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Project Start Date: 25th July 2014 

Project Completion Date: End of Summer 2016  

Project value: £5.4M  

Project Funders: Ards Borough Council and the 
Department for Social Development 

Welcome to our second Newsletter for 
the Newtownards Public Realm Project 
As the Newtownards Public Realm Project nears 
Christmas, we would like to thank all the businesses, 
residents and shoppers for their understanding and 
cooperation as the scheme progresses through the 
town.   

FP McCann Ltd. are required under contract to cease 
all works on the streets to facilitate the Christmas 
trading period in the town. As a result, works have 
stopped and will recommence on 5th January 2015. 

FP McCann Ltd have registered the site with the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme, and proudly 
support the founding principles of this scheme. 
Through the scheme, FP McCann aims to improve the 
image of the construction industry by caring about 
appearance, respecting the community, protecting the 
environment, securing everyone’s safety and valuing 
their workforce. As part of this scheme they would 
like to encourage feedback from the community 
including suggestions on how they can improve their 
operations and interaction with the community. 

To facilitate this Regional Embargo period FP McCann 
Ltd have minimised the fencing and barriers on the 
streets, no excavations have been left open, all areas 
that have been worked on have been finished to 
concrete pavement foundation, with some temporary 
tar reinstatements around manholes and raised 
ironwork.  Regular inspections will be carried out of 

all these areas during the Embargo period and the 
Christmas Holidays. 

Please note that access to all trading businesses and 
residential properties will be maintained throughout. 

Progress to date: 
South Street 
South Street to Pound Street 

Excavation, placement of services and laying of the 
concrete pavement foundation has been partially 
completed outside ‘Day Today’, with partial temporary 
reinstatement of incomplete works. 

 

Mill Street 
North Side 

The Public Realm has progressed well in this area. 
Excavation, placement of services and laying of the 
concrete pavement foundation has been completed at 
the Public Toilets. Kerbing and paving at this location 
will commence after the Christmas period  in January 
2015. 
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From the junction of Lower Mary Street to Conway 
Square excavation works have taken place, Phoenix 
Natural Gas had to lower one of their gas pipes, and 
NIE have now lowered their services, allowing us to 
place services and complete of the concrete pavement 
foundation.

  

South Side 
The Public Realm works including excavation, 
placement of services and placement of concrete 
pavement foundation from the junction of Pound 
Street towards the junction of South Street, and from 
the Pound St junction to John St Lane has ceased until 
after the Christmas Embargo.  
As with the North Side, the kerbing and paving at this 
location will commence after the Christmas period in 
January 2015. 

  

Regent Street, 
North side 
Excavation, placement of services and laying of 
concrete pavement foundation has been carried out 
from B&M Bargains past the Library to Corrie’s Family 
Butcher. The existing drainage was blocked at the 
Library, this has been removed and replaced with a 
new drainage system in this area. Kerbing and paving 
at this location will commence after the Christmas 
period in January 2015. 
 

 
 
Whilst excavating outside Corrie’s Butchers an 
existing culvert was uncovered, this section of the 
culvert was in need of repair, and through 
consultation with Rivers Agency and Transport NI, the 
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design team URS have agreed a design solution, which 
FP McCann have now completed.  

  
 

South side  
The Public Realm works including excavation, 
placement of services and placement of concrete 
pavement foundation has been completed from the 
Gibson St Lane junction to the Lower Mary Street 
junction. Kerbing and paving at this location will 
commence after the Christmas period in January 
2015. 

 

Upcoming Works: 
After the Christmas period the programme will 
progress within the following areas.  Work will 
include:   

Mill Street 
Excavation, placement of services, and the laying of 
the concrete pavement foundation is due to 
commence after Christmas between the junction of 
Pound Street and John St Lane.  
Kerbing and paving to commence on areas concreted. 

Regent Street 
Excavation, placement of services, and laying of the 
concrete pavement foundation is due to continue on 
from the Corrie’s Family Butchers towards the Mary 
Street junction. 
Kerbing and paving to commence on areas concreted. 

Conway Square 
Works to Conway Square will commence in January 
2015. The existing trees in Conway Square will be 
relocated to Londonderry Park. The phased excavation, 
placement of services, laying of the concrete pavement 
foundation, kerbing and paving will commence 
thereafter.  
Market traders will be relocated during January – 
May 2015, location to be confirmed by Ard’s Borough 
Council. 
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Events held:  

 
 

  

Contact details: 
FP McCann will continue to liaise with all the 
businesses and residents within the footprint of the 
scheme to minimise disruption during the period of 
the scheme.  Those affected will be contacted directly 
by the Contractor prior to works commencing.  

If you have any concerns, you can call into the Project 
Office located on the First Floor, Conway Buildings, 16 
South Street, Newtownards or alternatively via the 
project email address: ncdpr@fpmccann.co.uk; or 028 
7954 9165.  Please note that the Project Office will be 
closed from 20th December ’14 – 4th January ’15. 

If you have a query outside of office hours please do 
not hesitate to contact our 24hr contact number 028 
7954 9090. This number will remain available over 
the Christmas Holidays. 

The programme information outlined above is subject 
to change, and is dependent upon approval from ABC 
and Transport NI. 

For Programme updates and all other information 
regarding the Newtownards Public Realm Scheme, 
please refer to the public realm website; 
www.newtownardspublicrealm.com 
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