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Executive Summary 
 

This Position Paper aims to provide an overview of open space, sport and 

outdoor recreation provision in the Ards and North Down Borough Council area 

and also to assist in identifying the key future direction for the Local 

Development Plan (LDP) up to 2030. 

 

It is important to stress that in compiling the Position Paper, the best information 

available has been used.  Any necessary revisions to the evidence shall be 

presented as an addendum to this paper. 

 

The paper will provide a foundation of evidence to bring forward proposals in the 

Preferred Options Paper (POP) and also form a starting point with the views of 

members generated as part of the engagement event.  The POP is the earliest 

stage of plan preparation and will form the basis for consulting with the public and 

stakeholders on a range of options for dealing with key issues in the Borough.  It 

shall also allow members to commence consideration of how policy for open space, 

sport and outdoor recreation can be formulated within the context of the Regional 

Development Strategy 2035 (RDS) and the Strategic Planning Policy Statement 

(SPPS). 

 

Any future decision making will need to be made in the context of a Sustainability 

Appraisal under the provisions of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Act 2011.  This 

paper is therefore intended to generate members’ ideas on how planning can best 

protect, enhance and encourage open space, sport and outdoor recreation 

provision in the Ards and North Down Borough Council area.  

 

 

Introduction 
 

1.1 The purpose of this paper is to provide baseline evidence in order to inform 

members and enable meaningful participation in the LDP workshops. 
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1.2 It sets out the regional context on open space, sport and outdoor recreation, 

and examines existing assets and developments within the Borough.  The 

paper allows members to consider how open space, sport and outdoor 

recreation related policy may be formulated within the context of the 

Regional Development Strategy 2035 (RDS) and regional planning policy. 

This is followed by an assessment of the existing Development Plan context. 

 

 

Regional Planning Policy Context 
 

2.1 The regional policy context is provided by the Regional Development Strategy 

2035 (RDS), the Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) for Northern 

Ireland and extant regional planning policy. 

 

Regional Development Strategy 2035 (RDS) 
 

2.2 The RDS provides an overarching strategic planning framework to facilitate and 

guide the public and private sectors.  Preparation of Local Development Plans 

by Councils must ‘take account’ of the RDS. 

 

2.3 The RDS promotes the link between environment, health and well-being and 

places emphasis on supporting healthy lifestyles and the promotion of health in 

the community1.  The RDS also recognises the importance of accessible green 

infrastructure and the benefits it can offer not only to people but to urban and 

rural renaissance and to improving the overall environment. 

 

2.4 The Regional Guidance within RG 4 ‘Promote a sustainable approach to the 

provision of tourism infrastructure’, recognises the health benefits of having 

an active population motivated to explore Northern Ireland’s tourism assets2. 

As well as having health benefits, sports tourism, such as golf, walking, 

                                                           
1 RDS 2035 page 19 
2 RDS 2035 pages 35-36 

https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/regional_dev_2035.htm
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cycling, equestrian and water sports, can actively contribute to the economy. 

 

2.5 The guidance set out in RG 7 ‘Supporting urban and rural renaissance’, 

identifies the importance of renaissance in revitalising areas and attracting 

investment3.  It identifies the key role recreation has for regeneration and 

promotes recreational space within cities, towns and neighbourhoods.  RG 7 

also advises that new developments or plans should make provision for 

adequate green and blue infrastructure.  This is particularly important for sites 

near designated nature conservation areas, as it will help to reduce 

recreational pressure on these areas.  

 

2.6 The RDS also highlights the importance of community greenways and 

requires these areas to be protected and enhanced as part of the network of 

open spaces.  These green networks will provide opportunities to link walking 

and cycling routes to areas of built and natural heritage and other areas of 

recreational interest4.  These recreation and amenity networks present an 

opportunity for people to get active, and promote the health and well-being of 

those living in urban areas. 

 

 

Strategic Planning Policy Statement for Northern Ireland (SPPS) 
 

2.7 The SPPS sets out the strategic subject planning policy for a wide range of 

planning matters.  It also provides the core planning principles to underpin 

the delivery of the two-tier planning system with the aim of furthering 

sustainable development.  It sets out the strategic direction for councils to 

bring forward detailed operational policies within future local development 

plans. 

 

2.8 The SPPS highlights the importance of open space, sport and outdoor 

recreation both now and in the future.  It states that everyone should have 

                                                           
3 RDS 2035 pages 38-39 
4 RDS 2035 page 49 

https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/spps.htm
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easy access to open space and the opportunity to participate in sport and 

outdoor recreational activity.  Even if access to open space is not available, 

open space areas are important as they contribute to the quality of urban life 

by providing green lungs, visual breaks and wildlife habitats in built up areas. 

Open space areas play an important role in enhancing the character of 

residential areas and contributing to the aesthetic value of civic buildings and 

conservation areas.  Open space areas can help to attract business and 

tourism, as well as aiding urban and rural renaissance and regeneration. 

 

2.9 The SPPS provides the regional strategic objectives for open space, sport 

and outdoor recreation, these are to:  

 safeguard existing open space and sites identified for future such 

provision;  

 ensure that areas of open space are provided as an integral part of new 

residential development and that appropriate arrangements are made 

for their management and maintenance in perpetuity;  

 facilitate appropriate outdoor recreational activities in the countryside 

that do not negatively impact on the amenity of existing residents;  

 ensure that new open space areas and sporting facilities are convenient 

and accessible for all sections of society, particularly children, older 

people and those with disabilities;  

 achieve high standards of siting, design and landscaping for all new 

open space areas and sporting facilities; and  

 ensure that the provision of new open space areas and 

sporting facilities is in keeping with the principles of 

environmental conservation and help sustain and enhance 

biodiversity.  

 

2.10 The SPPS provides guidance on the preparation of LDPs and the 

determination of planning applications.  This requires the preparation of an 
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Open Space Strategy, which should reflect the aim, objectives and policy 

approach of the SPPS, tailored to the specific circumstances of the Council. 

The SPPS states that the LDP should be informed by a survey of both public 

and private open space, which identifies the different needs they serve.  The 

assessment will include other forms of open space including children’s play 

areas and the availability of indoor sports facilities. Important consideration 

will be given to the distribution and accessibility of such spaces and facilities 

together with the amenity value, environmental assets and linkages they 

provide.  This process should also involve input from other interested bodies 

such as the Sports Council NI.  A consideration of the open space within the 

borough will include the distribution and accessibility of spaces and facilities, 

together with the amenity value, environmental assets and linkages.  This 

work will inform the Council’s preparation and allow it to bring forward 

appropriate local policies and proposals in its LDP.  

 

2.11 The SPPS states Councils, when preparing LDPs, “should assess existing 

provision of open space in the plan area against the National Playing Fields 

Association (NPFA) recommended minimum standard of 2.4 hectares of 

‘outdoor playing space’ per 1000 population (commonly referred to as the 

‘Six-acre standard’).  These assessments should consider both the level of 

‘outdoor playing space’ provision in the plan area, and the distribution and 

accessibility of such use”. 

 

2.12 The SPPS also states that the LDP in zoning open space, sport and outdoor 

recreation areas for future needs should take the following into account: 

 Accessibility to and from existing and proposed housing areas with due 

consideration given to accessibility needs; 

 The potential for any detriment to the environment, habitats, sensitive 

environmental features and other biodiversity assets; 

 Assessment of the contribution that open space can make to overall 

environmental quality, sense of place and community life; 
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 The importance of protecting linear spaces such as pedestrian and 

cycle routes, community corridors, former railway lines, rivers and canal 

corridors many of which are valuable in linking larger areas of open 

space and providing important wildlife corridors/ecological networks; 

 Promoting and protecting public access to and along the coast; 

 Making adequate provision of green and blue infrastructure; and 

 Identifying and designating areas of open space, which perform a 

strategic function, such as landscape wedges in urban areas. 

 

 

Relevant operational Planning Policy  
 

PPS 8 Open Space, Sport & Outdoor Recreation 
 

2.13 The SPPS consolidates all regional planning policy, including PPS 8 into 

one document.  A transitional period is in operation until a Plan Strategy for 

the Ards and North Down Borough area has been adopted and during this 

period the Council will apply the existing policy contained within PPS 8 

together with the SPPS.  The SPPS does not introduce any significant 

changes to open space, sport and outdoor recreation development policy. 

The policy objectives of PPS 8 are to: - 

 Safeguard existing open space and sites identified for future such 

provision; 

       ensure that areas of open space are provided as an integral 

part of new residential development, and that appropriate 

arrangements are made for their management and 

maintenance in perpetuity; 

       facilitate appropriate outdoor recreational activities in the 

countryside; 

 ensure that new open space areas and sporting facilities 

are convenient and accessible for all sections of society, 

https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/policy_publications/planning_statements/pps08.htm
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particularly children, the elderly and those with disabilities; 

 achieve high standards of siting, design and 

landscaping for all new open space areas, and 

sporting facilities; 

 ensure that the provision of new open space areas and 

sporting facilities is in keeping with the principles of 

environmental conservation and helps sustain and 

enhance biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 Council Plans and Strategies 
 

The Council’s Corporate Plan 2015-2019 
 

3.1 The themes within this have direct relevance to open space, sport and 

outdoor recreation.  Under the strategic priority heading PEOPLE, the 

Council’s Corporate Plan sets aims to ‘improve health, wellbeing and 

promote active lifestyles’.  Furthermore, under the heading PLACE one of the 

aims is to ‘invest in and promote facilities and outdoor spaces’.  Finally the 

PROSPERITY section includes the aim to ‘enhance the visitor experience 

and to increase visitor spend’.  

 

 Community Plan 'The Big Plan for Ards and North Down'  
 

3.2 The Local Government (Northern Ireland) Act 2014 requires Councils to 

facilitate the development of a Community Plan via a Community Planning 

Partnership.  Members of the Partnership are drawn from across the public, 

private and third sector in Ards and North Down.  The partnership is 

strategically managed by Ards and North Down’s Strategic Community 

Planning Partnership which is responsible for providing overarching 

leadership as well as reviewing the implementation of the plan. 

 

3.3 The Big Plan provides a commitment from the Strategic Community 

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/resident/community-planning/the-big-plan-for-ards-and-north-down
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Planning Partnership to the people of Ards and North Down on what will be 

a collective initiative over the next 15 years.  

 

3.4 “The Local Government Act introduces a statutory link between the 

community plan and a council’s local development plan, in that the 

preparation of the LDP must take account of the community plan.  It is 

intended that the LDP will be the spatial reflection of the community plan 

and that the two should work in tandem towards the same vision for a 

council area and its communities and set the long term social, economic 

and environmental objectives for an area.” (para 7.4 Development Plan 

Practice Note 01, Introduction: Context for Local Development Plans, April 

2015.) 

 

3.5 Outcome 2 in “The Big Plan” links to the provision of Open Space and 

Recreation within the Local Development Plan.  

 

 “Outcome 2: All people in Ards and North Down enjoy good health and 

wellbeing.  We will work towards this outcome by empowering people to 

take control of their personal wellbeing and make better life choices by 

increasing opportunities for people to adopt more active lifestyles.” 

 

 

Ards and North Down Integrated Strategy for Tourism, Regeneration and 
Economic Development 2018-2030. 

 

3.6 The Council’s Integrated Strategy for Tourism, Regeneration and Economic 

Development underscores the importance the Council places upon open 

space, sport and outdoor recreation and how it can encourage and inspire 

tourism, regeneration and economic development.   

 

3.7 The Integrated Strategy reiterates the value and benefit of water and land for 

sport and recreation, highlighting the fact three quarters of the Borough’s 

settlements are located on the coast.  The prominence of open space in 

shaping places and the importance between developments, their settings 
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and the open spaces which connect them is also identified.  The popularity of 

the existing Comber Greenway and North Down coastal path are testament 

to the potential for expansion and linkage, which will result in further 

investment from residents, businesses and visitors. 

 
  
 
 Ards and North Down Borough Council Sports Facility Strategy 2016-2026 

 

3.8 The Ards and North Down Borough Council Sports Facility Strategy 2016 –      

2026, reflects the wider Northern Ireland Framework for Sports Facilities 

Development 2016-2026 and provides a framework for the future 

prioritisation, development and provision of sports facilities at a local level, to 

meet identified community need.  The aim is to develop a strategic 

framework for the future provision of sports facilities in Ards and North Down 

Borough Council.  This identifies the need for provision, and the priorities for 

investment into sports facilities, informed by evidence of need, consultation 

with key stakeholders and a supply and demand analysis. 

 

3.9  The assessment and analysis undertaken to develop the Strategy identifies 

 a need for some additional provision, across a range of facility types, as 

 well as more generic needs in terms of improvement to the quality of 

 existing facilities, and the accessibility of provision.  The facility needs have 

 been identified as a result of the qualitative, quantitative and accessibility 

 analysis undertaken.  The Strategy concludes by identifying fourteen key 

 recommendations for the work of the Community and Wellbeing Directorate 

 within the Council.  This information will be supplemented by further 

 research to meet the requirements of the SPPS and the LDP process. 

 

3.10 This information will be crucial in developing a strong and robust Open 

Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation Strategy that addresses planning 

policy issues and the Council’s future programmes in terms of open space 

provision for the LDP. 
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Other Relevant Documents 
 
NICE Public Health Guideline  

 

3.11 The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE)  provides 

national guidance and advice to improve health and social care state.  Health 

Guideline (NG90) Physical Activity and the Environment covers how to 

improve the physical environment to encourage and support physical activity, 

the aim being to increase the general population’s physical activity levels. 

 

3.12 The guideline calls for the enhancement of the accessibility, quality and 

appeal to users of local open spaces, especially green and blue spaces, to 

increase their use.  The focus is particularly on communities who may not 

currently use them, for example those with low mobility, low income 

communities and some black and minority ethnic communities.  Measures 

suggested include providing; 

 

 facilities that help people of all cultures and backgrounds to feel safe and 

welcome, for example by providing safe areas in which children can play 

and picnic facilities; 

 lighting and other measures to prevent or reduce antisocial behaviour, 

such as maintaining vegetation;  

 clear signs that can be understood by everyone, including people with 

visual impairments and learning disabilities;  

 seats with arms and backrests, sited at frequent intervals; 

 shelter and shade; 

 accessible toilets that are clean, well maintained and unlocked during 

daylight hours; 

 footpaths with even, non-reflective, anti-glare surfaces and tactile paving; 

 access by public transport, on foot and by bike (including providing cycle 

parking; and 

 car parking for blue badge holders and other people with limited mobility. 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng90/chapter/recommendations#limited-mobility
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World Health Organisation (WHO)  report: Urban green spaces and health - 
a review of evidence (2016) 

 
3.13 This WHO report summarizes evidence on the health effects of green space 

in urban areas showing that green spaces offer numerous public health 

benefits, including psychological relaxation and stress reduction, enhanced 

physical activity and a potential reduction in exposure to, among other 

harmful urban factors, air pollution, noise and excessive heat.  The report 

concludes that there is a need for both small, local green spaces situated 

very close to where people live and spend their day, and large green spaces 

that provide formal recreational facilities (such as playing fields) and 

opportunities to interact with nature. 

  

 

Play and Leisure Policy Statement and Implementation Plan for Northern 
Ireland 
 

3.14 This was produced by the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First 

Minister (OFMDFM) in 2011.  This ten-year strategy aims to see a high value 

placed on play and leisure facilities for all children and young people in 

Northern Ireland in order to support their development and growth.  It aims to 

improve current play and leisure provision.  

   

 

Sport Matters – The NI Strategy for Sport and Physical Recreation 2009-
2019 
 

3.15 Delivered by Sport NI working in partnership with the Department of Culture, 

Arts and Leisure, the Strategy sets out the key strategic priorities for sport 

and physical recreation as well as a new shared sporting vision of a culture 

of lifelong enjoyment and success in sport.  The Strategy sets out the case 

for ongoing and increased investment in sport and physical recreation to 

deliver a range of sporting outcomes and support the wider social agenda in 

areas such as education, health, the economy and the development of 

communities.  The Strategy explains how sport in Northern Ireland will be 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/99975/E91883.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/99975/E91883.pdf?ua=1
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The-northern-ireland-strategy-for-sport-and-physical-recreation-2009-2019.pdf
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/The-northern-ireland-strategy-for-sport-and-physical-recreation-2009-2019.pdf
http://www.sportni.net/
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developed over its ten-year life span, whilst affirming the Government’s 

commitment to put in place effective structures and mechanisms in support 

of its vision. 

 

 

Active Places Research Report 2009 and 2014 Update, Bridging the Gap 
 
 

3.16 In 2009, Sport NI published a report ‘Bridging the Gap’ which identified 

unmet demand and shortfalls for sports facilities such as sports halls, 

swimming pools, tennis courts, athletic facilities and pitches in Northern 

Ireland.  The publication encouraged the strategic development of sports 

facilities and presents opportunities for facility providers to address key 

issues and unmet facility demands within their geographical area.  

 

3.17 One of the first tasks was to undertake an audit of sports facilities in 

Northern Ireland, as well as gathering information relating to accessibility, 

universal access, specification and condition.  Two methodologies were 

applied in the analysis of this information; The Facilities Planning Model 

produced by Sport Scotland, and the Fields in Trust (formerly the National 

Playing Fields Association): Six Acre Standard.  The analysis identified a 

shortfall in playing pitches for all of the Councils in Northern Ireland (see 

Table 1 below). 

 

3.18 The 2014 report updated the 2009 report in respect of shortfalls for pitches 

(and sports halls) only.  The 2014 update does not present tables for 

athletics tracks or swimming pools, as in both instances the perceived 

shortfall has either been met, or is so minimal, that it cannot be attributed to 

one Council area. 

 

3.19 The facility shortfall tables presented in the 2009 Report excluded school 

sports facilities due to their limited availability for community use.  However, 

in light of recent ‘Community Use of Schools’ guidance published by Sport 

NI and the Department for Education (see paragraph 3.11), the 2014 report 

http://www.sportni.net/sportni/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/SportMatters.pdf
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recognised the potential value of school sports facilities in addressing the 

facility shortfalls.  The 2014 report also presents opportunities for facility 

providers to strategically address key issues and unmet facility demands 

identified in their existing and proposed geographical areas. 

 

 

Table 1: Active Places – Bridging the Gap 2009 Needs Assessment 
 

 
Active Places – Bridging the Gap 2009 

 
 

Community Use of Schools (January 2014) 
 

3.20 This toolkit was produced as the result of collaborative work between the 

former Departments of Culture, Arts and Leisure, Sport NI, Department of 

Education andother educational and non-educational stakeholders.  

Produced in 2014, this document recognises the potential value of school 

sports facilities in addressing facility shortfalls and encourages schools to 

become greater hubs for their local communities by opening up premises 

outside of school time for community use.  The toolkit provides practical 

https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/articles/community-use-school-premises
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guidance to achieving community use of school’s sports facilities.  

 

 

Exercise, Explore, Enjoy: A Strategic Plan for Greenways 
 

3.21 The Department for Infrastructure (DFI) published a Strategic Plan for 

Greenways called ‘Exercise, Explore, Enjoy’ in November 2016.  The aim of 

the Plan is to encourage a substantial increase in the number of people 

walking and cycling as a regular part of everyday life through the building of 

a connected and accessible regional greenway network, which significantly 

increases the length of traffic free routes. 

 
 

3.22 This Strategic Plan for Greenways identifies routes that should be explored 

to develop a Primary Greenway Network from which a Secondary 

Greenway Network could progressively extend across the region.  The 

Primary Network would provide long distance connectivity and the 

Secondary Network would provide wider access to greenways.  Future 

plans may provide for a third level network of community paths that would 

provide doorstep opportunities to connect local communities to their local 

green space and neighbouring communities. 

 

 

Northern Ireland Framework for Sports Facilities Development 2016-2026 
 

3.23 The Northern Ireland Framework for Sports Facilities Development 2016-

2026, focuses on the need for future provision of sports facilities that are of 

cultural significance, as well as those that provide for high performance 

training and competition.  The framework calls for change in the approach 

to facility investment and development in Northern Ireland, to ensure there 

is a strategic rationale behind, and informing investment.  These changes 

translate into a number of key principles, which should underpin all future 

facility planning for, investment in, and delivery of sports facilities in 

Northern Ireland. 

 

https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/exercise-explore-enjoy-strategic-plan-greenways
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3.24 The framework also includes a number of recommendations for facilities of 

Northern Ireland wide and cultural significance, and for those providing for 

high performance training and competition.  The recommendations stress 

the need for an evidence-based approach to the future planning for sports 

facilities, based on need, to ensure that investment is strategic, and will 

deliver sustainable provision, benefitting communities across NI.  A number 

of sports are prioritised based on need, performance to date at international 

and national level, and future potential.  Other sports are highlighted for 

investment should resources become available.  The input and partnership 

of Governing Bodies will be important in confirming future investment in 

prioritised sports. 

 

3.25 An important recommendation is the identification of the need for a 

strategically located, multi-facility hub in each council area.  This aims to 

address challenges of accessibility to both facilities and critical support 

services for elite athletes, but also provides the opportunity to consider the 

development locally of facilities, which provide for four or five different sports 

on one site.  These could facilitate increased participation at community level 

and potentially be more efficient and effective to operate given that revenue 

costs could be spread across the facility operation, and remove the need for 

duplication of infrastructure e.g. car parking, across a number of sites.  Given 

the geography of NI, and the existing sports facility infrastructure in place, it 

is also recognised that for some councils their Multi-Facility Hub already 

exists, or may be best delivered through a number of linked sites. 

 

3.26 Other specific recommendations are also made in relation to the future 

secured community use of sports facilities on education sites, the fact that 

all 3G/synthetic pitches need to be developed with floodlights to maximise 

access and usage, and a number of potential locations for future 

development. 
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Extant Local Development Plan Context 
 

North Down and Ards Area Plan 1984-1995 (NDAAP), Belfast Urban Area 
Plan, draft Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 (dBMAP) and Belfast 
Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 (BMAP) 

 

4.1 The Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 was prepared under the provisions 

of Part 3 of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 by DOE.  The Plan 

was adopted on 9 September 2014, however that adoption has since been 

quashed as a result of a judgment in the Court of Appeal delivered on 18 

May 2017.  As a consequence of this, the North Down and Ards Area Plan 

1984-1995, the Belfast Urban Area Plan, and Bangor Town Centre Plan 

1995 are now the statutory Development Plans for the North Down area with 

draft BMAP remaining a material consideration. The existing plans are an 

important consideration in the LDP process, as they provide a starting point 

for the review of our spatial planning options. 

 
 
 

Draft Belfast Metropolitan Area Plan 2015 (draft BMAP) 
 

4.2 Draft BMAP 2015 includes an Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation 

Strategy.  It promotes the concept of Community Greenways (Policy OS 2), 

which seek to re-establish corridor links between parks and natural areas to 

create a network of urban open space and provides policy guidance for new 

open space provision.  In addition, Policy OS 3 encourages the provision of 

new open space inside Settlement Development Limits. 

 

4.3 Draft BMAP acknowledges the large variety of open space and outdoor 

recreational areas within the area and identifies all areas of existing open 

space above one hectare.  It takes account of privately owned playing fields, 

grassland areas, glens, parks, walkways and casual play areas located within 

housing areas. 

 

https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/development_plans/devplans_az/bmap_2015.htm
https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/dev_plans/devplans_az/bmap_2015.htm
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4.4 In order to analyse open space provision within the legacy North Down 

Borough Council area, Draft BMAP completed an open space audit, which 

included an evaluation of all public and private open spaces and identified the 

different functions they serve.  It assessed outdoor open space provision 

against the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) standards, which 

recommend a minimum standard of 2.4 hectares ‘outdoor playing space’ per 

1000 population and studied their distribution and accessibility on a ward 

level. 

 

 

 
Table 2 – Open Space identified for North Down in draft BMAP 

 

Draft BMAP 2015 DOE 

 

4.5 Overall draft BMAP identifies deficits in the North Down area for outdoor 

playing space, children’s casual play areas, equipped playgrounds and 

amenity open space; however, this is partly offset by Crawfordsburn and 

Redburn Country Parks and a number of private playing areas and facilities. 

 

 

Ards and Down Area Plan 2015 (ADAP) 
 
 

4.6 The Ards and Down Area Plan 2015 is a development plan prepared under 
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https://www.planningni.gov.uk/index/policy/dev_plans/devplans_az/ardsdown_2015.htm
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the provisions of Part 3 of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Order 1991 by 

the Department of the Environment (DOE).  The Plan covers the former 

Ards Borough Council Area. 

 

4.7 Volume 1 of the plan – Plan Strategy, Policy Framework and Countryside, 

deals with Recreation and Open Space.  It states that a number of public 

agencies and private providers are responsible for sports and recreational 

facilities, including bowling, cricket, tennis, hockey, gaelic football, golf, and 

rugby and soccer clubs.  It also identifies that school playing fields have the 

potential for dual use by the public outside school hours. 

 

4.8 The natural resources of the Plan area, such as Strangford Lough, also 

provide a wealth of opportunities for active outdoor pursuits such as sailing, 

angling, and walking. 

 

4.9 The Plan area contains a variety of informal and formal open space, 

particularly parkland; of which Scrabo Country Park is an example.  Informal 

recreation facilities also exist in association with the natural resources of the 

area such as rivers, canals, lakes, heritage sites, and disused railway 

tracks.  Opportunities for cultural recreation are provided at places like 

Mount Stewart, as well as a number of historic monuments. 

 

4.10 The Plan states it is considered necessary to safeguard existing open 

space within settlements from competing uses, for once built upon the value 

and amenity of such areas are almost certainly lost to the community 

forever.  It identifies existing recreational open spaces and amenity land 

within the major settlements and the relevant villages; and includes 

proposed areas of open space to meet future demand. 

 

4.11 Unlike draft BMAP, no open space audit, including an evaluation of all 

public and private open spaces and identification of the different functions 

they serve, was undertaken for the Ards and Down Area Plan.  Therefore, 

no indication is given regarding a potential surplus or deficit throughout the 

area. 
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Community Greenways 
 

 
4.12 Draft BMAP promotes the concept of Community Greenways, which seek to 

re-establish corridor links between parks and natural areas to create a 

network of urban open space.  Community Greenways provide places for 

both recreation and exercise alongside opportunities for pedestrian and 

cycle routes. 

   

4.13 Draft BMAP identifies two Community Greenways within the North Down 

area, Ballycrochan Walkway and Bangor Parks Walkway.  A third, the 

Comber Greenway, is also located within the Ards and North Down 

Borough Council Area.  The Comber Greenway is a seven-mile green 

corridor from Comber to East Belfast which largely follows the path of the 

former Belfast-Comber railway line. 

 

4.14 The Department for Infrastructure (DFI) awarded the Council £25,000 of 

funding to develop a 12km extension of the existing Comber Greenway 

between Comber and Newtownards.  It is also planned to extend this 

community greenway to Downpatrick. 

 

 

Existing Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation 
Provision 

 

5.1 Open space can enhance the character of residential areas, civic buildings, 

conservation areas and archaeological sites.  It can also help to attract 

business and tourism and thereby contribute to the process of urban 

regeneration.  The use being made of the countryside for a range of sporting 

and outdoor recreational activities, particularly where these are associated 

with farm diversification, can contribute to the process of rural regeneration 

and help promote natural resource tourism.  Outdoor recreation can make a 

significant contribution to our economy, our environment and our society 

and plays an important role in the life of the Northern Ireland population. 
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Sport has an important role in; 

 

 Tackling social exclusion; 

 Reducing anti-social behaviour; 

 Improving community cohesion; 

 Promoting healthy lifestyles; 

 Urban regeneration; and 

 Child / personal development. 

 

5.2 Ards and North Down Borough Council owns and maintains a large variety 

of open space, sport and outdoor recreational areas throughout the council 

area.  This includes a number of playing fields such as those at Bangor 

Aurora and Londonderry Park.  

 

5.3 There are also privately-owned playing fields, including those belonging to 

various football, rugby and Gaelic clubs and other areas of open space 

including playing fields in the education sector and grassland areas, glens, 

parks, walkways and casual play areas located within housing areas. 

 
 
Outdoor Gyms 
 

5.4 At present, the council has three outdoor Gyms, which are located 

in Donaghadee, Bangor and Millisle. 

 

 
Allotments, Community Spaces 
 

5.5 While the plan does not specifically mention allotments or community 

gardens, they are included within the definition of open space as set out 
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Planning Policy Statement 8 Open Space.  

 

5.6 The SPPS states that the council should take account for the provision and 

role of other forms of open space.  The distribution and accessibility of 

spaces and facilities together with the amenity value, environmental assets 

and linkages they may provide will be an important consideration. 

 

5.7 In terms of the council area, there are a mix of commercial enterprises, 

community associations, and social farm enterprises along with the Council, 

which have allotments on their land.  Several of the sites also include areas 

of raised beds, which are used as training areas.  There are two allotment 

sites within the Borough, Ards Allotments, a private facility and a council 

facility off the Bryansburn Road in Bangor. 

 

 

 Community Gardens 
 

5.8 A Community Garden is a shared project where people from all age groups, 

abilities and backgrounds come together to grow their own fruit, flowers and 

vegetables.  These differ from allotments in that the group as a whole rather 

than as individuals uses the growing space.  There are Community Gardens 

at Glen Link Comber, Peninsula Health Kircubbin, Movilla Church of Ireland 

Newtownards, Helens Bay Community Garden and Kilcooley Community 

Garden. 

 

  Cemeteries and Churchyards  
 

5.9 Cemeteries and churchyards can provide open space and wildlife habitats 

as part of the green infrastructure network.  In urban areas their role as an 

amenity space can supplement other open spaces in the area and provide 

areas of peace and quiet away from the nearby urban environment.  In 

areas of rural character cemeteries often represent a minor resource in 

https://www.facebook.com/ardsallotments
https://www.facebook.com/pg/helensbaycommunitygarden/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://www.kilcooley.org/pages/index.asp?title=Allotments
http://www.kilcooley.org/pages/index.asp?title=Allotments
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terms of open space but can still prove to be important areas for biodiversity 

and wildlife habitats. 

 

5.10 Cemeteries and churchyards are included within the definition of open 

space as set out in PPS8 Open Space (see Annex 1) but are not 

specifically mentioned in the SPPS.  

 

5.11 The SPPS states that the council should take account of the provision and 

role of other forms of open space.  The distribution and accessibility of 

spaces and facilities together with the amenity value, environmental assets 

and linkages they may provide will be an important consideration.  There 

are 12 council owned Cemeteries within the Council Area. 

 

  Civic Spaces 
 

5.12 There are a number of civic spaces located within the Borough, these 

include Conway Square Newtownards, Redburn Square Holywood, The 

Square Comber, and around McKee Clock in Bangor.  These are mostly 

used for Council events such as Sea Bangor, and Comber Market. 

 

 Beaches  
 

5.13 Beaches are not included within the definition of Open Space as set out in 

PPS8.  However, the Borough has the longest Coastline within Northern 

Ireland and beaches are regularly used by both residents and visitors as a 

recreational facility.  The Borough has a number of accessible beaches 

including Seapark Holywood, Ballyholme Bangor, Groomsport, Millisle, 

Ballywalter and Cloughey.  There are also beaches at Helens Bay and 

Crawfordsburn which fall within Crawfordsburn Country Park. 
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  Fields in Trust Six Acre Standard 
 

5.14 To measure outdoor playing space the Fields in Trust, formally the National 

Playing Field Association standard, was used to assess existing provision in 

Ards and North Down Borough Council area.  This approach was 

traditionally known as the ‘Six Acre Standard’ (SAS) which equates to 2.4 

hectares per 1000 people.  This is the approach taken for the audit of open 

space provision for North Down in BMAP and, as stated in Section 2, the 

SPPS states Councils, when preparing LDPs, “should assess existing 

provision of open space in the plan area against the National Playing Fields 

Association (NPFA)”.  

 

5.15 The Field in Trust is a minimum standard for outdoor playing space and is 

broken down into the following components: 

 1.6 hectares of outdoor sports per 1000 people; and 

 0.8 hectares of children’s playing space per 1000 people. 

 

5.16 Outdoor playing space is made up of two components: - 

 land provided for outdoor sport, principally for adults and youths.  This 

refers to all playing pitches and other outdoor recreational sports grounds 

such as bowling greens and tennis courts which are available for use by 

the public.  It also includes private sports facilities, which serve the 

recreational needs of their members or the public. 

 

 Play space for children which consists of: - 

Casual Play Areas: - This includes all ‘useable’ casual or informal space 

for children’s play within housing areas.  It is usually a grassed area, 

largely without trees and plants which is large enough for children to play 

on with a ball and can be easily and safely accessed by children and 

supervised from neighbouring houses; and 

  

http://www.fieldsintrust.org/guidance
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Equipped Playgrounds: - This refers to local playgrounds and equipped 

play areas that offer a range of play equipment. 

 

5.17 Although the Fields in Trust standard provides a useful way to measure 

outdoor playing space, it does not take into account indoor sport and 

recreation facilities, open space that has an important amenity value, or the 

many sites that are within private ownership.  This is because the NPFA 

standard is a yardstick only for outdoor playing space that is of recreational 

value to the general public. 

 

5.18 Additional open space provision included in the PPS8 definition of  

open space include: - 

 Parks and Country Parks – These have many open space functions 

within them; 

 General Amenity Areas – including riverside walks and outdoor areas, 

which allow for sitting, walking, picnics and general leisure use and 

open space areas with tree cover and planting within housing areas; 

and; 

 Private Playing Fields – this includes all stadiums and pitches that are 

not available for use by the general public. 

 

5.19 Members should be aware that the NPFA is now known as “Fields in Trust”, 

and it has moved from prescribing a minimum standard.  New guidance was 

produced in 2015, after the publication of the SPPS, which stated the NPFA 

standards should be used in the preparation of LDPs.  The more recent 

guidance by Fields in Trust: ‘Guidance for Outdoor Sport and Play – Beyond 

the Six Acre Standard’, recommends the following benchmark guidelines for 

formal outdoor space. 
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Table 3 – Beyond the Six Acre Standard – Formal Open Space 
 
Open Space 
Typology 

Quantity 
Guideline 
(Hectares 
per 1,000 
population) 

Walking 
Guideline 
(walking 
distance: 
metres from 
dwellings) 

Quality Guideline 

Playing pitches 1.20 1,200m  Quality appropriate to the intended 
level of performance, designed to 
appropriate technical standards. 

 Located where they are of most 
value to the community to be 
served. 

 Sufficiently diverse recreational use 
for the whole community. 

 Appropriately landscaped. 

 Maintained safely and to the 
highest possible condition with 
available finance. 

 Positively managed taking account 
of the need for repair and 
replacement over time as 
necessary. 

 Provision of appropriate ancillary 
facilities and equipment. 

 Provision of footpaths. 

 Designed so as to be free of the 
fear of harm or crime. 

 Local authorities can set their own 
quality benchmark standards for 
playing 

 pitches, taking into account the 
level of play, topography, 
necessary safety 

 margins and optimal orientation. 

 Local authorities can set their own 
quality benchmark standards for 
play areas 

 using the Children’s Play Council’s 
Quality Assessment Tool. 

All other sports 1.60 1,200m  

Equipped/desig
nated play areas 

0.25 
 

LAPs-100m 
LEAPS- 400m 
NEAPs- 1,000m 

Other outdoor 
provision 
(MUGAs and 
skateparks) 

0.30 700m 

 
Source: Fields in Trust Six Acre Standard 2015 

 

 

 



30  

5.19 Fields in Trust also provides guidance on the recommended benchmarks 

for informal outdoor space: 

 

 

Table 4 – Beyond the Six Acre Standard – Informal Open Space 
 
Open Space 
Typology 

QUANTITY 
GUIDELINE 
(hectares 
per 
1,000 
population) 

WALKING 
GUIDELINE 
(walking distance: 
metres from 
dwellings) 

QUALITY GUIDELINE 
 
 
 

 Parks to be of Green 
Flag status. 

 Appropriately 
landscaped. 

 Positive management. 
Provision of footpaths. 

 Designed so as to be 
free of the 

 fear of harm or crime. 
 
 

Parks and Gardens 0.80 710m 

Amenity Green 
Space 

0.60 480m 

Natural and Semi-
Natural 

1.80 720m 

Fields in Trust Six Acre Standard 2015 

 

 

5.20 The legacy North Down Borough Council area (using the draft BMAP Open 

Space Audit figures and the NPFA standard) broadly speaking, had a 

65.93ha deficit of outdoor sports area and a 45.10ha deficit of children’s 

play space. 

 

5.21 Beyond the Six Acre Standard recommends the value of a synthetic pitch to 

be calculated as twice that of a grass pitch.  A calculation for the North 

Down Borough Council area using the BMAP Open Space Audit figures and 

the SAS guidelines cannot be determined due to the lack of BMAP 

information with regards to synthetic pitches. 

 

5.22 However, the Sport NI report ‘Active Places – Bridging the Gap’ 

recommends the value of synthetic pitches to be calculated at four times 

that of a grass pitch.  This report uses 2011 population projections and, as 

shown in Table 1 above, Ards and North Down Borough Council was 

projected to have the largest shortfall of all the Councils within Northern 
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Ireland in terms of playing field provision to population. 

  
 
Existing Outdoor Sport Provision 

 

5.23 Throughout the Council area, there are a number of outdoor playing fields 

and sports pitches.  The majority of these are located within the towns and 

villages and this includes a number of council and privately-owned facilities 

that are open to the public.  A breakdown of pitch and outdoor sport 

provision within Council area are identified at the appendices. 

 

Future Outdoor Sport Needs 
 

5.24 Using the 2016 NISRA population projections, it is possible to assess future 

needs of the council area over the plan period.  Assuming the population 

grows to 164004 in 2030, the Fields in Trust standards can be applied.  The 

calculation is set out below: - 

Projected 2030 population = 164004 
(164004 ÷ 1000) x 1.6 ha = 262.40 ha of outdoor sport 

 

This is an approximation, based on the total population of the entire council 

area.  Analysing outdoor playing space, would be more accurately carried 

out within the towns at a district electoral area level as this is more accurate 

and gives a better analysis of its local availability. 

 

 

  Existing Children’s Play Space Provision 
 

5.25 Throughout the Council area there are a number of children’s outdoor play 

areas.  The majority of these are located within the towns and villages and 

includes all ‘useable’ casual or informal space for children’s play within 

housing areas, along with local playgrounds and equipped playgrounds.   

The total number of children’s equipped play areas provided by Ards and 

North Down Borough Council is identified in Appendix 3.  It should be noted 

that for the purpose of this paper these have been identified through 



32  

information provided in existing area plans and a desk based exercise.  

Provision will be required to be properly assessed during the development 

plan process. 

 

5.26 Using the NISRA population projections, the provision of existing outdoor 

children’s play space within the Borough area can be assessed against the 

Fields in Trust Six Acre Standards as follows: - 

Projected 2030 population = 164004 
 

(164004 ÷ 1000) x 0.8 = 131.20 ha of outdoor children’s play space 

 

 

Equipped Children’s Play Areas 
 

5.27 Map 1 illustrates the distribution of children’s equipped play areas across 

the Borough.  As expected, there is a concentration of equipped children’s 

play areas within the larger towns and villages, which then become more 

dispersed in the smaller villages and more rural parts of the Borough. 

 

5.28 Fields in Trust guidance recommends the provision of the 

following types of children’s playing space: 

 Local Area for Play (LAP) – These are unsupervised small open spaces 

specifically designed for very young children for play activities close to 

where they live.  Although without play equipment, LAPs have 

characteristics that make the area conducive to children’s play.   LAPs 

should be within 1-minute walking time from home. 

 Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP) – These are unsupervised play 

areas that are equipped for children of early school age.  While sharing 

similar characteristics to LAPs, LEAPs feature a range of play equipment. 

These should be located within 5 minutes walking time of home. 

 Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP) – These are also 

unsupervised but are intended to serve a substantial residential area. 

While sharing similar characteristics to LEAPs, NEAPs feature a 
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significant range of different types of play equipment.  It is equipped 

mainly for older children but also having opportunities for play for younger 

children.  It is recommended these should be located within 15 minutes 

walking time of home. 

 
 
 
 Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs) 
 

5.29 MUGAs provide a multi play area which are targeted at older children and 

complement other children’s play areas.  MUGAs are a relatively recent 

concept and as such their provision throughout the Borough is presently 

limited, however there are plans to provide a number of new MUGAs. 

 

 

  
 
Portavogie MUGA (Ards and North Down Council 2016) 

 

 

 

 

Existing Council Recreation and Leisure Provision 
 

6.1 Data produced by NISRA for 2015-2016 for Ards and North Down Borough 

Council shows that 69% of those questioned use our outdoors for leisure at 

least once per week.  This is the fifth highest percentage in Northern Ireland 

and is above the Northern Ireland average, which sits at 67%. 
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Table 6: Proportion of people involved in weekly outdoor leisure 

(NISRA) 

 

 

 

6.2      Bangor Aurora Aquatic and Leisure Complex 
 

 

(Ards and North Down Borough Council) 

 

 Outdoor recreation and leisure facilities are complemented by indoor 

facilities.  Bangor Aurora Aquatic and Leisure Complex opened in March 

2013.  Aurora contains one of the few Olympic sized swimming pools in 
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Ireland, along with competition and diving pools, a gym and a number of 

outdoor pitches. 

 

 

6.3 Londonderry Park 

 

 

      (Ards and North Down Borough Council) 

 

 Londonderry Park in Newtownards was redeveloped in 2015 and provides 

2x3G floodlit pitches, grass pitches, sand hockey pitch, cricket square, and 2 

function rooms.  

 

6.4 Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex 

 

Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex (Ards and North 
Down Borough Council) 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjBqobq2vTfAhXo0eAKHXZvA8sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.visitardsandnorthdown.com/things-to-do/ards-blair-mayne-wellbeing-leisure-complex&psig=AOvVaw1yG90P3Cok8g9LCrMCQRVE&ust=1547810832600462
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6.5 Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex was completed in 

January 2019 on the former Dairy Hall site, replacing the provisions of the 

former Ards Leisure Centre.  The complex includes an aqua zone with 25 

and 21m pools and a children’s splash pool as well as a gym, spa, soft play 

area and a backlit adventure zone.  There is also a dome with synthetic 

pitches and outdoor facilities such as a diversity play area, sensory garden 

and wheel park for skateboarding and BMX. 

 

6.6 Comber Leisure Centre is located at Castle Street and it has a sports hall, 

a gym, and 3 Multi use rooms.  Outdoors there are 4 covered tennis courts 

and a multi-use astro-turf pitch. 

 

6.7 Portaferry Sports Centre is located on Cloughey Road and it has a sports 

hall, gym and a small multi use training area. 

 

6.8 Queens Leisure Centre is located at Sullivan Place in Holywood.  The site 

includes a Fitness suite, a Sports Hall, a Minor Hall and a studio. 

 

6.9 Spafield is also located in Holywood off High Street and includes a floodlit 

3G pitch as well as a floodlit rugby pitch. 

  

Bangor Sportsplex is located off the Old Belfast Road and it includes a 

400m eight lane athletics track, three full size football pitches, and an astro-

pitch.  A studio and a gym is in the process of being installed. 

 

6.10 As well as the council sports provision there are also a number of award 

winning Green Flag parks located within the Borough.  These are at Castle 

Park Bangor, Kiltonga Dam, Londonderry Park in Newtownards, and 

Ballymenoch Park in Holywood.  The Green Flag Award scheme recognises 

and rewards well managed parks and green spaces, setting the benchmark 

standard for the management of recreational outdoor spaces across the 
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United Kingdom and around the world. 

 
 
 

Key Findings 
 

 

7.1 A summary of the key findings are as follows: - 

 

 Differences in the information provided for open space, sport and outdoor 

recreation within draft BMAP and ADAP and the time since the surveys 

were undertaken for this information, mean that a comparison of the 

entire Council area is not possible; 

 

 Given the figures provided within draft BMAP, it is assumed there is a 

deficit of open space, sport and outdoor recreation provision throughout 

the Borough; however, a full and detailed audit would need to be 

undertaken to establish the extent of the deficit; 

 

 Changes in guidance have obscured the methodology for determining 

levels of provision; 

 

 The Council has invested significantly in the redevelopment of Leisure 

Centres and outdoor sports facilities in recent years; 

 

 The SPPS requires the preparation of an Open Space Strategy which 

should reflect the aim, objectives and policy approach of the SPPS, the 

LDP should be informed by a survey of both public and private open 

space, which identifies the different needs they serve.  The assessment 

will include other forms of open space including children’s play areas and 

the availability of indoor sports facilities; 

 

 There is a need to further explore opportunities for extending access and 

circulation to the environs that have the potential to become an attraction 
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for tourists and residents alike; 

 

 The potential for developing more Community Greenways and improving 

links between parks and natural areas to provide places for both 

recreation and exercise alongside opportunities for pedestrian and cycle 

routes should be explored; 

 

 The Council recognises the importance of good quality open space, sport 

and outdoor recreation provision to the health & well-being of residents 

and should explore opportunities for further enhancing this provision; 

 

 The Council may wish to explore the potential for providing high 

performance sports facilities within the Ards and North Down Council 

area, which are of strategic importance to sport in Northern Ireland; and 

 

 

 The Council may explore the potential for the development of a range of 

sport and outdoor recreation tourism facilities and opportunities. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

8.1 The purpose of this paper is to provide background information that will assist 

in bringing forward the Council’s Open Space Strategy that reflects the aim, 

objectives and policy approach of the SPPS, specific to the Council area and 

its particular circumstances.  The report has focused on the information 

presently readily available, it acknowledges this information only partly 

relates to the Six Acre Standard and that further work is required to provide a 

complete overview of the Council’s open space provision in this regard.  This 

completed work (which will be subject to regular review), and the Council’s 

Sports Facility Strategy 2016 – 2026 should inform the LPD process to bring 

forward appropriate local policies and proposals in line with the regional 

planning policy guidance. 
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Map 1: Distribution of children’s equipped play areas. 
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Appendix 1 Annex A: Definition of Open Space: Planning Policy 

Statement 8 Open Space, Sport and Outdoor Recreation 

 

A1 For the purposes of this Planning Policy Statement, open space is taken to mean 

all open space of public value, including not just land, but also inland bodies of water 

such as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer important opportunities for 

sport and outdoor recreation and can also act as a visual amenity. 

 

A2 The following typology illustrates the broad range of open spaces that are of 

public value:  

 parks and gardens – including urban parks, country parks, forest parks and 

formal gardens;  

 outdoor sports facilities (with natural or artificial surfaces and either publicly or 

privately owned) – including tennis courts, bowling greens, sport pitches, golf 

courses, athletic tracks, school and other institutional playing fields, and other 

outdoor sports areas;  

 amenity green space (most commonly, but not exclusively in housing areas) – 

including informal recreation spaces, communal green spaces in and around 

housing, and village greens;  

 provision for children and teenagers – including play areas, kickabout areas, 

skateboard parks and outdoor basketball hoops;  

 green corridors – including river and canal banks, amenity footpaths and 

cycleways;  

 natural and semi-natural urban green spaces – including woodlands, urban 

forestry, grasslands (e.g. meadows), wetlands, open and running water, and 

rock areas (e. g. cliffs);  

 allotments and community gardens;  

 cemeteries and churchyards; and  

 civic spaces, including civic and market squares and other hard surface areas 

designed for pedestrians. 
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Appendix 2: EXISTING SPORT AND OPEN SPACE PROVISION 

 

It should be noted that for the purpose of this paper these have been identified 

through information provided in existing area plans and a desk based exercise.  

Provision will be required to be fully assessed during the development plan process. 

 

WITHIN THE SETTLEMENT LIMIT 

 

PUBLIC PITCHES AND PLAYING FIELDS 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Ballygowan Dickson Park 1 pitch 0.64 

Ballywalter Well Road 1 pitch 0.9 

Bangor 
 
 
 

Valentine Playing 
Fields, Bangor Aurora 

3, 3G pitches 1.7 

Bangor Sportsplex, Old 
Belfast Road 

 Grass pitches, 
astroturf pitch and 
athletics track 

10.9 

Bloomfield Road, 
Bangor 

2 pitches 4.15 

Ward Arras Playing 
Fields, Gransha Road 

Football and cricket 
pitches and running 
track 

6.31 

Ward Park, Gransha 
Road 

10 tennis courts, 3 
bowling greens 

1.18 

Clandeboye Playing 
fields 

1 pitch 1.23 

Connor Park, Glen 
Road 

1 pitch 1.80 

Kingsland Recreation 
Ground 

4 tennis courts, 
putting green and 
miniature golf 
course 

2.30 

Carrowdore Carrowdore Pavillion, 
Castle Place 

1 pitch 1.07 

Comber Comber Leisure Centre 1 AstroTurf pitch, 2 
tennis courts 

1.4 

Parkway 2 pitches 1.76 

Cotton Cotton playing field 1 pitch 0.77 

Donaghadee Cromellin Park, Moat 
Street 

2 grass pitches, 1 
hockey pitch 

3.38 

Northfield Road, 
Donaghadee 

1 pitch and 1 cricket 
pitch 

1.80 

Greyabbey Newtownards Road 2 tennis courts 0.95 
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Groomsport Main Street Tennis 
Courts 

2 tennis courts 0.11 

Helens Bay Tennis Pavillion, Fort 
Road 

3 tennis courts 0.16 

Holywood 
 

Spafield Playing 
Pavillion 

2 pitches including 
1 all-weather pitch 

2.69 

Holywood Rugby, 
Football and Cricket 
Club 

1 pitch 0.94 

Seapark Road 3 pitches, cricket 
pitch, 4 tennis 
courts and bowling 
green 

2.50 

Kircubbin Church Way 1 pitch 1.57 

Newtownards Londonderry Park 4 pitches and 2 
astro turf pitches, 1 
hockey pitch, 1 
cricket pitch 
(seasonal) and a 
bowling green. 

9.04 

Ards Blair Mayne 
Wellbeing and Leisure 
Complex 

Synthetic turf 
training area in 
dome. 

0.26 

West Winds 2 pitches 3.77 

Abbot Gardens MUGA 0.07 
 

Portaferry 
 

Coach Road/ Anne 
Street 

1 pitch 1.75 

Portaferry Sports 
Centre 

Floodlit 5-a-side 
training area 

0.07 
 

Cloughey Road behind 
sports centre 

1 pitch 0.70 

Cloughey Road 1 pitch 3.58 

High Street 1 pitch 0.43 

Castle Street Bowling green 0.19 

Portavogie New Harbour Road 1 pitch 0.94 

 
TOTAL 

 
71.01 

 
 
PRIVATE PITCHES AND PLAYING FIELDS 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Bangor 
 
 

Bangor Rugby, 
Football and Cricket 
Club, Upritchard Park 

2 pitches & 1 cricket 
pitch. 

5.15 

Bangor Football Club, 
Clandeboye Road 

1 pitch and stands 1.41 

Bangor Amateurs FC, 1 pitch 0.70 
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Clandeboye Road 

Pickie Bowling Club, 
Broadway 

Bowling green 0.08 

Bangor Lawn Tennis 
Club, Farnham Park 

3 tennis courts 0.47 

Comber 
 

North Down Cricket 
Club, Castle Lane 

2 cricket pitches 2.86 

Comber Football Club, 
Parkway 

1 pitch 0.75 

Comber Bowling Club, 
Londonderry Avenue 

Bowling green 0.15 

Holywood St Pauls GAC, 
McNamee Park, High 
Street 

1 pitch 1.17 

Newtownards 
 
 

Ards Rugby Club, 
Hamilton Park, 
Lansdowne Road 

4 pitches 5.20 

Ards Rangers Football 
Club, Portaferry Road 

1 pitch 0.73 

1st Bangor Old Boys 
Football Club, 
Portaferry Road 

1 pitch 0.75 

Ards Bowling Club, 
South Street 

Bowling green 0.15 

St Patricks Racquets 
Club, Victoria Avenue 

4 tennis courts 0.24 

 
TOTAL 

 
19.81 

 
 
 
GOLF COURSES 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Bangor Bangor Golf Club, 
Broadway 

18 hole course 39.83 

Carnalea Golf Club, 
Station Road 

18 hole course 36.59 

Holywood Holywood Golf Club, 
Demesne Road 

18 hole course 47.31 

 
TOTAL 

 
123.73 
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OTHER OUTDOOR SPORT PROVISION 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Bangor BMX track, Henderson 
Avenue, Conlig 

BMX track 0.30 

Donaghadee Belvedere Equestrian 
Centre 

Horse riding school 
 

0.16 

Newtownards Ards Blair Mayne 
Wellbeing and Leisure 
Complex 

BMX track and 
skate park 

0.72 

 
TOTAL 

 
1.18 

 
 
 
COUNCIL OWNED INDOOR SPORTS PROVISION 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE FACILTIES 

Bangor Aurora Aquatic 
and Leisure 
Complex, 
Valentine Road 

Include swimming 
pools, gym, sports 
halls, soft play 

Bangor 
Sportsplex, Old 
Belfast Road 

Include gym, studio 

Comber Comber Leisure 
Centre, Castle 
Street, Comber 

Include sports hall, 
gym, soft play 

Holywood Queens Leisure 
Centre, Sullivan 
Close 

Include sports hall, 
gym 

Newtownards Ards Blair Mayne 
Wellbeing and 
Leisure Centre 

Include swimming 
pools, gym, sports 
halls 

Londonderry Park Include indoor 
sports halls and 
changing facilities 

Portaferry Portaferry Sports 
Centre, Cloughey 
Road 

Include sports hall, 
gym 
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ALLOTMENTS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS 
 

SETTLEMENT ADDRESS OWNER AREA (Ha) 

Bangor 
 

Bryansburn Allotments- 
Bryansburn Road, 
Bangor 

AANDBC 0.42 

Kilcooley Square, 
Bangor 

Kilcooley 
Community Forum  

0.20 

Comber Glen Link Comber 
Regeneration 
Community 
Partnership 

0.08 

Kircubbin Church Grove Peninsula Health 0.01 

Newtownards Movilla Road Movilla Abbey 
Church 

0.02 

 
TOTAL 

 
0.73 

 
 
 
 
CHILDRENS EQUIPPED PLAY AREAS 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE SITE AREA 
(Ha) 

ASSOCIATED 
OPEN SPACE 
(Ha) 

Ballycranbeg Blackstaff Road 0.03 0.12 

Ballydrain Thornleigh 0.01 0.03 

Ballygowan Belfast Road 0.08 0.16 

Dickson Park 0.08 0.03 

Ballyhalbert High Street 0.05 0.02 

Ballywalter Windy Ridge Cottages, Well 
Road 

0.08 0 

Bangor Aurora/Walled Garden 
playground, Valentine Road 

0.05 0.34 

Ballyholme Park, Ballyholme 
Esplanade 

0.01 1.35 

Banks Lane playground 0.01 0.15 

Bloomfield Walk 0.03 0.54 

Brice Park, Donaghadee Road 0.04 1.15 

Fort Park, Rathgill 0.07 0.13 

Kilcooley Community Centre 
Playground, Owenroe Drive 

0.04 0.49 

Kilcooley Square  0.05 0.68 

Kingsland Playground, Seacliff 
Road 

0.05 0.18 

Killaire Wood Lane, Old Belfast 
Road 

0.02 0.60 

Pickie Fun Park, Marine Gardens 1.69 0 
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Rathgill Playground, Rathgill 
Park 

0.08 0 

Skipperstone Glen Playground 0.02 6.40 

Bangor Sportsplex, Old Belfast 
Road 

0.06 0.06 

Ward Park Playground, Hamilton 
Road 

0.07 7.15 

Clandeboye Road 0.07 0 

Breezemount Grove, Conlig 0.04 1.37 

Tower Park, Conlig 0.04 0 

Carrowdore Main Street 0.03 0 

Comber De Wind Drive Drive 0.08 1.79 

Lower Crescent 0.13 0.59 

Cotton Newtownards Road 0.06 0.14 

Craigantlet Craigantlet Cottages Playground 0.03 0.01 

Crawfordsburn  Cootehall Road 0.05 3.16 

Donaghadee Beechfield Drive Playground 0.02 0.02 

Hunt’s Park, Killaughey Road 0.05 2.72 

Northfield Road 0.04 0 

Pink’s Green, Warren Road 0.03 0.27 

Groomsport Main Street 0.04 1.50 

Springwell Crescent 0.02 0.06 

Helens Bay Fort Road 0.02 0.38 

Holywood Ballymenoch Park, Bangor Road 0.03 7.92 

Johnny the Jig Playground, High 
Street 

0.11 0 

Redburn Community Centre 
Playground, Loughview Avenue 

0.04 0.03 

Seapark Playground, Seapark 
Road 

0.05 3.99 

Killinchy Beechvale Road 0.04 1.21 
 

Kircubbin Parsonage Road 0.08 0 

The Green 0.07 0.52 

Lisbane Lisbarnet Villas 0.06 0.12 

Newtownards Abbot Gardens Playground 0.07 0.35 

Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and 
Leisure Complex, Dairy Hall 
Lane 

0.80 0.53 

Dicksonia Drive Playground 0.02 1.65 

Glenford Park Playground, Corry 
Street 

0.05 0.33 

Londonderry Park Playground, 
Portaferry Road 

0.13 1.70 

West Winds Playground, 
Sunderland Park 

0.07 0 

Portaferry Castle Park Playground 0.02 0.61 

Demesne View 0.06 0.54 

Steel Dickson Gardens 0.07 0.07 
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Portavogie Lawson Park Playground 0.05 0.93 

 New Harbour Road Playground 0.04 0.74 

Rubane Gransha Road 0.02 0.05 

 
TOTAL 

 
5.25 

 
52.83 

 
 
 
SCHOOL PITCHES, PLAYING FIELDS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
 

SETTLEMENT SCHOOL SIZE (Ha) 

Ballygalget St Patricks Primary School 0.50 

Ballygowan Alexander Dickson Primary School 0.16 

Ballyhalbert Victoria Primary School 0.30 

Ballywalter Ballywalter Primary School 0.30 

Bangor Ballyholme Primary School 0.29 

Ballymagee Primary School 0.85 

Bangor Academy and 6th Form 
College 

3.84 

Bangor Grammar School 8.80 

Bloomfield Road Primary School 0.51 

Clandeboye Primary School 1.20 

Clifton Special School 2.00 

Glenlola Collegiate School 1.10 

Grange Park Primary School 0.85 

Kilcooley Primary School 1.10 

Kilmaine Primary School 0.76 

Lakewood School 0.20 

Rathmore Primary School 2.15 

St Columbanus’ College 3.83 

St Comgall’s Primary School 0.17 

St Malachy’s Primary School 0.51 

Towerview Primary School 1.75 

Carrowdore Carrowdore Primary School 1.41 

Strangford College 2.38 

Cloughey Kirkistown Primary School 0.04 

Comber 
 

Andrews Memorial Primary School 0.57 

Comber Primary School 0.62 

Nendrum College 2.15 

St Marys Primary School 0.13 

Crawfordsburn Crawfordsburn Primary School 0.30 

Donaghadee  
 
 

Donaghadee Primary School 0.5 

Killard House Special School 1.41 

St Anne’s Primary School 0.29 

Glastry Glastry College 0.98 * 

Holywood 
 
 

Holywood Primary School 0.35 

Sullivan Upper School 5.39 

St Patricks Primary School 0.17 
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 Priory College 0.52 

Killinchy  Killinchy Primary School 0.48 

Kircubbin Kircubbin Integrated Primary School 0.57 

St Mary’s Primary School 0.41 

Millisle Millisle Primary School 0.07 

Newtownards 
 
 
 
 

Movilla High School 1.64 

Newtownards Model Primary School 0.30 

Regent House School 2.28 

St Finian’s Primary School 0.40 

West Winds Primary School 1.03 

Abbey Primary School 0.69 

Castle Gardens Primary School 0.34 

Londonderry Primary School 0.65 

Victoria Primary School 0.86 

Portaferry Portaferry Integrated Primary School 0.32 

 St Columba’s College 0.38 

Portavogie Portavogie Primary School 0.34 

Seahill Glencraig Integrated Primary 0.38 

 
TOTAL 

 
58.54 

*Total area within settlement limit.  Further lands outside the settlement limit 
categorised separately. 
 
 
CEMETERIES AND CHURCH GRAVEYARDS 
 

SETTLEMENT CEMETERY AREA (Ha) 

Ballygalget St Patricks Church 0.51 

Balloo Killinchy Non-subscribing 
Presbyterian Church 

0.55 

Killinchy Presbyterian Church 0.37 

Ballycranbeg St Joseph’s Church 0.61 

Ballygowan Trinity Presbyterian Church 0.88 

Bangor Bangor Abbey 0.73 

Clandeboye Cemetery 17.15 

Bangor New Cemetery, 
Newtownards Road 

2.72 

Cloughey Cloughey Presbyterian Church 0.15 

Comber Comber Cemetery 3.42 

The Church of the Visitation 0.12 

Comber Non-subscribing 
Presbyterian Church 

0.09 

St Mary’s Church 0.43 

Donaghadee Ballyvester Cemetery 1.61 

Donaghadee Parish Church 0.51 

Glastry Glastry Presbyterian Church 0.43 

Holywood Redburn Cemetery 2.09 

Priory Cemetery 1.19 

Killinchy Killinchy Church of Ireland 0.16 
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Kirkistown Christ Church 0.19 

Kilmood St. Mary’s Church 0.19 

Kircubbin  Kircubbin Cemetery 0.70 

Kircubbin Presbyterian Church 0.45 

Church of the Holy Trinity 0.04 

Millisle Millisle and Ballycopeland 
Presbyterian Church 

0.19 

 Former Ballycopeland Presbyterian 
graveyard 

0.14 

Newtownards Movilla Cemetery 12.60 

Portaferry Templecranny Ruins and 
Graveyard 

0.17 

 
TOTAL 

 
48.39 

 
 
 
OTHER PARKS/ WOODLAND/ WALKWAYS (may be duplicated in other categories) 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE OPEN 
SPACE 

(Ha) 

CHILDRENS 
PLAY AREA 

(Ha) 

PITCHES 
AND 

PLAYING 
FIELDS 

(Ha) 

Ballyhalbert Sandylands,Harbour 
Road 

0.21   

Ballywalter Ballywalter 
Promenade 

0.51   

Bangor 
 

Ward Park 7.15 0.07 7.49 

Ballyholme Park 
and Esplanade 

2.94 0.01  

Kingsland Park 1.15 0.05 2.30 

Castle Park 29.15   

Kilcooley Wood 5.39   

Balloo Wetlands 2.71   

Kerr Wood, 
Crawfordsburn 
Road 

2.30   

Stricklands Glen 3.18   

Smeltmill Bay 1.11   

Balloo Wood 3.20   

Castle Park 22.00   

Skipperstone Glen 5.91   

Carnalea Coastal 
Path 

6.16   

Bangor Harbour and 
Coastal Paths 

8.82   

Ballycrochan Linear 
Park 

6.10   
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Crawfordsburn Cootehall Park 3.16 0.05  

Donaghadee The Moat 0.91   

Groomsport Groomsport coastal 
walkway 

1.50 0.04 0.11 

Holywood Ballymenoch Park 7.92 0.03  

Seapark 3.99 0.05 2.50 

Holywood 
Esplanade 

2.96   

Glenlyon Park 6.71   

Newtownards Kiltonga Nature 
Reserve 

13.8   

Portaferry Exploris Parkland 0.83 0.02 0.19 

Portavogie Springfield Road 1.12   

 
TOTAL 

 
153.88 

 
0.64 

 
12.59 

 
 
 
OUTSIDE SETTLEMENT LIMIT 
 
PUBLIC PITCHES AND PLAYING FIELDS 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Ballygowan Moss Road 2 pitches 1.50 

Cloughey Calhame Park 
Playing Field, 
Calhame Park 

1 pitch 1.58 

Cloughey 
Pavillion, Main 
Road 

2 tennis courts and 
bowling green 

0.26 

Donaghadee The Commons, 
Donaghadee 
Road 

3 tennis courts, 
bowling green and 
putting green 

0.62 

Donaghadee 
Rugby Club, 
Donaldson Park, 
Newtownards 
Road 

2 pitches 2.33 

Groomsport The Meadows 1 pitch 3.23 

Loughries Ballyhaft Road 
playing fields 

1 pitch 0.88 

Millisle Abbey Road 2 pitches 2.39 

 
TOTAL 

 
12.79 
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PRIVATE PITCHES AND PLAYING FIELDS 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Ballywalter Ballywalter 
Bowling and 
Recreation Club 

1 pitch and 1 
bowling green 

1.26 

Ballygalget Ballygalget GAC 1 pitch, 1 training 
pitch 

2.31 

Bangor Ballywooley 
Playing Fields 
(Leased from 
AANDBC), 
Crawfordsburn 
Road 

2 pitches 1.80 

Holywood Royal Belfast Golf 
Club 

4 tennis courts 0.35 

Millisle Adams Park, 
Abbey Road 

2 pitches 1.47 

Portaferry St Patrick’s GAC, 
Ballyfounder Road 

2 pitches 5.32 

Rubane St Joseph’s GAC, 
McKenna Park 

2 pitches 2.38 

 
TOTAL 

 
14.89 

 
 
GOLF COURSES 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Ballywalter Crazy Farm Golf, 
Fastrack Farm, 
Greyabbey Road 

18 hole themed mini 
golf 

0.23 

Bangor Blackwood Golf 
Centre, 
Crawfordsburn 
Road 

2, 18 hole courses, 
1 putting green & 
driving range 

89.70 

Clandeboye Golf 
Club, Tower Road, 
Conlig 

2, 18 hole courses 130.00 

Cloughey Kirkistown Castle 
Golf Club, Main 
Road 

18 hole links course 34.20 

Comber Mahee Golf Club Closed until further 
notice 

 

Craigavad Royal Belfast Golf 
Club 

18 hole course 54.50 

Donaghadee  Donaghadee Golf 18 hole course 33.20 
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Club, Warren Road 

Groomsport Groomsport Golf 
Centre 

18 indoor bays 4.23 

Helens Bay Helens Bay Golf 
Club, Golf Road 

18 hole course 19.20 

Newtownards Scrabo Golf Club, 
Scrabo Road 

18 hole course 40.70 

Bradshaws Brae 
Driving Range, Old 
Belfast Road 

15 covered bays ,9 
outdoor bays and 
teaching bay 

4.00 

Portaferry Ardminnan Golf 
Course, Ardminnan 
Road 

9 hole course 19.00 

 
TOTAL 

 
428.96 

 
 
 
OTHER OUTDOOR SPORT PROVISION 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SITE FACILTIES SITE AREA (Ha) 

Bangor 
 
 

Ross Jord 
Fishery, Upper 
Conlig Reservoir, 
Bangor Road 

Trout fishery 3.20 

Northern Ireland 
Cross Community 
Angling, Lower 
Conlig Reservoir 

Canoeing and 
diving.  Angling to 
be available from 
mid 2019. 

2.59 

Bangor Angling 
Club, Ballysallagh 
Road, Bangor 

Trout fishery 17.30 

Carrowdore Ballygrangee 
Trout Fishery, 
Mountstewart 
Road 

Trout fishery 0.50 

Comber Ardnacashel 
Equestrian, 
Tullynagee Road 

Riding Centre 4.08 

Craigantlet Birr House Riding 
Centre, Whinney 
Hill 

Riding Centre 8.43 

Craigantlet House 
Stables, Dunlady 
Road 

Riding Centre 5.72 

Donaghadee 
 

Bridgewater 
Fishery, Windmill 
Road 

Trout fishery 1.10 
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Portavoe 
Reservoir, Warren 
Road 

Trout fishery 11.80 

Kirkistown Kirkistown Motor 
Racing Circuit, 
Rubane Road 

Motor racing circuit 29.00 

Holywood Donaldson Lake, 
Church Road 

Trout fishery 1.12 

Belfast Anglers 
Association, 
Creightons Green 
Reservoir, 
Creightons Green 
Road 

Trout fishery 13.9 

Belfast Anglers 
Association, 
Upper Holywood 
Reservoir (Spiers 
Lake), Church 
Road 

Trout fishery 5.81 

Millisle Ganaway Activity 
Centre, 
Ballywalter Road 

Include mini golf, 
pitches, mountain 
bike track, fitness 
trail etc. 

4.60 

Newtownards 
 

Movilla Trout 
Fishery, Movilla 
Road 

Trout fishery 2.56 

Poehill Carp 
Fishery 

Carp fishery 2.83 

Northern Ireland 
Cross Community 
Angling, Loughries 
Road 

Fishery 0.28 

Portaferry Lough Cowey 
Fishery, Lough 
Cowey Road 

Trout and pike 
fishery 

18.70 

Six Road Ends Gransha 
Equestrian 
Centre, Kerrs 
Road 

Riding school and 
livery yard 

17.00 

Field of dreams Field sports 
including archery, 
clay shooting, 
orienteering etc 

14.00 

 
TOTAL 

 
164.52 
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CHILDRENS EQUIPPED PLAY AREAS 
 

SETTLEMENT SITE SITE AREA 
(Ha) 

ASSOCIATED 
OPEN SPACE 
(Ha) 

Ballygalget Tullymally Road 0.05 0.48 

Ballywalter Springvale Road 0.05 0.62 

Cloughey Main Road 0.12 0.13 

Donaghadee Lemon’s Wharf, The Parade 0.11 0 

 The Commons 0.11 5.52 

Greyabbey North Street 0.05 0.61 

 Islandview Road 0.03 0.18 

Millisle Ballywalter Road Playground 0.18 1.01 

Portavogie Anchor Carpark, Springfield 
Road 

0.07 0.90 

 
TOTAL 

 
0.77 

 
9.45 

 
 
SCHOOL PITCHES AND PLAYING FIELDS  
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SCHOOL SITE AREA (Ha) 

Ballygowan Carrickmannon Primary School 0.37 

Donaghadee Ballyvester Primary School 0.07 

Glastry Glastry College 1.58 ** 

Greyabbey Greyabbey Primary School 0.04 

Portaferry St Mary’s Primary School 0.77 

 
TOTAL 

 
2.83 

* *Total area outside settlement limit.  Further lands within the settlement limit 
categorised separately. 
 
 
ALLOTMENTS AND COMMUNITY GARDENS 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

ADDRESS OWNER AREA (HA) 

Helens Bay Coastguard 
Avenue 

Helens Bay 
Community Forum 

1.15 

Newtownards Ards Allotments-
Comber Road, 
Newtownards 

Private 0.87  

 
TOTAL 

 
2.02  
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PARKS/ WOODLAND/ WALKWAYS (may be duplicated in other categories) 
 

NEAREST 
SETTLEMENT 

SITE OPEN 
SPACE 
(Ha) 

CHILDRENS 
PLAY AREA 
(Ha) 

PITCHES 
AND 
PLAYING 
FIELDS (Ha) 

Donaghadee The Commons 6.96 0.11 0.62 

Millisle Millisle Beach Park 5.46 0.18  

Portaferry Windmill Stump 0.28   

 
TOTAL 

 
12.7 

 
0.29 

 
0.62 

 
 
COMMUNITY GREENWAYS WITHIN ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH 
 

BMAP Reference Community Greenway 

BR 33/01 Ballycrochan Walkway. 

BR 33/02 Bangor Parks Walkway. 

MCH 41/06 Comber Greenway. 

 
 
COUNTRY PARKS/WOODS 
 

Country Parks/Woods  

Crawfordsburn Country Park Helens Bay 

Redburn Country Park Holywood 

Scrabo Country Park Newtownards 

Whitespots Newtownards 

Cairn Wood Craigantlet 

 

 

HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS 

Historic Parks and Gardens 

Carrowdore Castle 

Quintin Castle  

Rubane House (Echlinville) 

Greyabbey House (Rosemount) 

Portaferry House 

Ballywalter Park 

Mount Stewart 

Portavo House 

The Manor House  
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Ballywhite House  

Cultra Manor 

Clandeboye 

Guincho 

Lorne 

Bangor Castle 

Crawfordsburn House,  

Glenganagh, North Down Countryside 

 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN ARDS AND NORTH DOWN BOROUGH 

Activity Facility 

Angling Angling is one of the most popular pastimes on water in the 

Borough. Freshwater coarse fishing available at Donaldson 

Lake, and Lough Cowey Game Fishery amongst others 

Marine/sea angling – Belfast Lough, Strangford Lough. 

Bowling There are many bowling clubs within Ards and North Down 

Borough offering indoor or outdoor bowling. Clubs include 

Pickie, Ards, Ballywalter, Comber and Cloughey. 

Canoeing There are nine recognised Canoe Trails in Northern Ireland, 

one of which is at Strangford Lough.  This trail has many 

access points. 

Cricket There are 5 Cricket Clubs within the Borough, 

including North Down, Bangor, and Donaghadee. 

Cycling There are, unsigned cycle routes between 20 and 40 

miles in length, within the area, from the sections to the 

more challenging Hills.  These routes are detailed on 

www.cycleni.com.  There are also recently built BMX 

tracks in Conlig and at the new Ards Blair Mayne 

Wellbeing and Leisure Complex. 

Diving There are several places to dive in Ards and North 

Down including Strangford Lough, and Belfast Lough. 

GAA There are 4 Gaelic clubs within the area which are, St 

Pauls, St Joseph’s, Ballygalget and St Patrick’s. 

http://www.cycleni.com/
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Golf There are many golf courses within the area ranging from 

the Council owned course at Carnalea Golf Course to the 

privately-owned courses at Blackwood, Helens Bay and 

Holywood amongst others. 

Hockey Hockey Clubs that train and play within the 

Borough include North Down, Ards and Bangor 

Horse riding There are many equestrian centres in the Ards and North 

Down area which provide experienced riders and novices 

with the opportunity of enjoying trekking.  Local riding 

schools include Gransha Equestrian Centre. 

Motorsport The 500 Motor Racing Club run events at the Kirkiston 

Racing Circuit. There are also Carting events at the Eddie 

Irvine Sports Centre. There are also a number of hill climbs 

held within the Borough. 

Rugby Rugby Clubs include Bangor, Ards, Holywood and 

Donaghadee. 

Sailing Sailing Clubs include, Royal Ulster, Royal North Of 

Ireland, Ballyholme, Newtownards, Kircubbin, and 

Holywood. 

Soccer There are several football clubs within the council area 

including, Ards, Bangor, Abbey Villa, and 1st Bangor. 

Tennis There are Tennis Clubs including Bangor Lawn Tennis 

Club. 

This list is not exhaustive but indicates the main activities available 

within the Council area 

 

 


