
Information for Birth Holders (26 March 2020)  

Based upon the latest advice and guidance from the UK Government, Ards and 

North Down Borough Council will encourage and facilitate a controlled return to safe, 

family recreational boating, allowing boat owners to access their boats for day use.   

All ANDBC Harbour facilities will be operating with additional control 

measures designed to protect both staff and the public from exposure to and 

transmission of the COVID-19 virus.  

The following conditions apply to ALL harbour users:  

1. You must not leave your home if you are displaying ANY symptoms of COVID-

19. 

2. No overnight or short stay visitors will be permitted into the Harbours until further 

notice. 

3. Skippers must obtain the latest weather forecast, the vessel must be checked 

and inspected thoroughly before putting to sea.  This should include ensuring that 

engines are operating correctly, and all safety equipment is in date and operating 

as it should.  

(NB. This is particularly important in order to minimise the need for the emergency 

services to be mobilised; potentially placing them and you at risk.) 

4. We anticipate that our Harbours may get busy over the coming days and weeks. 

Skippers are urged to practice good seamanship, courtesy, patience, and 

common sense as they move in and out of our Harbours. 

5. Skippers may only be accompanied by persons permanently residing at the same 

address, or, with others from a different household provided the vessel is large 

enough to maintain social distancing onboard.  

6. At the request of the owners of the Copeland Islands, landing on these Islands is 

not permitted.    

7. Refuelling is permitted but only with strict adherence to social distancing rules 

and ensuring good hygiene practices, including the use of gloves whilst handling 

refuelling equipment.  

8. If touching shared surfaces and objects such as ladders and handrails; good 

hygiene practises MUST be observed. This may be achieved through the use of 

disposable gloves and/or the use of hand sanitiser before and after 

contact.  Ladders and handrails will be cleaned and disinfected daily by harbour 

staff.  

9. Harbour offices will remain closed to the public.  If necessary; berth-holders 

should contact Harbours staff via phone or email. Whilst outside on harbour sites 

you must adhere to the two-metre social distancing rules.  



10. All mooring fees are to be paid via telephone on 02891 824066, weekdays 

between 9am to 3pm.  Please call the office to confirm your recalculated fee as 

soon as possible. 

11. When boat lift or Craneage is required it shall be subject to the crane operator’s 

risk assessment which should be amended to include additional measures to 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 (in addition to the standard precautions). 

 

It is vital that everyone respects these measures, including social distancing and 

hygiene, in-line with current government guidance.  

 


