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1. Introduction 

This pre-application community consultation (PACC) report has been prepared by AECOM, on behalf 

of the applicant Ards and North Down Borough Council, to accompany their planning application for a 

proposed Greenway between the end of the existing Comber Greenway and Newtownards. 

In summary, the proposed development is an extension to the existing Comber Greenway from 

Belfast Road Comber to Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street Newtownards. It is proposed that the 

Greenway will be an asphalt path 12km long and 3m wide with 4m wide bridge crossings. 

Section 27 of The Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 (hereafter referred to as the 2011 Act) and 

Regulation 5 of The Planning (Development Management) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 

(hereafter referred to as the Development Management Regulations) require that applications for all 

regionally significant and major developments must comply with the PACC process. This is to ensure 

that communities are made aware of and have an opportunity to comment on development proposals 

before a planning application is submitted. The proposed development is classified as a ‘major’ 

development under Category 9 of the Schedule of the Development Management Regulations - ‘all 

other development – where the area of the site is or exceeds one hectare’.  

The purpose of this report is to provide a detailed account of the community consultation which has 

been undertaken in relation to the proposed Greenway, to analyse the comments received from the 

public and to demonstrate how AECOM’s Design Team have considered the views of the public and 

amended the proposed scheme where applicable in response to the consultation carried out. 

 

2. Proposed Development 

The proposed development is an extension to the existing Comber Greenway from Belfast Road in 

Comber to Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street in Newtownards. It is proposed that the Greenway 

will be an asphalt path 12km long and 3m wide with 4m wide bridge crossings and will incorporate:  

- Two new car parks located on lands at the start of the proposed route at Belfast Road 

Comber (35 no. spaces) and adjacent to Ballyrickard WwTW (31 no. spaces). These are for 

‘Park & Pedal’. 

- A controlled pedestrian crossing at Bridge Street, Comber and an uncontrolled pedestrian 

crossing on the Portaferry Road, Newtownards; 

- New pedestrian bridges under Kennel Bridge, adjacent to Nendrum College/Castlelodge Park 

and at Darragh Road/Bridge Street, Comber;    

- Widening of existing pedestrian bridges to 4m at Nendrum College/Comber Leisure Centre, at 

the rear of Comber Methodist Church, at Park Way and at Mucker’s Field, Comber; 

- Lighting at the A21 underpass and between Mucker’s Field and the proposed Enler Village; 

and 

- Fencing, replacement planting and associated site, access and ancillary works. 

The proposed Greenway aims to extend the existing Comber Greenway to provide linkage with 

Comber and Newtownards Town Centres. It thus aims to provide leisure and modal shift opportunities 

as proposed in key documents including the Comber Town Centre Masterplan (published March 

2015) and Exercise - Explore - Enjoy: A Strategic Plan for Greenways (published November 2016). 

The Supporting Planning Statement and the Design and Access Statement accompanying this 

planning application provides further detail on the route of the proposed Greenway, its design 

rationale and how the design of the proposed development is suitable to the site and its setting. 
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3. PACC Overview and Legislative Context 

Engaging communities is an essential part of an effective and inclusive planning system. The 

legislative context which sets out the requirements for PACC are found in the 2011 Planning Act 

(primary legislation), the Development Management Regulations (subordinate legislation) and The 

Planning (General Development Procedure) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015 (subordinate legislation). 

Further guidance is provided in Development Practice Note 10: Pre-Application Community 

Consultation, DoE Information Leaflet 16: Pre-Application Community Consultation Guidance and 

Belfast City Council’s Pre-Application Community Consultation Pack. This legislation and guidance 

was taken into account when developing the PACC strategy for the proposed Greenway.  

The purpose of PACC is to ensure that communities are made aware of and have an opportunity to 

comment on development proposals before a planning application is submitted. A comprehensive 

PACC strategy was developed for the proposed Greenway which was proportionate to its scale and 

complexity. To comply with the statutory requirements defined in the above legislation and guidance, 

the PACC strategy included a number of steps which were consequently carried out as part of the 

consultation process: 

▪ Pre-Application Discussions (PADs); 

▪ Submission of Proposal of Application Notice (PAN); 

▪ Public consultation event and supplementary consultation and publicity methods. 

 

As a result, the PACC carried out for the proposed Greenway aimed to: 

▪ Provide a transparent and inclusive community consultation process; 

▪ Engage meaningfully with the wider public and the local community in the Comber and 

Newtownards areas to ensure they were sufficiently informed about the development 

proposal; 

▪ Provide an environment to allow the wider public and local community to have time to 

communicate their views about the proposed development and to put forward their ideas 

confidently; 

▪ Enable AECOM’s Design Team to understand the local community in the Comber and 

Newtownards areas and to utilise a variety of consultation methods to ensure all sections of 

the community were engaged effectively;  

▪ Enable the wider public and local community to have an active role in developing the 

proposals to ensure their local knowledge and perspectives were taken into account by the 

AECOM Design Team where applicable. 

 

Overall, the PACC process aims to provide a means by which individual perspectives, ideas and 

issues can be expressed outside the normal planning application environment and addressed in order 

to reduce delays during the determination of an application. The following sections discuss the PACC 

which was undertaken in relation to the proposed Greenway and indeed illustrates how the 

consultation process exceeded the statutory minimum requirements both in the breadth of 

consultation and additional publicity arranged.   

 

3.1 Pre-Application Discussion (PAD) and Proposal of Application Notice 

(PAN) 

3.1.1 PAD 

Section 26 of the 2011 Act states those wishing to apply for permission for any major development 

must enter into consultations with the Local Planning Authority. Whilst PADs are a separate activity 

from statutory PACC it is good practice to discuss development proposals with the relevant Council to 
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promote collaboration between the applicant and the Local Planning Authority and to ultimately 

improve the quality of the planning application. 

The first PAD took place on 25th January 2018 at Ards and North Down Borough Council and was 

attended by the AECOM Design Team, the applicant and a representative from the Council’s Planning 

Department (planning ref: LA06/2017/1350/PAD). This discussed the nature and design of the 

proposed Greenway and the extensive PACC strategy which had been devised by AECOM Planning.  

A second PAD took place on 11th April 2018 at Ards and North Down Borough Council and was 

attended by the AECOM Design Team, the applicant, a representative from the Council’s Planning 

Department, DfI Roads, Environmental Health and Natural Environment Division. At this the 

consultees made comments on the proposal and identified the technical information required for 

planning, e.g. Flood Risk Assessment, Drainage Assessment, Preliminary Ecological Appraisal. 

AECOM Planning also provided an update on the PACC process. 

A third PAD took place on 14th January 2019 at Ards and North Down Borough Council and was 

attended by members of the AECOM Design Team and a representative from the Council’s Planning 

Department. This discussed the content of the planning application package to be submitted. 

 

3.1.2 PAN 

Section 27 of the 2011 Act states that a PAN must be submitted to the appropriate Local Planning 

Authority indicating that a planning application for the proposed development is to be submitted. 

Section 27(3) of the 2011 Act specifically states that the applicant must submit their PAN at least 12 

weeks prior to the submission of the planning application. The PAN describes the proposed 

development and gives detail about the community consultation to be undertaken. 

To comply with Section 27 of the 2011 Act, the PAN (and additional information about the methods of 

publicity) was submitted to Ards and North Down Borough Council on 28th February 2018 (planning 

ref: LA06/2018/0219/PAN) (Appendix A). The PAN described the proposed development and gave 

detail about the community consultation to be undertaken (i.e. the PACC strategy). Ards and North 

Down Borough Council confirmed their approval of the PAN on 1st March 2018 (Appendix B). This 

suggested the Council was satisfied with the extent of consultation to be carried out.  

To meet the statutory requirements the PAN was sent to 12 Local Councillors within the Comber and 

Newtownards District Electoral Areas (DEAs) on 5th March 2018 (see covering letter in Appendix C).  

Based on the PAN being submitted on 28th February 2018, the statutory 12-week period ended on 

23rd May 2018.    

Where possible, this report provides supporting evidence to demonstrate that each aspect in the PAN 

was undertaken. 

 

4. PACC Strategy 

To ensure the nature and extent of consultation carried out was sufficient to the scale of the proposed 

development a detailed PACC strategy was created and outlined in the PAN which clearly set out all 

stages of the consultation process. This strategy included the following details: 

▪ WHO - the public and local community to be consulted; 
 

▪ HOW, WHEN, WHERE – the different methods of consultation and associated publicity 

including the date, time and venue of the public consultation event and public exhibitions. 

In summary, the PACC process for the proposed Greenway involved four key methods - (1) one public 

consultation event, (2) two public exhibitions, (3) webpage and (4) letters to local organisations.   

To publicise the public consultation event and public exhibitions an extensive leaflet drop was carried 

out in Comber and Newtownards and along the proposed Greenway route. This publicity was carried 
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out in addition to advertising the event and exhibitions in two local newspapers and on Ards and North 

Down Borough Council’s social media pages. 

An outline of this PACC strategy is illustrated in figure 4.1 and is further discussed in the following 

sections.  

 

Figure 4.1 PACC strategy  

 

 

 

 

4.1 Consultation Methods 

Whilst the statutory minimum requirements state at least one public event must be held where 

members of the public can make comments to the applicant on the proposed development, these 

requirements were exceeded in the breadth of consultation arranged, covering both Comber and 

Newtownards. 

 

4.1.1 Public Consultation Event 

A public consultation event was held at Comber Leisure Centre on Tuesday 13th March 2018 from 

2pm to 7pm. This event was an open house drop-in session and was held at Comber Leisure Centre 

due to its high footfall and close proximity to the proposed Greenway route. This event was held 

throughout the day into the evening to accommodate the lifestyles of all members of the community.  

A number of exhibition boards and drawings showing the proposed development were on display at 

this event for public viewing. These graphics provided context to the proposed Greenway and 

illustrated the proposed route in detail (Appendix D). Questionnaires were also available to enable 

those who attended to express their personal view about different aspects of the proposed 

development (Appendix E). The questionnaires included an email address specifically created for the 

proposed Greenway to enable individuals to send further comments if necessary 

(greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk). Different members of the Design Team including 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PACC Strategy 

Greenway Network – Comber to 

Newtownards 

 
Letters to  

organisations 

 

Webpage 

 
Public exhibitions  

(x2) 

 

Public consultation 
event (x1) 

Method of 

consultation 

Communities/ 

groups consulted 

Method of publicity 
Adverts in two local 

newspapers 
Leaflet drop 

General public in 
Comber and 

Newtownards 
 

General public in 
Comber and 

Newtownards 
 

Local community and 

voluntary 

organisations 
 

Social media 

General public in 
Comber and 

Newtownards 
 

mailto:greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk


Greenways PACC Report   
  

  
  
  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
8 
 

roads engineers, environmental consultants and planners were in attendance at the event throughout 

the day; this gave the public the opportunity to engage with the Design Team and ask constructive 

questions about various aspects of the proposed scheme. This was a successful event with 

approximately 64 people attending throughout the day (Appendix F). 

 

4.1.2 Public Exhibitions 

Exhibition boards were displayed at two different venues for six to ten weeks – Comber Leisure 

Centre from 13th March to 24th May 2018 (following the public consultation event) and Londonderry 

Park from 10th April to 24th May 2018 (Appendix G). The two venues were chosen as they are located 

at either end of the proposed Greenway route. Questionnaires and post-boxes were also provided at 

the two exhibitions to encourage individuals to submit their comments about the proposed Greenway.  

 

4.1.3 Webpage 

Details of the proposed Greenway, the public consultation event and two public exhibitions were made 

available on Ards and North Down Borough Council’s website (consultations page) approximately ten 

days before the public consultation event at Comber Leisure Centre. The webpage also provided a 

link to the questionnaire and boards which were displayed at the public consultation event.   

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations 

 

4.1.4 Letters to Organisations  

Approximately seventeen letters were sent to a number of local community and voluntary 

organisations located within the vicinity of the proposed Greenway route on 8th March 2018 (Appendix 

H). The letters were used as a consultation method to inform them of the proposed development, the 

public consultation event and the public exhibitions. This method was in addition to the consultation 

methods stated in the PAN. Letters were sent to the following community and voluntary organisations: 

▪ Comber Community Residents Group 

▪ Comber Regeneration Community Partnership Ltd 

▪ Comber Youth for Christ / The Net Youth Project  

▪ Embrace Comber 

▪ West Winds Development Association 

▪ Action Deaf Youth 

▪ Action on Hearing Loss 

▪ Active Ageing 

▪ AGE North Down & Ards 

▪ Alzheimer's Society 

▪ Autism NI 

▪ Bracken House Beacon Centre (NIAMH) 

▪ The Cedar Foundation – Newtownards 

▪ Disability Matters North Down & Ards 

▪ Fibromyalgia Support North Down & Ards 

▪ Include Youth 

▪ Woodland Trust 

 

https://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations
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4.2 Publicity Methods 

The statutory minimum requirement states that the public consultation event must be advertised in a 

local newspaper at least seven days before the event is due to take place. As outlined below, this was 

exceeded as a number of publicity methods were used to advertise the Greenway public consultation 

event and public exhibitions. 

 

4.2.1 Newspaper Adverts 

A public advert notice highlighting details of the public consultation event and public exhibitions was 

published in two local newspapers – The County Down Spectator and Newtownards Chronicle 

(Appendix I). The adverts were published on 1st March 2018 - 12 days before the public consultation 

event took place at Comber Leisure Centre on 13th March 2018.  

 

4.2.2 Leaflet Drop  

An extensive leaflet drop was carried out to inform the local community of the venue, date and time of 

the public consultation event and details of the public exhibitions (Appendix J). 

A detailed mapping exercise was undertaken to identify the geographical areas to be covered by the 

leaflet drop. It was decided that the leaflet drop would be carried out within the two urban areas at 

either end of the Greenway (Comber and Newtownards) and along the route of the proposed 

Greenway from the start point to the end point. 

Firstly, taking the Town Centres of Comber and Newtownards as the starting points, leaflets were 

distributed to residents across a 1km radius in all directions from Castle Street, Comber and across a 

1km radius in all directions from East Street, Newtownards (Figure 4.2). Secondly, to ensure the local 

population along the proposed Greenway route were informed a targeted leaflet drop was carried out 

at the start point and end point of the Greenway. Leaflets were distributed within a 200m radius of the 

starting point at Belfast Road Comber and within a 200m radius of the end point at Georges 

Street/Upper Greenwell Street, Newtownards (Figure 4.3). Furthermore, leaflets were distributed to 

individual properties sparsely located along the proposed Greenway route (where accessible) from 

Comber along the Newtownards Road and Strangford Lough shoreline towards the end point at 

Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street (Green line in figure 4.3)  

Approximately 10,000 leaflets were distributed by a professional leafleting company (Service Point) 

approximately one week before the public consultation event took place.  

 

Figure 4.2 Area covered by leaflet drop                  Figure 4.3 Area covered by leaflet drop along the proposed 

(Comber and Newtownards Town Centres)            Greenway route 
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4.2.3 Social Media 

To provide further publicity, details of the public consultation event were made available on Ards and 

North Down Borough Council’s Facebook page on 11th March 2018 (Figure 4.4) and Twitter on 9th, 

12th and 13th March 2018 (Figure 4.5). 

Figure 4.4 Facebook post                                                  Figure 4.5 Twitter post 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This extensive publicity formed a key part of the consultation strategy by ensuring the wider public 

and local community located within the vicinity of the proposed Greenway route were wholly informed 

of the PACC process.   

 

 

5. Analysis and Consideration of Consultation Responses 

Following the public consultation event and two public exhibitions the completed questionnaires were 

collated and analysed. This involved both a numerical analysis of the quantitative data and an 

analysis of the qualitative data collected from the open-ended questions. Comments sent to the 

Greenways consultation email address and comments received verbally at the public consultation 

event have also been included in this analysis.  

In total, 84 questionnaires were completed and received via the following means: 

▪ Public consultation event at Comber Leisure Centre – 64 questionnaires completed; 

▪ Public exhibition at Comber Leisure Centre – 14 questionnaires completed; 

▪ Public exhibition at Londonderry Park – 3 questionnaires completed; 

▪ Received via the Greenways consultation email address – 3 questionnaires completed. 

 

5.1 Analysis of Quantitative Data 

The demographic data collected shows that the majority of questionnaires were completed by males 

(61%) and the majority of respondents who completed the questionnaires were in the 61+ age group 

(35%). The majority of people who completed a questionnaire were interested in the Greenway 

because they are a local resident (68%).  

The following graphs illustrate that the individuals who completed a questionnaire overall are very 

much in support of the proposed Greenway. For example, 77 respondents (92%) stated that they 

support the principle of the proposed Greenway between Comber and Newtownards and 63 

respondents (75%) agree that the proposed Greenway will contribute to the locality. 
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Figure 5.1 Graph illustrating positive feedback 

 

Figure 5.2 Graph illustrating positive feedback 

 

 

In regards to the proposed route, figure 5.3 indicates that the majority of respondents either strongly 

support (36%) or support (33%) the proposed Greenway route between Comber and Newtownards. 

On the other hand, approximately 10% strongly oppose the proposed Greenway route. Figure 5.4 

shows the majority of respondents (46%) stated they would use the proposed Greenway for walking 

and/or cycling several times per week if constructed. This illustrates that the majority of respondents 

are attracted to the proposed Greenway route and will utilise it if constructed.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Greenways PACC Report   
  

  
  
  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
12 

 

Figure 5.3 Graph illustrating positive feedback about the proposed Greenway route 

 

Figure 5.4 Graph illustrating proposed usage of the proposed Greenway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In summary, this quantitative analysis has shown that the majority of individuals who completed 

questionnaires are supportive of the principle of the proposed Greenway and believe it will benefit the 

local area. 

 

5.2 Analysis of Qualitative Data  

To allow respondents to provide constructive comments in their own words, the questionnaire 

included a number of open-ended questions, as detailed below: 

▪ Do you support the principle of a proposed Greenway between Comber and Newtownards? If 

no please outline your reasons. 

▪ Do you agree that the proposed Greenway, as presented, will contribute positively to the 

locality? Outline your reasons. 

▪ Are there any improvements we could make to the proposed Greenway? 

▪ Outline any other issues, ideas or views on the proposed Greenway which you feel are 

important. 

 

The comments which were made in relation to the above questions have been collated and 

thematically analysed together with the comments which were received via the Greenways 
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consultation email address. Table 5.1 reveals the supportive comments made by the respondents. 

This shows respondents believe the proposed Greenway will bring a number of physical and social 

benefits to its users – i.e. it will create a safe environment for physical activity, it will increase 

opportunities for walking and/or cycling, it will improving connectivity, it will contribute to improving 

health and well-being and it will be inclusive of the whole community. Furthermore, the respondents 

believe the proposed Greenway could potentially bring economic benefits to the local area – i.e. by 

attracting increased numbers of people into Comber.   

 

Table 5.1 Consultation feedback - Positive comments  

Topic Examples of Community Comments 

 

The Greenway will 

create a safe 

environment for physical 

activity. 

“Safe environment for exercise for people of all ages”. 

“Families can cycle or walk in safety, enjoy the countryside and can visit Belfast, Dundonald, Comber 

and Ards without being on roads”. 

“Increase availability of safe walking routes encouraging walking to Newtownards rather than always use 

transport. Increase opportunities to actually go walking or cycling”. 

“People can go on walks, it’s good for me as I could cycle to school safely”. 

“Would take cyclists and joggers away from a very busy public road”. 

“Currently keen to cycle between Comber and Ards but the short stretch of single carriageway is too 

dangerous for a family with children”. 

“As a keen cyclist it also safely opens up the Ards peninsula for safer cycling”. 

The Greenway will 

increase opportunities 

for walking and/or 

cycling. 

“Every opportunity to provide access to off road exercise/activity for everyone is a must in this traffic filled 

environment”. 

“Increases availability of safe walking routes encouraging walking to Newtownards rather than always 

use transport. Increases opportunities to actually go walking or cycling”. 

“Great to increase greenway network, It will promote physical activity”. 

“Comber to Belfast Greenway has encouraged many to walk and cycle for leisure and commuting 

reasons. This will offer a safe and scenic route to Ards and H.Bay and North Down”. 

“I feel that this greenway if completed will provide a crucial link in the traffic – free infrastructure of North 

Down and Ards. I strongly support the development of the entire proposed greenway network in the 

area”. 

“Will encourage locals to use facilities to hand and bring walkers / cyclists to the area”. 

“More space to enjoy the outdoors, including changing seasons and opportunity to walk or cycle for 

shopping, school run, trips to work on the greenway - Amazing!”  

“It’s really good for walkers and cyclists that aren’t confident. Great opportunity for volunteers”. 

“Given the aging population it is important that as many opportunities are given to people to get up and 

use the countryside to keep themselves fit. Bangor has reasonable footpaths along the shore, but can 

always use more especially given the growth in recent years of cycling running and walking”. 

The Greenway will 

improve connectivity. 

“Great chance to connect into Belfast along greenway”. 

“It opens up a new and additional greenway that will link to other routes”. 

“It's about time we had more and I would be keen to see a wide network as suggested in the document, 

spreading out over Northern Ireland and especially joining up with cross-border routes”. 

“It will make the river more accessible to anglers who have mobility issues”. 

The Greenway will 

contribute to improving 

the health and well-

being of its users. 

“Health and social well-being. Regenerate Comber and making it more accessible for visitors. Open up 

running routes for myself as a runner”. 

“Health and well-being of residents and aging population”. 

“If adequately maintained and enforced it will be provide an extended facility for bettering health by 

exercise in a safe pleasant environment”. 

“It will encourage active travel and leisure cycling which is good for health”. 
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The Greenway could 

enhance tourism and 

attract people into 

nearby towns. 

“Providing a traffic free route for walk, cycling is now expected by many tourists”. 

“It will bring users of the greenway into Comber town centre and Strangford Lough”. 

“People will use town centre car parks bringing in extra trade – Promotes cycling friendly town”. 

“It will help generate business and visitors in Comber”. 

“Section 1+2 – will encourage people to come into town centre”.   

“I think it would attract more people to Comber, encourage active lifestyles and provide greater access to 

the countryside”.  

The Greenway will be 

inclusive of the whole 

community. 

“Convenient local facility which can be used by all sections of the community”. 

“Will be able to be used by all sections of the community”. 

“Encourages fitness, quality of life, conserving nature and community participation”. 

 

To receive balanced, constructive feedback the open-ended questions also allowed respondents to 

make comment on improvements which could be made to the proposed Greenway and any other 

concerns. Table 5.2 demonstrates there are a number of issues which respondents would like 

considered – i.e. multi-user conflict, safety of the proposed route, an alternative to the section of the 

proposed route along the dual carriageway. 

 

Table 5.2 Consultation feedback – Concerns and potential improvements 

Topic Examples of Community Comments 

 

Multi-user conflict and anti-

social behaviour. 

“Concern – need divide, perhaps line down middle for cyclists/pedestrians”. 

“No room for walkers when cyclists use it. Very narrow – Can’t accommodate walkers & cyclists”. 

“Bicycles take over! I live on the edge of the walk way and walk daily! Impossible with cyclists”. 

“I am mostly concerned with anti-social behaviour and how cyclists and dog walkers will interact. I am 

a dog walker and have been harassed by cyclists on the current greenway”. 

“The greenway will run along the back gardens of our properties along the Belfast Road and as such 

there could be anti-social activity which could affect us”. 

“Improve signage on greenway to reduce multi user conflict”. 

Maintenance issues and 

need for facilities. 

“How will it be managed? How will littler, lighting, security, and anti-social behaviour impact on local 

residents?”  

“Needs to be constantly monitored by dog wardens”. 

“Will the Council keep it well cut back so it’s not overgrown or slippy?” 

“Signage etc to inform cyclists of potential dangers to pedestrians, children and animals”. 

“We would also appreciate it if you could erect NIEA pollution hotline signs along the pathway 

convenient to the river which contain a contact number that anyone can ring if they come across any 

sign of water pollution”. 

“Patrolling – in order to control anti-social behaviour”. 

“Street lit section”. 

“Lighting near residential areas to prevent anti-social behaviour”.  

“Lighting for winter use - solar entry renewable”.  

“Plenty of dog waste bins”. 

“Need shelters and seating”. 

“To be constantly monitored by dog wardens”. 

“Strong signage for cyclists to use their bells!” 

“Car parks and access points very important. Signs/info regarding local business cafes, attractions 

etc could help boost local economy”. 
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Logistical problems for 

local residents/users. 

“I feel it will cause issues for people trying to get into their lanes, peoples bins for bin collection, 

buses getting stopped, residents trying to get into their properties off a busy dual carriageway”. 

“I have an issue at present with rain washing off the dual carriageway. Would/will any further 

measures be taken to stop this becoming worse?” 

“Dangers from busy carriageway has high speeds of traffic also dangers accessing local properties”. 

“The proposal would cause severe difficulty and danger entering and exiting our property at 83 

Newtownards Road”.   

“There are 3 bus stops on proposed routes which could cause complications to bus users”.  

“When accessing the greenway from Darragh Road/Dunsy Way there is currently no proper path or 

road to allow access for wheelchair users/cyclists/parents with prams”. 

Environmental issues. “The fumes from the car exits will not be a pleasant aroma for walking/ cycling etc”. 

“Damage to trees which have been planted along the carriageway which will also affect the wildlife in 

the area”. 

“I wish to register my dismay at the environmental damage that will result if this scheme is granted 

consent”. 

Proposed route is unsafe. “Careful consideration should be given to the route along dual carriage way – it must be separated 

from traffic by landscaping as it is not safe and not a good experience to walk beside traffic”. 

“As long as it is safe for users especially on carriageway!” 

“A greenway should avoid where possible shadowing roads and dual carriage ways”. 

“Proposed route would be extremely dangerous - so close to a very fast dual carriageway”.  

“I work from home and have 50 pupils a week coming every half an hour. This of concern as they will 

be accessing my drive from the carriageway and can’t stop on the carriageway. Also it is coming into 

close proximity of our actual house not just property line. These issues are of great concern it is an 

extremely busy road with high speeds of traffic”. 

 “Metal bridge to Bridge Street is to high traffic for nursery and primary school children and 

pensioners. Main route to supervalue and doctors surgery for residents. Not much space to widen 

enough. 3m sounds wide but we fight for space on current greenway with cyclists. This section has 

high risk vulnerable people in frequent access. This is a potentially dangerous route”.  

“Proposed route is to use the metal bridge by Comber Primary School – concerns about the safety of 

this as the path that runs alongside the river with little room for movement”. 

Potential route 

improvements/amendments. 

“The greenway would benefit greatly if the route from Comber to Ballyrickard were deviated further 

from the motorway. It’s a pity Island Hill could not be incorporated!” 

“Would like the new greenway to go along the shore from Island Hill to Flood Gates”. 

“Could the existing floodway path which ends at sewage works bypass sewage works to join path at 

Island Hill?” 

“It’s a shame that the dual carriage way is being shadowed. There is a “right of way” up farm lanes 

towards Scrabo and it’s a pity this couldn’t be incorporated as well”. 

“Move it to an off road site as I feel a greenway should be green with bushes, plants etc like the 

Belfast to Comber greenway not a dual carriageway”.  

“Alternate route along Comber/Newtownards dual carriage way would improve experience of users”. 

“Use of old railway line ‘path’ to stay off dual carriage way”. 

“Keep the proposed route by coastal path and not by dual carriageway”. 

“I would hope the Department can come up with a safe way of crossing the main Bangor Belfast 

Road possibly via a footbridge or underpass”. 

“Section 1: Field prone to flooding. Could path be raised or moved to other side of river? Section 4: 

There is an old railway track on other side of A21. Could this be used to bridge distance between 

roundabout at Bridge Street and turn off to side of sewage works?” 

Comber has been marketed as ‘the home of great taste’ yet the proposed route will bypass 90% of 

the retail/food shops and areas for monthly/weekly events”.  

“Develop shared paths on the existing footways that would run from the shopping centre car park in 
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Newtownards, down past the back of the MoT centre and Sketrick House to the Comber Road at LS 

Hughes.  This could feed in users from both the West Winds and Scrabo estates. Also develop 

shared paths from the roundabout at the Comber Road, a shared path on the footway down past 

Tescos and turning right down the Portaferry Road to the floodgates to join the greenway”.  

Potential design 

improvements. 

“I would like a Greenway which is GREEN not a glorified footpath”.  

“Make it wider than the present one”. 

“Walk/cycle lanes should be separated from traffic by an island rather than a line”. 

“Could provide natural screening at sensitive bird breeding sites on Strangford Lough”. 

“Crossing at Bridge Street?” 

“More wild flora and fauna”. 

 “Route along Comber/Newtownards dual carriage way should be separated from traffic by planting”. 

“Good access points to streets and housing would be good to prevent ‘home made’ access to 

greenway”. 

“We would ask that you leave a space between the path and river so that the existing bankside 

vegetation / trees can continue to provide cover and shade for the indigenous brown trout and wild 

life”. 

  

 

5.3 Consideration of Consultation Results 

This analysis shows that there is a significant level of support for the principle of the proposed 

Greenway amongst the local community and the range of physical, social and economic benefits it 

could potentially bring to both people and the local area.  

At the same time it is recognised that a number of constructive comments and concerns were 

identified by the local community, in particular the safety of the section of the proposed route along the 

dual carriageway. Table 5.3 provides a response to the concerns raised in section 5.2 and indicates 

how such concerns have been addressed by the Design Team where applicable. 

 

Table 5.3 Consideration of the concerns identified during the PACC process  

Issue Main Community Concern Design Team Response  

 

Multi-user conflict. The proposed Greenway path is too 

narrow for walkers and cyclists.  

There needs to be separation 

between walkers and cyclists. 

 

The path width has been designed based on current guidance using 

recorded and anticipated user numbers and factored for increases.  A 

wider path has been allowed for within the lands agreements that are 

being proposed.  A fully segregated path would require significantly 

more land and this cannot be achieved over the entire length 

notwithstanding the increase in costs. Similar to the existing Comber 

Greenway, there is also the possibility of implementing the ‘One Path 

Initiative’ to create a positive culture for everyone to share, respect 

and enjoy the path. 

Anti-social 

behaviour. 

The proposed Greenway will 

encourage anti-social behaviour. 

 

 

The feasibility of providing lighting / wardens will be investigated.  

 

In response to concerns raised by residents along the Belfast Road, 

the route of the proposed Greenway has been moved slightly (approx. 

180m to the north) at this location so it starts further away from these 

properties – see summary at the end of this section for more detail. 

  

Maintenance 

issues and need 

for facilities. 

Who will maintain the Greenway? Ards and North Down Borough Council. 

Will the Greenway be patrolled? It is proposed that the path will be patrolled by a greenway ranger – 

plans are being developed to advise on the viability of this role. 

What signage will be provided? Fingerpost directional signage and on-path mile markers will be 

considered at a later stage in the development of the Greenway. 

What lighting will be provided? 

 

Lighting will be provided in urban areas by enhancing existing lighting. 

New lighting will be provided at the A21 underpass and between 



Greenways PACC Report   
  

  
  
  

 

 
      
 

AECOM 
17 

 

Mucker’s Field and the proposed Enler Village. 

What shelters, seating and bins will be 

provided? 

Street furniture will be considered at a later stage in the development 

of the Greenway. 

Logistical 

problems for local 

residents/ 

users. 

Concerns the proposed Greenway will 

cause problems for people accessing 

their properties off the main dual 

carriageway. 

The proposal will enhance the current accesses by providing better 

visibility splays and a wider path. 

Concerns the proposed Greenway will 

cause problems for buses and bin 

lorries stopping on the main dual 

carriageway. 

Dedicated bus laybys will be provided and widened accesses at 

properties along the A21 for refuse vehicles to come off the main 

carriageway. 

Concerns that the proposed 

Greenway will impact upon rain 

washing off the dual carriageway. 

Drainage will be fully designed with a soft 1m wide green buffer. 

Concern there is no proper path or 

wheelchair access onto the proposed 

Greenway from Darragh Road/Dunsy 

Way. 

Access from Darragh Road onto Greenway will be available from the 

widened path beside Comber Primary School and at Bridge Street. 

Environmental 

issues. 

Concerns about air quality, the threat 

the proposed Greenway will pose to 

trees, wildlife and sensitive bird 

breeding sites in the area.  

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening, a Biodiversity 

Statement and the relevant stages of a Habitats Regulations 

Assessment (HRA) will be submitted with the planning application to 

address the relevant environmental issues.  

Safety concerns. Careful consideration should be given 

to the section of the proposed route 

along the dual carriageway and its 

safety. 

The proposal will provide a wider path that is further away from the 

carriage compared to the existing advisory cycle lane; enhanced sight 

lines at residential accesses will be provided as well as enhanced 

crossing facilities at the A21/Ringcrevey Road junction.  

Concerns that the proposed route is to 

use the metal bridge by Comber 

Primary School – concerns about the 

safety of this and the narrow path 

along the river. 

All bridge crossings are to be widened to 4m width. 

Concerns with 

proposed route. 

Can Island Hill be incorporated into 

the proposed route? 

Currently the route does not include an access to Island Hill. 

Why can’t the proposed route follow 

the old railway line and shoreline 

rather than running alongside the dual 

carriageway? 

There are a number of properties built directly on the old railway line 

and this was looked at previously and dismissed due to the cost and 

complexity to achieve a path around these properties. 

Section 1 - field is prone to flooding. 

Could path be raised or moved to 

other side of river? 

Flood risk has been assessed as part of the design process and a 

Flood Risk Assessment Technical Note has been submitted with the 

planning application. 

The proposed route will bypass 90% 

of the retail/food shops in Comber. 

The route comes as close to the Town Centre as is possible while not 

creating a scheme that would negatively affect traders by 

unnecessarily disruptive works outside their premises and not losing 

any car parking spaces.  The route comes right to the edge of Bridge 

Street with the retail shops a very short distance away. 

Can shared paths be developed on 

the existing footpaths from the 

shopping centre car park in 

Newtownards, past the back of the 

MoT centre and Sketrick House to the 

Comber Road at LS Hughes? Also on 

the footway past Tesco’s and down 

the Portaferry Road to the floodgates 

to join the Greenway?  

These future links are being investigated.  

Concerns with 

proposed design. 

How will the section of the proposed 

route along the dual carriageway be 

separated from traffic? 

There will be a 1m wide edge of carriageway marker then a raised 

kerb and then a 1m wide grass verge constructed with the 3m wide 

shared Greenway path. 
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Can the path be wider than the 

existing Greenway? 

Currently there is no need for a wider path than 3m based on current 

and future user demands, wider sections will be provided around 

junctions and bridges. 

Can there be a crossing at Bridge 

Street? 

It is proposed that there will be a controlled pedestrian crossing at 

Bridge Street. 

Can there be good access points to 

streets and housing from the 

Greenway? 

The route will link to as many access points as possible and liaison 

has been undertaken with a number of current and future 

developments to ensure that the plans are integrated. 

Can a space be left between the path 

and river? 

A space will be left between the path and river for anglers as well as 

for generally safety. 

 

In summary, the feedback received during the PACC process has informed a number of design 

changes to the proposed development as follows: 

▪ A number of concerns were raised about the safety and logistics of the section of the 

proposed Greenway route along the A21 dual carriageway, particularly in relation to the 

problems the proposal may create for local residents accessing their properties along this 

section of the route. As a result it has been suggested that enhanced sight lines will be 

provided at the accesses of such residential properties. 

▪ A number of concerns were raised about the width of the proposed Greenway path. Whilst a 

path wider than 3m is not possible along the entire proposed Greenway route due to the 

quantity of land it would require and associated costs, it has been suggested however that the 

width of the path will be expanded at existing and proposed bridges to 4m to alleviate the 

concerns raised. 

▪ In response to concerns raised about the safety of the proposed Greenway route especially at 

busy junctions, a number of crossings will be constructed to enhance the safety of those 

using the proposed Greenway. It was originally proposed that a controlled pedestrian crossing 

at Bridge Street Comber and an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing at Portaferry Road 

Newtownards would be provided. In addition to these, enhanced crossing facilities will be 

provided at the A21/Ringcreevey Road junction. 

▪ Comments were received from residents living at the starting point of the proposed Greenway 

(around the location of 111 – 121 Belfast Road).  There were concerns that the Greenway 

was running along the back gardens of their properties and as such there could be anti-social 

activity which could affect them. Therefore, the red line has been moved in this location to 

start further away from these properties, approximately 180 metres to north.  This amendment 

to the red line is shown on Sheet 1 of the general arrangement drawings included in the 

technical drawing pack associated with this application. 

5.3.1 Other Amendments to the Proposed Development 

A number of minor amendments have been made to the red line of the proposed development post 

submission of the PAN as outlined below. These changes have occurred as a result of the detailed 

design process and as a result of consultation with statutory bodies, e.g. DfI Roads. 

Section 1 – End of existing Comber Greenway at Belfast Road to Kennel Bridge, Comber  

There is a change in this section at Kennel Bridge which is on the road called Mount Alexander.  The 

previous red line (submitted with the PAN) had the Greenway coming onto the road at Mount 

Alexander then Kennel Bridge and then back down on the other side of the Comber River. During the 

design process post-PACC it was decided not to bring the Greenway onto Mount Alexander but to 

have a bridge under Kennel Bridge.  This results in some minor changes to the initial red line 
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submitted with the PAN.  The amended red line is shown on Sheet 2 of the general arrangement 

drawings included in the technical drawing pack associated with this application. 

Section 2 – Kennel Bridge to Bridge Street, Comber 

The change in this section is around Nendrum College – where the Greenway route has moved 

slightly to better align with the pile wall alongside the Comber River. This amendment to the red line is 

shown on Sheet 5 of the general arrangement drawings included in the technical drawing pack 

associated with this application. 

The second slight change in this section is on the north side of Bridge Street – where the red line has 

been moved to accommodate the pedestrian crossing and supplementary bridge crossing, following 

discussions with DfI Roads. 

This is shown on Sheet 5 of the general arrangement drawings included in the technical drawing pack 

associated with this application. 

Section 4 – A21 Underpass to Ballyrickard WwTW 

A minor change in the red line has taken place on the south side of the underpass underneath the 

A21.  The red line has been extended in order to meet design standards for gradients to enable the 

Greenway to link back into the existing path alongside the A21. 

This amendment to the red line is shown on Sheet 8 of the general arrangement drawings included in 

the technical drawing pack associated with this application. 

The next series of changes are in relation to interfaces with roads access points along the A21 where 

more detailed design has resulted in changes which have required the red lines to be slightly 

amended to cover these.   

Another minor change has been required at the proposed entrance to Enler Village, where the design 

for crossing facilities has required the extension of the red line around these.  This amendment to the 

red line is shown on Sheet 9 of the general arrangement drawings included in the technical drawing 

pack associated with this application. 

The next point is at the road access to Comber Free Presbyterian Church – where the crossing has 

been extended and hence the red line has been moved to cover this.  This is shown on Sheet 10 of 

the general arrangement drawings included in the technical drawing pack associated with this 

application. 

A slight amendment has been made to the red line at the junction of the A21 and Ringcreevy Road – 

as part of the development of the crossing changes were made which affected the red line submitted 

with the PAN. This is shown on Sheet 10 of the general arrangement drawings included in the 

technical drawing pack associated with this application. 

A slight amendment has been made to the red line at the junction of the A21 and Longlands Road – 

the crossing has been extended to enable safer crossing.  This amendment to the red line is shown 

on Sheet 11 of the general arrangement drawings included in the technical drawing pack associated 

with this application. 

Section 5 – Ballyrickard WwTW to Floodgates 

At the access to Ballyrickard WwTW there have been some minor amendments to the red line to 

ensure it incorporates the final version of the proposed 31 space Park & Pedal car park as well as 

allowing access to it and the WwTW.  Also in this section in the original red line submitted with the 

PAN we had a spur back into the A21, included in the red line. There are still ongoing discussions with 

landowner and so the spur has not been included at this stage as it not an integral part of the scheme 

and can be looked at a later date. 
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6. Conclusion 

This report clearly demonstrates how the PACC undertaken in relation to the proposed Comber to 

Newtownards Greenway has been carried out in compliance with the statutory requirements as set 

out in Section 27 of the 2011 Act. Furthermore, the report shows how the PACC carried out has 

exceeded the minimum statutory requirements by both utilising a variety of consultation and publicity 

methods and by engaging with an extensive geographical area in the Comber and Newtownards 

areas. 

The extent of the community consultation process is illustrated by the large number of people (84) in 

the local area who completed questionnaires. As a result, the data collected was comprehensive and 

provided the Design Team with constructive comments which have been considered and factored into 

the design where appropriate. The Design Team and the applicant have made every effort to 

understand the interests and perspectives of those who participated in the PACC process and have 

responded to the feedback received in a comprehensive manner. 

The feedback received has undoubtedly revealed the positivity surrounding the Greenway proposal. 

Indeed, a number of those who commented on the proposal identified the increased opportunities the 

proposed Greenway will provide for walking and cycling, the health and economic benefits it will 

deliver and the enhanced connections it will provide to nearby towns.  

Whilst the majority of those who participated in the PACC process support the principle of the 

proposed Greenway and the benefits it will bring to the locality, at the same time much consideration 

has been given to the concerns raised. As detailed in this report the Design Team and the applicant 

have provided information and reassurance as far as possible and where applicable in response to 

the issues raised. By making specific amendments to the design proposals it is expected that the 

concerns raised will be alleviated and the PACC process will have informed the design of the 

proposed Greenway which can be enjoyed by all sections of the community in the future. 
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Form PAN1 
 
 

Official Use Only 
Reference No.:  
Associate Application No.:  
Registration date:  

         

Proposal of Application Notice 

Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 
Planning (General Development Procedure) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015 

1a. Applicant’s name and address   1b. Agent’s name and address (if applicable) 

To be completed for all developments within the major category of development 

Name:  Name:  
Address:  Address:  

  
Town:  Town:  
Postcode:  Postcode:  
Tel:  Tel:  
E-mail:  E-mail:  

 

2. Address or Location of Proposed Development Please state the postal address of the 
prospective development site.  If there is no postal address, describe its location. Please outline the site on 
an OS base plan and attach it to this completed notice. 

 

3. What is the area of the site in hectares? 
 
4. Description of Proposed Development Please describe the development to be carried out, 
outlining its characteristics. Please also enclose appropriate drawings, including: plan, elevations and site 
layout of the proposal. 

 
5. What is the total gross floorspace of the proposed development? 
 
6. If the proposed development includes a renewable energy project, what is the total 
amount of power (in kilowatts or megawatts) expected to be  
generated per year? 

7. Which type of planning permission does this Proposal of Application Notice relate to? 
 (Please tick) 

Full planning permission   Outline planning permission 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       

       



8. Has a determination been made as to whether the proposed development would be of 
Regional Significance?  

Yes        (Please enclose a copy of the determination made 
        under Section 26 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011)  
No 

 
9. Has an Environmental Impact Assessment determination been made?  
 

Yes        (Please enclose a copy of the determination made under 
        Part 2 of the Planning [Environmental Impact Assessment]  
No        Regulations [NI] 2015) 

 
10. Please give details of proposed consultation 

Proposed public event Venue Date and Time 
   
   
   
Name of publication(s) used: 
 
 
Proposed newspaper advert date(s): 
 
 
Please specify details of any other consultation methods including distance from site for notifying 
neighbouring properties (e.g.100m, 200m etc) and method of notification (please include date, time  
and with whom): 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of any other publicity methods (such as leaflets, posters, etc): 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Please state which other parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application 
Notice (Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary) 

Elected member(s) for District Electoral Area Date notice served 

Other 
 

Date notice served 



 
12. Council Employee / Elected Member Interest 
 
Are you / the applicant / applicant’s spouse or partner, a member of staff within the council or an 
elected member of the council?          

Yes             No 
 
Or are you / the applicant / the applicant’s spouse or partner, a relative of a member of staff in 
the council or an elected member of the council or their spouse or partner?                    

Yes               No 
 
 
If you have answered yes, please provide details (name, relationship and role): 

 
13. Declaration 

Signature: 
 

Print name:  
Date:  
 
PLEASE NOTE: A planning application for this development cannot be submitted less than 12 weeks from the 
date the Proposal of Application Notice is received and without the statutory requirements having been 
undertaken. The application must be accompanied by the Pre-Application Consultation report. 
 
We will respond within 21 days of receiving the Notice. We will confirm whether the proposed pre-application 
community consultation is satisfactory, or if additional notification and consultation is required. The minimum 
statutory consultation activity includes holding one public event and its advertisement in a local paper. We also 
require this Notice to be sent to local councillors for the District Electoral Area in which the proposed 
development is situated, and evidence of additional publicity of the event. 

 
 
 
 



Greenways PACC Report   
  

  
  
  

 

      AECOM
 

 

Appendix B PAN Approval 





Greenways PACC Report   
  

  
  
  

 

      AECOM
 

 

Appendix C PAN Covering Letter to Local Councillors 



 

  

AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited registered in England & Wales, Company number 880328. 
Midpoint, Alencon Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7PP 

aecom.com 
     
 

 
  

1/1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited 

Beechill House 

40 Beechill Road 

Belfast BT8 7RP 

United Kingdom 

 

T: +44 (28) 9070 5111 

aecom.com 
 

 
5

th
 March 2018 

 

 
 
Dear Councillor [deleted], 

 
Subject: Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) - Greenway Network – Comber to Newtownards 

Proposed Development: Proposed construction of a Greenway approx. 12km long and 3m wide incorporating 

street furniture, pedestrian railings, river crossings, directional signage, appropriate planting and fencing. 

Associated controlled pedestrian crossings at Bridge Street Comber and Portaferry Road Newtownards, street 

lighting at Comber and Newtownards, a car park/picnic area at Belfast Road Comber and Ballyrickard (approx. 

35 spaces each) and associated site works 

Location: Extension of existing Comber Greenway from Belfast Road, Comber to Georges Street/Upper 

Greenwell Street, Newtownards 

 
The Planning Team at AECOM are writing to inform you about the proposed Greenway between Comber 

and Newtownards. The proposed Greenway will extend the existing Comber Greenway, starting at Belfast 

Road Comber and ending at Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street Newtownards.   

 

The proposed Greenway is categorised as a ‘major’ development. Section 27 of The Planning Act (Northern 

Ireland) 2011 places a statutory duty on applicants applying for planning permission for a ‘major’ 

development to consult the community in advance of submitting the planning application.  A PAN must be 

submitted to the relevant Council at least 12 weeks prior to the submission of the planning application – the 

PAN describes the proposed development and gives detail about the community consultation to be 

undertaken.  

 

As a Local Councillor of Ards and North Down Borough Council and in order to comply with the statutory 

requirements, you have been sent a copy of the PAN which explains the upcoming community consultation 

and details of the proposed development. Please note this is not notification of a planning application but 

rather is a notice to inform you about the community consultation which will be undertaken in advance of the 

submission of the planning application.       

 

We look forward to seeing you at the public consultation event and/or receiving your comments about the 

proposed Greenway. If you can’t attend the public consultation event but would still like to send your 

comments, please do so by: 

 

Phone: 028 9070 5111 - ask to speak to a member of the AECOM Planning Team 

In writing to: AECOM Planning, Beechill House, 40 Beechill Road, Belfast, BT8 7RP (Comments to be 

received by 23
rd

 May 2018) 

For further information visit:  

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

AECOM Planning Team 

AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited   

 

Enclosures: Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) 

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations
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Appendix E Consultation Questionnaire 



 

 

 

We would appreciate if you could take the time to provide feedback on the proposal by filling in this 

form. 

 

Q.1:    Do you support the principle of a proposed Greenway between Comber and Newtownards? 

 

           YES  NO 

 

If no, please outline your reasons below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.2:      If constructed, how often do you think you would use the proposed Greenway for walking  

and/or cycling? 

 

 NEVER                                                              SEVERAL TIMES PER MONTH 

 DAILY                                                                ONCE A MONTH 

 SEVERAL TIMES PER WEEK                          OTHER: ______________________________ 

 ONCE A WEEK                       

  

Q.3:     How do you view the proposed Greenway route, as presented, between Belfast Road  

            Comber and Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street Newtownards? 

 

STRONGLY SUPPORT                        OPPOSE 

 

SUPPORT                                            STRONGLY OPPOSE 

 

NEUTRAL      

 

 

Q.4:     Do you agree that the proposed Greenway, as presented, will contribute positively to  

            the locality? 

 

YES                 NO                 MAYBE              

 

Please outline your reasons below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greenway Network – Comber to Newtownards 

Public Consultation Feedback Form 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.5:     Are there any improvements we could make to the proposed Greenway?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.6:     Please outline any other issues, ideas or views on the proposed Comber to Newtownards  

            Greenway which you feel are important (continue on separate page if necessary). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About You  
 

To help gain an understanding of who has provided feedback, we would be grateful if you could tell us 

something about you: 

 

Q.7:      Please state your gender:  Male                Female                  Other        

 

 

Q.8:      Please state your age:  0-15        16-30              31-45               46-60                 61+ 

 

 

Q.9:     What is your interest in the proposed Greenway? 

 

I am a local resident from the Comber/Newtownards areas 

 

I work/am a business owner in the Comber/Newtownards areas 

 

I am a local councillor/elected member (please state your name and district below) 

 

I belong to a local group/community/voluntary organisation (please specify the  

organisation’s name and your role below)  

 

Other (please specify below): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form. Please leave your completed form in the box 

provided.  

 

If you wish to make further comment please email: greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk  

(comments to be received by 22
nd

 May 2018).  

For further information visit: http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations 

   

     

 

 

 

 

mailto:greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
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Appendix F Public Consultation Event 
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Appendix G Public Exhibitions 



Public Exhibition at Londonderry Park 
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Appendix H Letters to Local Organisations 



 

  

AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited registered in England & Wales, Company number 880328. 
Midpoint, Alencon Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7PP 

aecom.com 
     
 

 
 

1/2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
[Address] 

  AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited 

Beechill House 

40 Beechill Road 

Belfast BT8 7RP 

United Kingdom 

 

T: +44 (28) 9070 5111 

aecom.com 

 

 
8 March 2018 

   
 

  
 

 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 

 

 
The Planning Team at AECOM are writing to inform you about the proposed construction of a Greenway from 

Belfast Road, Comber to Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street, Newtownards. 

 

Why have you been informed? 

We want to give you as much detail as possible about the proposed Greenway and tell you how you can find out 

more about it. 

 

The proposed Greenway is a ‘major’ development. The Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 places a statutory 

duty on applicants to consult the community for at least 12 weeks in advance of submitting a planning application 

for a ‘major’ development.  

Please note this is not notification of a planning application but rather is a letter to inform you about the 

community consultation which will be undertaken in advance of the submission of the planning application for the 

proposed Greenway.       

 
What is the proposed scheme? 

The scheme proposes to extend the existing Comber Greenway from Belfast Road, Comber to Georges 

Street/Upper Greenwell Street, Newtownards. The proposed Greenway will be approximately 12km long. 

 

How can you find out more about the proposed scheme? 

You are invited to drop into an open-house public consultation event to view drawings of the scheme and talk to 

the AECOM Design Team about the proposals. Feedback sheets will be provided at the open-house public 

consultation event to enable you to submit your comments about the proposed Greenway. 

 

Details of the open-house public consultation event: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue Date Time 

Comber Leisure Centre 

Castle Street, Comber 

BT23 5DY 

Tuesday 13
th

 March  

2018 

Drop in anytime between 2pm 

and 7pm 



 
 
 

  
 

 

  

aecom.com 
     
 

 

2/2 

 

What if you can’t attend the open-house public consultation event? 

The proposed scheme will also be put on public exhibition at Londonderry Park, Portaferry Road, Newtownards 

from Tuesday 10
th
 April to Tuesday 22

nd
 May 2018. 

 

If you can’t attend the open-house public consultation event or the exhibition but would still like to send your 

comments please do so by:  

 

Email: greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk  

In writing to: AECOM Planning, Beechill House, Beechill Road, Belfast, BT8 7RP  

(comments to be received by 22
nd

 May 2018)  

For further information visit: http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/consultations 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the public consultation event and/or receiving your comments about the 

proposed Greenway. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

AECOM Planning Team 

 
AECOM Infrastructure & Environment UK Limited 
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Appendix I Newspaper Adverts 
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Appendix J Consultation Leaflet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

PRE-APPLICATION COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Ards and North Down Borough Council intend to submit a planning 
application for a proposed Greenway between Belfast Road, Comber  

to Georges Street/Upper Greenwell Street, Newtownards. The  
proposed Greenway route is approximately 12km long and will  

extend the existing Comber Greenway.      
  

 

 

 

The Planning Team at AECOM would like to hear what you think of the 

proposed Greenway. Therefore, you are invited to drop into  

an ‘Open-House’ public consultation event to view drawings  

of the scheme and have your say. 

 

Existing Comber Greenway 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venue Date Time 

Comber Leisure Centre, 
Castle Street, Comber 
BT23 5DY 

Tuesday 13th March  
2018 

Drop in anytime 
between 2pm and 7pm 

The proposed scheme will be displayed at the Open-House public consultation  

event at Comber Leisure Centre and will also be put on public exhibition at  

Londonderry Park, Portaferry Road, Newtownards from Tuesday 10
th

 April to  

Tuesday 22
nd

 May 2018. 

 

Feedback sheets and post-boxes will be provided at the Open-House public  

consultation event and public exhibition to enable you to submit your comments  

about the proposed Greenway. 

 

If you can’t attend the public consultation event or the exhibition but would  

still like to send your comments please do so by: 

 

Email: greenways.network@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk  

In writing to: AECOM Planning, Beechill House, Beechill Road, Belfast, BT8 7RP  

(comments to be received by 22
nd

 May 2018)  

For further information visit: http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-

council/consultations 

   

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION EVENT 
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