 
and multiple points of 
entry/access as part of 
a path or greenspace 
network 

provides routes and 
connections 
connecting places 

 

poorly connected with 
paths and natural 
desire lines 
unprovided for or 
restricted 

movement between 
places not relevant to 
the site 

Has accessible 
entrances in right 
places 

entry points well 
placed and accessible 
to encourage safe 
access and use 

entrances satisfactory entrances poor by 
reason of siting; safe 
accessibility and 
connection to 
communities 

entrance locations 
determined by other 
factors and non-
relevant to the site 

Offers connected path 
network and signage 

high quality, legible 
way marking and 
signage indicates links 
to wider path and 
cycleway network 

some good 
connections but 
signage incomplete 
and/or no way marking 

limited connections 
and no signage or way 
marking to indicate 
wider connectivity 

signage inappropriate 
to the location/site 
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Attractiveness / Place Appeal 

Fitness for Purpose 
Assessment Criteria 

5 
High score 

3 1 
Low score 

not applicable 
n/a 

Attractive and offers a 
positive image 

overall quality image, 
feel and appeal 
created through 
character and quality 
of the elements 

attractive with many 
positive elements but 
includes issues that 
need addressing 

poor image and low 
level of appeal/ 
attractiveness likely to 
generate a negative 
image 

attractiveness not an 
issue by reason of 
site/character or use 

 

Provides an attractive 
setting 

contributes 
significantly to the 
quality, character and 
setting of the urban 
area/ settlement/place 

contributes to quality 
but the profile and 
level of visibility limit 
the capacity to 
significantly impact on 
place quality 

does little to support 
place quality by 
reason of location or 
quality and image of 
the site 

not relevant 

Quality 
materials/equipment/ 
furniture 

provides quality suite 
of external/public 
realm furniture and 
equipment with good 
materials 

mixed quality with 
some elements in 
need of renewal or 
upgrading to remain fit 
for purpose 

poor quality finishes, 
materials and 
equipment that limit 
appeal and use 

not relevant 

Attractive 
planting/landscape 
elements 

offers attractive plant 
assemblages (native 
or exotic) that support 
place character and 
quality 

offers a variable 
quality of plants and 
landscape elements 
that supports quality 
but could be better 

generally poor quality 
or inappropriate 
planting and 
landscape 
management 

plant and landscape 
elements not relevant 
to function and/or type 
of space 

Welcoming 
boundaries/entrances 

user friendly 
boundaries and entries 
offer clear sense of 
welcome and signal 
community value and 
use 

functional boundaries 
and entrances define 
site with neutral impact 
on character or 
functionality 

poor quality 
boundaries impact 
negatively on 
perceptions of place 
entrances and 
boundary treatments 

not relevant to site 
and/or location 

Facilities in 
clean/safe/usable 
condition 

spaces and facilities 
clean, tidy and clearly 
valued, well used and 
well maintained 

spaces in usable 
condition but issues 
evident with 
cleanliness, and 
condition 

facilities either in poor 
condition or issues 
with cleanliness and 
condition likely to 
restrict use 

condition of facilities 
not relevant to the site 

Low levels of litter & 
adequate bins 

no evidence of litter 
and litter bins (where 
provided) in good 
condition and 
maintained 

low levels of litter with 
bins evident and litter 
generally localized 
and/or short term 

litter clearly an issue 
with established litter 
problem and bins 
absent or not 
adequately maintained 

litter not relevant 

Well maintained  clear indications of 
appropriate levels of 
maintenance well 
targeted to the site 
that supports quality of 
place 

level of maintenance 
generally good but 
challenged by use/ 
mis-use 

levels of maintenance 
failing to support 
quality of place and 
address use/ mis-use 

maintenance not 
relevant to the site by 
reason of scale and/ or 
other management 
activity 
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Biodiversity 

Fitness for Purpose 
Assessment Criteria 

5 
High score 

3 1 
Low score 

not applicable 
n/a 

Contribute positively to 
biodiversity/ water/ air 
quality 

biodiversity issues are 
clearly evidenced 
within the site and 
contribute to site 
quality 

biodiversity contributes 
through semi-natural 
elements but no other 
evidence of active 
management 

opportunity to support 
biodiversity not taken 
and site offers little 
positive value 

biodiversity not 
relevant by nature of 
the space and function 

Large enough to 
sustain wildlife 
populations 

site strongly supports 
native populations by 
green networks and 
quality of landscape 
elements 

site supports some 
native populations but 
fragmented and value 
limited to site 

site fragmented and 
unconnected to wider 
networks with little 
habitat value 

habitat opportunity and 
value not relevant 

Offer diversity of 
habitats 

offers a diversity of 
habitats that offer 
good connections with 
extended edges and 
linkages 

offers a range of 
habitat types but 
connections and the 
range of habitat types 
could be stronger 

poor quality and 
attention to habitat 
development 

habitat diversity not 
relevant 

Part of wider landscape 
structure 

a key part of a wider 
network and 
landscape character 
area 

contributes to wider 
networks and 
landscape character 
areas 

poorly connected and 
very limited 
contribution to the 
wider landscape 
setting 

landscape setting not 
relevant 

Connects to wider 
green Networks 

offers strong 
connections and plays 
an important role 
within the wider Green 
Network 

offers limited 
connections and 
contribution to the 
Green Network 

poorly connected and 
represents a 
fragmented and 
discrete site with very 
limited role within the 
Green Network 

not relevant 

Balance habitat 
protection & access 

clear balance evident; 
where appropriate, 
supported by 
information and good 
path routing 

access and habitat 
protection clearly 
working and no 
evidence of problems 

quality habitats 
suffering from other 
uses and need for 
management attention 

not a relevant issue on 
the site 

Resource efficient 
(grass cutting/peat 
compost) 

clear attention to 
resource and 
sustainability issue 
evidenced on site 
(SUDS/recycling/ 
encouragement to 
reduce litter) 

site and facilities fit for 
purpose 
demonstrating some 
evidence of attention 
to resource efficiency 

evidence of 
inappropriate resource 
activity that offers very 
limited benefits to user 
or quality of place 

resource efficiency not 
a relevant issue 
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Functionality 

Fitness for Purpose 
Assessment Criteria 

5 
High score 

3 1 
Low score 

not applicable 
n/a 

Offers a range 
functions / flexibility of 
use 

good diverse range of 
activity reflecting user 
needs, setting location 
and character of the 
site 

range of activity 
reflecting user needs, 
setting, location and 
character of the site 

poor, very limited 
range of activity that 
does not reflect 
anticipated user needs 
and site context 

not relevant 

 

Diverse play / sport/ 
recreational 
opportunity 

a range of challenging 
play and sport activity 
provided for a breadth 
of age and user 
groups 

play and sports 
facilities provided but 
limited range 

play and sports 
facilities not provided 
in locations were such 
facilities would be 
appropriate 

play and sports 
facilities not relevant to 
this type of space 
and/or location 

Offers good places for 
Social Interaction 

offers good spaces 
and places for social 
activity that are used 
by communities and 
include supporting 
furniture 

offers spaces for 
social activity 

 

offers none or very 
limited areas 
considered safe and 
usable for social 
activity 

not relevant 

 

High quality facilities 
meeting user needs 

provides a well used 
site that clearly reflects 
needs, providing high 
quality facilities 

provides for a range of 
activities that address 
need and offers good 
quality facilities 

provides a range of 
activities that appears 
unconnected to local 
need and is of 
indifferent quality 

appropriateness of 
facilities and need is 
not relevant 

Appropriate facilities 
for location/ size/use 

facilities are 
appropriate to function 
and include service 
elements such as 
toilets, lit paths, range 
of play etc 

facilities are restricted 
given the scale and 
function of the site 

 

facilities are poor or 
non-existent for this 
scale and function of 
site 

 

appropriateness of 
facilities is not relevant 

Facilities well sited for 
all ages 

facilities are well sited 
offering natural 
surveillance, readily 
accessible and suited 
to all ages 

 

facilities are well sited 
and accessible but 
locations may not 
address all user needs 

 

facilities are poorly 
sited, restricting 
access, compromising 
safe use or access 
and offer barriers to 
activity 

not relevant 

Adaptable to changing 
needs / use 

greenspace offers 
good flexibility and 
adaptability for use, 
capable of 
accommodating 
changing needs 

greenspace is flexible 
but any significant 
change of use would 
require major change 

greenspace is very 
inflexible unlikely to be 
able to address 
changing needs 

adaptability of use is 
not relevant 
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Community Benefits 

Fitness for Purpose 
Assessment Criteria 

5 
High score 

3 1 
Low score 

not applicable 
n/a 

Safe and welcoming site offers safe 
welcoming image 
through a range of 
positive measures 
such as signage, 
lighting and sightlines 

site is welcoming but 
issues of safety have 
potential to impact on 
more vulnerable user 
groups 

site is clearly neither 
safe nor welcoming to 
a majority of users 

issue of safety and 
sense of welcome not 
relevant 

Good levels of natural 
surveillance 

site offers good natural 
surveillance from 
surrounding areas and 
complies with Safe by 
Design principles 

site generally 
overlooked with main 
areas offering good 
natural surveillance 

site offers very limited 
natural surveillance 
and issues of 
perceived safety 
therefore arise 

natural surveillance 
not applicable to this 
site 

 

Low levels/Absence of 
anti-social behaviour 

site offers no evidence 
of anti-social 
behaviour and no 
evidence of activity 
likely to establish 
perceived threats to 
users 

site generally has safe 
quality but with some 
limited evidence of 
anti-social behaviour 
or mis-use 

site shows evidence of 
persistent antisocial 
behaviour 

 

anti-social behaviour 
not relevant to this site 

 

Appropriate lighting 
levels 

appropriate lighting 
throughout the site 
with no obvious 
management or user 
issues 

appropriate lighting at 
entrances and where 
appropriate main 
routes with only minor 
lighting issues 

lighting poor, 
restricting use 

 

lighting not relevant to 
this site 

 

Sense of local identity 
& place 

positively contributes 
to local identity and 
clear sense of place 
established by the 
character or quality of 
the site 

contributes to sense of 
place and local identity 

 

negatively contributes 
to sense of place and 
local identity 

 

local identity and 
sense of place not 
relevant 

 

Provide routes to wider 
community facilities 

provides connecting 
routes to schools, 
library, community 
facilities and transport 
nodes 

provides limited 
connections to 
community 
infrastructure 

provides very 
restricted connections 
to community 
infrastructure 

issues of community 
connectivity not 
relevant to this site 

 

Contains 
distinctive/memorable 
places 

creates a distinctive 
and memorable quality 
of place that supports 
local culture identity 

contributes in some 
areas or parts to 
distinctiveness 

offers no qualities that 
could be regarded as 
distinctive or 
memorable 

not relevant 

 

Community 
involvement in 
management 

evidence or 
knowledge of active 
and direct community 
participation in site 
planning and site 
management 

community 
participation through 
consultation on site 
planning and 
management 

community 
consultation not part of 
the planning and 
management 
arrangements 

issues of community 
engagement not 
relevant 
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Appendix 3 Quality Scores 

Site ID Site Name Location Total Score (%) 

BAN062 Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields Bangor 93 

BAN017 Ward Park Bangor 92 

HOL014 Ulster Folk & Transport Museum Holywood 92 

NEW004 Ards Blair Mayne Health and Wellbeing Centre Newtownards 89 

KIL002 Beechvale Road Killinchy 89 

BAN064 Bangor Harbour Bangor 87 

CLO002 The Warren Cloughey 86 

NEW011 Conway Square Newtownards 85 

NEW005 Kiltonga Nature Reserve Newtownards 85 

COM007 Comber Square Comber 83 

CRG001 Ballysallagh Wood Craigantlet 83 

POR008 Corrog Wood Portaferry 83 

BAN059 Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields Bangor 83 

CRA001 Cootehall Park Crawfordsburn 82 

HOL002 Loughview Football Pitch Holywood 82 

HEL002 Crawfordsburn Country Park Helen's Bay 82 

GRM005 Groomsport Main Street Groomsport 81 

HOL003 Seapark Recreational Grounds Holywood 80 

KIR002 The Green Kircubbin 80 

BAN057 Lands Adjacent to Balloo Industrial Estate Bangor 80 

MIL003 Ballywalter Road Millisle 79 

BAN001 Balloo Wood Bangor 79 

HOL001 Ballymenoch Park Holywood 78 

DON008 Shore Front Donaghadee 77 

NEW010 War Memorial Newtownards 76 

BAN045 Linen Terrace Bangor 75 

BAL002 South Promenade, Springvale Road Ballywalter 75 

NEW024 Londonderry Park Newtownards 75 

BAN004 Land at Clandeboye/Avonlea Bangor 74 

MIL002 Ballywalter Road Recreational Grounds Millisle 74 

PTV004 Anchor Car Park and Promenade Portavogie 73 

NEW002 Scrabo Country Park Newtownards 73 

NEW019 Woodland View Community Woodland Newtownards 73 

POR005 Cloughey Road Play Area & Open Space Portaferry 73 

HOL016 Glenlyon Park Holywood 73 

BAN058 Ballycrochan Linear Park Bangor 73 

BAN002 Ballykillaire Sports Complex Bangor 72 

BAN005 Ker Wood East Linear Park Bangor 72 

DON012 Lemon's Wharf Donaghadee 71 

HOL004 Spafield Playing Fields Holywood 71 

HOL022 Redburn Country Park Holywood 71 

BAN043 Kilcooley allotments Bangor 71 

NEW037 Circular Road amenity land Newtownards 71 

HOL015 Holywood Esplanade Holywood 70 

BAN055 Kilcooley Wood Bangor 70 

BAN061 Ballynoe Gardens Bangor 70 

BAL006 Whitechurch Road Ballywalter 70 

BAN007 Plantation Road Bangor 70 

BALH001 Open Space (Old Graveyard) Ballyhalbert 70 

BAN063 Killaire Road Costal Path Bangor 70 

BAL003 Harbour and Seafront Development Ballywalter 69 

POR004 Cloughey Road Football Field Portaferry 69 

COM011 Comber Cemetery Comber 69 

DON007 The Commons Donaghadee 69 

DON009 Second Commons Donaghadee 69 

HOL017 St Paul's G.A.C Hollywood Holywood 68 

SEA001 Coastal Parkland at Seahill Seahill 68 

PTV003 New Harbour Road Portavogie 68 

DON011 Moat Street/East Street Donaghadee 67 
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BAN016 Stricklands Glen Bangor 67 

CLO003 Main Road Childrens Playarea Cloughey 67 

HEL001 Fort Road Helen's Bay 67 

NEW009 Old Railway Newtownards 66 

COM002 Enler Park / Comber Leisure Centre Comber 66 

BAN014 Bloomfield Road Bangor 65 

BAN047 Fort Drive Bangor 65 

GRM004 Harbour Road Groomsport 65 

DON015 Cypress Park Donaghadee 65 

KIR003 Kircubbin Promenade Kircubbin 64 

BAL005 Northern Promenade and Open Area Ballywalter 64 

HOL006 Kerr Park, Holywood Rugby Club Holywood 64 

POR001 Coach Road Football Field & Open Space Portaferry 63 

DON018 Pinks Green Donaghadee 63 

DON013 Marine Drive Donaghadee 62 

NEW001 Whitespots Country Park Newtownards 61 

BAN027 Westmorland Play Area Bangor 61 

DON003 Dorman's Isle Donaghadee 61 

CAR002 Carrowdore Carrowdore 61 

HOL005 Invergourie Road Holywood 61 

HOL008 Invergarry Avenue Holywood 61 

GRY003 Village Hall Greyabbey 61 

GRY002 North Street Open Space Greyabbey 60 

BAN003 Brice Park Play Ground Bangor 60 

BAN021 Brianville Park Play Area Bangor 60 

BAN022 Cloverhill Green Open Space Bangor 60 

BAN023 Knightsbridge Play Area Bangor 60 

BAN025 Pinehill Road Open Area Bangor 60 

BAN030 Silverbirch Open Space Bangor 60 

BAN035 Malvern Heights Bangor 60 

BAN046 Stonebridge Avenue Bangor 60 

BAN049 Willowbrook Road Bangor 60 

GRM001 Groomsport Meadow Playing Fields Groomsport 60 

BAN015 Connor Park Bangor 60 

KIR001 Ballycranbeg Childrens Playarea Kircubbin 60 

BALG002 Forge Drive Ballygowan 60 

COM009 Ballyhenry Manor Comber 60 

POR002 Tullymally Play Area Portaferry 60 

NEW003 Bangor Road Railway Walk Newtownards 60 

BAN034 Manor Park Bangor 59 

COT001 Bailie Gardens/Newtownards Road Cotton 59 

DON017 Beechfield Drive Donaghadee 59 

DON010 Land at Cypress Close Donaghadee 59 

DON006 Northfield Donaghadee 59 

COM001 Lower Crescent Comber 58 

GRM002 Andrews Shorefield Groomsport 58 

BAN008 Kingsland Tourist Bangor 58 

COM013 Islandhill Comber 57 

DON002 Crommelin Park Donaghadee 57 

NEW012 Bully's Acre Newtownards 57 

BAN048 Fort Park Bangor 57 

COM005 Darragh Road Comber 57 

BAN011 Clandeboye Way Bangor 56 

DON005 Hunt's Park and Railway Embankment Donaghadee 56 

BAL001 Well Road Ballywalter 56 

GRY001 Islandview Greyabbey 56 

BAN084 Land at Sliding Rock Conlig 55 

BAL004 Whitechurch Picnic Site Ballywalter 55 

BAN036 Donaghadee Road Bangor 55 

BAN050 Ashbury shops Bangor 55 

HOL011 Old Holywood Road Holywood 55 

BALG001 Dickson Park Play Area/Football Field Ballygowan 55 

BAN013 Land at Bridgelea Avenue Bangor 55 
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KIL001 Cleland Avenue Killinchy 55 

BAN010 Kilcooley green Bangor 54 

BAN033 Morningside Bangor 54 

HOL010 The Green Holywood 54 

BAN037 Cloverhill Grove Bangor 54 

BAN009 Ballyholme Park Bangor 54 

BAN019 Ashbury Court Open Space Bangor 54 

NEW017 West Winds Newtownards 54 

NEW006 Glenford Park Newtownards 54 

LIS001 Lisbarnet Play Area Lisbane 53 

BALD001 Ballydrain Play Area Thornleigh Ballydrain 53 

PTV001 Old Harbour Road Portavogie 52 

BAN032 Meadowvale 2 Bangor 52 

NEW007 Bangor Road Open Space Newtownards 52 

GRM003 Springwell Crescent Groomsport 52 

COM015 Laurelbank Play Area Comber 52 

BAN038 Carlton Heights Bangor 52 

CLO001 Calhame Park Cloughey 52 

NEW023 Glenford Park Newtownards 52 

COM008 Dalton Way Comber 52 

PTV002 Lawson Park Portavogie 51 

NEW013 Abbeydale Gardens Newtownards 51 

COM016 Cherryvalley Drive Comber 51 

BAN026 Wandsworth Open Space Bangor 51 

BAN024 Newtownards Road Open Space Bangor 51 

COM003 Dermott Drive/Dermott Park Comber 50 

BAN031 Meadowvale 1 Bangor 50 

NEW027 West Green/South Green/North Green Newtownards 50 

POR003 Castle Park Portaferry 49 

HOL012 Redburn Playing Fields Holywood 49 

BAN006 Kingsland recreational Area Bangor 49 

BAN040 Alandale Bangor 49 

BAN044 Coronation Avenue BMX/Pump track Bangor 48 

NEW016 Tower Court/Dromena Gardens Newtownards 47 

CAR001 Castle Place Carrowdore 47 

BAN060 Breezemount Park Bangor 47 

BAN052 Churchhill Crescent Bangor 47 

NEW020 Abbot Gardens Newtownards 46 

NEW025 Beverley Newtownards 45 

COM010 Winston Parade Comber 45 

BAN053 Owenroe Drive Bangor 45 

BAN056 Ballyquinton Gardens Bangor 45 

COM006 Fairy Ring, Carnesure Road Comber 45 

BAN012 Land at Hillcrest Walk Bangor 44 

BAN054 R/O Balligan Gardens Bangor 43 

NEW015 Ringhaddy Avenue Newtownards 43 

NEW014 Penrhyn Park Newtownards 43 

POR006 Laurelbank Park Play Area Portaferry 43 

BAN020 Beechwood/Hawethorne Play Area Bangor 41 

BAN029 Silverstream Open Space Bangor 41 

BALS001 Ballystockart Open Space Ballystockart 40 

HOL018 Hollywood Wedge Holywood 39 

NEW022 Dam Bottom Nature Reserve Newtownards 36 
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Ballygowan 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 2.93 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,957 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  4 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields 
in Trust standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.99 hectares of open space per 1000 
people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 58%  

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement does not meet the accessibility standards 

There is 1 local park in Ballygowan (Dickson Park Play Area). Residential areas in the western fringes 
of the village are not within 600m of the park. There are other smaller areas of open space, including 
Ballygowan Playground located in the centre of the village.   

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet either the quantity, quality and 
accessibility standards and therefore the deficiency of open space should be explored, in partnership 
with the local community and other stakeholder organisations. The quality and functionality of 
Ballygown Playground should be improved. There should be a review of the current open space 
resource, with exploration of a potential new park in a central location within the settlement envelope.   

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 
Open Space Accessibility Map 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Open Space Concept Map  
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Ballyhalbert 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,026 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  1 site 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.11 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 70% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement was not assessed with regards to accessibility  

There are no parks in Ballyhalbert. However, there is good access to the beach, which provides a 
linear open space along the eastern edge of the village. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet the quantity standards. There are no 
parks in Ballyhalbert, however there is good access to the beach. There is a play area along the High 
Street and opportunity to upgrade this central site and extend its open space use. There may be 
opportunity to extend the use of the open space besides the school, in partnership with the local 
community and other stakeholder organisations. There is opportunity to widen the footway along the 
seafront to provide better access to the beach. 

The following mapping illustrates the concept plan that has emerged from the open space strategy 

assessment process.  

 
Open Space Concept Map  
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Ballywalter 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 16.20 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,027 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  6 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.99 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 65% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Ballywalter contains 2 Seaside Parks and a local park, which provide access to the majority of the 
residential areas. Residents also have access to Ballywalter beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the quantity and accessibility standards. The 
average quality score is above the ANDBC average. The quality of the Harbour and Seafront 
Development could be improved, along with a pedestrian crossing along Main Street to improve safety 
in the village. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 
Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map  
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Bangor 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 254.24 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 61,011 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  84 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.92 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 60% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Bangor is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks (Town Parks / Historic Parks, 
Seaside Parks, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks and Community Woodlands) and benefits from 
access to the waterfront, beaches and recreation / play facilities to the north. Much of the residential 
area enjoys easy access to the facilities at Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields. The residential 
areas to the west of the town are within easy access of Crawfordsburn Country Park. There is a well 
distributed hierarchy of smaller parks, play facilities and open spaces throughout the urban area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility standards, but the quantity of 
open space per 1,000 people is significantly below the FiT standards. A more detailed review of the 
smaller amenity open spaces, and inclusion in the audit mapping, should be undertaken to better 
understand the provision of open space. There are a number of high quality open spaces. The Action 
Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of a number of open spaces, to improve the 
quality and function of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Carrowdore 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.72 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 960 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.87 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 54% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement does not meet the accessibility standards 

The small village of Carrowdore does not contain a park, but there is an amenity greenspace at Castle 
Place, a community woodland and a play area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet the quantity and accessibility standards. 
The overall quality of the open spaces is fairly low, when compared with other open spaces in ANDBC.  
The Action Plan included recommendations to improve Castle Place open space to provide a range 
of recreational opportunities, with improved environmental quality. 

The following mapping illustrates the concept plan that has emerged from the open space strategy 

assessment process.  

 
Open Space Concept Map  

  



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Cloughey 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,075 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

6.62 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 68% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Cloughey contains 2 Seaside Parks, which provide access to the majority of the residential areas. 
Residents also have access to Cloughey Bay beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility, quality and accessibility 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for improvements to The Warren to protect 
the dune system and improve the environmental appearance and quality of the site.   

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Comber 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 25.37 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 9,071 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  20 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.80 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 57% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

There are 3 Neighbourhood Parks in the centre of Comber and 4 local parks located in the 
surrounding residential areas. The majority of residential areas are within easy access of the park 
resource, apart from a small area of residential streets on the western periphery of the town. However, 
the busy A22 road provides a barrier to accessing Laurelbank Park, which should be addressed as 
part of an improvement scheme. Access to open space in the residential areas to the west of the A22 
should be improved. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility standard but does not meet the 
FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is below the average score in 
other settlements. The Action Plan has made recommendations for improvements to a number of 
open spaces, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational facilities. The 
quality and accessibility of the Laurelbank Park should be improved as a priority, to provide open 
space in the west of the town. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Crawfordsburn 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.80 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 587 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

6.48 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 82% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Crawfordsburn contains a well equipped local park and has easy access to 
Crawfordsburn Country Park, and the beach to the north. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Crawfordsburn meets the accessibility standards and almost 
meets the FiT quality standards. The average quality score is significantly higher than the average 
quality scores in other settlements.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Donaghadee 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 33.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 6,869 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  18 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

4.82 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 64% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Donaghadee is well provided for with regards to park provision, with The Commons Town Park, Moat 
Historic Park and 3 Neighbourhood Parks, providing a wide range of facilities for local people and 
visitors. The area also benefits from access to the beach and associated recreation / play facilities. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Donaghadee meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet 
the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is above the average quality 
in other settlements. The Action Plan includes recommendations for improvements to a number of 
open spaces, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational facilities.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Greyabbey 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.38 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 939 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.59 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 59% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Greyabbey contains 2 Local Parks and a local park, which are easily accessed from all parts of the 
village. There is also access to Strangford Lough. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Greyabbey meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet 
the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is comparable to other 
settlements in the ANDBC area. The Action Plan includes recommendations for improvements to 
Islandview open space, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational 
facilities.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Groomsport 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 6.33 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 3,005 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  6 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.11 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 63% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Groomsport is has a Seaside Park and a Local Park, which provides access to the 
majority of residential areas. There is an area on the eastern periphery of the village that is more than 
1000m from the Seaside Park. However, the village benefits from access to Groomsport beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Groomsport meets the accessibility standards, but the quantity 
of open space per 1,000 people is significantly below the FiT standards. The average quality score is 
just above the ANDBC average scores in other settlements. The Action Plan has made 
recommendations for the upgrading of the Main Street site, to improve the quality of the open space.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Helen’s Bay and Seahill 

Helen’s Bay Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.68 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,390 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.49 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people (excluding 
Crawfordsburn CP) 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 75% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Helen's Bay is located close to Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of 
open space, providing a range of facilities and access to Helen's Bay beach. The North Down coastal 
path, access to the waterfront and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of 
recreation opportunities for the residents of Helen’s Bay. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Helen's Bay meets the accessibility standards. The proximity to 
Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing a range of 
facilities and access to Helen's Bay beach. These sites are not included in the FiT quality standard 
calculations. The average quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements.     

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process for Helen’s Bay and Seahill.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map - Helen’s Bay and Seahill 
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Open Space Concept Map - Helen’s Bay and Seahill 

 

Seahill Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.89 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,018 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.75 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people  

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 68% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The small residential settlement of Seahill does not contain any parks but contains a small area of 
amenity open space besides the primary school. However, there is a large area of Coastal Parkland 
and access to the waterfront and the  North Down coastal path. The settlement is within the catchment 
of Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing a range 
of facilities. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Seahill meets the accessibility standards, because of the 
proximity to Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing 
a range of facilities. The settlement meets the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average 
quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements.    
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Holywood  

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 142.60 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 11,257 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  23 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

9.57 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 67% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Holywood contains 2 Forest Parks, 2 Town / Historic Parks and Redburn Country Park. Seapark 
Recreational Grounds, and the associated sports facilities, provide a well used recreational resource, 
located along the North Down coastal path. Access to the waterfront along the length of the settlement 
and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of recreation opportunities for the 
residents of Holywood. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Holywood meets the quantity and accessibility standards. The 
average quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The Action Plan has made 
recommendations for the upgrading of 2 parks to improve accessibility and environmental quality of 
the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Killinchy 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 1.83 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 539 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.39 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 72% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Killinchy contains a recently upgraded Local Park (Beechvale Road), which is located within easy 
access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility standards, but does not meet 
the FiT open space standards. However, the recently upgraded Beechvale Road park provides a high 
quality and well used recreational resource for the village. The provision of this facility and good 
accessibility ensures a good provision of open space for the village.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Kircubbin 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 4.04 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,153 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  5 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.50 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 72% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Kircubbin contains a Seaside Park, which is located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Kircubbin meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The quantity of open space provision does not 
meet the FiT standard, but the provision of facilities at The Green and access to the beach and 
Strangford Lough provide a range of recreational facilities. The Action Plan includes 
recommendations to improve the quality of this seafront area to extend the recreational opportunity 
and overall quality.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Lisbane 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.18 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 430 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  1 site 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.41 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 53% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Lisbane contains a Local Park, which is located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Lisbane meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet the 
FiT standards for quantity of open space. There is only 1 open space in the village. The audit 
recommends improvements to the quality of the site.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Millisle 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.59 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,318 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.27 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 77% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Millisle is has a Seaside Park, which is located with easy access to the residential areas. 
Its location besides Millisle beach provides a range of recreation opportunities and a draw for visitors 
to the village. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The quantity of open space provision does not 
meet the FiT standard. The Action Plan includes recommendations to improve the quality of 
Ballywalter Road Recreational Grounds. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Newtownards 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 167.57 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 29,170 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  37 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

5.74 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 60% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Newtownards is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks (Town Parks, Town 
Squares, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks and Community Woodlands). The residential areas to 
the north and west of the town are within easy access of Whitespots and Scrabo Country Parks. There 
is a well distributed hierarchy of smaller local parks, play facilities and open spaces throughout the 
urban area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility and the FiT quantity standards. 
The average quality score is similar to other settlements. The Action Plan has made recommendations 
for the upgrading of a number of open spaces, to improve the quality and function of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Portaferry 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 18.96 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,514 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  10 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.54 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 63% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Portaferry contains 2 local parks and 1 Town Park, which provide a range of recreation opportunities. 
The town is also located adjacent to an area of woodland walks (Nugents Wood) and enjoys fine 
views across Strangford Lough from the seafront. There is also access to walks along Rope Walk. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Portaferry meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is similar to other settlements. The quantity of open space per 1,000 people is above the FiT 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of 2 parks to improve 
accessibility and environmental quality of the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Portavogie 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.10 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,122 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  4 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.34 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 61% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Portavogie contains a Local Park, a Neighbourhood Park and a Seaside Park, which provide a range 
of recreational activities. The parks are located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Portavogie meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is similar to other settlements. The quantity of open space per 1,000 people is below the FiT 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of 2 open spaces to 
improve accessibility and quality of the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Ballygowan 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 2.93 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,957 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  4 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields 
in Trust standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.99 hectares of open space per 1000 
people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 58%  

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement does not meet the accessibility standards 

There is 1 local park in Ballygowan (Dickson Park Play Area). Residential areas in the western fringes 
of the village are not within 600m of the park. There are other smaller areas of open space, including 
Ballygowan Playground located in the centre of the village.   

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet either the quantity, quality and 
accessibility standards and therefore the deficiency of open space should be explored, in partnership 
with the local community and other stakeholder organisations. The quality and functionality of 
Ballygown Playground should be improved. There should be a review of the current open space 
resource, with exploration of a potential new park in a central location within the settlement envelope.   

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Ballyhalbert 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,026 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  1 site 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.11 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 70% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement was not assessed with regards to accessibility  

There are no parks in Ballyhalbert. However, there is good access to the beach, which provides a 
linear open space along the eastern edge of the village. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet the quantity standards. There are no 
parks in Ballyhalbert, however there is good access to the beach. There is a play area along the High 
Street and opportunity to upgrade this central site and extend its open space use. There may be 
opportunity to extend the use of the open space besides the school, in partnership with the local 
community and other stakeholder organisations. There is opportunity to widen the footway along the 
seafront to provide better access to the beach. 

The following mapping illustrates the concept plan that has emerged from the open space strategy 

assessment process.  
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Ballywalter 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 16.20 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,027 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  6 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.99 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 65% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Ballywalter contains 2 Seaside Parks and a local park, which provide access to the majority of the 
residential areas. Residents also have access to Ballywalter beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the quantity and accessibility standards. The 
average quality score is above the ANDBC average. The quality of the Harbour and Seafront 
Development could be improved, along with a pedestrian crossing along Main Street to improve safety 
in the village. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Bangor 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 254.24 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 61,011 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  84 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.92 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 60% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Bangor is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks (Town Parks / Historic Parks, 
Seaside Parks, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks and Community Woodlands) and benefits from 
access to the waterfront, beaches and recreation / play facilities to the north. Much of the residential 
area enjoys easy access to the facilities at Bangor Castle & Valentine Playing Fields. The residential 
areas to the west of the town are within easy access of Crawfordsburn Country Park. There is a well 
distributed hierarchy of smaller parks, play facilities and open spaces throughout the urban area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility standards, but the quantity of 
open space per 1,000 people is significantly below the FiT standards. A more detailed review of the 
smaller amenity open spaces, and inclusion in the audit mapping, should be undertaken to better 
understand the provision of open space. There are a number of high quality open spaces. The Action 
Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of a number of open spaces, to improve the 
quality and function of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Carrowdore 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.72 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 960 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.87 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 54% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement does not meet the accessibility standards 

The small village of Carrowdore does not contain a park, but there is an amenity greenspace at Castle 
Place, a community woodland and a play area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village does not meet the quantity and accessibility standards. 
The overall quality of the open spaces is fairly low, when compared with other open spaces in ANDBC.  
The Action Plan included recommendations to improve Castle Place open space to provide a range 
of recreational opportunities, with improved environmental quality. 

The following mapping illustrates the concept plan that has emerged from the open space strategy 

assessment process.  
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Cloughey 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,075 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

6.62 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 68% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Cloughey contains 2 Seaside Parks, which provide access to the majority of the residential areas. 
Residents also have access to Cloughey Bay beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility, quality and accessibility 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for improvements to The Warren to protect 
the dune system and improve the environmental appearance and quality of the site.   

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Comber 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 25.37 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 9,071 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  20 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.80 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 57% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

There are 3 Neighbourhood Parks in the centre of Comber and 4 local parks located in the 
surrounding residential areas. The majority of residential areas are within easy access of the park 
resource, apart from a small area of residential streets on the western periphery of the town. However, 
the busy A22 road provides a barrier to accessing Laurelbank Park, which should be addressed as 
part of an improvement scheme. Access to open space in the residential areas to the west of the A22 
should be improved. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility standard but does not meet the 
FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is below the average score in 
other settlements. The Action Plan has made recommendations for improvements to a number of 
open spaces, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational facilities. The 
quality and accessibility of the Laurelbank Park should be improved as a priority, to provide open 
space in the west of the town. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 

 



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Open Space Concept Map 

 

  

 



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Crawfordsburn 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.80 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 587 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

6.48 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 82% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Crawfordsburn contains a well equipped local park and has easy access to 
Crawfordsburn Country Park, and the beach to the north. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Crawfordsburn meets the accessibility standards and almost 
meets the FiT quality standards. The average quality score is significantly higher than the average 
quality scores in other settlements.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Donaghadee 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 33.12 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 6,869 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  18 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

4.82 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 64% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Donaghadee is well provided for with regards to park provision, with The Commons Town Park, Moat 
Historic Park and 3 Neighbourhood Parks, providing a wide range of facilities for local people and 
visitors. The area also benefits from access to the beach and associated recreation / play facilities. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Donaghadee meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet 
the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is above the average quality 
in other settlements. The Action Plan includes recommendations for improvements to a number of 
open spaces, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational facilities.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Greyabbey 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 3.38 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 939 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.59 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 59% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Greyabbey contains 2 Local Parks and a local park, which are easily accessed from all parts of the 
village. There is also access to Strangford Lough. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Greyabbey meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet 
the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average quality score is comparable to other 
settlements in the ANDBC area. The Action Plan includes recommendations for improvements to 
Islandview open space, which will improve the quality of the open space and range of recreational 
facilities.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Groomsport 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 6.33 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 3,005 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  6 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

2.11 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 63% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Groomsport is has a Seaside Park and a Local Park, which provides access to the 
majority of residential areas. There is an area on the eastern periphery of the village that is more than 
1000m from the Seaside Park. However, the village benefits from access to Groomsport beach. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Groomsport meets the accessibility standards, but the quantity 
of open space per 1,000 people is significantly below the FiT standards. The average quality score is 
just above the ANDBC average scores in other settlements. The Action Plan has made 
recommendations for the upgrading of the Main Street site, to improve the quality of the open space.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Helen’s Bay and Seahill 

Helen’s Bay Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.68 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,390 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.49 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people (excluding 
Crawfordsburn CP) 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 75% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Helen's Bay is located close to Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of 
open space, providing a range of facilities and access to Helen's Bay beach. The North Down coastal 
path, access to the waterfront and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of 
recreation opportunities for the residents of Helen’s Bay. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Helen's Bay meets the accessibility standards. The proximity to 
Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing a range of 
facilities and access to Helen's Bay beach. These sites are not included in the FiT quality standard 
calculations. The average quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements.     

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process for Helen’s Bay and Seahill.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map - Helen’s Bay and Seahill 

 
  



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Open Space Concept Map - Helen’s Bay and Seahill 

 

Seahill Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.89 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,018 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.75 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people  

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 68% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The small residential settlement of Seahill does not contain any parks but contains a small area of 
amenity open space besides the primary school. However, there is a large area of Coastal Parkland 
and access to the waterfront and the  North Down coastal path. The settlement is within the catchment 
of Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing a range 
of facilities. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Seahill meets the accessibility standards, because of the 
proximity to Crawfordsburn Country Park, which contains over 100 hectares of open space, providing 
a range of facilities. The settlement meets the FiT standards for quantity of open space. The average 
quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements.    
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Holywood  

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 142.60 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 11,257 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  23 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

9.57 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 67% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Holywood contains 2 Forest Parks, 2 Town / Historic Parks and Redburn Country Park. Seapark 
Recreational Grounds, and the associated sports facilities, provide a well used recreational resource, 
located along the North Down coastal path. Access to the waterfront along the length of the settlement 
and other pockets of semi-natural open space provide a range of recreation opportunities for the 
residents of Holywood. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Holywood meets the quantity and accessibility standards. The 
average quality score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The Action Plan has made 
recommendations for the upgrading of 2 parks to improve accessibility and environmental quality of 
the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Killinchy 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 1.83 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 539 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  2 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.39 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 72% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Killinchy contains a recently upgraded Local Park (Beechvale Road), which is located within easy 
access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility standards, but does not meet 
the FiT open space standards. However, the recently upgraded Beechvale Road park provides a high 
quality and well used recreational resource for the village. The provision of this facility and good 
accessibility ensures a good provision of open space for the village.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Kircubbin 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 4.04 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 1,153 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  5 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.50 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 72% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Kircubbin contains a Seaside Park, which is located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Kircubbin meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The quantity of open space provision does not 
meet the FiT standard, but the provision of facilities at The Green and access to the beach and 
Strangford Lough provide a range of recreational facilities. The Action Plan includes 
recommendations to improve the quality of this seafront area to extend the recreational opportunity 
and overall quality.    

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Lisbane 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 0.18 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 430 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  1 site 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

0.41 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 53% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Lisbane contains a Local Park, which is located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Lisbane meets the accessibility standard, but does not meet the 
FiT standards for quantity of open space. There is only 1 open space in the village. The audit 
recommends improvements to the quality of the site.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 

 

 

  



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Open Space Concept Map 

 

  



Ards & North Down Borough Council  Technical Report 

 

 
 

 

IronsideFarrar  50777 / 19.05.22 

Millisle 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.59 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,318 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  3 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.27 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 77% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

The village of Millisle is has a Seaside Park, which is located with easy access to the residential areas. 
Its location besides Millisle beach provides a range of recreation opportunities and a draw for visitors 
to the village. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the village meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is significantly higher than in other settlements. The quantity of open space provision does not 
meet the FiT standard. The Action Plan includes recommendations to improve the quality of 
Ballywalter Road Recreational Grounds. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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Newtownards 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 167.57 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 29,170 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  37 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

5.74 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 60% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Newtownards is well provided for with regards to access to a range of parks (Town Parks, Town 
Squares, Neighbourhood Parks, Local Parks and Community Woodlands). The residential areas to 
the north and west of the town are within easy access of Whitespots and Scrabo Country Parks. There 
is a well distributed hierarchy of smaller local parks, play facilities and open spaces throughout the 
urban area. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in the town meets the accessibility and the FiT quantity standards. 
The average quality score is similar to other settlements. The Action Plan has made recommendations 
for the upgrading of a number of open spaces, to improve the quality and function of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Open Space Concept Map 
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Portaferry 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 18.96 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,514 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  10 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

7.54 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 63% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Portaferry contains 2 local parks and 1 Town Park, which provide a range of recreation opportunities. 
The town is also located adjacent to an area of woodland walks (Nugents Wood) and enjoys fine 
views across Strangford Lough from the seafront. There is also access to walks along Rope Walk. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Portaferry meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is similar to other settlements. The quantity of open space per 1,000 people is above the FiT 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of 2 parks to improve 
accessibility and environmental quality of the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites.  

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  

 

Open Space Accessibility Map 
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Portavogie 

Summary Open Space Analysis  

Total Area Open Space (included in the audit database) 7.10 hectares 

Total Population (based on 2011 Census data) 2,122 

Number of open spaces included in the audit  4 sites 

Quantity of Open Space (when compared with the Fields in Trust 
standard of 5.35ha per 1,000 people) 

3.34 hectares of open space 
per 1000 people 

Quality of Open Space  Average quality score of 61% 

Accessibility of Open Space - the settlement meets the accessibility standards 

Portavogie contains a Local Park, a Neighbourhood Park and a Seaside Park, which provide a range 
of recreational activities. The parks are located within easy access of the village residential areas. 

Recommendations 

The current open space resource in Portavogie meets the accessibility standards. The average quality 
score is similar to other settlements. The quantity of open space per 1,000 people is below the FiT 
standards. The Action Plan has made recommendations for the upgrading of 2 open spaces to 
improve accessibility and quality of the open space to extend the recreational value of the sites. 

The following mapping illustrates the accessibility mapping and the concept plan that has emerged from 

the open space strategy assessment process.  
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