
Key Contacts

PSNI Crime Prevention Officer 
for Ards and North Down District
Telephone: 101 (non-emergency) 

or 999 (emergency) 

 Ards and North Down PCSP
Email: pcsp@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Ards and North Down 
Farm Watch Scheme
Farm Watch has been developed 
and is delivered by Ards and North 
Down Borough Council’s Policing and 
Community Safety Partnership (PCSP) 
in conjunction with the PSNI. 

Farm Watch aims to address concerns 
raised by rural communities across 
the Borough providing them with 
an opportunity and support to help 
reduce the risk of the most vulnerable 
becoming a victim of Rural Crime. 

Farm Watch has been developed to 
support those living or working across 
all of the Borough’s rural communities. 

As a member you will receive up to the 
minute Text Alerts from the PCSP and 
PSNI on issues which may affect your 
community.



MACHINERY, TOOLS AND PLANT

•  Where possible, secure or immobilise vehicles and 
pieces of equipment when they are not in use.

•  If practical move machinery from fields, 
especially at night and near roads.

•  Always keep tools locked out of sight when not 
in use.

•  Mark your property using a metal engraver or 
marking product.

•  Keep a record of the serial, chassis, and model 
numbers.

•  Consider installing tracking devices to tractors 
and quad bikes.

LIVESTOCK

• Regularly check fields where animals are grazing.
•  Ensure you maintain animal records and that 

animals are tagged/freeze marked.
• Keep hedges, fences and gates in good repair.
• Ditches form a natural barrier.
•  Ensure the field gates cannot be taken off the 

hinges by turning the bottom hinge upside down 
and/or cap or weld over the tops.

•  Keep photographs of unusual of or valuable 
animals, and record details of unusual markings 
or scars.

FARMHOUSES

Because these buildings are often remote and 
isolated, burglars may target farmhouses at any 
time of the day, but a few simple security measures 
can make all the difference:
•  Fit British Standard deadlocks to all outside 

doors and keep doors locked at all times, 
whether you are at home or out in the yard.

•  Fit a security chain to the main door, and a 
door viewer where possible. Consider installing 
a burglar alarm.

•  Never leave notes for traders when you are 
away from the property.

•  Property mark and record valuable possessions, 
keep photographs of especially valuable items.

OUTBUILDINGS AND YARDS

•  Use British Standard locks, and good quality 
padlocks on doors.

•  Fit metal bars to windows and keep windows 
covered so that burglars cannot look in to see 
if there is anything worth taking.

• Always lock outbuildings when not in use.
• Fit good quality security lighting.
• Install a CCTV system.
•  Remove any scrap metal/materials from 

public view.
• Close and padlock gates and close barriers.

INSURANCE

Always ensure that your insurance cover is 
adequate, and check that you are fully covered 
for vehicles, equipment and livestock, as well as 
the contents of outbuildings.

Crime Prevention Advice
Due to the need for ease of access it is not 
possible to ensure total security – but it is 
still possible to reduce the risks.

The scheme offers the following:
•  specific Farm Watch roadside/

property signage to advertise the 
scheme is in place 

•  signage for placing on farm 
machinery linked to Farm Watch 
stating a warning that the property 
is marked 

•  a property marking scheme utilising 
a unique reference number held by 
Police to make it harder for thieves 
to dispose of stolen goods  

•  practical crime prevention advice 
to farmers and landowners, to help 
ensure their property and goods are 
as secure as possible

•   a Farm Watch e-mail and text alert 
service from the PSNI and PCSP


