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A summary* 
 

The Big Plan for Ards and North Down sets out a shared 

vision and ambition that the Strategic Community 

Planning Partnership has agreed to work towards over 

the next 15 years.  

 

It is based on five outcomes that help to tell a story of 

what people in Ards and North Down want their future 

to be. An important element of this story is the 

statistical evidence base.  

 

A statistical baseline has been established that over 

time will let us assess whether delivery of the Big Plan is 

achieving the results we hope for.  

 

This baseline also helps support some of the anecdotal 

evidence we gathered from the public as part of the Big 

Conversation.  

 

Our statistical evidence base will be updated and added 

to as new or different information becomes available. 

Statistics change and can often be out-of-date as soon 

as they are published. We will continue to review  our 

statistical baseline and use it to inform the creation of 

delivery plans and the work of Ards and North Down’s 

Strategic Community Planning Partnership.  
 

 
*A more detailed view of the statistical baseline is available 

on www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/community-planning 

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/community-planning
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Ards and North Down is a fantastic area where people value friendly communities, beautiful outdoor 

spaces and the recent investment in many of the borough’s town centres and economic hubs. 

Ards and North Down’s geographical area is nearly 228 square miles with approximately 115 miles of 

coastline. The area is known for its rich diversity of scenic countryside and extends from Holywood on 

the shores of Belfast Lough to Portaferry on the southern tip of the Ards Peninsula and Killinchy to the 

west of Strangford Lough.  

Strangford Lough, which is of global environmental importance, forms the central geographical and 

landscape feature of the area. This island studded Lough is part of the Strangford and Lecale Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and was the first Marine Nature Reserve in Northern Ireland. It is also an 

Area of Special Scientific Interest and a RAMSAR site due to it being a wetland of international 

importance.  

The largest population centres are Bangor and Newtownards followed by Comber, Holywood and 

Donaghadee. There is also a vibrant network of villages, each with their own plans and ideas on how they 

can improve the physical and social attributes of their communities. 

Ards and North Down is served by 1,152km of public roads, containing 4.5% of the total Northern Ireland 

network. Within the borough there are 27km of dual carriage A-roads; 137km of single carriage A-roads; 

58km of B-roads; 165km of C-roads; with the remaining unclassified roads totalling 766km.  

 

80% of our residents live in the 

northern 25% of our borough. This 

can result in some individuals and 

communities experiencing rural 

isolation. 

In Ards and North Down residents 

benefit from two community 

hospitals; 48 primary schools (of 

which seven are integrated); 12 post-

primary schools; three special 

schools; two further education 

colleges; two police stations; one 

juvenile justice centre; five children 

homes; seven fire stations; two 

ambulance stations; three RNLI 

lifeboat stations; six council owned 

leisure and sports centres; nine 

recycling centres and 49 managed 

recycling banks.  

About Ards and North Down 
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Our changing population demographics 
 
 

On 23 June 2015, the population of the Ards and North Down was estimated to be 158,797 persons, rep-
resenting 9% of the Northern Ireland total. Between 2001 and 2015 our population increased by 6% 
(9,238 people), the third lowest increase out of the 11 council areas. It is expected to increase steadily un-
til 2030, then start to gradually decline. It is estimated there will be just over 163,000 residents by 2032. 
This projected decline is in contrast to the projected population rise predicted for the rest of Northern 
Ireland. 
 
Our population is getting older. In 2015, 20% of people in Ards and North Down were aged 65 and over. 
By 2032 this is projected to have risen to 28%. 
 
 
The population pyramids below demonstrate how the population demographics will change over the 15 
years of the Big Plan. This change will have implications on the services needed as well as jobs, housing 
and education requirements.  

Population pyramid 2014 

Population pyramid 2032 
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Gap between % of non-Free School Meal Entitlement School leavers and % FSME school leavers achieving at 
Level 2 or above including English & Maths (Source: NISRA, Department of Education) - over the past five 
years there has consistently been approximately 40% points difference which is an indication of educational 
inequality.  
 
Proportion of babies born at low birth weight (<2500g) (Source: NISRA, NI Health & Social Care Inequalities 
Monitoring System (HSCIMS)) - Since 2009-13 numbers have increased. In 2011-15 6.5% of babies born were 
classed as underweight which can be an  indication of poor maternal health and social circumstances.  
 
Further Education Regulated Enrolments by Age (Source: NISRA, Statistics and Research Branch, 
Department for the Economy) - Since 2012 there has been a decrease in the number of people over the age of 60 
enrolled in further education courses. Number fell from 675 in 2012 to 264 in 2014. As our population ages further 
education, hobby and lifestyle courses can help to reduce social isolation.  
 
14% of mothers smok during pregnancy (Source: NISRA, Department of Health, 2014) 
 
96% attendance at primary school and 93% attendance at post-primary school (Source: NISRA, Department 
of Education, 2014/15) 
 
28% of the population (within the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust) who volunteered within the 
last year (Source: NISRA, Department for Communities, 2015) 
 
12% of all Youth Justice referral in Northern Ireland are from Ards and North Down (Source: NISRA, Youth 
Justice Agency, 2014) 
 
People in Ards and North Down have the highest levels of self-efficacy (self belief) (mean 19.4) in Northern 
Ireland (Source: NISRA, The Executive Office, 2014-16) 
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Prescriptions for anti-depressant drugs (Source: NISRA Business Services Organisation, Department of 
Health) - mental health is recognised as a growing issue across all demographics. This increase in the number of 
anti-depressant drugs prescribed (0.93 in  2012 compared to 1.13 in 2013 and 1.14 in 2014 per head of population) 
indicates that things are getting worse rather than better. 
 
Attendance or admission to hospital for drugs or alcohol (Source: NISRA, Public Health & Research Branch, 
Information Analysis Directorate)- since 2008 there has been a reasonably consistent number of people admitted 
to hospital for alcohol (approximately 650 per 100,00 population) and drugs (approximately 280 per 100,000 
population) related issues. This can be an indication of health inequalities as those in areas of higher 
deprivation are twice as likely to need help for alcohol and drug abuse.  
 
Number of preventable deaths per 100,000 population (Source: NISRA, Public Health & Research Branch, 
Information Analysis Directorate) - preventable deaths are ones that with lifestyle change or earlier medical 
intervention could have been avoided. In Ards and North Down preventable deaths have deceased since 2006-10.  
 
Gap in life expectancy between more deprived areas and borough overall (Source: NISRA, Public Health & 
Research Branch, Information Analysis Directorate) - people who live in areas of greater deprivation currently live 
for two or three years less than those living in more affluent areas.  
 
20% of people have limiting long-term health problems or disabilities (Source: NISRA, Census 2011) 
 
81% of people view themselves to be in good or very good health (Source: NISRA, Continuous Household 
Survey 2013-16) 
 
25 deaths were drugs related which is getting worse year on year (Source: NISRA, 2015) 
 
24 deaths were alcohol related which is 20% higher that the previous year (Source: NISRA, 2015) 
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Number of hospital admissions due to accidents (Source: NISRA, Department of Health) - while this indicator 
is showing improvement since 2011, more needs to be done to reduce this figure to zero. In 2011, 1,434 people 
were admitted to hospital compared to 1,408 in 2012 and 1,353 in 2013.  
 
Road traffic casualties per 10k of the population (Source: NISRA, Police Service of Northern Ireland) - road 
traffic casualties have increased from 38.8 per 10,000 population in 2013 to 44.5 per 10,000 in 2015.  
 
Number of recorded crime offences (Source: NISRA, Police Service of Northern Ireland) - crime figures dipped 
between 2009/10 and 2012/13 but have since been on the increase. In 2012/13, 5,672 crime were recorded 
compared to 6,256 in 2015/16.  
 
Number of recorded anti-social behaviour crime offences (Source: NISRA, Police Service of Northern Ireland) - 
anti-social behaviour can be broken down into nuisance, personal and environmental. Levels in Ards and North 
Down are high and since 2009 over 5,000 incidents are recorded annually. 
 
26% people feel they have an influence when it comes to local decisions (Source: Northern Ireland Life and 
Times Survey, 2013-15) 
 
278 accidental dwelling fires (Source: Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service, April 2012—March 2015) 
 
29% of people (within the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust) say fear of crime has an impact on the 
quality of their life (Source: Northern Ireland Crime Survey, 2013) 
 
67 recorded hate crimes (including crimes with the following motivations—disability, racist, transphobic, 
sectarian, faith/religions and homophobic (Source: NISRA, PSNI, 2016) 
 
96% of people see shopping centres in Ards and North Down as ‘shared and open’ to all (Source: Northern 
Ireland Life and Times Survey, 2013-15) 
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Working age population—skills levels (Source: NISRA, Department for the Economy) - there has been a 
decrease in the number of people in Ards and North Down with no qualifications. At the same time the number of 
people skilled to level 4 and above has increased. In 2009, 58% or people’s qualifications were below level 2, this 
had reduced to 53% by 2015.  
 
Gross value added of businesses (Source: NISRA, Annual Business Inquiry, Department for the Economy) - the 
estimated value of businesses in Ards and North Down is decreasing. From 2011—2012, they rose from £807m to 
£854m and then fell to £766m in 2013 and £756m in 2014. 
 
Proportion of working age population who are economically inactive (%) (Source: NISRA, Department for the 
Economy) - the percentage of working age people who are not currently employed and who are not seeking 
employment has remained steady over the last number of year at approximately 25-30%. This figure includes 
people who are at home looking after family members or are retired.  
 
Tourism expenditure on overnight trips (Source: NISRA, Department of Finance) - in 2014, £44m were spent on 
overnight trips to the area. This has decreased from the previous two years, but is more that 2011 when £38m 
was spent.  
 
4,285  VAT and PAYE registered businesses (Source: NISRA, Inter-departmental Business Register, 2014) 
 
£405.5 median weekly earnings of AND residents, £310 median weekly earning of jobs located in Ards and 
North Down (Source: NISRA, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings, 2016) 
 
78% of the working age population are economically active (Source: NISRA Labour Force Survey, 2015) 
 
14% town centre vacancy rate (Source: Land and Property Services, 2017) 
 
15% of individuals are living in relative poverty (Source: NISRA, Department for Communities, 2012-14) 
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Number of applicants on Social Housing Stress list (Source: NIHE) - numbers have fluctuated from 2,048 in 2011 
to 2,120 in 2013 and 1,985 in 2014. Figures on the housing stress list increased to just over 2,060 for 2015 and 2016.  
 
Area of pollinator friendly planting by Ards and North Down Borough Council (m2) (Source: Ards and North 
Down Borough Council) - since 2012 there has been a rapid increase in the amount of land managed by the Council 
within Ards and North Down that has been planted with pollinator friendly species. In 2012, on 580m2 was planted 
with pollinator friendly species compared to 5,660m2 in 2014 and 2015. 
 
41% municipal waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate (Source: NISRA, Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, 2015) 
 
55 buildings are classed as being at risk (Source: NIEA, 2016) 
 
977 planning applications were received with a 95% approval rate (Source: Ards and North Down Borough 
Council, 2015-16) 
 
No exceedances of any of the pollutants listed in the Air Quality Strategy were recorded (Source: Ards and 
North Down Borough Council, 2016) 
 
Ards and North Down is a Fairtrade Borough (Source: Ards and North Down Borough Council, 2017) 
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CONTACTING US 

Community Planning 
Ards and North  Borough Council 

Town Hall 
The Castle 

Bangor 
BT20 4BT 

 
P: 0300 013 3333 

E: communityplanning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
T: @thebigplanAND 

What is community planning? 
Community planning is about joined up 
government and increasing the opportunities for 
residents to influence local priorities and how 
resources are allocated. People and their 
wellbeing are at the heart of community planning. 
 
The Big Plan for Ards and North Down is our 
community plan. It sets out our aspirations for the 
future and what we will need to do over the next 
15 years, from now until the year 2032. 
 
Lots of organisations are involved in delivering the 
Big Plan and they will work closely with each other 
to achieve better outcomes for everyone.  
 
How will we know the Big Plan is working? 
We have collected lots of information and data on 
the priorities and outcomes that are included in 
the Big Plan. This is called our statistical baseline. 
 
When any of the community planning partners 
undertake actions, or change how a service is 
being delivered, we can use the baseline data to 
determine if these actions are making a difference.  
 
Change will not happen overnight which is why 
the Big Plan will provide strategic direction for the 
next 15 years.  
 
Stay informed 
Stay part of the 
conversation by 
signing up for this 
newsletter , following us on twitter or view 
community planning information hosted on Ards 
and North Down Borough Council’s website.  

Overview of the Big Plan for Ards and North Down 

*list of partners correct on April 2017 

mailto:communityplanning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/myvoicemyAND
http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/resident/community-planning/draft-community-plan


10 

For more information on community planning and the  
Big Plan for Ards and North Down visit: 

 
www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/community-planning 

 
 

Contact details for further information on the Statistics: 
 

Joanne Henderson 
NISRA Statistician with Ards and North Down Borough Council 

Phone: 0300 013 3333 ext. 40736 
 
 

Click here to view the Big Plan for Ards and North Down 
Click here to follow the Big Plan on Twitter 

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/community-planning
mailto:joanne.henderson@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/downloads/The_Big_Plan_Second_Edt_d2.pdf
https://twitter.com/myvoicemyAND

