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SIX ROAD ENDS Integrated Rural Plan 

Introduction 1 

The Integrated Rural Plan  is  a comprehensive 

document which identifies a range of deliverable 

initiatives to facilitate economic, environmental, 

physical and social improvement to the area known 

as Six Road Ends and its surrounding hinterland 

over the next 15 year period.  From herein the Six 

Road Ends Integrated Rural Plan will be referred to 

as the ‘Plan’.  

Commissioned by North Down Borough Council, 

the Plan was developed by The Paul Hogarth 

Company, and shaped by local stakeholders and 

the community.  The commissioning of this plan 

has been funded by the European Agricultural Fund 

for Rural Development (EAFRD), the Department of 

Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) through 

Axis 3 of the Northern Ireland Rural Development 

Programme 2007-2013 (NIRDP) under Measure 3.5 

Village Renewal and Development.
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The Six Road Ends Integrated Rural Plan sets 

out a comprehensive vision and roadmaps how 

the area can sustainably move forward in the 

future.  Comprising a strategic framework, the 

plan builds on the areas strengths and distinctive 

qualities, whilst addressing those elements which 

are considered to undermine it.  Through a wide 

range of improvement projects the plan balances 

physical, economical and social  regeneration 

which culmatively will address local need.  The 

development of this plan has been shaped by a 

thorough process of document review and site 

analysis, including public consultation events 

and the gathering of information through the 

distribution of questionnaires.  It therefore provides 

a central point of reference for future investment 

throughout the area, whether public sector, private 

sector or the community and voluntary sectors.

While the plan also includes an accompanying 

action plan, which allots priories and timescales 

to the improvement projects, this document 

should not be treated as a finite blueprint for 

development. Instead it should be viewed as a 

series of principles and concepts that, if followed, 

will result in significant benefits for the area.  Each 

project will require to be developed to a greater 

level of detail, including any preparatory technical 

studies, consultation with landowners, and where 

necessary, the securement of planning and other 

statutory approvals.  

Nevertheless, while not a blueprint, the phased 

delivery of the Plan must remain a priority for the 

area to ensure its long-term social, physical and 

economic sustainability. 

WHY HAVE AN INTEGRATED RURAL PLAN?1.1
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This Plan has been developed through a series of 

key stages, providing opportunities to consult and 

work with residents, North Down Borough Council 

and statutory agencies to ensure that the final plan 

appropriately reflects the needs of the village.  The 

process undertaken to produce this Plan is outlined 

below.   

BASELINE AUDIT AND SITE APPRAISAL

From the outset of the project, it was essential that 

The Paul Hogarth Company was fully familiar with 

the strategic context of the area in order to gain 

an  understanding of the ‘trajectory of change’ as 

well as its position in the wider area.  To this end, 

a review of all available statistical information was 

undertaken alongside a series of site visits, desktop 

research and document review in oder to establish 

a detailed profile of the area. 

DRAFT INTEGRATED RURAL PLAN   

Based on the findings of the earlier stages of 

the project, a Draft Integrated Rural Plan was 

developed. The aim of this plan was to strike a 

balance between being sufficiently visionary 

to capture people’s enthusiasm, whilst being 

pragmatic and deliverable.

STATUTORY CONSULTATION 

Consultation was undertaken with Planning Service, 

Roads Service and Northern Ireland Environment 

Agency (NIEA) to ensure that proposals within 

the Plan complemented and took cognisance of 

existing plans, policies and initiatives.

DEVELOPMENT OF FINAL DOCUMENT

In the context of the feedback that was provided 

in relation to the draft Plan, the final Plan was then 

produced.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Both evening and day-time forums were held in Six 

Road Ends, which together with a ‘walk-about’ with 

the Steering Group, allowed the team to meet with 

and gain feedback from a cross-section of people. 

ANALYSIS CONCLUSIONS 

This step involved a review of all the information that 

was gathered from previous consultation, including 

notes from public open forums and questionnaire 

feedback. This information was analysed in order 

to establish a robust understanding of the existing 

strengths and factors that undermine the area, the 

wider strategic context and importantly how that 

‘snap shot’ of today relates to trends over time.

DEVELOPING KEY AIMS

Based on the agreed Analysis, a range of aims were 

established that comprehensively addressed the 

emerging issues.
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The townlands of Ballygrainey, Cotton and Gransha 

are situated within North Down Borough Council 

while Drumhirk is situated within Ards Borough 

Council.

To establish the aims and subsequent initiatives 

for the Integrated Rural Plan it is important to 

understand how the area functions and identify 

its qualities, needs and aspirations. Through 

the various methods of information gathering, 

including the public consultation process, a profile 

for Six Road Ends and the wider rural area has 

been established, setting the context for the area’s 

successful future development.  

The Six Road Ends Integrated Rural Area 

(highlighted in the map below) approximately  

covers four townlands situated within the North 

Down and Ards Borough Council area.

Baseline Audit - Area Profile 2 

INTRODUCTION LOCATION2.1 2.2
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The Ballygrainey Dismantled Railway has been 

designated a Site of Local Nature Conservation 

Importance (SLNCIs) - ND02/01 on the basis of its 

rich flora, fauna and earth science interest.

Six Road Ends is designated as a small settlement 

in the draft Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 

(dBMAP).  A settlement development limit is 

designated around the settlement to, “prevent 

further development along the settlement roads 

and to prevent encroachment into the open 

countryside.”

Cotton (or Cottown) has been identified as a 

small settlement in the Ards and Down Area Plan 

2015.  A development limit is designated around 

the settlement to, “prevent further ribboning of 

development along the A48, a protected route 

linking Newtownards with Donaghadee.“

The area plan identifies some opportunities for 

in-fill development within the settlement limit 

which would serve to give the settlement a more 

compact form.

A Local Landscape Policy Area (LLPA) SS02, 

designates part of Six Road Ends as an area 

considered to be of “greatest amenity value, 

landscape quality or local significance and must 

therefore be protected from undesirable or 

damaging development.”

Those features contributing to the areas 

environmental quality and character are;

•	 Dismantled	 steam	 railway	 corridor	 and	

associated vegetation

•	 Listed	 Buildings	 -	 Ballygrainey	 Presbyterian	

Church

•	 Locally	 significant	 buildings	 -	 Ashton	 House	

and various traditional farm buildings

POLICY REVIEW2.3
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Two public open forums were arranged on the 

afternoon and evening of Thursday 14th February 

2013.  These were held at Ballygrainey Presbyterian 

Church Hall and were facilitated by the facilitated 

by Consultant Team with assistance from the 

Community Group.  Approximately 30-40 members 

of the local community attended the events.  These 

workshops encouraged the community to articulate 

their views and generated considerable feedback 

regarding the village’s strengths, weaknesses and 

future opportunities.

In advance of the public open forum a     

questionnaire was distributed to identify how the 

local community would describe the Six Road Ends 

and rural area and to gauge what they liked and 

disliked most about it.  These questionnaires were 

also distributed during the public open forum 

events.  In total 21 completed questionnaires were 

returned.

The following outlines a summary of the feedback 

received.  The figures in brackets refer to the 

number of times a particular comment was raised

What three words/phrases would you use to 

describe your village?

 3 Dilapidated, Neglected / Tired
 3 Not a village or a hamlet 
 3 Lots of lights & Traffic noise
 2 Church
 2 Dispersed / Scattered

The top FIVE issues raised account for 72% of all 

comments received

7

Consultation Process 3 

INITIAL PUBLIC OPEN FORUM GROUP WALKABOUT QUESTIONNAIRE FEEDBACK3.1 3.2 3.3

A walkabout with the local community group was 

undertaken on Thursday 14th February 2013 prior 

to the public open forums.  Various key areas and 

sites were visited and the extents of the rural area 

were defined.  This  provided a comprehensive 

understanding and appreciation of the unique 

issues to be addressed and opportunities to be 

targeted through the Plan.
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What do you like most about your village?

3 History - People & Events of times past
2 Road Links 
2 rural surrounding away from the roads
2 bus service from roundabout
2 too much traffic

The top FIVE issues raised account for 85% of all 

comments received

What things need to be addressed?

4 Vehicular Roads Safety and Signage
3 Landscape roundabout consider historic 

junction of Six Road Ends
3 Roads Safety for pedestrians, footpath 

connections to summerhill
3 Cottown housing and area upgrade
3 Area needs a facelift - Screen Gilmour’s plot
2 Village sign / Identity
2 Cotton river maintenance
2 Provide bus shelters
2 Traffic congestion at peak times
2 create car park at Orange Hall

The top TEN issues raised account for 81% of all 

comments received

A secondary public open forum was held on the 

evening of Tuesday 12th March 2013 at Ballygrainey 

Orange Hall. 

The purpose of this event was to present the draft 

plan, key project aims and associated initiatives.  This 

event was well attended by the local community 

and played an invaluable role in shaping the final 

plan and project list.

SECONDARY PUBLIC OPEN FORUM3.3

Any further comments?

1 Wonderful old stories of people from the past- 
Betsy Gray, Men on the wall

1 Tighter speed restrictions at night
1 limited parking adjacent to Orange Hall
1 unsightly areas around the Orange Hall 
1 somewhere safe to walk 
1 Need bus shelters & Safe places for children 
1 The DARD fund allocated to this project should 

be more usefully employed in assisting our 
farming industry

1 Address joyriders using  the roundabout at 
night

1 Police need to enforce 40mph speed limit at 
roundabout

1 Six Road Ends is a well known feature but new 
roundabout does not make any reference to 
this
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Analysis Conclusions and Aims4 

ANALYSIS CONCLUSIONS4.1

Following the baseline audit and the consultation 

stage a series of analysis conclusions have emerged.  

These analysis conclusions can be categorised into 

six overarching themes, illustrated as follows.

1.  Area Identity

The area is made up of a collection of hamlets

Six Road Ends is not a village

Roundabout has improved traffic circulation but 

has removed all references to Six Road Ends

Introduce signage to promote identity

Community feel dispersed and scattered

Location is convenient to Bangor, Newtownards 

and Belfast

No sense of ownership

Attractive rural surrounding 

Increased development undermines rural 

character

2.  Traffic and Transport

Traffic speeds through area

Congestion and hidden dip on Green Road

Enforcement of speed restrictions, particularly at 

night

Direct bus service to Newtownards but not Bangor

3.  Community Areas

Provide covered bus shelters

Quarry farm is a highly valued resource

Orange Hall requires parking

Improvements to Cottown area - housing, 

playground and school

The church provides a central focus for the 

community

4.  Six Road Ends Centre

The area feels dilapidated, neglected and tired

Address unsightly areas around Orange Hall

Area lacks a shop/petrol station/Post office

5.  Pedestrian Connectivity

Address pedestrian safety

Establish a footpath to Summerhill

Provide a footpath between Dam Road and 

Cottown

6.  Historical Assets

Rich history associate with Betsy Gray

Local characters - Men on the wall

Old Railway line could be a feature

Archeological interest by Queens at Motte

Area of landscape interest - Lowland moss
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s 1. DEFINING THE AREAS IDENTITY

2. IMPROVING THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT NETWORK

3. UPGRADING COMMUNITY FACILITIES

4. REORGANISING THE SIX ROAD ENDS HUB

5. ENHANCING PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY

6. CELEBRATING THE HISTORICAL LEGACY

The analysis conclusions and overarching themes 

have informed the key aims which guide the 

specific projects and ensure that the area develops 

in accordance with a shared strategic vision.  These 

aims are listed below as follows:

To assist in the understanding of the proposed 

initiatives the plan and associated legend on the 

following page outlines the initiatives relevant to 

the development of Six Road Ends Rural Area.
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1.1 Six Road Ends and Ballygrainey Identity Project

1.2 Defined welcome points

1.3 Community website and facebook page

1.4 Supporting the rural economy

1.5 Establishing a community business forum

1.6 Strengthening the rural character

DEFINING THE AREAS IDENTITY1

2.1 Part time signalised junction at Green Road 

2.2 Appropriately designed bus shelters

2.3 ‘Hidden Dip’ sign and repositioned 40mph signage on Green Road

2.4 Pedestrian Crossing (Gransha Road)

2.5 Limit vehicular access to Presbyterian Church from Gransha Road

2.6 Introduce 40mph zone between Cottown School and The Ten Cottages

2.7 Enforcement of vehicular speed limits and antisocial driving behaviour

3.1 Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church Extension  

3.2 Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church Playarea

3.3 Orange Hall extension

3.4 Cottown public housing modernisation / facade improvements

3.5 Cottown playarea upgrade and associated parking

3.6 Cottown pocket park and allotments  

3.7 Support for local charity network e.g. Quarries Farm

IMPROVING THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT NETWORK2

UPGRADING COMMUNITY FACILITIES3

4.1 Formalised car parking  

4.2 Landscape enhancement project to roundabout and key streets

4.3 Reorganised Street Layout

4.4 Appropriately designed new development

4.5 Defined community space

4.6 Decluttering of signage and advertising on key streets

REORGANISING THE SIX ROAD ENDS HUB4

5.1 Community Greenway along Old Railway Line 

5.2 Footpaths between Six Road Ends and Greenway

5.3 Footpath between Six Road Ends and Cottown

5.4 Footpath between Six Road Ends and Summerhill

5.5 Footpaths to Quarries Farm

ENHANCING PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY5

6.1 Betsy Gray Memorial at roundabout 

6.2 ‘Auld Men on the Wall’ Art Piece

6.3 Interpretation at key historic sites

6.4 Six Road Ends and Ballygrainey Heritage Trail

CELEBRATING THE HISTORICAL LEGACY6
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The following chapter elaborates on the detail of 

each of the projects contained within the plan.  This 

includes a short description of each project, the 

rationale for its inclusion and where appropriate 

existing photographs to emphasise particular 

issues.  

The culmination of these projects will ultimately 

result in a number of short, medium and long term 

measures (see Action Plan - Chapter 7) to address 

the varying needs of the area.

Strategic Projects6 
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DEFINING THE AREAS IDENTITY

SIX ROAD ENDS & BALLYGRAINEY IDENTITY 

PROJECT

From the outset of the project, there has been 

a degree of uncertainty in relation to the actual 

naming of the study area.  Differing views that have 

been put forward have varied in their descriptions, 

ranging from a grouping of townlands such as 

Ballygrainey and Gransha to a hierarchy of hamlets 

around the central hamlet of Six Road Ends.  This 

lack of clarity is further witnessed in existing 

signage, where on the same street, reference is 

made to both Ballygrainey and Six Road Ends.

The aim of this project is to enable the community, 

in conjunction with both North Down and Ards 

Borough Councils, to reach a consensus on the 

most appropriate naming and positioning of the 

area.  This will form the foundation for the roll out of 

additional projects contained within the plan such 

as the proposed heritage trail and interpretation at 

key historic sites.

DEFINED WELCOME POINTS 

Six Road Ends would benefit greatly from the 

identification of defined welcomed points.  The 

location of these points have deliberately not 

been identified on the plan as their location and 

rationale will be informed by the outcome of the 

Identity Project.  However once identified, the 

Plan proposes that welcome signage is located at 

appropriate gateway locations in order to heighten 

the sense of arrival and strengthen the areas 

identity.

COMMUNITY WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGE

The development of a community website 

accompanied by a dedicated facebook page would 

be an effective way of communicating ongoing 

initiatives to residents.  The strong relationship 

between the community and the local heroine, 

Betsy Gray could form the foundation to the 

websites design and content.

6.1
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ESTABLISHING A COMMUNITY BUSINESS 

FORUM

During the analysis stage, a number of local 

businesses were identified within the study area.   

In addition to the existing businesses which have 

premises in Six Road Ends, such as Nash’s and Ian 

Glasgow Car Sales, other business enterprises such 

as Cotton Cookies (Cotton Road) and Ballygrainey 

Boarding Kennels and Cattery (Gransha Road) were 

regarded by residents as providing key services to 

the community.

The Plan advocates that a Community Business 

Forum is established in order to provide these 

businesses with a voice by which they can channel 

key issues and collectively work together.  Such 

a forum would also provide a platform through 

which new fledging enterprises can be formed.  

STRENGTHENING THE RURAL CHARACTER

The rural and remote setting of the area ranked 

highly in those elements that residents liked most 

about where they lived.  One of the key challenges 

in such locations is the retention of those 

characteristics that are considered important to 

their rural character.  One of these factors is clearly 

defined settlement limits that prevent the onset 

of ribbon development which can result in the 

blurring of adjoining rural settlements. 

The Plan recognises the importance that elements 

such as green belt designations play in the 

retention of the rural character of such settlements 

and strives to place importance on this as a key 

issue for the area.    

DEFINING THE AREAS IDENTITY 6.1
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SIGNALISED JUNCTION AT GREEN ROAD

Part time signalised traffic lights are proposed at 

the junction of Green Road and Gransha Road.  The 

purpose of these lights are to address the queuing 

of traffic at peak times along Green Road, which has 

increasingly become a problem since the carrying 

out of the major road improvement works in 2007.  

APPROPRIATELY DESIGNED BUS SHELTERS

The two bus stops within the village, both located 

on opposite sides of the Cotton Road close to 

the roundabout, have no shelter facilities.  The 

Plan proposes that two bus and cycle shelters are 

positioned at both stops and a general clearance of 

the surrounding vegetation is carried out at both 

locations.  The design of the bus and cycle shelters 

should integrate with the overarching branding of 

the area.  

REPOSITIONED SPEED SIGNS AND ‘HIDDEN DIP’ 

The existing 40mph signs along Green Road are 

positioned due west of No. 110.  The close proximity 

of the signage to the centre of Six Road Ends and 

the presence of a ‘hidden dip’ immediately after the 

40mph signage has resulted in a number of road 

accidents in this location.  These are often caused 

by drivers unable to stop in time on occasions 

when they encounter queuing traffic immediately 

after the hidden dip.  

It is therefore proposed that the existing 40mph 

signage is repositioned further west along Green 

Road to a location west of Nos. 80 and 82.  A hidden 

dip warning sign is also proposed to forewarn Six 

Road End bound drivers of the potential of queuing 

traffic at the roundabout.    

IMPROVING THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT NETWORK 6.2

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT GRANSHA ROAD

A pedestrian crossing is proposed immediately 

north of the junction of Green Road and Gransha 

Road.  This crossing would cater for pedestrian 

users of the Presbyterian Church and Six Road 

Ends crossing the lower section of Gransha Road.  

The introduction of this crossing would be phased 

in accordance with proposals associated with the 

reorganised Six Road Ends hub (section 6.4).   
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IMPROVING THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT NETWORK 6.2

LIMIT VEHICULAR ACCESS AT CHURCH

At present, the Presbyterian Church includes 

three vehicular access points, two to the front of 

the church along Gransha Road and one to the 

rear off Old Ballycrochan Road.  The two Gransha 

Road entry/exit points, while accessible by 

southbound vehicles turning left, cause problems 

for northbound vehicles turning right into the 

premises.  This is due to the fact that northbound 

traffic tend to queue within the central lane of 

Gransha Road, a dedicated lane which is clearly 

demarcated for southbound traffic turning right 

onto Green Road.  The Plan therefore proposes that 

the existing Gransha Road access points be used 

for southbound traffic only, while northbound 

traffic be encouraged to use the Old Ballycrochan 

Road entrance.    

INTRODUCE A 40MPH ZONE AT COTTOWN

Traffic speeds along the Cotton Road were 

highlighted as a concern within feedback received 

from the questionnaire (see Appendix 1) and 

during the public consultation sessions.  Proposals 

here include the introduction of a 40mph 

zone at the outer extremities of the settlement 

development limit at the Cottown.  The aim of this 

proposal is to reduce the high traffic speeds that 

are often encountered in this built up area, an area 

which includes Cottown Reading Unit and a high 

proportion of elderly residents. 

ENFORCEMENT OF VEHICULAR SPEEDS AND 

ANTISOCIAL DRIVING

Feedback from the public consultation sessions 

included reference to anti-social driving behaviour 

at the roundabout (high speeds and donutting) 

which has caused distress to residents in the Six 

Road Ends area.  While it is acknowledged that 

it would be difficult to incorporate traditional 

solutions to such issues such as bollards and 

speed ramps, given that these incidents generally 

occur in and around the existing roundabout, it is 

advocated that the number of police patrols in this 

area are increased with a view to targetting cases 

of careless and dangerous driving.   
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EXTENSION

Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church has been 

proactively pursuing their longer term ambitions 

to expand facilities at the Church Hall.  In this 

regard a planning application was submitted in 

November 2012 in relation to internal alterations 

and extension to Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church, 

including revisions to car parking layout and 

landscaping (W/2012/0393/F).  These proposals 

include a new welcome area and meeting space, 

a new kitchen area, reorganised parking and 

associated landscaping.  Two new main entrances 

to both the Church and Halls are also proposed 

along the Old Ballycrochan Road elevation.   

It is noted that planning permission was also 

previously granted for the erection of a manse and 

garage adjacent to the Church (W/2009/0525/RM).

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PLAYAREA

As an integral part of the Churches longer term 

vision, a childrens playarea is also proposed 

within the north east corner of the church lands.  

Coupled with soft landscaping and integrated into 

the footpath network along the Old Ballycrochan 

Road, this proposal will provide a safe and easily 

accessible facility that caters specifically for 

younger residents within Six Road Ends. 

ORANGE HALL EXTENSION

The Orange Hall is highly valued by the wider area  

as a central community facility.  The Plan includes 

a longer term proposal which would enable the 

Hall to increase its footprint within a reorganised 

street layout (see section 6.4), thereby enabling it 

to extend its facilities and services.   

UPGRADING COMMUNITY FACILITIES 6.3
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COTTOWN HOUSING MODERNISATION

Here potential exists to carry out facade and 

modernisation improvements works to the 

existing housing stock within the more established 

neighbourhood of Cottown.  These works could 

include an exterior facelift of the houses and 

garden areas and where appropriate, internal 

improvements to ensure that the housing stock 

meets the needs of specific residents.

COTTOWN PLAYAREA UPGRADE AND PARKING

While Cottown does have a playarea, located to the 

rear of properties along Cotton Road, the site has 

been neglected and the range of play equipment 

is severely limited.  Improvements at this location 

include an upgrade of the playarea including 

resurfacing and the installation of new play 

equipment.  Opportunity also exists to formalise 

several car parking spaces on an adjoining site.     

COTTOWN POCKET PARK AND ALLOTMENTS

An existing sports pitch, located to the south of 

Bailie Park, is in a poor state of repair and is no 

longer used on a regular basis.  Proposals include 

the transformation of this underutilised site into a 

pocket park for the benefit of residents in Cottown.  

An area of the park could also be designated for 

allotment plots for use by local residents and as an 

educational resource for pupils at Cottown Primary 

School. 

SUPPORT FOR LOCAL CHARITY NETWORK

A specific proposal has been included which aims 

to target funding for, and support the work of, 

local charity organisations in the area.  One such 

organisation that would benefit from this initiative 

is the ‘Growing Connections Project’ based at 

Quarries Farm which was set up in 2009 with a long 

term vision to establish a fully fledged care farm.  

Cottown
Primary
School

Playarea
Parking

Pocket park
and allotments

Cotton Road

Bailie Terrace

Bailie Pk

COTTOWN

UPGRADING COMMUNITY FACILITIES6.3



SIX ROAD ENDS Integrated Rural Plan 

20

APPROPRIATELY DESIGNED DEVELOPMENT

With a reorganised street layout, future 

development opportunities can be planned in 

a systematic manner.  Here a range of building 

footprints are catered for which collectively help 

shape new community space, add vibrancy to the 

area, helps support existing businesses and allows 

for the sustained growth of the Six Road Ends hub.  

DEFINED COMMUNITY SPACE

At present Six Road Ends lacks any real external 

community space.  Replanning the area presents 

the opportunity to define a central community 

space.  While used for informal parking on a day 

to day basis, the flexibility of the space means that 

special events such as farmers markets and Orange 

Hall events could also be accommodated.  

REORGANISING THE SIX ROAD ENDS HUB6.4
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REORGANISED STREET LAYOUT

While the need for an Identity Project was identified 

as a key project through the consultation sessions 

to date (see section 6.1), the overwhelming 

viewpoint was that Six Road Ends was considered 

the heart of the area and included services that 

catered for the wider hinterland and needed to be 

supported.  However the severance impact that the 

recent roundabout has had was also emphasised 

particularly in relation to ‘left over’ pieces of land.    

Here the plan advocates a reassessment of the 

existing street layout in order to make particular 

spaces work better for the  community.  By  

reshaping the Old Ballycrochan Road, via an 

existing gapsite, opportunities are then presented 

which would improve the setting of the Orange 

Hall, establish dedicated community space and 

set in place a legible framework for any future 

development.   SIX ROAD ENDS
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FORMALISED CAR PARKING

In reorganising the street layout within Six Road 

Ends, the opportunity also presents itself to 

formalise on-street parking.  Two areas of dedicated 

parking bays could be defined as illustrated below.  

However the larger community space could cater 

for overspill parking as and when the need arose. 

LANDSCAPE ENHANCEMENT PROJECT

To improve the setting of Six Road Ends, a landscape 

enhancement project is proposed which primarily 

tackles those sites along its southern edge 

(Cotton Road).  These strips of land, which were 

largely formed following the construction of the 

roundabout and the subsequent realignment of the 

existing road network, add little to the character of 

the area and are viewed as ‘left over’ plots.

Soft landscaping and native tree planting will 

visually improve the setting of the area and help to 

provide definition to the Six Road Ends hub.  More 

formalised street tree planting, along the edges 

of the community space, also forms part of this 

initiative  

DECLUTTERING OF KEY STREETS 

From site visits and discussions held at the public 

forums, the issue of street clutter was raised.  

This is primarily related to the use of footpaths 

within Six Road Ends for the display and storage 

of goods/materials by businesses within the area.  

While a number of these items only tend to be 

placed temporarily on footpaths, at peak times 

when deliveries are made to adjoining commercial 

premises, particular sections of footpath are 

increasingly becoming cluttered with sales goods.

The Plan advocates that agreements are made 

with businesses in the area in order to ensure that 

these footpaths are kept clear of clutter, however 

allowances should be made in relation to set 

delivery times.         

REORGANISING THE SIX ROAD ENDS HUB6.4
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ENHANCING PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY6.5

SIX ROAD ENDS TO COMMUNITY GREENWAY

In order to forge a walking network in and around Six 

Road Ends, formalised pathways are also proposed 

along key radial roads out of Six Road Ends.  More 

specifically, continuous pathways along both the 

Gransha Road and Ballycrochan Road (see dotted 

white lines below), will begin to formalise short 

walking loops which eminate from Six Road Ends.  

Where necessary, the realisation of these pathways 

and greenway will be subject to consultation and 

agreement with affected landowners.       

SIX ROAD ENDS TO COTTOWN

The Cottown, a growing community due east of Six 

Road Ends, includes new housing developments 

many of which are occupied by young families.  

Combined with the more established part of 

Cottown, in and around Bailie Terrace, this 

settlement is home to a substantial number of 

residents many of which regularly access services 

and facilities at Six Road Ends.  Despite the 

proximity of the Cottown to Six Road Ends, the 

footpath along the Cotton Road which links both 

settlements is fragmented.

The Plan proposes a continuous footpath along  

Cotton Road to ensure pedestrian safety given the 

speeds of traffic along this busy route.  While the 

longer term aspiration is to formalise footpaths 

between both settlements, public feedback has 

shown that securing a footpath between the 

Cottown and Dam Road is of high priority.   

COMMUNITY GREENWAY 

Additional walking opportunities in and around 

Six Road Ends was one of the most discussed issues 

during the public consultation sessions.  Sections 

of the old railway line due north of Six Road Ends, 

which once formed part of the Newtownards to 

Donaghadee line, can still be seen in aerial photos 

of the area (see dotted red line below).  Here the 

Plan advocates exploring the potential of utilising 

the old railway  corridor as a community greenway, 

with connections back into Six Road Ends.       
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ENHANCING PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIVITY6.5

SIX ROAD ENDS TO SUMMERHILL

Continuous footpaths are proposed along Upper 

Gransha Road to connect Six Road Ends to 

Summerhill, a large residential care home.  These 

footpaths would not only facilitate access to the 

care home but would also form part of the wider 

heritage trail (see section 6.6) given the sites 

connections with the birthplace of the infamous 

Betsy Gray.   

SIX ROAD ENDS TO QUARRIES FARM

As part of the overall walking network and a 

measure to support local charity organisations, 

continuous footpaths are proposed between Six 

Road Ends and Quarries Farm.  As a continuation of 

those connections out to the community greenway 

along Gransha Road and Ballycrochan Road a wider 

walking loop can then be formed.  A connecting 

route between both roads, through Quarries Farm 

itself, would help to raise public awareness of the 

ongoing initiatives.  

The forging of continuous footpaths north along 

Gransha Road also strengthens connections 

between Six Road Ends and the southern fringe of 

Bangor.    
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CELEBRATING THE HISTORICAL LEGACY6.6

AULD MEN ON THE WALL ART PIECE

During the consultation sessions, a number of 

residents reminisced fondly about a group of 

characters that regularly met at ‘the wall’ within 

Six Road Ends.  It is proposed that an artpiece is 

commissioned in memory of this group, which 

included Andy Moore, Willie Davidson, Joey 

Prichard, Robert Baxter and Bob Warden, and 

placed in close proximity to the original wall.   

SIX ROADS ENDS HERITAGE TRAIL

The Plan advocates  the  establishment  of a 

dedicated Heritage Trail which encompasses 

key heritage destinations within Six Road Ends 

and provides wider links to the surrounding 

environment and neighbouring settlements.  

This trail would raise both visitor’s and resident’s 

awareness of the rich culture and history of the 

area. 

INTERPRETATION AT KEY HISTORIC SITES

In conjunction with a defined heritage trail, it is 

proposed that interpretation signage is designed 

and strategically positioned in close proximity to 

key historic sites.  These sites would include the 

birth place of Betsy Gray (Summerhill), the motte 

off Kerrs Road and the fairy ring at Green Road 

and the existing railway arches at Gransha and 

Ballycrochan Roads.   

BETSY GRAY MEMORIAL 

According to historical literature Elizabeth Gray 

lived in Gransha townland close to Six Road Ends.  

Legend has it that when the Great Rebellion broke 

out in 1798, Betsy Gray along with her brother 

George and sweetheart Willie Boal headed a sizable 

contingent of Presbyterians from north Down and 

Ards area to meet Government oppression head 

on at Ballynahinch.  

Given the historical resonance of this character, 

who was described as ‘Ulsters Joan of Arc’ in 

Jack McCoys literary examination of her life, it is 

proposed that a memorial to Betsy Gray be erected 

in Six Road Ends.  As one possible option, the Plan 

suggests that the memorial be placed at one of 

the areas most prominent locations, namely the 

roundabout which literally marks the centre point 

of Six Road Ends.       
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One of the key roles of the Action Plan is to prioritise 

those projects that have been identified under 

each of the six overarching aims.  The realisation of 

these proposals will require input from a number 

of various organisations and individuals from the 

public, private and community sectors. 

It is important to ensure that any available funding  

streams are targeted so that the area achieves 

the maximum economic, environmental, physical 

and social benefit from the listed projects.  In this 

regard, the Action Plan also identifies a range of 

potential funding sources which are considered 

relevant to the specific project proposed.

The information included within the Action Plan 

includes the priority of each project, based on 

demand and the likely impact it will have on the 

area. Each project has therefore been allotted a 

short, medium or long-term timeframe.  Here short-

term projects refer to those that the community 

would like to see progressed within one to five 

calendar years.  Medium-term priority refers to 

those projects which could be taken forward and 

realised within five to ten years, while long-term 

aspirations would be delivered over the next ten 

to fifteen years.  

While these priorities  timeframes indicate the 

agreed prioritisation of projects set out within the 

Action Plan, it will be essential to consider the time 

restraints associated with specific funding streams, 

particularly those with imminent deadlines.   The 

Action Plan table also identifies the stakeholders 

whose involvement in the relevant initiative would 

be necessary. 

It is important to note that the following Action 

Plan table should be used as a live document 

to ensure progress is monitored regularly and 

updated accordingly. Invariably, new projects  

and opportunities will arise in future, and these 

should be assessed against the overarching aims 

identified and added to the Action Plan table where 

appropriate.  It will be the responsibility of Rural 

Plan Action Group to undertake a regular review 

of the Action Plan in order to evaluate progress 

made and identify projects where future funding 

resources should be targeted.
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Integrated Rural Plan Project
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Lead Delivery Agents Potential Funders
1.

 D
efi

ni
ng

 th
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ea

s 
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en
tit

y 1.1 Six Road Ends and Ballygrainey Identity Project S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, RDP

1.2 Defined welcome points S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, ACNI, RDP, PS, NITB, Priv, RDP

1.3 Community website and facebook page S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, RDP

1.4 Establishing a community business forum S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RDP NDBC/ABC, RDP

1.5 Strengthening the rural character S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, PS, EDRCN

2.
 Im

pr
ov

in
g 

th
e 

tr
affi

c 
an

d 
tr

an
sp

or
t 

ne
tw

or
k

2.1 Part time signalised junction at Green Road L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, RDP, PS

2.2 Appropriately designed bus shelters M SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, Trans NDBC/ABC, Trans, RS, PS, SREVRG

2.3 ‘Hidden Dip’ warning sign & repositioned 40mph signage on Green Rd M SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS, Priv

2.4 Pedestrian Crossing (Gransha Road) L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS

2.5 Limit vehicular access to Presbyterian Church from Gransha Rd M SREVRG, BPC, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS

2.6 Introduce a 40mph zone at Cottown M SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS, SEELB

2.7 Enforcement of vehicular speed limits and antisocial driving M SREVRG, PSNI, NDBC/ABC, RS PSNI, NDBC/ABC, RS
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3.1 Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church Extension M SREVRG, BPC BPC, PS

3.2 Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church Playarea M/L SREVRG, BPC BPC, PS, RDP

3.3 Orange Hall Extension M/L SREVRG, OO BPC, PS, OO

3.4 Cottown public housing modernisation / facade improvements M SREVRG, NIHE, NDBC/ABC NIHE, NDBC/ABC

3.5 Cottown playarea upgrade and associated parking L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, NIHE, RS NDBC/ABC, NIHE, RS, RDP

3.6 Cottown pocket park and allotments L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, NIHE NDBC/ABC, NIHE, CVNI, RDP

3.7 Support for local charity network, e.g. Quarries Farm S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, SREVRG NDBC/ABC, SREVRG, RDP
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4.1 Formalised car parking  M/L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS, OO, Priv

4.2 Landscape enhancement project to roundabout and key streets S SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, CVNI, RS, PS, Priv, RDP

4.3 Reorganised street layout L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, RS NDBC/ABC, RS, PS, Priv

4.4 Appropriately designed new development L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, Priv NDBC/ABC, Priv, PS

4.5 Defined community space L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, DSD NDBC/ABC, DSD, OO, Priv, RS, PS, RDP, EDRCN

4.6 Decluttering of signage and advertising on key streets L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, Priv NDBC/ABC, Priv, RS, PS

5.
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5.1 Community Greenway along Old Railway Line M SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, NIEA NDBC/ABC, NIEA, Priv, HLF, HTH, RDP

5.2 Footpaths between Six Road Ends and Greenway L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, Priv, HTH, RS

5.3 Footpath between Six Road Ends 
and Cottown

Cottown to Dam Road M/L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, Priv, HTH, RS

Dam Road to Six Road Ends M/L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, Priv, HTH, RS

5.4 Footpath between Six Road Ends and Summerhill L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, Priv, HTH, RS

5.5 Footpaths to Quarries Farm L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC NDBC/ABC, Priv, HTH, RS

6.
 C
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is
to
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al

 L
eg

ac
y 6.1 Betsy Gray Memorial M SREVRG, RS, NDBC/ABC RS, NDBC/ABC, NIEA, DSD, HLF, ACNI, CVNI, RDP

6.2 ‘Auld Men on the Wall’ Art Piece M/L SREVRG, RS, NDBC/ABC RS, NDBC/ABC, NIEA, ACNI, CVNI, RDP

6.3 Interpretation at key historic sites M/L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, NIEA NDBC/ABC, NIEA, HLF, NITB, ACNI, Priv, RDP

6.4 Six Road Ends and Ballygrainey Heritage Trail L SREVRG, NDBC/ABC, NIEA NDBC/ABC, NIEA, HLF, NITB, ACNI, RA, Priv, RDP

Integrated Rural Plan Project
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Lead Delivery Agents Potential Funders

Timeframe 
S= Short (1- 5 yrs)
M = Medium (5 - 10 yrs)
L = Long (10 - 15 yrs) 

Delivery Agents, Funders  and Stakeholders: 
ACNI Arts Council of Northern Ireland
ABC Ards Borough Council
BPC Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church
CVNI Conservation Volunteers Northern Ireland
DSD Department for Social Development
EDRCN East Down Rural Community Network

HLF Heritage Lottery Fund
HTH Highway to Health
NDBC  North Down Borough Council
NIEA Northern Ireland Environment Agency
NIHE Northern Ireland Housing Executive
NITB Northern Ireland Tourist Board

NT National Trust
OO Orange Order
Priv Private Sector
PS Planning Service
PSNI Police Service of NI
RA Rivers Agency

RDP Rural Development Programme
RS Roads Service
SEELB South Eastern Education and Library Board
SREVRG Six Road Ends Village Regeneration Group
Trans Translink
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Breakdown of feedback from questionnaire

Appendix 1
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3
Dilapidated, neglected, 
tired 3 History - people and events of times gone by 4

Vehicular Roads Safety and Signage. Hidden dip in 
Gransha Road / Green Road approaching main 
junction / Cars coming over hill at speed into traffic. 
consider moving the end of the Green Road further 
up to allow traffic to exit the Green Rd. There is 
confusion when turning right as cars coming off the 
roundabout are still signalling  1 Tighter speed restrictions at night

3 Not a village or a hamlet 2 Road Links 3
Landscape roundabout consider historic junction of 
Six Road Ends 1 Limited parking adjacent to Oraange Hall

3
Lots of lights and traffic 
noise 2 Rural surrounding away from the roads 3

Road safety for pedestrians, footpath connections to 
Summerhill 1 Unsightly areas around the Orange Hall 

2 Church 2 Bus service from roundabout 3

Cottown Housing Upgrade and more community 
involvement, possible use of school premises/new 
playground 1 Somewhere safe to walk 

2 Dispersed / Scattered 2 Too much traffic 3
Area needs a facelift and plot belonging to Gilmour 
needs landscape screening 1 Need bus shelters and safe places for children 

1 Convenient 1 People engaged, friendly & considerate 2 Village sign / Identity 1

The DARD fund proposed to be allocated to this 
project should be more usefully employed in assisting 
our farming industry

1 No sense of ownership 1 No longer rural 2

A permanent car park should be created alonside the 
Orange Hall / Secured from the main road with 
shrubs and trees 1

Joyriders using  the roundabout at night needs to be 
addressed.

1 Old Post office 2 Provide bus shelters 1
Police need to enforce the 40mph speed limit leading 
to the roundabout

1 Orange Hall 2 Traffic congestion at peak times 1
Six Road Ends is a well known feature but new 
roundabout does not make any reference to that 

1 Roundabout 2 Roundabout has improved traffic flow 1

Wonderful old stories of the people from the past. 
Would love to see a book similar to the one of 
Ballyvester area

1 Shop/petrol station/Post office 
1 Green area 
1 Neighbourhood watch scheme
1 Cotton river maintenance
1 Good bus service to Bangor not via n'ards
1 Street lights

18 13 32 10

72% Top Five 85% Top Five 50% Top Five

81% Top Ten

What do you like most about Village?Words/Phrases to describe Village Further commentsIssues to be addressed
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