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One of the standout jewels in the Northern Ireland tourism sector crown, The Old 
Inn in the heart of Crawfordsburn village, has been synonymous with the Ards 
and North Down area for four centuries.
Set adjacent to the 20 acres of country park, the 400-year-old thatched roof 
property was acquired in 2021 by Galgorm Collection in a multi-million-pound 
deal, with new owners investing a further £2m in further development and 
expansion plans to the property. 
Colin Johnston, from the world-renowned Galgorm Collection, said “The Old Inn 
which once hosted legendary Belfast author CS Lewis, is one of the region’s most 
historic and appealing hotels and our refurbishment works have been carefully 
considered to retain the property’s charm whilst updating the offering and 
experience for a new generation. We have significantly invested in remodelling 
the bar and restaurant area, upgrading room specifications, and constructing a 
brand-new Treetop Spa which will be exclusive for residents.
The property fitted well with The Collections ‘unique destination’ brand and we 
are absolutely thrilled to have a property in North Down. It’s a part of the world 
we felt fitted with the overall connectivity of what we’re trying to achieve with the 
growth of the company, and we believe it has added a new dynamic. Our vision is 
to take this iconic property forward into a new era for tourism and hospitality and 
we are committed to cementing the region’s reputation as a world-class tourism 
destination”. 
Hospitality guru Colin, who has 25 years’ experience, said the mix of exclusivity 
and quality will underpin the £6m investment and drive growth. “We’ve tried 
to play on the characteristics of the exterior of the building; you walk in the 
door to a village pub-type atmosphere similar to hotels in Cornwall, Devon and 
Cotswolds,” he said.
“The dining experience is also at the forefront of our minds, and we want to 
ensure it’s one of the main reasons guests come here, to be known as a gourmet 
destination”. 
The Old Inn, derives considerable support from other businesses in the area. 
“Across our collection of hotels, restaurant and bars we try to work with as many 
local companies as possible. Our view on the Northern Ireland economy is the 
money is made to go round, so if you buy local at some stage it should come 
back to you. That’s our ethos.”

Ards and North Down’s strength 
in the hospitality sector was 
key to the Galgorm Collection’s 
acquisition of The Old Inn. 
Boasting 15 tourist attractions 
– including two of Northern 
Ireland’s top 10 ‘Must Sees’ – 
the region attracts over 1.1m 
visitors annually. With the area’s 
highly skilled workforce, local 
suppliers, proximity to both 
Belfast airports, and Dublin 
International Airport, a seaport, 
lush landscape and beautiful 
coastline, its exceptional location 
will guarantee The Old Inn’s 
continued success in years 
to come.
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A great place to live, work and invest

Ards and 
North Down

Ards and North Down is a proven location for success.

With some of the most enviable assets in terms of companies, people and physical resources, this is a 
thriving centre for business growth.

Located adjacent to Belfast, this borough boasts strong connectivity both in transport links (beside 
Belfast Harbour major port and airports and under 2 hrs to Dublin by road and rail) and a leading digital 
infrastructure. 

Home to a hub of world leaders across a wide range of industries including Creative and Digital, Tourism – 
Hospitality and Leisure, Agri-food, Business / Professional Services, and Advanced Manufacturing. 

With a highly educated skilled workforce, strong retention rates cited by employers and an exceptionally 
high quality of life, it is an ideal choice for professional relocation. 

With an abundance of mixed-use, greenfield and water’s edge investment opportunities backed up by pro-
business Council support, now is the time to locate in Ards and North Down. 

Find out more:	 ANDbusiness.co.uk

Get in touch:	 Email: signaladmin@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk | Tel: +44(0)300 013 3333 

Guests from across Northern Ireland and further afield have given it their 
approval, with proximity to both airports, the port and a cruise hub proving to 
be a big hit. The Old Inn has also received accreditations for excellence and was 
ranked in the prestigious Irish Independent’s ‘Fab 50 Best Places to Stay’ in the 
island of Ireland. 
A bonus is that it’s both far enough away from, yet close enough to Belfast for 
connectivity.
“There’s a corporate element to our guests but there’s the leisure market too,” 
said Colin.
“All of our properties are located close to nature and The Old Inn is no exception, 
located next to the breath-taking country park and picturesque coastline – the 
longest in any council area. That natural landscape and views from the Treetop 
Spa will undoubtedly play a part of the overall package and will be a reason to 
book for summer.”
In addition to local guests, Colin also explains that The Old Inn is attracting 
people from Republic of Ireland and in 2023 was only one of five properties 
joining the prestigious Ireland’s Blue Book Collection of country houses, historic 
hotels, and restaurants. We are also starting to see guests from Great Britain, 
and have a dedicated, highly skilled workforce ready to welcome them.
“The vast majority of our team have been recruited locally,” he said.
“Similarly, we are using fantastic artisan food and drink suppliers from the area to 
give our guests and visitors a cultural insight into the best that Northern Ireland 
has to offer.”
That’s just the start of what promises to be a memorable experience.
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