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Executive Summary 
 

In March 2022, Ards and North Down Borough Council commissioned Social Market Research (SMR) to 
undertake a programme of research to inform a proposal to develop a coastal path / greenway from 
Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee.  The research is based on two elements: a survey of a 
representative sample of 404 Council residents; and a survey of 108 users of the existing North Down 
Coastal Path.  The research was conducted in October and November 2022 and in accordance with the 
ISO202252 Standard.  This report presents the findings from the research.    
 
Key Findings  
 
Council’s Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee 
 
▪ 40% of residents are aware of the Council’s proposal (54% of users of the existing path) 
▪ 76% of residents are supportive of the proposal [78% of users of the existing path] 
▪ 79% of residents see the development of the path as being positive for the area [existing users, 65%] 

 
Current Use of the Existing Coastal Path 
 
▪ 76% of residents use the existing North Down Coastal Path  
▪ 73% of residents who use the existing path use it for walking (dog walking, 21%)  
▪ [existing users: walking, 57%: dog walking, 42%] 
▪ 76% of residents are satisfied with the existing path [existing users: 90%] 
▪ 23% of residents say they use the path on a weekly basis [existing users: 57%] 

 
Future Use of the Coastal Path  
 
▪ 85% of residents say they will use the path if developed [existing users: 98%] 
▪ 79% of residents who say they will use it will use it for walking [existing users: 67%] 
▪ 33% of residents who say they will use it will use it on a weekly basis [existing users: 44%] 

 
Conclusions 
 
This research shows that a majority of residents, and existing users of The North Down Coastal Path, are 
supportive of the Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path / greenway from Kinnegar / Holywood to 
Donaghadee.  Moreover, most residents and current path users, see the Council’s proposal as being a 
positive development for the area.   
 

 The findings also show that a significant number of those consulted use the existing path on a weekly 
basis, with most users satisfied with the existing path.   Walking is the most common reason for using the 
existing path, followed by dog walking. 

 
 If the coastal path were to be developed in line with the Council’s proposal, the research suggests that 

there will be increased use among residents, with almost all current users saying they too would use the 
path.  As with current use, walking was cited as the most common reason for using the redeveloped path.   

 
 Both residents and current users of the path highlighted a range of benefits associated with the existing 

path and the proposed redeveloped path including: health benefits, the provision of open space and the 
scenery, views and beaches.   

 
 The research also provided residents and current path users with opportunities to say how the existing 

path could be improved with these suggestions including: the provision of more bins / dog bins; wider 
paths; improved surfaces; and additional lighting.   

 
 Finally, a relatively small number of residents, and existing path users, were unsupportive of the Council’s 

proposal with their concerns focusing on the environment impacts of redevelopment and a need to 
prioritise spending on other areas.   
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1. Introduction 
 
Ards and North Down Borough Council is proposing to develop a coastal path / greenway from Kinnegar / 
Holywood to Donaghadee.  The proposed Greenway begins at Airport Road West in Kinnegar Holywood and 
ends at The Commons Park in Donaghadee. The route mostly follows the existing North Down Coastal Path 
(NDCP) from Kinnegar to Bangor and then the A2 to Donaghadee. This means that the current path would be 
improved in places as well as building new sections of path.   
 
In March 2022, the Council commissioned Social Market Research (SMR) to undertake a programme of research 
to support the Greenways proposal (Kinnegar to Donaghadee).   This report presents the findings from this 
research.   
 

1.1 Research Focus and Survey Content 
 
The research was based on two elements:  
 
▪ a research exercise with a representative sample of residents to ascertain their views on the 

Council’s proposals to develop a greenway from Kinnegar to Donaghadee; and,  
 

▪ a survey of existing users of the North Down Coastal Path.   
 
The aim of the surveys was to explore the following: 
 
▪ Use of the existing path  
▪ Perceived benefits of the existing path 
▪ Satisfaction with the existing path 
▪ Suggestions on how the existing path could be improved 
▪ Awareness of the Council’s proposal to develop and extend the existing path to Donaghadee 
▪ Likelihood of using the path if developed by the Council 
▪ Views on the proposal to develop and extend the existing path 
▪ Suggestions for further improvements to the proposed new coastal path 
▪ Support for the proposal to develop and extend the path from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee   
▪ Any further comments on the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar/Holywood to Donaghadee   

 
Copies of the survey questionnaires are included as Appendix 1. 

 
1.2 Survey Methodology 
 

Residents’ Survey 
 
The survey is based on a representative sample of 404 residents aged 16+, with quotas applied for age, 
gender, social class and District Electoral Area.  The survey was conducted using Computer Assisted 
Telephone Interviewing or CATI (a profile of the sample is included in Appendix 2).  Fieldwork on the survey 
was conducted between 21 October and 5 November 2022.  All interviews were conducted by telephone with 
interviewers briefed before the commencement of fieldwork.   
 
Coastal Path User Survey 
 
The survey is based on a sample of 108 users of the existing coastal path.  The survey was conducted on a 
face to face basis using Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI).  Fieldwork was undertaken between 
the 15th and 19th of October 2022 (a profile of the sample is included in Appendix 2).   
 
The research was conducted in line with ISO20252 of which Social Market Research (SMR) is fully accredited.   

 
1.3 Notes on Reporting 
 
 Please note that due to rounding, row and column totals in tables and figures may not sum to 100. Also, 

please note that any differences between respondent subgroups alluded to in the report commentary are 
statistically significant at the 95% confidence level.  The use of [-] within tables denotes less than 1%.   
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2. Survey of Residents 
 
2.1 Current Use of the Coastal Path by Residents 
 
 Residents were asked if they currently  use the existing North Down Coastal Path which runs between Airport 

Road West in Kinnegar Holywood to Bangor, and travels through Seahill, Helen’s Bay, Crawfordsburn, 
Brompton Bay through to Pickie Park in Bangor.  

 
 Figure 2.1 shows that 74% of residents said they use the existing North Down Coastal Path, with 7% using it 

daily, 16% several times a week, 17% several times a month, 10% once a month and 25% less often.   
 

 
 
Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups were more likely to say they use the existing North Down Coastal Path 
 

▪ Residents aged under 65 (18-34, 77%:  35-64, 77%: 65+, 62%)  
▪ ABC1 residents (79% vs. C2DE, 70%) 
▪ Non-disabled residents (78% vs. 59%) 
▪ Economically active residents (79% vs. 67%) 
▪ Relatively better educated residents (low, 61%: medium, 86%: high, 78%)1 

2.1.1 Reasons for Using The North Down Coastal Path 

 
Among those who said they use the North Down Coastal Path (n=299), 73% said they use it for walking, 
21% for dog walking, 18% for running, 15% for cycling and 1% for commuting to work.  Three percent 
said they use the path for other things2. 
 

 

 
1 Note that educational attainment level has been classified as followed to facilitate data analysis:  low (O Level or below): medium (A Level or ONC 
/ BTEC): high (higher education). 
2 Included: family outings (n=3); when at Pickie (n=1); with grandchildren (n=3); scooter (n=1); and walking with friends (n=1). 
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2.1.2 Single Most Important Benefit of The North Down Coastal Path 

 
Residents who currently use the path were asked to say what is the single most important benefit of the path 
to them, with the most common benefits being: getting out for exercise / health reasons (26%); and to get 
fresh air / outdoors / open spaces (15%).  
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2.1.3 Suggestions on How The North Down Coastal Path Can be Improved  

 
Residents who currently use the coastal path made a number of suggestions for improving the existing 
path, and the most common included: more bins / dog bins (25%); wider paths (23%); improved path 
maintenance (16%); and additional lighting along the path (13%).   
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2.1.4 Satisfaction with the Existing North Down Coastal Path 

 
Approximately three out of four (76%) residents who use the existing path said they are satisfied with it (very 
satisfied, 21%: satisfied, 55%), with 22% neither satisfied nor dissatisfied and 2% dissatisfied3.  One percent 
were undecided.   
 

 
 
2.2 Resident Awareness of Council Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path 
 
 As part of the survey, residents were provided with the following information on the Council’s 

proposal to develop the existing North Down Coastal Path: 
  

Ards and North Down Borough Council is proposing to develop a coastal path / greenway from 
Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee.  The proposed Greenway begins at Airport Road West in 
Kinnegar Holywood and ends at The Commons Park in Donaghadee. The route mostly follows 
the existing North Down Coastal Path (NDCP) from Kinnegar to Bangor and then the A2 to 
Donaghadee. This means that the current path would be improved in places as well as building 
new sections of path.   

 
 Figure 2.6 shows that less than half (40%) of residents were aware of the Council’s proposal to develop 

the existing coastal path.   
 

 
 

Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups were more likely to say they were aware of the Council proposal to redevelop the 
path:  
 

▪ Residents aged 35-64 (18-34, 29%:  35-64, 47%: 65+, 36%)  
▪ ABC1 residents (49% vs. C2DE, 32%) 
▪ Those with dependents (48% vs. 33%) 
▪ Economically active residents (45% vs. 32%) 
▪ Those living within a mile of the path (within 1 mile, 49%: 1-3 miles, 37%: more than 3 miles, 30%) 
▪ Those living in Bangor East and Donaghadee (69%) (compared with an average of 40% for all areas) 

 
3 Reasons for dissatisfaction included: can be unlevel in places and dangerous (n=1); it’s boring and not many people use it (n=1); it’s not great to 
look at and nowhere for dogs to get a good run (n=1); not great to get to and needs a good tidy up (n=1); and there is no light; we run with head 
torches; poles up but no light in them (n=1). 
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2.3 Likelihood of Using the Coastal Path when Developed 
 
 Among all residents, 72% said they would be likely to use the path when developed in line with the 

Council’s proposal (very likely, 38%: likely, 34%).   
 
 Fifteen percent (15%) said they would be unlikely to use the coastal path (unlikely, 3%: very unlikely, 

12%), with 14% undecided.   
 

 
 

Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups were more likely to say they would be likely to use the path when developed in line 
with the Council’s proposal 
 

▪ Residents aged 35-64 (18-34, 72%:  35-64, 79%: 65+, 54%)  
▪ ABC1 residents (78% vs. C2DE, 67%) 
▪ Non-disabled residents (78% vs. 48%) 
▪ Those with dependents (81% vs. 65%) 
▪ Economically active residents (80% vs. 57%) 
▪ Relatively better educated residents (low, 61%: medium, 86%: high, 78%)4 
▪ Those living within a mile of the path (within 1 mile, 84%: 1-3 miles, 70%: more than 3 miles, 55%) 

2.3.1 Reasons for Being Unlikely to Use the Coastal Path 

 
Those residents (n=57) who said they are unlikely to use the path were asked why this is with poor 
mobility / health issues etc. being the most common reason cited (n=14).   
 

▪ Poor mobility / can't walk too far / health issues / too old (n=14); 
▪ Don’t use it (n=6); 
▪ it’s too far away to be practical (n=6); 
▪ No time (n=5); 
▪ Don’t go out walking (n=4); 
▪ Don't go out much / can't go out (n=3) 
▪ Always in work / working (n=3); 
▪ No interest (n=3); 
▪ Can’t get out much now (n=2); 
▪ Don’t like that dogs are poisoned on greenways.  Read it on Facebook all the time. Dog poo is not lifted (n=1); 
▪ Get exercise at work (n=1); 
▪ I think it would destroy it and it’s a waste of money (n=1); 
▪ I would walk in woods with dogs as there isn't as many people (n=1); 
▪ It’s not safe no lights dangerous for women walking on their own (n=1); 
▪ Never heard of it (n=1); 

▪ Plenty to walk in the country (n=1); 

 

 
4 Note that educational attainment level has been classified as followed to facilitate data analysis:  low (O Level or below): medium (A Level or ONC 
/ BTEC): high (higher education). 
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2.3.2 Reasons for Being Likely to Use the Coastal Path  

 
Those who said they would be likely to use the path (n=291) were most likely to say they would use it 
for walking (79%), 24% would use it for dog walking, 21% for cycling, 21% for running and 1% for 
commuting to work.  Two percent said they would use the path for other reasons5. 
 

 

2.3.3 Likely Frequency of Using the Coastal Path 

 
If constructed, 8% of residents said they would use the coastal path on a daily basis, 25% would use it 
several times a week, 27% several times a month, 15% once a month and 11% less often.  Fifteen percent 
said they would not use the coastal path.   
 

 
 

Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups indicated that they would use the path more often (i.e. at least weekly): 
 

▪ Residents aged 35-64 (18-34, 32%:  35-64, 38%: 65+, 17%)  
▪ ABC1 residents (40% vs. C2DE, 25%) 
▪ Non-disabled residents (38% vs. 11%) 
▪ Those with dependents (40% vs. 26%) 
▪ Economically active residents (37% vs. 21%) 
▪ Better educated residents (low, 20%: medium, 28%: high, 47%)6 
▪ Those living within a mile of the path (within 1 mile, 39%: 1-3 miles, 31%: more than 3 miles, 23%) 
▪ Those living in Holywood and Clandeboye (49%) (compared with an average of 33% for all areas) 

 
5 Included:  grandchildren outings (n=3); meeting friends (n=1); scooter user (n=1); sea swimming (n=1). 
6 Note that educational attainment level has been classified as followed to facilitate data analysis:  low (O Level or below): medium (A Level or ONC 
/ BTEC): high (higher education). 
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2.4 Resident Perception of the Proposed Development of the Coastal Path 
 
Almost eight out of ten (79%) residents believe that a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 
Donaghadee will be a positive development for the area, 3% said it would not and 18% were undecided.   
 

 
 
Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups were more likely to see a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee as a 
positive development for the area:  
 

▪ Residents aged 35-64 (18-34, 75%:  35-64, 84%: 65+, 70%)  
▪ ABC1 residents (87% vs. C2DE, 72%) 
▪ Non-disabled residents (82% vs. 71%) 
▪ Economically active residents (83% vs. 72%) 
▪ Relatively better educated residents (low, 63%: medium, 89%: high, 90%)7 
▪ Those living within a mile of the path (within 1 mile, 87%: 1-3 miles, 79%: more than 3 miles, 67%) 
▪ Those living in the Ards Peninsula (100%) (compared with an average of 79% for all areas) 

  

 
7 Note that educational attainment level has been classified as followed to facilitate data analysis:  low (O Level or below): medium (A Level or ONC 
/ BTEC): high (higher education). 
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2.4.1 Reasons Why Coastal Path Perceived as a Positive Development for the Area 

 
The most common reasons why residents believe that a redeveloped coastal path will be a positive 
development for the area included: good / positive development for the area (19%); good for the area 
and people / families living near it (16%); will encourage people to get out more (9%); and will provide 
extra green space and longer more enjoyable walks (7%). 
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2.5 Suggested Further Improvements for the Proposed Coastal Path 
 
 Residents were asked if they had suggestions on any further improvements they would like to see along 

the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee, with the most common 
suggestions including:  wider paths with defined walking and cycling lanes (19%); more seating / picnic 
areas (19%); additional lighting (18%); and improve and maintain paths (13%).   
 

 
 
  

7

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

3

4

6

10

11

12

13

18

19

19

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Other

Put up CCTV

Introduce wardens

Extend path further

Cut back foilage from path

More landscaped areas

Keep the area clean/well maintained

More car parking

Improve safety

Better accessibility/ramps/hand rails

Toilets

More activities - water sports, bird watching, exercise
machines, play parks, yoga area

More general use bins

More dog waste bins

Refreshment outlets

Improve and maintain paths

Put up additional lighting

More seating and picnic areas

Widened paths with defined walking and cycling lanes

Figure 2.12: Suggestions for futher improvements to the proposed coastal path? 
(base=140) 

%

http://www.socialmarketresearch.co.uk/


Ards and North Down District Council:  Greenways Research (Kinnegar to Donaghadee) (2022) 

www.socialmarketresearch.co.uk                                                                                14 

2.6 Support for Proposal to Develop a Coastal Path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee 
 
 More than three out of four (76%) residents said they are supportive of Ards and North Down Borough 

Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee (very supportive, 
52%: supportive, 24%).   

 
Five percent (5%) are unsupportive (not very supportive, 2%: not at all supportive, 3%).  Approximately 
one in five (19%) are undecided. 

 

 
 
Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following groups were more likely to say they are supportive of the Council’s proposal to 
develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee: 

 
▪ ABC1 residents (85% vs. C2DE, 68%) 
▪ Those with dependents (85% vs. 69%) 
▪ Relatively better educated residents (low, 63%: medium, 88%: high, 85%)8 
▪ Those living in the Ards Peninsula (100%) (compared with an average of 76% for all areas) 
▪ Residents who currently use the existing path (83% vs. 57%) 

 
  

 
8 Note that educational attainment level has been classified as followed to facilitate data analysis:  low (O Level or below): medium (A Level or ONC 
/ BTEC): high (higher education). 
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Figure 2.13: Overall, how supportive are you of Ards and North Down Borough 
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2.6.1 Reasons for Being Supportive of the Council’s Proposal 

 
The most common reasons for being supportive of the Council’s proposal to develop the coastal plan 
included:  it is a good / positive development for the area (34%); good for the area and people and 
families living near it (9%); and brings communities together (8%).   
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Figure 2.14: Reaons for being supportive of Ards and North Down Borough 
Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 

Donaghadee? (base=303) 
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2.6.2 Reasons for Being Unsupportive of the Council’s Proposal 

 
The reasons why some residents are unsupportive of the proposal included:  not using the path (n=1); 
not a good idea / waste of money (n=3); money should be spent on improving NHS and schools (n=1); 
Council never seems to do much (n=1); no interest (n=3); spend money wisely (n=1); existing path not 
maintained (n=1); very lazy (Council) – overgrown (n=1); very slow at doing jobs (Council) (n=1); and 
want the Council to clean up the moss around my home – area around it is terrible (n=1). 

2.6.3 Reasons for Being Unsure about the Council’s Proposal 

 
The reasons why some residents answered ‘don’t know’ included:  don’t know a lot about it (n=2); don’t 
know if it needs it (n=1); don’t know if money should be spent elsewhere (n=3); no interest (n=4); don’t 
know anything about the Council (n=5); don’t know if anyone would walk that far but suppose it is for 
young people and families (n=1); don’t do much myself (n=1); don’t think it should be developed if cost 
outweighs the benefits (n=1); don’t use it and will not use it (n=1); agoraphobic (n=1); haven’t used path 
so don’t know (n=2); not sure what use throwing money at it will do for the community (n=1); money is 
short at the moment (n=1); moving from the area (n=1); never out of the house (n=2); not sure it needs 
improved and wouldn’t want wildlife disturbed (n=1); think we need money invested in hospitals more 
(n=1); and wouldn’t like them to go on farmland (n=1).  
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2.7 Final Comments on the Council’s Proposal 
 
 Residents were asked if they had any final comments on the proposed coastal path with the most 

common being: more / improved lighting (13%); and more bins along the route (13%).  
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3. Survey of Coastal Path Users 
 

3.1 Current Use of the Coastal Path by Users 
 
  Figure 3.1 shows that 18% of current users said they use the existing North Down Coastal Path on a daily 

basis, 39% use it several times a week, 22% several times a month, 5% monthly and 17% use it less often.  
 

 
 
Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following were more likely to use the coastal path on a daily basis:  
 

▪ Older users (18-34, 40%:  35-64, 49%: 65+, 86%)  
▪ Users who are residents of the Council (66% vs. 11%) 
▪ Users living within 1 mile of the path (within 1 mile, 87%: 1-3 miles, 35%: more than 3 miles, 19%) 

3.1.1 Reasons for Using The North Down Coastal Path 

 
Among existing coastal path users, 57% said they use it for walking, 42% for dog walking, 13% for 
running, 6% for cycling and 1% for commuting to work.   
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3.1.2 Single Most Important Benefit of The North Down Coastal Path 

 
Existing path users said that getting out for exercise / health reasons (18%), and getting fresh air / outdoors / 
open spaces (15%), are the most important benefits of the path.   
 

 

3.1.3 User Satisfaction with The North Down Coastal Path 

 
Nine out of ten (90%) users of the existing coastal path said they are satisfied with the path (very satisfied, 
51%: satisfied, 39%), with 6% neither satisfied nor dissatisfied and 4% dissatisfied9.  Note that there were no 
significant differences in level of satisfaction between different user groups (i.e. between men and women, 
different age groups etc.) 
 

 
 
 

 

 
9 Reasons for dissatisfaction included: not enough bins (n=1); not enough space to cycle and a lot of dog fouling (n=1); poor surface (n=1); too many 
nasty people growling at dogs – the path should be for everyone (n=1).  
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3.1.4 Suggestions on How The North Down Coastal Path Can be Improved  

 
Current users of the coastal path made a number of suggestions for improving the path, and the most 
common included: widen the path (24%); more bins / empty bins regularly (20%); better maintained 
path surface (15%); and separate defined cyclist path / lane (14%).   
 

 
 

3.2 Resident Awareness of Council’s Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path 
 
 As part of the survey, users of the existing path were informed that Ards and North Down Borough 

Council is proposing to develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee.  This means 
that the current path would be improved in places as well as building new sections of path.   

 
With this information, current path users were asked if they were aware of the Council’s proposal, 
with 54% saying they were aware and 46% saying they were unaware of the proposal.   
 
Existing path users who are Council residents, were more likely to be aware of the proposal (61% vs. 
21%).   
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3.2.1 Reasons for Being Likely to Use the Coastal Path  

 
Current path users said that if the coastal path were to be developed in line with the Council’s proposal, 
they would be most likely to use it for walking (67%), with 40% saying they would use it for dog walking, 
12% for cycling, 8% for running and 2% for commuting to work.  Two percent said they wouldn’t use it,   
 

 

3.2.2 Frequency of Using the Coastal Path among Current Users 

 
If constructed, 98% of existing path users said they would use the redeveloped path, with 12% saying 
they would do so on a daily basis.   
 
Approximately one in three (32%) said they would use the new path several times a week, 28% several 
times a month, 4% once a month and 22% less often.  Two percent said they would not use the coastal 
path.   
 

 
 

Statistically Significant Differences between Respondent Groups 
 
The following path users indicated that they would use the path more often (i.e. at least weekly): 
 

▪ Residents more than non-residents (52% vs. 5%) 
▪ Those living within a mile of the path (within 1 mile, 57%: 1-3 miles, 45%: more than 3 miles, 15%) 
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3.3 User Perception of the Proposed Development of the Coastal Path 
 
Almost two out of three (65%) current users believe that a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 
Donaghadee will be a positive development for the area, 7% said it will not be a positive development 
and 28% were undecided.   
 
Note that there were no statistically significant differences in response to this question between 
different path user groups (i.e. by gender, age group, resident and non-resident etc.). 
 

 

3.3.1 Reasons Why Coastal Path Perceived as a Positive Development for the Area 

 
The most common reasons why current path users believe that the coastal path will be a positive 
development for the area included: longer path / good for commuting / connecting areas / longer route 
for cyclists and runners (22%): and it will encourage more people to get out and about more (19%).   
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Figure 3.9: Do you feel that a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 
Donaghadee will be a positive development for the area? (base=108) 
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3.3.2 Reasons Why Coastal Path Not Perceived as a Positive Development for the Area 

 
A small number (n=8) of current users listed reasons why the proposed coastal path would not be a positive 
development for the area and these included: money could be spent on more important things (n=1); the 
proposal could have a negative impact on wildlife (n=5); and a need to avoid damaging the natural look of the 
area (n=2).   

 
3.4 Suggested Further Improvements for the Proposed Coastal Path 
 
 Approximately one in four (24%) current path users suggested further improvements they would like to 

see along the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee, with these suggestions 
listed on a verbatim basis below: 

  

▪ A coffee shop  

 
▪ A small train running along from Belfast to Donaghadee; stopping at points of interest / good for tourism    

 
▪ Bins for dog waste and water taps for dogs / more bins in general  

 
▪ Green areas; somewhere to place and dispose of hot BBQ for safety reasons    
 
▪ Bird watching enclosure    
 
▪ Boat trips; things for kids to do in the water; encourage people to respect wildlife, birdwatching stations    
 
▪ Coffee areas and more seats and bins     
 
▪ Fixe for wheelchair use    
 
▪ Good car parking  facilities    
 
▪ More cafés or vans for hot food    
 
▪ More eating places to enjoy coffee / lunch overlooking the sea    
 
▪ Notice boards explaining wildlife etc.  
 
▪ Offer things to do along the route for kids and tourists    
 
▪ Park areas for children    
 
▪ Parks   
 
▪ Pathways wide enjoy; for pram cyclists etc.    
 
▪ Seating areas    
 
▪ Seating areas; safer pathways    
 
▪ Separate cycle lane from the path    
 
▪ Shelters and seating areas   
  
▪ Some areas to sit and relax    
 
▪ Stop off areas    
 
▪ Stop off places to encourage people to use areas of interest like the museum    
 
▪ Water sport areas    
 
▪ Wider and better paths   
 
▪ Wider pathways more water sports 
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3.5 Support for Proposal to Develop a Coastal Path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee 
 
 More than three out of four (78%) current coastal path users said they are supportive of Ards and North 

Down Borough Council’s proposal to develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee 
(very supportive, 39%: supportive, 39%).  Eleven percent (11%) are unsupportive (not very supportive, 
6%: not at all supportive, 5%).  Twelve percent (12%) are undecided. 

 
Note that there were no statistically significant differences in the level of support for the Councils’ 
proposal between different path user groups (i.e. by gender, age group, resident and non-resident etc.). 

 

 

3.5.1 Reasons for Being Supportive of the Council’s Proposal 

 
The most common reasons for being supportive of the Council’s proposal to develop the coastal path 
included:  it is a positive development / good idea (17%); it encourages people to get out and about 
walking (12%); and it will be good for the area / community (12%). 
 

 

3.5.2 Reasons for Being Unsupportive or Undecided about the Council’s Proposal 

 
The most common reasons (n=9) for being unsupportive or undecided about the Council’s proposal to 
develop the coastal path included:  the path is fine the way it is and there is no need to change it (n=4); 
and the proposal will damage nature/affect wildlife negatively (n=5). 
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3.6 Final Comments on the Council’s Proposal 
 
 A small number of existing coastal path users made additional comments and these included: providing 

areas to have food and drinks (n=1); there are health benefits (n=2); a reluctance to have crowds of 
people on narrow pathways (n=1); should use the path to promote tourism (n=1); take wildlife into 
consideration when improving (n=1); and a wish not to see natural wildlife affected and maybe more 
protection of species especially birds in nesting seasons (n=1).   
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

RESIDENT SURVEY 

 
Greenways Research (Kinnegar to Donaghadee) 

 

 

V4 

 

13 OCTOBER 2022 

 

 

 
 

3 Wellington Park 

Belfast 

BT9 6DJ 

 

T: 02890 923362 

F: 02890 923334 

 

info@socialmarketresearch.co.uk 

www.socialmarketresearch.co.uk 
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: 
 
Hello and good morning / afternoon I am calling you on behalf of Ards and North Down Borough Council. My name is 
XXXX from Social Market Research and we are conducting a survey on resident’s views on the North Down Coastal 
Path which currently stretches from Kinnegar / Holywood to Bangor.   
 
Your responses will be confidential and your rights are protected under GDPR.  You don't have to answer any question 
you don't want to, and you can end the interview at any time.  Please be as honest as possible in your response. 
Remember that there are no right or wrong answers.  If you have questions about this survey, I will provide you with a 
telephone number for you to call to get more information. 
 

X1. This call may be recorded for training and quality purposes are you happy with this? (Single Code) 
   

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
X2. Are you happy to consent to take part in the survey? (Single Code) 
 

Yes, continue 1 

Yes, but not at this time and arrange a callback 2 

No – terminate interview (thank and close) 3 

Other (please specify) 4 

 
X3. INTERVIEWER:  Insert your interviewer ID number 

  

 

 
X4. INTERVIEWER:  Insert Sample Number 
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 Section A:  Using the North Down Coastal Path 
 
 The North Down Coastal Path currently runs between Airport Road West in Kinnegar Holywood to Bangor.  

The path travels through Seahill, Helen’s Bay, Crawfordsburn, Brompton Bay through to Pickie Park in 
Bangor.    

 
A1. Can I start by asking you how often you use this coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Daily 1 

Several times a week 2 

Several times a month 3 

Once a month 4 

Less often 5 

Never use the path 6 

 
 ASK IF A1 NE 6 
A2. What do you currently use this coastal path for? (Select all that apply) 
  

Walking 1 

Running 2 

Cycling 3 

Commuting to work 4 

Dog walking 5 

Other (please specify) 6 

 
 ASK IF A1 NE 6 
A3. What is the single most important benefit of this path to you? 
  

 
 

 
 ASK IF A1 NE 6 
A4. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with this coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Very satisfied 1 

Satisfied 2 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 3 

Dissatisfied 4 

Very dissatisfied 5 

Don’t know 6 

 
 ASK IF A4 EQ 4 OR 5 
A5. Why are you dissatisfied? 
  

 
 

 
 ASK IF A1 NE 6 
A6. Do you have any suggestions on how this coastal path could be improved? (Single Code) 
  

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
 ASK IF A6 EQ 1 
A7. How could this coastal path be improved? 
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 Section B:  Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path from Kinnegar to Donaghadee 
 
B1. Ards and North Down Borough Council is proposing to develop a coastal path / greenway from Kinnegar / 

Holywood to Donaghadee.  The proposed Greenway begins at Airport Road West in Kinnegar Holywood and 
ends at The Commons Park in Donaghadee. The route mostly follows the existing North Down Coastal Path 
(NDCP) from Kinnegar to Bangor and then the A2 to Donaghadee. This means that the current path would be 
improved in places as well as building new sections of path.  Before taking part in the survey, were you aware 
of this? (Single Code) 

 

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
B2. If the coastal path were to be developed in line with the Council’s proposal, how likely is it that you would 

use the path? 
 

Very likely 1 

Likely 2 

Unlikely 3 

Very unlikely 4 

Don’t know 5 

 
 ASK IF B2 EQ 3 OR 4 
B3. Why do you say that? 
  

 
 

 
 ASK IF B2 EQ 1 OR 2 
B4. What would you use the path for? (Select all that apply) 
  

Walking 1 

Running 2 

Cycling 3 

Commuting to work 4 

Dog walking 5 

Other (please specify) 6 

 
B5. If constructed, how often do you think you would use the proposed coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Daily 1 

Several times a week 2 

Several times a month 3 

Once a month 4 

Less often 5 

Never 6 

  
B6. Do you feel that a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee will be a positive development for 

the area? (Single Code) 
  

Yes 1 

No 2 

Don’t know 3 

  
 ASK IF B6 EQ 1 OR 2 
B7. Why do you say that? 
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B8. Do you have any suggestions on any further improvements you would like to see along the proposed coastal 
path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee? (Single Code) 

  

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
  ASK IF B8 EQ 1 
B9. Please say what these are. 
  

 
 

 
B10. Overall, how supportive are you of Ards and North Down Borough Council’s proposal to develop a coastal 

path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee? (Single Code) 
  

Very supportive 1 

Supportive 2 

Not very supportive 3 

Not at all supportive 4 

Don’t know 5 

 
B11. Why do you say that? 
 

 
 

 
B12. Please list any other comments on the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 

Donaghadee which you feel are important.   
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Section C:  About You  
  

  Finally, in this final part of the survey I will ask you some questions about yourself.   
 
C1. Are you...? (Single Code)  

 

Male Female Transgender Prefer not to say 

1 2 3 4 

 
C2. What age are you?  INTERVIEWER RECORD AGE: 

 

 

 
C3. Are your day-to-day activities limited because of a health problem or disability which has lasted, or is 

expected to last, at least 12 months?  Include problems related to old age. (Single Code)  

Yes, limited a lot 1 

Yes, limited a little 2 

No 3 

Prefer not to say 4 

  
C4. What is your community background. (Single Code)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
C5. What is your ethnic group? (Single Code)  

 

White 1 

Chinese 2 

Irish Traveller 3 

Indian 4 

Pakistani 5 

Bangladeshi 6 

Black Caribbean 7 

Black African 8 

Black Other 9 

Mixed ethnic group (please specify) [pop up 
box] 

10 

 

C6.     Do you have dependants or caring responsibilities for family members or other persons? (Single Code) 

 
 
 
  

I am a member of the Protestant community 1 

I am a member of the Roman Catholic community 2 

I am not a member of either the Protestant or the Roman Catholic 
communities 

3 

Yes 1 

No 2 
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ASK IF E6 EQ 1  
C7. Please indicate which of the following caring responsibilities you have.  (Code all that apply)  
 

A child or children 1 

A person with a disability 2 

An elderly person 3 

Other (please specify) [pop up box] 
 

4 

 
C8. Are you currently.? (Single Code) 
 

Employed full-time 1 

Employed part-time 2 

Unemployed 3 

Self-employed 4 

Full-time homemaker 5 

Retired 6 

Still studying 7 

Disabled or too ill to work 8 

Prefer not to say 9 

 
C9. What is the occupation of the chief income earner in your household?  INTERVIEWER RECORD OCCUPATION 

 

 
 

 
C10. INTERVIEWER RECORD SEG OF CHIEF INCOME EARNER: (Single Code) 

 

A B C1 C2 D E 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
C11. What is the highest level of education qualifications you have obtained? (Single Code) 
 

Degree or higher degree (or currently studying for a degree or higher degree)a 1 

Higher education qualification below degree level 2 

A-levels (or equivalent) 3 

ONC/BTEC 4 

O-level or GCSE equivalent (Grade A-C) 6 

O-level or GCSE (Grade D-G) 7 

No formal qualifications 8 

Other (please specify) [pop up box] 
 

9 

Prefer not to say 10 

 
C12. Please confirm which of the following areas you live in? Single code only 

  

Ards Peninsula 1 

Bangor West and Central 2 

Bangor East And Donaghadee 3 

Comber 4 

Holywood And Clandeboye 5 

Newtownards 6 
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C13. Please say if any of the following apply to you. 
  

I work in this local area / have a business in this area (please specify the location you work / business) 1 

I am a local councillor/elected member (please specify the area you represent) 2 

I belong to a local group/community/voluntary organisation (please say which area you group is based) 3 

None of the above apply to me 4 

 
C14. How far do you live from the North Down Coastal Path? (Single Code) 
  

Within a quarter of a mile 1 

Within half a mile 2 

Within a mile 3 

1-3 miles 4 

4-5 miles 5 

6-10 miles 6 

More than 10 miles 7 

 
 

THANK AND CLOSE 
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: 
 

Hello and good morning / afternoon my name is XXXX and I am carrying out a short survey on behalf of Ards 
and North Down Borough Council.  The Council is interested in the views of those who use the North Down 
Coastal Path.  As a user of the pathway your views will feed into a wider Council consultation. 
 
Your responses will be anonymous and confidential and your rights are protected under GDPR.  You don’t 
have to answer any question you don’t want to, and you can end the interview at any time.  Please be as 
honest as possible in your response. Remember that there are no right or wrong answers.  If you have 
questions about this survey, I will provide you with a Council telephone number for you to call to get more 
information. 
 

X1. Are you happy to consent to take part in the survey? (Single Code) 
 

Yes, continue 1 

No – terminate interview (thank and close) 2 

 
X2. INTERVIEWER:  Insert your interviewer ID number 
  

 

 
X3. INTERVIEWER:  Insert Point Number 
  

 

 

X4. Details of Interview: 
 

Time of interview  

Date of interview  
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 Section A:  Using the North Down Coastal Path 
 
A1. Can I start by asking you how often you use this coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Daily 1 

Several times a week 2 

Several times a month 3 

Once a month 4 

Less often 5 

 
A2. What do you currently use this coastal path for? (Select all that apply) 
  

Walking 1 

Running 2 

Cycling 3 

Commuting to work 4 

Dog walking 5 

Other (please specify) 6 

 
A3. What is the single most important benefit of this path to you? 
  

 
 

 
A4. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with this coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Very satisfied 1 

Satisfied 2 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 3 

Dissatisfied 4 

Very dissatisfied 5 

Don’t know 6 

 
 ASK IF A4 EQ 4 OR 5 
A5. Why are you dissatisfied? 
  

 
 

 
A6. Do you have any suggestions on how this coastal path could be improved? (Single Code) 
  

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
 ASK IF A6 EQ 1 
A7. How could this coastal path be improved? 
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 Section B:  Proposal to Develop the Coastal Path from Kinnegar to Donaghadee 
 
B1. Ards and North Down Borough Council is proposing to develop a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 

Donaghadee.  This means that the current path would be improved in places as well as building new sections 
of path.  Before taking part in the survey, were you aware of this? (Single Code) 

 

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
B2. If the coastal path were to be developed in line with the Council’s proposal, what would you use the path for? 

(Select all that apply) 
  

Walking 1 

Running 2 

Cycling 3 

Commuting to work 4 

Dog walking 5 

Other (please specify) 6 

 
B3. If constructed, how often do you think you would use the proposed coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Daily 1 

Several times a week 2 

Several times a month 3 

Once a month 4 

Less often 5 

Never 6 

  
B4. Do you feel that a coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee will be a positive development for 

the area? (Single Code) 
  

Yes 1 

No 2 

Don’t know 3 

  
 ASK IF B4 EQ 1 OR 2 
B5. Why do you say that? 
  

 
 

 
B6. Do you have any suggestions on any further improvements you would like to see along the proposed coastal 

path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee? (Single Code) 
  

Yes 1 

No 2 

 
  ASK IF B6 EQ 1 
B7. Please say what these are. 
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B8. Overall, how supportive are you of Ards and North Down Borough Council’s proposal to develop a coastal 
path from Kinnegar / Holywood to Donaghadee? (Single Code) 

  

Very supportive 1 

Supportive 2 

Not very supportive 3 

Not at all supportive 4 

Don’t know 5 

 
B9. Why do you say that? 
 

 
 

 
B10. Please list any other comments on the proposed coastal path from Kinnegar / Holywood to 

Donaghadee which you feel are important.   

 
 
 
 

  

Section C:  About You  
  

 Finally, I would like to ask a few questions about you.  This will allow us to analyse the results by different 
groups.   

 

C1. Are you...?  (Single Code) 
 

Male Female Prefer not to say 

1 2 3 

 
C2. What age are you?   
 

 
 

 
C3. Please say if any of the following apply to you. 
  

I am a resident of Ards and North Down Borough Council (please specify the area you live in) 1 

I work in this local area / have a business in this area (please specify the location you work / business) 2 

I am a local councillor/elected member (please specify the area you represent) 3 

I belong to a local group/community/voluntary organisation (please say which area you group is based) 4 

 
C4. How far do you live from the coastal path? (Single Code) 
  

Within a quarter of a mile 1 

Within half a mile 2 

Within a mile 3 

1-3 miles 4 

4-5 miles 5 

6-10 miles 6 

More than 10 miles 7 

 
C5.  Finally, what is occupation of the head of your household? 
  

 
 

 
THANK AND CLOSE 
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Resident Survey Sampling and Profile 
 

Given the importance of the survey, and the contribution of the survey results to providing the Council with a 
robust evidence base, it was essential that the sampling methodology produced survey results representative 
of all residents aged 16+ across the Borough.   
 
To this end, the survey was conducted using quota sampling with tightly controlled quotas applied for resident: 
age; sex; social class; and, location within the Borough.  Table 1.1 presents the sample profile compared with 
known population parameters and shows that sample estimates are broadly in line with census estimates.  The 
95% Confidence Intervals are also presented. 
 

Table 1.1 Sample Profile Compared with Ards and North Down Population (aged 16+) [N=404] 
 

 Population 
(%) 

Sample  
(%) 

Sex Male 48 48 

Female 52 52 

 

Age 16-34 28 25 

35 to 64 50 55 

65+ 22 20 

 

Social Class10 ABC1 55 48 

C2DE 45 52 

 

District 
Electoral Area 

Comber 12 13 

Bangor East and Donaghadee 18 19 

Newtownards 15 14 

Bangor West 12 12 

Bangor Central 15 15 

Holywood and Clandeboye 13 13 

Ards Peninsula 15 15 

Source:  Northern Ireland Census of Population 

 
 The survey was conducted using Computer Assisted Telephone Interviewing.  Fieldwork on the survey was 

conducted between 21 October and 5 November 2022.  Interviewers were briefed before the commencement 
of fieldwork with the project completed to the ISO20252 Standard.  

 
 
  
  

 
10 Social class definition based on the National Readership Survey (NRS) and used widely in market research to classify occupations (A: upper middle 
class; B: middle class; C1: lower middle class; C2: skilled working class; D: working class; E: non-working) 
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User Survey Sampling and Profile 
 

The survey of coastal path users was conducted on a face to face basis between  15th and 19th of October 2022.  
Every third user on the path was approached for interview.  Table 1.2 provides an overview of the profile of 
the achieved sample in terms of sex, age, social class and area of residence.   

 

Table 1.2 Sample Of Costal Path Users (aged 16+) [N=108] 
 

 Sample  
(%) 

n 

Sex Male 52 56 

Female 48 52 

 

Age 16-34 23 25 

35 to 64 51 55 

65+ 26 28 

 

Social Class11 ABC1 57 62 

C2DE 43 46 

 

Area Bangor 49 53 

Holywood 24 26 

Helen’s Bay 6 7 

Crawfordsburn 6 6 

Cultra 3 3 

Newtownards 3 3 

Belfast 2 2 

Belfast Road 2 2 

Sydenham 2 2 

Newtownabbey  2 2 

Holywood Road 1 1 

Knocknagoney 1 1 

Source:  Northern Ireland Census of Population 

 
 
 

 
11 Social class definition based on the National Readership Survey (NRS) and used widely in market research to classify occupations (A: upper middle 
class; B: middle class; C1: lower middle class; C2: skilled working class; D: working class; E: non-working) 
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