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1.0 Introduction 
1.0.1 The Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 places a duty upon Councils to make 

arrangements to secure continuous improvement and account for it.  At the beginning of each 
financial year we are required  to publish a Performance Improvement Plan which sets out our 
plans for discharging our duties for the financial year ahead and a Performance Report to 
account for our improvement activity for that year.  

1.0.2 The purpose of this Performance Report is to review our performance in the delivery of  our 
agreed Improvement Objectives for the 2017/18 financial year.  The intention of the report is to 
provide an honest and balanced account of the Council’s position in terms of achievement of 
the objectives set out in the Corporate Plan and the priorities agreed in the Performance 
Improvement Plan 2017/18. 

1.0.3 This Performance Report provides a vehicle for the Council to determine its capacity and ability 
to deliver “continuous improvement” by identifying areas where we are performing well and 
those requiring particular attention in future years.  By assessing where our progress has been 
slower than expected, or has not resulted in the levels of performance we set out to achieve, we 
can review and adjust the way we use our resources to ensure we maximise the effect of our 
services on the people living, working and visiting the Ards and North Down Borough Council 
area. 

 
1.1 About us 
Our Purpose is to make Ards and North Down the best place to live, work, visit and invest. 
Our Vision is that Ards and North Down will be a place to be proud of which is more prosperous, 
vibrant, healthy, sustainable and where people enjoy an excellent quality of life. 
Our Objectives 
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Our Core Values are the things we believe in: 
PROGRESSIVE   We will be proactive, ambitious, innovative, forward thinking and outward looking 

RESPECT   We will treat everyone in a fair and 
equitable manner, respecting diversity and each 
other’s roles. 
INTEGRITY   We will always be open, honest, 
transparent, trustworthy and accountable in our 
business relationships. 
DELIVERY   We will ensure a ‘can do’ attitude, being 
passionate about achieving results, performance 
driven and outcome focussed. 
EXCELLENCE   We will strive to deliver continuously 
improving and excellent quality services whilst 
ensuring value for money. 
 
Our Area 
  

The borough is bound by 
approximately 115 miles of 
beautiful coastline. 

We attract more than 282,000 
overnight visits annually, 
contributing £46m to the local 
economy. 

157,000 people live in the 
borough and it covers an area 
of over 228 square miles 

Strangford Lough is an area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and one of Tourism NI’s ten 
key visitor destinations. 

We have more than 4,200 
businesses in the Borough. 



4 
 

Our performance governance  
 
Plan 
Stating what we will do and why - the Performance Planning and Management process will be used at 
the following levels: 

• Community Planning and Reporting, where a plan will be developed every 10- 15 years; 
• Corporate Planning and Reporting, where a plan will be developed every 4 years to set out 

objectives for the Council; 
• Performance Improvement Plans (PIP) which sets out the Council’s plan for a single year; 
• Service Planning and Reporting, where a plan will be developed every year by each council 

service); 
• Individual (and/or collective Team level) Planning and Reporting, where a plan will be 

delivered every year. 
This approach is designed to facilitate alignment between Community, Corporate, Service and 
Individual plans, activities and the needs of our stakeholders. It will also focus on assessment of key 
risks, alignment of the Council’s resources, processes and systems to consistently achieve strategic 
objectives. 

Engage 
Working together to achieve it - to inspire and motivate staff and stakeholders to be engaged with what 
the organisation seeks to deliver. It is likely to include focus on developing leadership, culture and 
values and will typically involve effective inductions, team building, cross-council team working and staff 
forums. 

Resource  
Putting our people and 
budgets where they are 
needed - to improve 
organisation and 
structural design, budget 
setting and 
management. It will 
involve recruitment, 
learning and 
development and 
system investment. It 
should also ensure a 
coordinated approach to 
the development of 
resources including staff. 

 

Focus  
Doing the right thing right – 
to ensure system and 
process alignment with 
organisational objectives. It is 
likely to involve carrying out 
service reviews, ongoing 
coaching, identifying process 
improvements, reviewing 
potential suitable systems 
and ensuring optimum use of 
systems, technology and 
equipment. 

Operate 
Getting on with the job - to ensure continuous improvement. It is designed to promote performance 
improvement, encourage innovation and share good practice. This will typically include ongoing 
benchmarking exercises to ensure we continually improve our practices and any other identified activities 
that would encourage continuous improvement. 

Relate 
Communicating with our stakeholders - to have successful communications. The aim is to encourage 
engagement and transparency; this stage will include decisions on communication and delivery, including 
internal/external communication methods, carrying out stakeholder surveys and receiving feedback 
including complaints. Stakeholder analysis and Partnership working are also likely to be included. 

Manage 
Reviewing how we are doing and managing improvements - to monitor, reward good performance and 
address under performance. This will involve reviewing scorecards, feedback etc. for each of the parties 
involved and determining actual measurement achieved against original objectives/targets.  
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1.2 The cost of our services 
A summary of our financial performance for 2017/18 is outlined below.  Our total gross expenditure was 
less than budgeted due mainly to savings realised from reduced landfill costs arising from Waste and 
Recycling initiatives and delay in recruitment of a number of planned posts.  

2017/18 
Budget 

2016/17 
Actual  

Environmental Health  2,031,616  2,060,075  

Community and Culture  3,818,971  2,759,096 

Leisure and Amenities  7,889,713  7,665,803  

Environmental and Cleansing Services  13,251,144  14,307,126  

Assets and Property Services  5,690,745  5,508,064  

Building Control, Licensing etc  2,314,811  2,178,743  

Regeneration  1,297,510  1,832,795  

Economic Development 1,651,199  1,600,763  

Tourism 1,955,348  1,709,867  

Planning  1,961,643  1,491,972  

Finance and Internal Audit 1,839,518  1,427,705  
Performance and Projects  1,941,982  1,686,601  

HR and OD  829,088  774,946  

Administration and Customer Services 3,565,612  3,321,703  

Chief Executive's Office 825,000  804,724  

 50,863,900 49,129,983 
 
A full copy of the Council’s Chart of Accounts will be available on the Council’s website from October 
2018. 

  

http://www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/about-the-council/publications/financial-reports/financial-statements
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2.0 Performance Key 
The key outlined below provides definitions for the three Red, Amber, Green (RAG) status levels which 
have been chosen to measure progress. 

RAG Status Definition 
 Target/standard, actions and measures are on track 

 
Target/standard, actions and measures are mostly on track but some are falling 
short of plan 

 
Target/standard, actions and measures are of concern and are mostly falling 
short of plan 

 

3.0 How do we compare? 
3.0.1  Statutory Performance Indicators and Standards 
Council is required to report on how it has performed against the Statutory Indicators 1set out in The 
Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 2015 and Section 
91 of the Act requires the Council to use this information to assess its performance against the previous 
year’s performance; and, so far as is practicable, the performance of other councils in the exercise of the 
same or similar functions. 
Municipal Waste  

 
 By increasing the recycling rate to over 50%, the Council has already met the 2020 50% 

target for recycling, however, the Council has recognised both the financial and 
environmental benefits gained through recycling and has set ambitious targets well in 
excess of the 50% target. 
 

 Through improvements in the recycling of food waste and other biodegradable wastes 
(paper and card), the Council reduced the tonnage of biodegradable materials sent to 
landfill and met its NILAS target. 
 

 As part of the engagement process with residents around the promotion of new recycling 
initiatives, the Council has also promoted “reuse and reduce”. This is reflected in the overall 
reduction in municipal waste arisings, while most other NI councils have experienced an 
increase.  

                                                      
1 End of year statutory indicators and standards for waste, planning and jobs promoted can be found in 
Appendix 2 
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Economic Development 

 
 Responsibility for business start transferred to Councils from central government in 2015.  Since 

then the Business Start ‘Go For it’ Programme has been delivered under an 11 Council SLA with 
Invest NI, individual Council Interim Programme and within the last year under ERDF Letter of Offer 
on an 11 Council basis with match funding from Invest NI. 
 

 The creation of jobs has been identified as one of the key targets of the recently published 
Integrated Tourism Regeneration and Development Strategy 2018-2030 and Council has ensured 
measures are in place to support new business starts and their sustainability by offering a suite of 
programmes ranging from creating enterprise awareness, support for under-represented groups 
through to business growth and development programmes. 
  

 The rank against other Councils reflects some of the new targets which EU funding has dictated 
whilst also ensuring that our targets as above are consistently met. 

 
Planning 

 
 

 The Council determined 6 major planning applications over the period 2017/2018.  Of these, the 
number of weeks to process ranged from 31.4 weeks to 313 weeks.  The number of weeks 
processing time was affected by a range of factors, including numerous amendments to proposals to 
reach a positive outcome, resultant rounds of additional consultations, advertising and neighbour 
notification.  The average processing time was affected by inclusion of determination of a legacy 
application that dates back to 2011.  
 

 During the year the Council determined 979 planning applications, consisting of 656 residential 
applications which can include proposals up to 49 dwellings.  The Council achieved an improvement 
of 3 weeks over the previous year.  Other activity aside from planning applications included 
discharge of conditions, assessment of non-material change applications, determination of 
applications for certificate of lawfulness of use and development, alongside applications related to 
protected trees.  
 
Whilst the Council failed to achieve the average processing time of 15 weeks, it should be noted that 
it had the 7th highest level of cases determined across NI.  It should also be noted that of three of 
the Councils who achieved a faster processing time than AND actually determined between 5-18% 
less applications over the year than AND.  Processing times can be affected by quality of information 
submitted in the first instance, requirements from consultees, and level of objections and 
complexities of each case. 
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 Ards and North Down had the second highest number of enforcement cases opened over the year 
(7% increase on previous year) after Belfast City Council.  An enforcement case is concluded when 
one of the following occurs: a notice is issued; legal proceedings commence; a planning application 
is received; or the case is closed.  Of the 413 cases closed 189 were remedied/resolved, 38 
received planning permission, and no breach of planning control was found to have occurred in 126 
cases.  The remaining cases were either deemed not expedient to pursue, were immune from action 
or were allowed on appeal.  
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3.1  How have we done?  

Performance Improvement Objectives for 2017/18 
3.1.1 Council approved and published its Performance Improvement Plan for 2017/18 in June 2017.  

Each of the 11 performance improvement objectives is linked to a Corporate Plan theme as set 
out in Table 1, more detailed information on the links to the Community Plan and how the 
objectives align with the specified aspects of improvement as defined in Section 86 of the Local 
Government Act 2014 can be found in Appendix 1. 

3.1.2 The associated activities underpinning the performance improvement objectives were included in 
our service plans and resources were allocated to support their delivery from our 2017/18 
budget.  Through the monitoring of our service plans and budgets we have prepared this 
assessment of our progress in delivering the benefits associated with our proposed activities.   

 
Summary Table of Progress against Our Improvement Objectives for 2017/18 

Corporate  
Plan 
Theme 

Improvement Objective Aggregated 
RAG Status 
across all 
actions 

PEOPLE  We will seek to support citizens and groups to become 
involved in community activities that are important to them.  

PLACE  We will focus on reducing waste going to landfill.  
 We will proactively maintain our physical assets.  
 We will provide a cleaner and healthier environment by 

reducing the level of dog fouling across our Borough 
 

PROSPERITY  We will support women and under-represented groups to 
move into business creation and development  

 We will support businesses to increase their capacity for 
international growth.  

 We will maximise the opportunities for visitors to access 
tourism information about the Borough via digital channels  

PERFORMANCE  We will increase our internal and external digital solution 
offerings.  

 We will improve our early stage planning process to 
increase turnaround and reduce future enforcement actions  

 We will invest in our staff to improve the customer 
experience  

 We will develop measures to maximise staff attendance.  
 OVERALL   

Table 1: 2017/18 Performance Improvement Objectives  
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3.1.4 Improvement Objectives in detail 

Improvement 
Objective 1 

We will encourage and support citizens and groups to become involved in 
community activities that are important to them. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Develop and implement a Citizen Volunteer initiative to allow socially minded 
and responsible ratepayers to become involved in civic and community 
activities. 

 

 Implement an action plan to fund and promote community led environmental 
improvement projects that enhance our borough and promote civic pride. 

 

 Implement Action Plan to create a self-help culture around emergency 
planning in local communities to build resilience. 

Indicators: 

 Standard/ 
Target Actual RAG 

Number of active volunteers 40 16  
Number of activities for volunteers 3 5  
% of volunteers who feel they have benefitted from 
the initiative 80% 0  
% of people surveyed who believe the project has 
improved the area 80% 0  
% of participants indicating they are more aware 
and more empowered after talks 50% 0  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 Council engaged in partnership with Volunteer Now, the lead organisation 
working to promote, develop and support volunteering across NI and 
established a cross-departmental working group which had representation 
from HR&OD, Finance, Trade Unions, Leisure, Parks and Community 
Development to develop a Volunteer Policy.  In June 2017 the Policy was 
approved by Committee and ratified in July 2017.  The aim was to pilot during 
the 2017-18 financial year, however,  as the Policy was not ratified until July 
this inhibited the ability to recruit the targeted number of volunteers.  Council 
are now actively recruiting volunteers via the Council’s website and social 
media channels. 

 Whilst the Volunteer Policy was introduced in 2017, no formal training on the 
Policy was delivered to staff, therefore the survey of those volunteering with 
the Council was not carried out within the financial year.  Training to be 
delivered by Volunteer Now has been scheduled for the autumn of 2018 and 
surveys of volunteers will be carried out in the new financial year. 

 Through the RCIF a significant increase in funding was allocated to Keep NI 
Beautiful’s Live Here Love Here scheme but in particular the small grants 
element of the campaign.  

 17 local groups from across the Borough have availed of the funding and are 
presently developing and implementing community based environmental 
improvement projects.  

 44 applications under the Community Development Grants scheme were 
approved across a range of projects including youth summer schemes, 
sports activities, training programmes, intergenerational projects and 
history/heritage talks. 

 The Open House Summer Festival 2017 total economic impact was 
calculated at over £1M.  During the Festival 142 events took place over 31 
days attracting more than 40,000 people. 
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Improvement 
Objective 2 We will continue to reduce waste going to landfill 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Introduce a Kerbside glass collection 
 Develop an action plan to increase recycling from commercial kerbside waste 

collection customers 
 Target areas of low participation in recycling 
 Implement route optimisation 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

Increase tonnage of glass sent for recycling 4,500 3,776  
% commercial waste sent for recycling 1,600 2,986  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 A four weekly kerbside glass collection was introduced in June 2017 with 
each household receiving a glass collection box and associated support 
resources in connection with the glass recycling campaign.  The delay in 
starting the collections contributed to the 17% target shortfall. 

 As part of our overall ongoing education and awareness programme, to focus  
on encouraging business and residents to recycle more, Council ran the 
“Recycling – It’s worth it” week of activity ran from 25 September – 1 October. 

 Continued the implementation of our Sustainable Waste Management 
Strategy with the relaunch of the blue bin which allows for additional items to 
be recycled. 

 In order to target areas of low participation in recycling analyses of collection 
weights for individual collections rounds is being conducted.  Poor performing 
areas will be targeted in terms of residual bin monitoring with follow up visits 
by the Education Team. 

 Council were encouraged by the support of our residents in both the blue gin 
and glass collection initiatives and will continue to focus on reducing waste 
going to landfill. 

 In January 2018 van and trailer permits were introduced at HRC’s with the 
aim of limiting the amount of waste arising from commercial activities being 
deposited at our sites.  This has made a significant contribution to the Council 
reducing its overall waste arisings by 5,200 tonnes from the 2016/17 total 
(94,949 tonnes to 89,749 tonnes). 

 The reduction in fees for waste going to landfill allowed the creation of the 
RCIF which enabled a significant increase in funding to Keep NI Beautiful’s 
Live Here Love Here scheme. 

 The implementation of route optimisation has improved the efficiency of 
collection rounds and allowed the integration of commercial recycling 
collections with domestic collection rounds. 
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Improvement 
Objective 3 We will proactively maintain our physical assets to enhance the Borough 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Introduce a proactive approach to the maintenance of Council’s physical 
assets within parks, town centres and prominent areas, by implementing and 
maintaining a planned programme of work 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

% resident satisfaction with maintained parks, town 
centres and prominent areas 70% 96%2  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 In March 2017 Council agreed that £30k and approximately 17 weeks of 
labour would be dedicated to the planned maintenance of public areas as 
identified on a schedule.  This was subsequently extended to £50k and 
approximately 21weeks for 2018/19, with some additional sites, as agreed at 
November’s Council meeting. 

 During 2017/18 proactive maintenance projects took place at Ward Park, 
Pickie Pier, Coastal Path, Groomsport and Kiltonga Duck Pond.  These 
projects have improved the condition and safety of these assets by repairing 
surfacing, power washing and replacing/repairing street furniture.  In addition 
to these proactive measures, a number of reactive improvements have been 
made in response to requests for additional/replacement benches throughout 
the borough. 

  

                                                      
2 Data is derived from a Resident Survey conducted by Social Market Research on behalf of the Council in June/July 
2018.  Of 1,000 residents surveyed 51% had used/visited Council Play Parks and Open spaces in the previous 12 
months and of those 96% were satisfied with the Play Parks and Open Spaces service. 
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Improvement 
Objective 4 

We will provide a cleaner and healthier environment by reducing the level 
of dog fouling across the borough 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Implement an action plan to tackle dog fouling through the introduction of a 
cross-directorate programme and public relations campaign. 

Indicators: 
 

Standar
d/ 
Target 

Actual 
2017/18 

Actual 
2016/17 RAG 

Reduce the level of dog fouling as 
recorded by Keep NI Beautiful survey <11% 16 7  

Outcomes: 
 
 

A major campaign to address dog fouling in public places was held throughout 
the Borough between 2nd January 2018 until 31st March 2018. This issue is 
widely recognised as being one of significant community concern, with ongoing 
calls for more focus to be placed by Council and other stakeholders on reducing 
the problem of dog waste not being lifted and placed in bins by pet owners.   
 
The following key elements were agreed: 
 

 Dedicating 1392 hours to enforcement patrols during the campaign 
 £30,000 budget with half provided by the Recycling Community 

Investment Fund 
 Social Media Campaign 
 Cinema advertising 
 Ad shell advertising 
 Banners and localised information boards 
 Shopping Centre help desks 
 Posters and flyers at Council facilities etc. 
 Free poop bag promotion 
 Independent assessment of cleanliness of key problem dog fouling areas 

before, during and after the campaign. 
 
Prior to the campaign being launched it was agreed the key performance 
indicator would be the LP Index which Keep NI beautiful would independently 
survey. During the implementation of the project it was recognised that this 
measurement was in fact too broad and would not accurately reflect the 
campaign outcomes. However, it was agreed key actions of the campaign would 
be measured.  
 
Enforcement was one of those measures and saw a 222% increase in fixed 
penalty noticed during the campaign.  
 
Also, it is pleasing to note the significant reduction in dog waste found at the 
identified hotspot areas between the pre-campaign measurement (December 
2017) and the during campaign point (March 2018) and the sustained level until 
the end of April 2018.  
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Improvement 
Objective 4 

We will provide a cleaner and healthier environment by reducing the level 
of dog fouling across the borough 

 
 
‘Scoop the Poop’ the awareness campaign was also launched on Facebook on 8 
January 2018 via the Scoop that Poop video. This initial post had a Reach of 
55,000 people (number of unique people who saw the content in their newsfeed).  
This resulted in almost 21,000 video views and the video was shared 129 times, 
with a significant number of comments on the page. Overall, the number of 
reactions/comments/shares reached 921. 
 
The evidence gathered demonstrates the campaign’s action were a success in 
meeting their targets. Enforcement increased,  the awareness had a good reach 
and the hotspots saw a visible improvement. However the campaign has 
highlighted the need for increased resources into cleansing, allowing a 
responsive and flexible approach to dealing with hotspot fouling areas.  
 

 
 

Improvement 
Objective 5 

We will support women and under-represented groups to move into 
business creation and development 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 We will support women and individuals from under-represented groups to 
move into business creation and development through programmes such as 
the Women’s Entrepreneurship and Exploring Enterprise Programmes. 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

Number of women setting up companies in the 
Borough as a result of participation in the WEP and 
individual acquiring a QCF Level 1 qualification 

40 0  

Outcomes: 
 
 

  Support has been provided to under-represented groups through the NOW 
Programme and Exploring Enterprise which has resulted in new business 
creation.  

 Support for women into business was revised following collaboration with the 
rest of the Local Government Sector to form a new joint Challenge Fund 
Programme in partnership with Women in Business NI and Invest NI which 
should run in 2018-19.  The Programme has been agreed in principle and we 
are awaiting sign off of targets and Letter of Engagement being issued. 

 This objective has been carried forward into the 2018/19 PIP as an action 
under Objective 5. 
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Improvement 
Objective 6 

We will support businesses to increase their capacity for international 
growth 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 We will support businesses to increase their capacity for international growth 
through interregional programmes. 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

Number of businesses participating in interregional 
programmes 10 24  

Outcomes: 
 
 

Programmes such as Creative Momentum have been run to support international 
business growth and a trade visit to an international market (Lapua,Finland) 
supported Craft businesses to develop international contacts and opportunities. 
 
Creative Momentum is a transnational project that supported the creative 
industry sector, funded by the EU’s Northern Periphery & Arctic (NPA) 
Programme, operated by 6 partner organisations across 5 European 
regions.  AND is a member of NI SEED Group (SEED one of the 6 partners) 3 
council areas; Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Council and Newry, Mourne 
and Down District Council area. 
 
Programmes have assisted creative businesses to develop their creative and 
business skills and innovate new product/service ideas by providing mentoring, 
new online knowledge resources and supporting collaborative product, service 
and organisational innovation.  Below are the main programme activities and 
outcomes for AND: 
 Creative Trails - 2 new creative trails/apps established in SEED region 

launched 28th June 2017.  Up to 12 AND businesses are listed on the app as 
a creative destination – 4 AND businesses availed of photographic support for 
images to be used in the trail/app 

 Creative Spaces – developed a network of shared creative spaces right across 
SEED – 7 shared spaces in AND.  The creative spaces worked towards 
connecting these spaces in creating a platform for transitional exchange 
events. 

 International Trade Fair Activity – 4 AND businesses received up to €2500 
support to attend a trade fair outside NI in May 2017 & Jan 2018 

 Online Showcase Platform www.MyCreativeEdge.eu – online showcase 
platform for creative businesses, generated at total of 372 split between the 
three councils.  This allows businesses to create online profile showcasing 
their creative business with aim to benefit from online marketing of the 
platform. 

 Transnational Peer Mentoring Activity – matched creative businesses from 
different EU partner regions, 2 AND businesses connected through skype 
sessions ongoing activity up to May 2017. 

 Creative Steps Activity – emerging creative talent (graduating students/ 
emerging creative businesses) given the opportunity to attend workshop on 
real life briefs by renowned creative businesses, in April 2018  an innovation 
workshop held in SERC where up to 50 creative businesses heard from Roger 
sault founder of Mulberry, one of the UK’s most iconic fashion brands.   

 
 
  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycreativeedge.eu%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdaa78c16d50543e65a5f08d60f18c86d%7C39416dee5c8e4f5cb59d05c4bd0dd472%7C0%7C0%7C636712996454020075&sdata=cU3%2BC%2BUlTEWZ2AsbAszo00uHELLJauWWaSwiJ3zwLq4%3D&reserved=0
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Improvement 
Objective 7 

We will maximise the opportunities for visitors to access tourism 
information about the Borough via digital channels. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Upload all available tourism guides (5 new in 17/18), apps and video in digital 
format  

 Upload all other relevant visitor Council guides in digital format  
 Reconfigure print artwork of Experiences and Events guide so that one 

specific Events and Exhibitions guide is available only as a download as per 
customer requests for specific Events information  

 Promote downloadable guides via appropriate social media, advertising and 
PR channels to increase visitor interactivity with website . 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

Increase the number of visits to Digital Resources 
section of visitardsandnorthdown.com 835 1335  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 Enhanced accommodation section developed for visitardsandnorth.com 
website, New Town and Village section created and ongoing enhancement of 
this.  

 New downloadable experience guides uploaded – World Wars Trail and 
Peninsula tours. 

 Continual refresh of Experiences page on seasonal basis or as and when 
required if outside “seasonal” experiences. Ongoing re-development to 
continue. 

 Range of videos showcasing experiences/landscapes/seascapes. One 
promotional destination “short” produced for Spring and additional for Easter 
18 to follow. (larger range postponed until key areas identified via strategy – 
18/19  development to follow).   

 Promotional “short” and Easter items have been addressed and an RTQ has 
been released for additional video pieces. 
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Improvement 
Objective 8 We will increase our internal and external digital solution offerings. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Launch Online Application Service for Building Control 
 Implement an electronic Grant Management System 
 Implement Mobile working for Environmental Health Service 
 Develop Planning Service webpages to include FAQs on popular topic areas 
 Introduce a Purchase-2-Pay system 
 Integration of back-office system (HR, Payroll, Time and Attendance) 

Indicators: 

 Standard/ 
Target Actual RAG 

% of Building Control applications submitted 
online 20% 18.23

%  
Decrease number of formal grant appeals 1 4  
Amount of time spent by visitor on Planning 
Service FAQs 

2.00 
mins N/A  

Number of visitors to FAQs page requesting 
appointment 100   
Number of Environmental Health Services 
operating mobile working 3 0  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 Online application service for Building Control has been operational since 10 
April 2017.  18.23% of applications have been made online since 
implementation.  Further development of the software is taking place to enable 
multi-applicant users to submit applications. 

 A cross council working group was established to agree  functional 
specification and requirements for an electronic Grants Management system 
and this has been completed .  Whilst the specification is complete owing to 
demand on resources the Business Case has not yet been finalised.  It is 
expected that the Business Case will be completed over the summer and will 
be reported to Council in Quarter 3.  This action has been carried forward into 
the 2018/19 PIP as an action under objective 6. 

 The Vendor of the Environmental Health system has advised that to progress 
this project requires development agreed the all councils (excluding Belfast 
who use another system).  Discussion is ongoing with the EHNI Heads of 
Service and the software vendor.  This action has been carried forward into 
the 2018/19 PIP as an action under objective 6. 

 Development of the Planning Service webpages is ongoing and will include 
interactive Tree Preservation Order information on a map base, information on 
Enforcement, and other planning matters.  Owing to lack of resources it has 
not been possible to set up specific FAQ pages – at the time of reporting 
information on how to register for speaking rights, or how to comment on a 
planning application is available on the Planning pages within the 
website.  Work on FAQs continues to be developed to ensure the appropriate 
information is posted to provide basic answers for customers and to 
encourage channel shift.   This action has been carried forward into the 
2018/19 PIP under objective 6. 

 Project initiation meeting for Purchase-2-Pay took place in January 2018.  A 
Business Case was approved by Council and order placed with TotalMobile. 
However, owing to internal resourcing issues no further progress has been 
made and this objective has been carried forward into the 2018/19 PIP as an 
action under objective 6.  The implementation is due to commence on 21 
September 2018. 

 Project initiation meeting for the integration of back-office systems took place 
in 9 February 2018.  A Business Case was approved by Council and order 
placed with CoreHR.  However, owing to internal resourcing issues the kick-off 
date for this project was delayed and commences on 1 September 2018.  This 
action has therefore been carried forward into the 2018/19 Performance 
Improvement Plan under objective 6. 
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Improvement 
Objective 9 

We will improve our early stage planning process to increase turnaround 
and reduce future enforcement actions. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Introduce an appointment based Planning Advisory reception service 
 Introduce local performance improvement targets of 8 weeks for processing 

householder applications 
 Develop protocol with Building Control to ensure submitted applications have 

benefit of appropriate planning approval where necessary 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RAG 

% of Building Control applications checked against 
Planning approvals 25% 25%  

 % of householder applications processed within 8 
weeks 80% 60%  

Outcomes: 
 
 

 An appointment based Planning Advisory reception service was implemented 
in November 2017.  This service enables members of the public to submit 
detailed information in advance of the appointment resulting in the duty officer 
being prepared with all relevant information, forms, policy, guidance and 
advice – therefore providing a more meaningful discussion and negating the 
need for further information to be sent out after an ad-hoc meeting without an 
appointment.  It ensures Officers are better able to manage their time when on 
duty in reception and focus on provision of better, more relevant information 
for the customer.   The appointment system also focuses the customer on 
being more prescriptive about what they are actually seeking information on. 

 
 The current statutory performance indicators are only divided over local 

applications, which can include anything from a proposal for a fence, right up 
to a housing scheme of 49 houses, and major applications.  Staff were 
previously balancing caseloads that included a range of ‘householder’ 
applications (generally smaller domestic extensions) alongside investment 
applications.   
 
Following recruitment of additional staff, a team was formed to deal solely with 
householder applications with the aim of decisions being issued more quickly 
and freeing up more senior and experienced officers to deal with more 
complex cases with investment and business implications.  The team was not 
fully recruited until well into Quarter 1 2017/18 – and then suffered loss of a 
member through resignation.  The issues in resourcing the team have 
accounted for the partial achievement of the target alongside the volume of 
objections and consultation responses requiring further information, and also 
call in by Planning Committee, necessitating being placed on next available 
schedule for Committee which is generally 4-5 weeks later. 
 
Monitoring of this indicator will continue as having a quicker turnaround than 
the statutory target of an average of 15 weeks, enables residents to 
programme their projects more quickly.  In addition the benefit should be felt 
within the processing of the non-householder applications, which are often 
reliant on bank loans and employment of construction staff on bigger projects 
and should assist in continuity of workforce employment and certainty for the 
investor. 

 
 The development of a protocol with building control is ongoing.  This was 

delayed owing to lack of resources.  However, a staff member is now in post, 
Building Control have the necessary equipment to deal with drawings, and 
access to Te-Build (Building Control software) is in place for the Planning 
officer to review applications.  An in-house database is to be developed to 
record monitoring information for reporting purposes. 
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Improvement 
Objective 10 We will invest in our staff to improve the customer experience. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Train 75% of the total workforce in positive behaviours, based on the Council’s 
agreed Behaviour Charter, leading to improved customer service. 

Indicators: 
 Standard/ 

Target Actual RA
G 

% staff who have received customer service training 75% 86.51%  

Outcomes: 
 
 

The provision of the customer service training allows employees to better 
understand the impact their role and behaviour has on the organisation, and 
demonstrates the organisation’s commitment to both its employees and its 
customers. 
 

 Of the staff who attended training 98.7% of attendees said the training met 
their expectations and 88% said they learned a lot about their own 
communication skills. 

 Following a subsequent “back in the workplace” evaluation, 100% of 
respondents (44% of trainees) indicated the training was useful to their work. 

 42% of managers reported a positive change in employee behaviour following 
the training. 
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Improvement 
Objective 11 We will develop measure to maximise staff attendance. 

What are we 
going to do 
2017/18? 

 Develop an action plan to reduce the average days lost per employee. 

Indicators: 
 

Standard/ 
Target 
2017/18 

Actual 
2017/18 

Actual 
2016/17 RAG 

Average number of days lost per 
employee 12 16.30 14.62  

Outcomes: 
 
 

During the 2017/18 year there was an increase in overall absenteeism compared 
with the previous year.  Council acknowledges that their workforce is their most 
valuable asset and it is important that we continue to rigorously manage absence 
to ensure that staff welfare is protected and that the delivery of frontline services 
is not adversely affected.  During the 2017/18 year Council initiated the following 
actions: 

 A review of occupational health took place to ascertain if there were any better 
providers available for the Council to use.  This revealed that we are using the 
best provider available to us. 

 A review of the overall absence figure took place analysing short and long 
term absence.  Analysis of the figures showed that the area of absenteeism 
which was highest was long term absence and the percentage of short term 
absence was relatively low.   

 HR and OD are represented on the Employee Health and Well-Being Group 
which provides employees with the opportunity to participate in activities under 
the themes of ‘Change a Habit’, ‘Be Active’, ‘Connect and Take Notice’ and 
‘Keep Learning and Give’.  Initiatives that took place during 2017/18 and were 
available to all employees were: Stress Management Workshops/Action 
Cancer Big Bus and MOT health checks, free flu vaccines/employee step 
challenge and a number of sporting activities such as pickle ball 
championships.  The work of this group continues and it is anticipated that 
future activities will include talks on diet and nutrition, maintaining positive 
mental health and increasing levels of exercise.  

 HR are currently carrying out a cost benefit analysis with regard to the 
possibility of using the services of a dedicated absence management solution 
whereby employees report their illness/absence to qualified personnel.      

 
Absence figures decreased slightly in the last quarter of last year, as 12 
employees who were on long term absence either resigned, were ill health 
retired or dismissed as a result of ill health.  However, within the same quarter 
short-term absence increased, which was apparently linked to the ‘Australian flu’.  
 
The HR and OD service are continuing to monitor absence figures and all 
actions are being carried out in line with the Managing Absence Policy which will 
continue to be implemented by line managers.   
 
This objective has been carried forward into the 2018/19 PIP as an action under 
objective 7. 
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Northern Ireland Audit Office proposals for improvement – arising from S.75 Audit and Assessment 
Report 2017/18 
During 2017/18 the Council received its S.75 Audit and Assessment Report  from the Northern Ireland Audit Office.  There were no statutory 
recommendations made and therefore there was no need for a special inspection to be carried out.  A number of proposals were made to assist the Council 
to further develop its arrangements to propagate good practice.  The following table details the proposals and the Council’s progress on them to date. 
 

NIAO Proposal 
 

ANDBC Progress to date 

1.  General Duty to Improve 
 the Council should continue the development of its performance 

management system to achieve the best measurement of all its functions 
and services, to ensure identification of those areas which would benefit 
most from improvement;  

 
 the Council should ensure that the process through which functions are 

prioritised and selected for improvement forms the basis for objective-
setting in a ‘bottom up’ approach. This should provide a better link between 
objective and actions, help to improve transparency, and help with the 
measurement of the objective outcomes; and  

 
 the Council should ensure that performance framework documentation is 

updated in line with documented procedures and that evidence of review is 
recorded (even where no changes have occurred).  

The Council’s Service Planning template was updated in October 2017 to 
improve quality and focus during the early stages of Service Planning and 
to ensure Performance Improvement initiatives were identified.   
 
Further development of the Service Planning is underway and will in the 
2018/19 year be combined with the Budget Planning process ensuring that 
appropriate financial resources are allocated to both business as usual 
and performance initiatives. 
 
The Performance Framework documentation is currently being updated to 
reflect the process changes mentioned above. 

2. Governance arrangements 
 Senior management establish a central review role at committee level and 

ensure that all relevant Committees and the Audit Committee are provided 
with more details performance improvement documentation to carry out 
their scrutiny and monitoring functions. 

Quarterly reporting continues to be submitted to the Standing Committees 
for each Directorate.  The Audit Committee agreed at their meeting on 8 
January 2018 that a report on progress against the Performance 
Improvement Plan be brought to future Audit Committee meetings.   
 
The Terms of Reference for the Audit Committee were updated to reflect a 
recommendation of the external auditor, that the Audit Committee 
assumes the role of monitoring progress in respect of the Performance 
Improvement Plan. The following addition to the terms of reference was 
proposed and agreed: 
 
“oversee progress in respect of the Performance Improvement Plan”. 
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NIAO Proposal 
 

ANDBC Progress to date 

3. Improvement Objectives 
 link the improvement objectives more closely to the identified actions, 

keeping in mind the intended outcomes. A bottom-up approach to objective 
setting may help the Council to avoid improvement objectives that are too 
broad and open-ended. It should also narrow the gap in the council’s ability 
to clearly demonstrate the impact on the outcomes for citizens;  

 ensure that underlying projects are more focused on outcomes or that the 
collective outputs contribute to an evidence-based outcome at the objective 
level. The outcome(s) should always be clearly stated so that citizens can 
understand how they will benefit; and  

 where possible and relevant, use baseline performance data/information 
(and set standards which it hopes to achieve) against which future 
improvement can be demonstrated.  

The revised Service Planning template introduced for 2018/19 was 
designed to assist Officers to identify performance improvement initiatives 
at an early stage, to clearly link them through the Corporate and 
Community Plans and to identify the outcome of the initiative and what 
difference it would make to stakeholders.   
 
During the reporting process of the 2017/18 PIP it has been evidenced 
that the indicators/standards selected have not always been suitable and 
learning from this will improve future years plans. 
 
Where available baseline data has been introduced. 

4. Consultation 
No proposals for improvement were made 

 

5. Improvement Plan 
No proposals for improvement were made 

 

6. Arrangements to improve 
The report reflected that it was currently too early in the process to determine 
or measure improvement 

 

7. Collection, use and publication of performance information 
 in addition to the local indicators and standards relating specifically to 

improvement objectives, the Council should select a range of local 
indicators and standards to enable it to measure and monitor improvement 
across its full range of functions, as part of its general duty arrangements to 
continuously improve. This information should be included in the published 
Performance Improvement Plan and Annual Self-Assessment Report and 
provide year on year comparisons;  

 the Council should continue working with other councils and the 
Department to agree a suite of self-imposed indicators and standards. This 
will enable meaningful comparisons to be made and published in line with 
its statutory responsibility.  

 

Council have in place Individual Service Plans (16) that include some 
300+ Key Performance Indicators that are monitored in the Quarterly 
Service Plan Reports brought before their respective Committees. It is 
Council’s view that if the Corporate, Performance and Service Plans are 
aligned and integrated then the KPIs at the lowest level ensures that all 
Plans are monitored.  However, Council continues to work with the sector, 
the Association of Public Sector Excellence (APSE) and the Department 
for Communities in order to inform future self-imposed indicators and to 
explore potential bench-marking opportunities. 
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4.0  Your Opinion Matters 

Ards and North Down Borough Council is committed to improving our services and it is 
important that we listen to what the community have to say. We welcome your comments or 
suggestions at any time of the year and have recently introduced a “Your Opinion Matters” 
campaign in the Borough Magazine which is produced twice a year and is delivered to every 
household in the Borough. If you have suggestions for improvement initiatives please 
complete the tear off slip from the Borough Magazine and send it us, alternatively email 
yom@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk. 
If you have any comments, would like any further information, or to request a copy of this report, 
please contact: 
Performance Improvement Unit 
Ards and North Down Borough Council 
Town Hall 
The Castle 
BANGOR 
BT20 4BT 
 
Email: pim@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0300 013 3333 

5.0  Alternative formats 

This document can be provided in alternative formats if required in relation to language or 
disability by contacting the Performance Improvement Uni

mailto:yom@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
mailto:pim@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
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National Statistics
National Statistics status means that 
official statistics meet the highest 
standards of trustworthiness, quality and 
public value. 

All official statistics should comply with 
all aspects of the Code of Practice for 
Official Statistics. They are awarded 
National Statistics status following an 
assessment by the Authority’s regulatory 
arm. The Authority considers whether 
the statistics meet the highest standards 
of Code compliance, including the value 
they add to public decisions and debate. 

It is a producer’s responsibility to maintain 
compliance with the standards expected of 
National Statistics. If we become concerned 
about whether these statistics are still 
meeting the appropriate standards, we will 
discuss any concerns with the Authority 
promptly. National Statistics status can be 
removed at any point when the highest 
standards are not maintained, and reinstated 
when standards are restored.

Key Points for Northern Ireland
 Northern Ireland’s councils collected 263,167 tonnes of LAC municipal waste between

April and June 2017, similar to the 262,883 tonnes collected during the same three months
of 2016.  Household waste accounts for 89.2% of total LAC municipal waste.  Newry,
Mourne & Down generated the smallest quantity of household waste per person at 111kg,
whilst the largest quantity per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 147kg.

 The household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate was 50.0%
between April and June 2017, an increase on the 46.4% recorded during the same three
months of 2016. At council level, rates varied from 43.2% in Derry City & Strabane to
58.3% in Mid Ulster.

 The LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was 17.6%, an increase of 1.6 percentage
points on the April to June 2016 rate of 16.0%. The highest rate was recorded in Newry,
Mourne & Down at 45.7% and the lowest was 3.1% in Fermanagh & Omagh.

 The latest quarterly landfill rate for household waste was 32.2%, a further reduction on the
37.0% recorded during the same three months of 2016.  There were 43,136 tonnes of
BLACMW sent to landfill between April and June 2017. This was 17.7% lower than the
52,400 tonnes sent between the same three months of 2016.  It also accounted for a
smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 17.4% between April and June 2017 compared
to 19.9% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.

 
 
 

Reader Information
This document may be made available in 
alternative formats, please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. 

Purpose
This is a quarterly publication which reports 
provisional figures on the key measurements 
of local authority collected municipal waste for 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland. 

Next Updates
 Finalised data for 2016/17 are scheduled

to be published on 30 November 2017.
 Provisional figures for July to September

2017 will be available on 25 January 2018.
 The scheduled dates for all upcoming

publications are available from the
GOV.UK statistics release calendar:
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
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Introduction 
 
This report presents information on the quantities of local authority collected municipal 
waste managed in Northern Ireland between April and June 2017. It provides information 
on the quantities and rates of local authority collected waste arisings, sent for preparing for 
reuse, for dry recycling, composting, energy recovery and sent to landfill. Some of these 
measurements are key performance indicators (KPIs). These are used to assess progress 
towards achieving waste strategy targets and where appropriate this is highlighted in the 
tables and charts. 
 
The 26 councils covered by previous reports were reorganised into 11 new councils from 1 
April 2015. This is the ninth release of waste data collected on an 11 council basis. During 
this period in Northern Ireland, 8 of the 11 councils were split into two Waste Management 
Groups (WMGs) with 3 councils unaffiliated to any group. WMGs produce, develop and 
implement Waste Management Plans for their areas of responsibility and are an important 
part of the data submission process. The group with the largest share of the population is 
arc21 with 59%. The North West Regional Waste Management Group (NWRWMG) has 
16% of the population with the remaining 25% residing in councils belonging to no waste 
management group. 
 
There were six councils in arc21: Antrim & Newtownabbey; Ards & North Down; Belfast; 
Lisburn & Castlereagh; Mid & East Antrim; and Newry, Mourne & Down. NWRWMG 
contained two councils: Causeway Coast & Glens; and Derry City & Strabane. The 
remaining three councils were not members of any WMG: Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon; Fermanagh & Omagh; and Mid Ulster. 
 
Figure 1: Map of councils and waste management groups in Northern Ireland 
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Overview 
 
This report is split into five sections, each of which cover local authority collected (LAC) 
municipal and, where appropriate, household waste: 

 waste arisings (pages 6-8), 
 reuse, dry recycling and composting (pages 9-11), 
 energy recovery (pages 12-13), 
 landfill (pages 14-16), and, 
 biodegradable landfill (pages 17-18). 

 
The purpose of this overview is to show at a glance the proportions of the total LAC 
municipal waste arisings sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy 
recovery and landfill between April and June 2017. 
 
Figure 2: LAC municipal waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, 
energy recovery and landfill rates by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2017 

 
At the Northern Ireland level, 49.7% of LAC municipal waste was sent for preparing for 
reuse, dry recycling and composting between April and June 2017. Energy recovery 
accounted for 17.6% and 32.6% was landfilled. This left 0.1% unaccounted for which was 
likely to involve moisture and/or gaseous losses. Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling, composting, energy recovery and landfill have been accounted for, instead of 
being extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow system. Each of the rates is discussed in 
detail in the appropriate section of the report. 
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The figures for waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting and waste 
landfilled are an improvement on the same quarter last year when 46.2% of LAC municipal 
waste was sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting, and 37.5% was 
landfilled.  
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Waste arisings 
 
The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key 
performance indicator, KPI (j). This indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. Northern Ireland’s councils collected 263,167 tonnes of LAC municipal waste 
between April and June 2017. This was similar to the 262,883 tonnes collected during the 
same three months of 2016. 
 
Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for 86-89% of total LAC municipal waste 
each quarter. From April to June 2017, household waste accounted for 89.2%. Household 
waste includes materials collected directly from households via kerbside collections, 
material taken to bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other smaller 
sources. The remaining 10.8% was non household waste. 
 
Figure 3: Waste arisings 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 KPI (j) 

 
 
The longer term trend for April to June saw a gradual reduction in LAC municipal waste 
arisings of 16.2% across five years, from a high of 284,813 tonnes between April and June 
2007 to a low of 238,613 tonnes between the same three months of 2012.  In the five 
years since, arisings have increased by 10.3% to 263,167 tonnes in April to June 2017. 
 
Factors affecting LAC municipal waste arisings, the majority of which is household waste, 
include individual household behaviours, the advice and collection services provided by 
councils and to some extent the state of the economy which continues to show signs of 
recovery. 
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Figure 4: LAC municipal waste arisings by council 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2016 and April to June 2017, KPI (j)  

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their larger 
waste arisings distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish the differences between councils. 
All figures are available from the data tables appendix. 

 
The proportion of Northern Ireland’s total LAC municipal waste by each council broadly 
reflects the population within the councils. Belfast City Council had the greatest LAC 
municipal waste arisings between April and June 2017 with 44,913 tonnes. This was 17% 
of total NI LAC waste arisings, slightly lower than its 18% share of the total NI population.  
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council had the lowest LAC municipal waste arisings 
between April and June 2017 with 14,479 tonnes collected. This represented 6% of total 
NI arisings during the period, the same as the share of the NI population living in this 
council area. 
  
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon, Belfast, Derry City & Strabane, Fermanagh & 
Omagh and Lisburn & Castlereagh all reported increases of between 1.4% and 5.3% on 
their arisings compared to the same quarter last year. Antrim & Newtownabbey, Causeway 
Coast & Glens and Newry, Mourne and Down reported similar levels of waste arisings 
when compared to April to June 2016, whilst all other councils recorded a decrease, with 
Ards & North Down reporting the largest decrease of 10.0%. 
   
There are two key performance indicators which look at household waste arisings in more 
detail by considering household waste arisings per capita, KPI (p), and per household 
KPI (h). In Northern Ireland there were 126 kilogrammes (kg) of household waste collected 
per capita (per head of population) and 318 kg per household between April and June 
2017. This compares with the 125 kg collected per person and 317 kg per household 
during the same three months of 2016. 
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Figure 5: Household waste arisings per capita and per household by council 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2017, KPIs (p) and (h)  

 

 
 

 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down generated the smallest quantity of household waste per person of 
the 11 councils at 111kg per person between April and June 2017.  The largest quantity 
per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey (147kg per person).  In the period 
April to June 2016, Ards & North Down generated the highest quantity of household waste 
per person at 151kg, however, this figure reduced by 7.0% in April to June 2017 to 141kg. 
 
The household waste arisings per household show a similar distribution across Northern 
Ireland to household waste arisings per capita with some small differences. Belfast City 
Council generated the smallest quantity at 261kg per household, whilst the largest quantity 
per household was recorded in Mid Ulster at 386kg per household (increased from 372kg 
in April to June 2016).  This may be related to the fact that Mid Ulster has the largest 
average household size of the 11 councils. 
 
The arisings figures can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of the data tables appendix. The per 
capita and per household figures can be found in Tables 12 and Table 13 respectively. All 
figures are also available from the time series dataset.    
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017
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Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 
 
This section of the report looks at local authority collected (LAC) municipal and household 
waste recycling rates. Both are key performance indicators and now include waste sent for 
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting. Previously used key performance 
indicators KPI (a) and (e) have been modified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include 
waste sent for preparing for reuse, and relabelled as KPI (a2) and (e2). The impacts were 
small, adding 0.1-0.2 percentage points to the rates, and resulted in the break in the time 
series visible in Figure 6. The KPI (a2) indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. 
 
There were 130,716 tonnes of LAC municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling and composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this section) between 
April and June 2017. The LAC municipal waste recycling rate was 49.7%. This was an 
increase on the 46.2% of LAC municipal waste sent for recycling between April and June 
2016. 
 
The household waste recycling rate was 50.0% between April and June 2017, higher than 
the 46.4% recorded during the same three months of 2016. The proportion of household 
waste sent for preparing for reuse was 0.2%, dry recycling made up 22.1% and 
composting was 27.8%. During April to June 2016, the equivalent rate for reuse was 0.1% 
whilst the dry recycling and composting rates were 21.7% and 24.6% respectively.    
 
Figure 6: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (a), (a2), (e) and (e2) 

 
 
These figures show seasonal variation which is driven by the quantities of garden waste 
sent for composting. Greater quantities of garden waste are collected and sent for 
composting during the spring and summer quarters, April to June and July to September. 
The longer term trend in April to June of each year has been a steady increase in the 
household waste recycling and composting rate from 29.1% in April to June 2006 to a 
peak of 49.8% in April to June 2017.  Waste sent for preparing for reuse (412 tonnes this 
quarter) has been included from 2012/13 and brings the reuse, recycling and composting 
rate up to 50.0%. 
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Figure 7: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate 
by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2016 and April to June 2017, KPI (a2) 

 
The lowest recycling rate recorded was in Derry City & Strabane at 43.2%, however, this 
was an increase on the previous year’s rate of 39.6% recycled in the same quarter last 
year. The highest household waste recycling rate was recorded in Mid Ulster at 58.3%, an 
improvement of 3.0 percentage points on the figure recorded in the same quarter last year. 
 
From April 2017, it became a statutory requirement for all councils in Northern Ireland to 
provide each household with a container for food (potentially with other bio-waste) to 
enable its separate collection.  The purpose of this was to reduce the amount of this waste 
sent for disposal, if not collected separately it becomes contaminated/unrecyclable.  The 
impact of this can be seen in Figure 7 above where all councils have increased their 
household recycling rate compared to the same quarter last year.  Differences in 
composting rates across the council areas can also be affected by variations in the urban-
rural characteristics of the council areas. 
 
Mid & East Antrim, Newry, Mourne & Down and Belfast reported the largest increases on 
their recycling rates compared to last year. Mid & East Antrim increased their recycling 
rate by 7.2 percentage points to 55.7%. This increase can largely be attributed to an 
increase in household waste composting which increased by 7.6 percentage points to 
36.9%. Newry Mourne & Down increased their recycling rate by 5.5 percentage points to 
48.1%. This increase can also be attributed to an increase in household waste 
composting, which increased by 5.2 percentage points to 24.7%.  
 
Belfast increased their recycling rate by 4.7 percentage points to 46.0%.This increase can 
be attributed to increases in household waste preparing for reuse (0.6 percentage points); 
household waste dry recycling rate (1.2 percentage points) and household waste 
composting rate (3.0 percentage points). All other councils reported increases in recycling 
rates of between 1.3 and 3.6 percentage points. 
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Overall, there was considerable variation between dry recycling and composting rates. 
Derry City & Strabane recorded the highest dry recycling rate at 28.7% whilst Lisburn & 
Castlereagh recorded the lowest rate at 14.4%. The highest composting rate was in Mid 
Ulster at 37.2% with Derry City & Strabane having the lowest rate at 14.4%. Dry recycling 
rates remained relatively stable compared with April to June 2016, with the largest 
increase recorded in Causeway Coast & Glens, increasing by 1.6 percentage points to 
24.1%. The largest decrease the in dry recycling rates was recorded in Antrim & 
Newtownabbey, falling 1.2 percentage points to 19.7%. 
 
The household recycling rates for the Waste Management Groups were 49.9% for arc21 
and 44.7% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland recycling rate is 50.0%. 
 
An additional recycling rate, called the waste from households recycling rate, is now also 
calculated. It is not a key performance indicator and is not discussed in this report but can 
be found in the data tables appendix. It can be used to make comparable calculations 
between each of the four UK countries. For more information see Waste from Households 
Recycling Rate under Data Developments in the User Guidance. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 (for LAC municipal waste) and Tables 10 
and 11 (for household waste) of the data tables appendix and also in the time series 
dataset. The waste from households figures are available in Table 16 and in the time 
series dataset.  
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
 
 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
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Energy recovery 
 
This quarterly report includes figures on energy recovery, which is the term used when 
value is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. The major method 
used is incineration with energy recovery, although other technologies exist.  
 
Between April and June 2017, 46,386 tonnes of LAC municipal waste arisings was sent for 
energy recovery. This gave a LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate of 17.6%, an 
increase of 1.6 percentage points when compared to the same period in 2016/17. In each 
year, the majority was mixed residual LAC municipal waste with a smaller proportion from 
specific streams, e.g. wood. 
 
Figure 8: LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 

 
 

There was zero, or very small quantities, of LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
before 2009/10. Strong growth followed from 2010/11 to 2017/18 with the energy recovery 
rate increasing from 0.1% between April and June 2010 to 17.6% for the same three 
months of 2017. Most of the growth has been driven by mixed residual LAC municipal 
waste sent for energy recovery (from 0.1% in April to June 2010 to 13.8% in April to June 
2017). The specific stream proportion reached 1.9% in 2013/14 and increased by 2.0 
percentage points to 3.9% in April to June 2017. 
 
Mixed residual LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual 
waste collected from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites and processed into refuse 
derived fuel at material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy 
recovery is mostly wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly 
collected from civic amenity sites.  
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Figure 9: LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate by council and waste 
management group 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2016 and April to June 2017 

 
The highest LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & 
Down at 45.7%, 2.6 percentage points higher than the rate reported in the same quarter 
last year (43.1%).  The lowest rate recorded was 3.1% in Fermanagh & Omagh, similar to 
the 3.6% sent for energy recovery between April and June 2016.  
 
Most councils recorded an increased LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate in April to 
June 2017 compared to the same three months in 2016. The largest increase was 
recorded in Mid Ulster, increasing by 3.1 percentage points to 12.4%, whilst the rate fell 
0.8 percentage points in Ards and North Down to 5.4%, the largest decrease recorded. 
 
For most councils energy recovery for mixed residual waste accounted for a greater 
proportion of total energy recovery than specific streams such as wood.  Four councils, 
Antrim and Newtownabbey, Ards & North Down, Fermanagh & Omagh and Lisburn & 
Castlereagh had larger proportions of energy recovery for specific streams such as wood 
than for mixed residual waste.  Antrim and Newtownabbey had the highest energy 
recovery rate for specific streams at 6.5%. 
 
Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to landfill, although preparing 
for reuse, dry recycling and composting are preferable to both.   
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 of the data tables appendix and in the time 
series dataset. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
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https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
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Landfill 
 
The quantity of LAC municipal waste sent to landfill decreased by 13.1% from 98,597 
tonnes during April to June 2016 to 85,714 tonnes between April and June 2017. This 
gave a quarterly landfill rate of 32.6% for the most recent quarter which was lower than the 
37.5% recorded during the same quarter of 2016. The latest quarterly landfill rate for 
household waste only was 32.2%, a further reduction on the 37.0% recorded during the 
same three months of 2016. 
 
Figure 10: Waste sent to landfill 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (b) and (f) 

 
 
The landfill rate has now reached its lowest ever level for April to June. The long term 
trend has seen the April to June household waste landfill rate fall consistently from 70.9% 
in April to June 2006 to the 32.2% recorded in April to June 2017.  Note that the landfill 
rate exhibits seasonality and the April to June and July to September quarters tend to have 
lower rates than October to December and January to March. The seasonality stems from 
the higher proportion of compostable garden waste arising during spring and summer. 
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Figure 11: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2016 and April to June 2017, KPI (b)  

 
All councils have recorded a decrease in their household landfill rate in April to June 2017 
compared to same three months last year. Decreases ranged from 7.5 percentage points 
in Mid & East Antrim to 1.3 percentage points in Fermanagh & Omagh. Increased 
recycling rates due to the statutory requirement for all councils in Northern Ireland to 
provide households with a container for food to enable its separate collection contributed 
to this drop, though increasing energy recovery rates for some councils also contributed. 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down recorded the lowest landfill rate at 8.0%, one quarter of the 
Northern Ireland rate of 32.2% and an improvement of 7.1 percentage points on the April 
to June 2016 rate for the council of 15.0%.  This council reported an increase of 5.5 
percentage points in household material prepared for reuse dry recycling and composting 
which would contribute towards this drop. 
 
Mid & East Antrim decreased their landfill rate by 7.5 percentage points to report a rate of 
37.8% in April to June 2017, the largest decrease reported for this quarter. An increase in 
the recycling rate by 7.2 percentage points contributed to this drop in the landfill rate. The 
highest household landfill rate was recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh at 50.2%, a 
decrease of 1.3 percentage points on the April to June 2016 rate of 51.5%. A recycling 
rate which increased by 3.0 percentage points contributed to this decrease in the landfill 
rate. 
 
The household landfill rates for the Waste Management Groups were 34.2% for arc21 and 
30.1% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland household landfill rate is 32.2%. 
 
Material, mainly from residual waste treatment, can also be sent for energy recovery in the 
form of refuse derived fuel (RDF) which also diverts it from landfill. Landfill Tax for 
household waste continues to be the main driver for local authorities to reduce landfill. 
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Other considerations include a limit on the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal waste 
as measured by KPI (g). Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to 
landfill, although recycling and reuse are preferable to both.  
This data and more information including collection method can be found in the data tables 
appendix. Tables 3 and 4 cover LAC municipal waste and Tables 10 and 11 cover 
household waste. The data are also available from the time series dataset. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
   

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
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Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste to 
landfill 
 
Article 5(2) of the EC Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) requires member states to reduce the 
amount of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill, setting challenging targets. The 
Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 (as amended) place a statutory 
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of 
biodegradable LAC municipal waste (BLACMW) for which they have allowances. In order 
to ensure compliance with these targets, the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal 
waste sent to landfill, KPI (g), is monitored. This indicator is also used to monitor 
performance under the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
Under the Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme (NILAS) regulations councils have 
been allocated a number of allowances (each allowance represents 1 tonne of BLACMW) 
for each year until 2019/20. However in any scheme year a council may transfer 
allowances to other councils in order to ensure that each council does not exceed the 
amount it is permitted to send to landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the 
provisional quarterly figures but are included in the finalised annual figures. The finalised 
2017/18 figures are scheduled to be released in November 2018. More information on the 
NILAS regulations can be found on the DAERA website: 

- https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-
nilas 

 
There were 43,136 tonnes of BLACMW sent to landfill between April and June 2017. This 
was 17.7% lower than the 52,400 tonnes sent between the same three months of 2016.  It 
also accounted for a smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 17.4% between April and 
June 2017 compared to 19.9% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.  The 2017/18 NILAS 
allowance (248,570 tonnes) was 5.4% lower than the 2016/17 NILAS allowance 
(262,856 tonnes).  If comparing the extent to which allowances have been used against 
last year, it is important to note that there has been a reduction in the allocations.   
 
At the waste management group level, the councils in the arc21 group used 18.2% of their 
2017/18 allowance and councils in the NWRWMG used 18.9% of their 2017/18 allocation 
between April and June 2017.  
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
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Figure 12: Biodegradable LAC municipal waste allowance sent to landfill by council 
Northern Ireland, April to June 2017, KPI (g) 

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their figures 
distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish differences between councils. The figures are 
available from the data tables appendix. 
 
There is considerable variation between councils in the proportion of the 2017/18 
allocation used between April and June 2017.  Newry, Mourne & Down have used the 
lowest share of its annual allocation at 4.1% for the year-to-date. This is lower than the 
7.6% recorded for the same point last year. Fermanagh & Omagh used the greatest 
portion of their yearly allowance, 28.1%. Four councils used around 22% of their yearly 
allowance between April and June 2017, these were Belfast, Lisburn & Castlereagh, 
Causeway Coast & Glens and Ards & North Down. 
 
It is important to bear in mind that a council may transfer allowances to other councils in 
order to ensure that each council does not exceed the amount it is permitted to send to 
landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the provisional quarterly figures but will 
be included in the finalised annual figures, scheduled to be released on 30 November 
2017.   
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
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Overview of Key Performance Indicators 
 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a set of measures used to gauge performance in 
terms of meeting waste strategy targets. They were originally defined in the Environment 
and Heritage Service (now the Northern Ireland Environment Agency) municipal waste 
data monitoring and reporting: interim guidelines, published in March 2003. 
 
The annual reports provide final validated information on KPIs used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected municipal waste targets. As targets are set for 
an annual period, care should be taken when comparing quarterly figures against such 
targets. 
 
The reference table below has been included to help users quickly find a specific KPI in 
the report and/or appendix. 

 
 
Indicator 
 

Definition Location 

KPI (a) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (a2) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
preparing for reuse and recycling (including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 11 

KPI (b) Percentage of household waste arisings landfilled Report pages 14-16 
Appendix table 11 

KPI (e) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (e2) 
Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for preparing for reuse and recycling 
(including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (f) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings landfilled 

Report pages 14-16 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (g) Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste 
landfilled 

Report pages 17-18 
Appendix table 14 

KPI (h) Total household waste collected per household Report page 8 
Appendix table 13 

KPI (j) Total local authority collected municipal waste arisings Report pages 6-7 
Appendix tables 1-2 

KPI (m) Percentage capture rate for collected household 
kerbside primary waste categories 

Appendix tables 15i 
and 15ii 

KPI (p) Total household waste collected per capita Report page 8 
Appendix table 12 

Note: In this table ‘appendix’ refers to the data table appendix available with the report. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2017 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-april-june-2018
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Appendix 1: User Guidance 
 

This statistics release is part of a regular 
quarterly data series presenting 
provisional information on local authority 
collected municipal waste managed in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Description of data 
Local authority collected municipal waste 
(LACMW) data in Northern Ireland. This is 
municipal waste which is collected under 
arrangements made by a district council. 
 
Main Uses of Data 
Data contained in this release are 
published primarily to provide an indication 
of the progress towards achieving waste 
strategy targets. They allow for the 
assessment of the performance of the 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland in managing waste 
arisings, recycling, composting and landfill. 
Targets are set for an annual period and 
care should be taken when comparing 
quarterly figures against such targets. 
 
The revised NI Waste Management Strategy 
sets out targets for the management of local 
authority collected municipal waste. 
- To achieve a recycling rate of 45% 

(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2015. 

- To achieve a recycling rate of 50% 
(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2020. 

- Proposals to achieve a recycling rate of 
60% (including preparing for re-use) of 
LACMW by 2020. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-
management-strategy  
 
The draft Programme for Government 
Framework 2016-2021 contains 
‘percentage of household waste that is 
recycled or composted’ as a measure for 
indicator 36: increase household waste 
recycling. The second consultation on this 
framework opened on 28 October 2016 
and closed on 23 December 2016. 
 

The Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 came into operation on 28 
September 2015. It contains three waste 
management indicators which correspond 
to KPIs (a2), (g) and (j) in this publication. 
 
The EU Waste Framework Directive 
statutory target requires member states to 
recycle 50% of waste from households by 
2020.  
 
The data are also used to assess 
performance against the Landfill Directive 
targets. 
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/la
ndfill-directive.aspx  
 
The annual report provides final validated 
information on several key performance 
indicators (KPIs) used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected 
municipal waste targets. 
 
These data also provide policy makers 
with the necessary information to 
formulate and evaluate waste services and 
are helpful in assessing the effectiveness 
of resource allocation in providing services 
that are fully responsive to public need. 
 
Councils and waste management groups 
use these statistics to inform corporate 
analysis and reports. Indeed both councils 
and waste management groups are 
integral parts of the data provision and 
submission processes. 
 
The waste data may help to inform 
particular lifestyle choices of the public, 
specifically decisions about how to treat 
their waste. This information feeds into 
Northern Ireland specific and UK wide 
research projects & articles carried out & 
published by Waste and Resource Action 
Programme (WRAP) – see the following 
web resources for more information: 
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni  
http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/
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These projects are funded by each of the 
governments within the UK and the EU. 
The results of research by WRAP assist 
governments to devise strategies to deal 
with issues such as using resources 
sustainably, helping people to recycle 
more and to waste less both at home and 
at work, which offers economic as well as 
environmental benefits. 
 
Additionally, waste management 
information is used to inform the media, 
special interest groups such as the 
Chartered Institute of Waste Management 
(CIWM) which is the professional body 
representing waste and resource 
professionals, academics, for example 
those who would have an interest and/or 
involvement in the WRAP research 
mentioned above, and by DAERA to 
respond to parliamentary / assembly 
questions and ad hoc queries from the 
public.  
 
The Northern Ireland Neighbourhood 
Information Service (NINIS) provides 
access to waste information with the aim 
of making it available to as wide an 
audience as possible by providing 
interactive charts and mapping facilities 
that enable the statistics to be interpreted 
in a spatial context. 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveM
aps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/E
nvironment/Local%20Authority%20Collect
ed%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/
atlas.html 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
The 26 councils covered by previous 
reports were reorganised into 11 new 
councils from 1 April 2015.  
Prior to this, we consulted with users of the 
report, the proposed changes and 
summary of responses are available on 
the Statistics and Analytical Services 
Branch (SASB) website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-
ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-
waste-management-statistics 

 

At that stage the opportunity was also 
taken to update the report using feedback 
from NISRA’s peer review group.   
 

Data Developments 
Key Performance Indicators (a) and (e) 
Prior to 2015/16, NI recycling KPIs did not 
include waste sent for preparing for reuse, 
unlike the other UK devolved 
administrations. Waste sent for preparing 
for reuse has been added to the 
calculations of these KPIs and they have 
been renamed KPI (a2) and KPI (e2).  This 
change has been backdated to include 
data from 2012/13 onwards and allows 
comparisons across time to be made for 
these KPIs. 
 
The difference this makes to the quantity 
of waste recycled is small. Across the four 
quarters of 2015/16 this change added on 
an average 170 tonnes of waste sent for 
preparing for reuse to the recycling total 
per quarter. This added 0.1 percentage 
points to the KPI (a) and KPI (e) rates 
each quarter. 
 
These measures are now more consistent 
with the rest of the UK and more 
consistent with the definition of the targets 
in the Waste Management Strategy 2020 
and the Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (NI) 2015, 
which include waste sent for preparing for 
reuse. 
 
 
Waste from households recycling rate 
In Northern Ireland, the household 
recycling rate is based on ‘household 
waste’ as defined in the Waste and 
Contaminated Land (NI) Order 1997 (the 
1997 Order) and Schedule to the 
Controlled Waste and Duty of Care 
Regulations (NI) 2013. The new ‘waste 
from households’ recycling rate has been 
introduced for statistical purposes to 
provide a harmonised UK indicator with a 
comparable calculation in each of the four 
UK countries. 
 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
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This ‘waste from households’ measure has 
been added to the data tables appendix; 
see Table 16. However the focus of this 
report is still the previous ‘household 
waste’ definition because it is the measure 
most directly related to current NI policy 
targets. There are targets in the revised 
Waste Management Strategy, the 2015-16 
Programme for Government and the Local 
Government (Performance Indicators and 
Standards) Order (NI) 2015 that reference 
the prior ‘household waste’ definition. The 
‘waste from households’ measure may 
feature in the body of this report in future if 
it becomes more prominent in recycling 
targets. 
 
There is a difference between ‘household 
waste’ and ‘waste from households’. The 
latter has a generally narrower definition 
than the former. There are a number of 
sources of waste that were considered 
under ‘household waste’ that are not 
considered by ‘waste from households’, for 
example waste from street recycling bins 
and street cleaning. More information is 
available from the ‘waste from households’ 
calculation guidance on the WDF website. 
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/g
uidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuida
nceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf  
 
Analysis using 2015/16 data has shown 
that the ‘waste from households’ rate is, on 
average, 3 percentage points lower than 
the ‘household waste’ recycling rate at the 
Northern Ireland level. However, the 
difference between these rates varies 
across councils and quarters. The range 
varies with the waste from households 
being between 0.6 percentage points 
lower to 5.4 percentage points lower than 
the household waste. The time series file 
allows the difference in these rates to be 
compared over quarters and across 
councils. 
 
Data Sources 
Waste Management Data 
The information presented in this report is 
taken from WasteDataFlow (WDF), a web 
based system for local authority collected 

municipal waste reporting by UK local 
authorities to central government. The data 
are based on returns made to WDF (relating 
to approximately 40 questions on local 
authority collected municipal waste 
management) by councils, within two months 
of the end of each quarter. 
 
It is increasingly rare that residual waste 
may still be disposed of directly to landfill. 
Waste is collected by the councils directly 
from the kerbside and some civic amenity 
sites; third parties under contract to the 
council also collect from the remaining 
civic amenity sites and almost all of the 
bring banks. Some larger councils use 
intermediate bulking up stations where the 
waste is weighed both coming into and 
leaving the transfer station. In all cases the 
waste is weighed on arrival at treatment 
sites for recovery e.g. Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) and/or disposal e.g. 
landfill sites.  
 
MRFs, which sort the co-mingled waste 
into different resource streams, almost 
always have more than one input source 
and so the weighed tonnages of each 
stream coming out of the plant are 
assigned pro-rata to each source i.e. 
based on their input tonnages as a 
percentage of all input tonnages for that 
period. Weighbridge dockets are 
generated which form the basis for 
statutory Waste Transfer Notes (WTNs) as 
the waste moves further down the 
treatment chain/onto reprocessors. These 
WTNs and/or internal reports (which also 
form the basis for invoices) are then sent 
to the council on a monthly basis. These 
are summarised on a quarterly basis and 
organised into the relevant WDF 
questions/categories and finally input by 
hand into the WDF web portal. 
 
Data providers (councils in Northern 
Ireland) are supplied with technical 
guidance documents outlining the 
methodologies that should be used in the 
collection, reporting and validation of the 
data returns. These documents can be 
accessed on the WDF website. 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
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www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx
#NorthernIrelandGuidance 
 
Population Data 
Population data used to calculate KPI (p), 
household waste arisings per capita, are 
taken from the 2016 mid-year estimates, 
produced by NISRA, and were the most up 
to date available at the time of publication. 
 
Household Data 
Household data used to calculate KPI (h), 
household waste arisings per household, 
are based on the Land and Property 
Services (LPS) housing stock for Quarter 4 
and annual reports.  For quarters 1-3 
reports, housing stock plus the number of 
quarterly new dwelling completions up to 
and including the quarter to which that 
report relates.  Note these household 
figures do not include caravans.  An 
adjustment is made to account for the 
estimated number of vacant properties. A 
council-specific occupancy rate was 
calculated from 2011 Census data and is 
applied to the LPS data. The datasets can 
be accessed from the LPS website. 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/housing-stock-statistics 
 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/new-dwelling-statistics 
 
Data Quality 
The data are provisional and may change 
when all returns have undergone 
validation at the end of the year. The data 
were downloaded from WDF on 02 
October 2017. At that time, all the councils 
had made a return, giving a 100% 
response rate. 
 
Information contained in this report has 
been sourced from WasteDataFlow (WDF) 
which is the web based system for local 
authority collected municipal waste data 
reporting by UK local authorities to central 
government. The data in this report are 
based on returns made to WDF by 
councils in Northern Ireland at the end of 

the quarter. Although these quarterly data 
have been validated by the Department 
prior to release, the data should be treated 
as provisional since they will undergo 
further validation. 
 
The fully validated figures that are published 
in the annual report have undergone audit by 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 
and further validation by Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch (SASB). The 
annual validation acts as a check that all 
issues raised at the quarterly validation stage 
have been addressed. Additional validation 
checks incorporated later in the working year 
are then also applied backwards to all 
quarters in the reporting year via the annual 
validation. 
 
The fully validated figures for 2017/18 are 
scheduled to be published in November 
2018.   
 
Strengths of Data 
Data are derived from WDF with full 
coverage for all councils to support 
statutory NILAS diversion targets. As the 
data are derived from an administrative 
system, they provide a complete picture of 
council controlled waste activity in NI.  
 
Validation and audits 
Various validation checks are carried out 
by both NIEA and SASB. Validations are 
conducted for each individual question, 
with additional global validations carried 
out to ensure that total tonnage of waste 
types is equal to the sum of the 
component parts. Any discrepancies are 
queried with the data provider. Variance 
checks are employed as an integral part of 
the production process. 
 
In addition, NIEA carry out a year round 
programme of audits of WDF returns by 
individual councils. These audits are 
conducted under Regulation 10 (6)(a) of 
the NILAS Regulations. Councils are 
selected from each waste management 
group and contacted by telephone, letter 
and e-mail informing them of NIEA’s 
intention to audit. The audit involves 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
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checking and confirming relevant data 
submitted as a NILAS return to the 
Monitoring Authority via WDF. One quarter 
of each council’s municipal waste returns 
are selected, generally being the most 
recent submission. The areas being 
inspected relate to: 
i. landfilling of municipal waste, 
ii. collection, recycling, reuse and recovery 

of municipal waste, 
iii. the standard of reporting/evidence for 

end destinations of recycled materials. 
 
Councils are asked to provide original 
documentation to support reported figures 
in the WDF system for the quarter in 
question. Any anomalies or discrepancies 
are subsequently queried with the relevant 
council. As WDF data can usually only be 
amended at council level, it is then 
necessary to ‘reject’ or release the data 
back to the waste management group and 
subsequently back to the council so that it 
might be corrected as appropriate. 
 
Limitations of Data 
Waste Management Data 
Despite the intensive validation carried out 
on the data prior to publication, any 
administrative system involving manual 
data compilation will always be open to a 
degree of clerical error. 
 
Provisional Status 
In addition, data are not finalised until the 
production of the annual report. For these 
reasons, very small increases or 
decreases in figures (<0.5% or <0.5 
percentage points) are not highlighted in 
the commentary and should be interpreted 
with care. Due to the significant impact of 
in-year revisions at low geographical 
levels, the provisional Council level figures 
should only be viewed as indicative and 
any comparisons made with care and with 
due regard to seasonal factors. 
Departmental policy is to publish revised 
figures with subsequent statistical releases 
unless it is decided that the magnitude of 
the change merits earlier notification. 
Provisional results for each quarter are 
published within four months of the end of 

that quarter. Each quarter will not be 
revised in subsequent quarterly 
publications to minimise revisions and 
confusion for the user. Instead, a final set 
of results will be published in the annual 
dataset in November and this will include 
revised quarterly figures. 
 
Unclassified waste 
Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after 
municipal waste sent to landfill, sent for 
recycling (including composting), sent for 
energy recovery and preparing for reuse 
have been accounted for, instead of being 
extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow 
system. The majority of the total 
unclassified tonnage can be attributed to 
moisture and/or gaseous losses. Small 
negative tonnages can arise in the 
unclassified column if more waste is sent 
for treatment in the quarter than was 
actually collected as is more likely at 
councils operating transfer stations. 
Transfer stations move waste quickly but if 
a particular transfer occurs the day after 
arriving, which also happens to be the start 
of the next quarter, then a small 
inconsistency can arise. 
 
Types of waste 
There are many different forms of waste, 
including municipal solid waste, 
commercial and industrial waste, 
construction, demolition and excavation 
waste, hazardous waste, agricultural 
waste, and waste water and sludges. 
 
The latest report on construction, 
demolition and excavation waste arisings 
is for 2009/10: 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-
demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-
use-and-disposal-northern-ireland  
 
Following on from the UK’s agreement to 
revise its interpretation of ‘municipal waste’ 
to include much more commercial and 
industrial waste than previously; it should 
be noted that this report, as with all 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
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previous ones, reflects local authority 
collected municipal waste only. 
 
Material Recovery Facilities 
MRFs usually have more than one input 
source and the pro-rata assignment to 
each source based on their input tonnages 
can lead to a small over or under 
estimation of the actual tonnage being 
recovered from each individual source. 
 
Capture Rates 
Capture rates are no longer included in the 
body of the report but are still available in 
the data tables appendix. The calculations 
for capture rates are based on a 
Compositional Study undertaken in 2007-
08 and may not accurately reflect the 
current situation. However, it is the best 
available estimation of the proportions of 
the primary waste categories contained 
within kerbside residual waste. Levels of 
uncertainty around the results of the 
Compositional Study are discussed in the 
full report. 
 
The accuracy of these estimates is 
expected to decrease over time as 
household recycling habits continue to 
change. 
 
Waste Crime 
Waste crime is the unauthorised 
management of waste, including illegal 
dumping. It can be difficult to quantify the 
impact of such activity upon these official 
figures as it is not always possible to 
determine the source, date and tonnage of 
illegally deposited waste. Where possible 
the extent and any implications of such 
activity will be communicated to users. 
 
Rounding and Summing 
It should be noted that in some instances 
totals may not add up due to rounding. If 
tonnages work out to be less than 0.5 
tonnes, they will be rounded to zero.  
 
On occasion percentages work out to be 
less than 0.1% or more than 99.9%. Users 
should be aware that in such cases, the 

percentage is rounded to zero or 100% 
respectively. 
 
Whilst tonnages may be summed over 
councils and/or Waste Management 
Groups to give totals for higher level 
geographies, such totals may suffer from 
rounding errors when compared with any 
given totals. 
 
However where fractions or proportions, 
such as recycling rates, waste arisings per 
capita etc are stated for councils or waste 
management groups, these indicators 
cannot be simply added or averaged to 
produce a rate for a higher level 
geography. Such information is often 
available in the data tables appendix, or 
otherwise may be available upon request. 
 
Notation and Terminology 
Please see the glossary (appendix 2) for 
clarification of key terms. 
 
Guidance on using data 
The data contained in the publication are 
presented on a quarterly basis. Many of 
the figures show seasonal variation, 
particularly composting, to a lesser extent 
recycling, and consequently overall waste 
arisings. It is therefore advisable that data 
for the current quarter be compared with 
both the previous quarter (to gauge the 
most recent direction of activity) and, more 
importantly, the same quarter in the 
previous year (to consider seasonal 
impact).  
 
Care needs to be taken in interpreting the 
long-term trends of an annual dataset with 
that of a quarterly release of provisional 
data. The revisions that can happen to 
quarterly data and the balancing of 
tonnages across quarters could mean that 
different trends are observed in the 
provisional year to date and the finalised 
annual figures. The provisional quarterly 
figures are the best available at the time of 
publication, however they are subject to 
change following further validation 
activities such as audits. 
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If finalised figures are required by the user 
then the latest annual local authority 
collected municipal waste management 
report should be used, bearing in mind 
these figures may not necessarily reflect 
the situation this year. The latest annual 
report (2015/16) is available via the 
DAERA website:  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-
local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-
management-statistics-2015  
 
Waste Management information 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom and 
Europe 
While it is our intention to direct users to 
waste management information elsewhere 
in the UK and Europe, users should be 
aware that local authority collected 
municipal waste statistics in other 
administrations are not always measured 
in a comparable manner to those in 
Northern Ireland. Details of waste 
management data published elsewhere in 
the UK and Europe can be found at the 
following links. 
 
England 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections
/waste-and-recycling-statistics 
 
Scotland 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste
/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/ 
 
Wales 
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-
research/local-authority-municipal-waste-
management/?lang=en 
 
Ireland 
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/ 
 
European Union Member States 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_stati
stics 
 
The basis of the data collection across the 
UK using WDF is broadly consistent, 
however there are some minor definitional 

differences such as NI recycling KPIs do 
include material used as ‘backfill’ (using 
suitable waste material to refill an 
excavation instead of non-waste material) 
which is not directly comparable with the 
revised Waste Framework Directive 
recycling measurements. 
 
The meetings of the WasteDataFlow 
Operational Group ensure a conscious 
effort to share waste management 
developments on a UK-wide basis with 
Northern Ireland representation on this 
group.  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-
northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012 
 
A National Statistics Publication 
National Statistics are produced to a high 
professional standard. They undergo 
regular quality assurance reviews to 
ensure that they meet customer needs. 
They are produced free from any political 
interference.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority has designated 
these statistics as National Statistics, in 
accordance with the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007 and 
signifying compliance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics.  
Designation can be broadly interpreted to 
mean that the statistics:  

-  meet identified user needs;  
- are well explained and readily 

accessible;  
- are produced according to sound 

methods; and  
- are managed impartially and objectively 

in the public interest.  
 
Once statistics have been designated as 
National Statistics it is a statutory 
requirement that the Code of Practice shall 
continue to be observed.  
 
The Department demonstrates its 
commitment to the Code of Practice by 
publishing a series of supporting 
statements related to its use of 
administrative data, publication strategy, 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2015
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2015
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2015
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2015
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
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confidentiality arrangements, revisions 
policy, customer service and complaints 
procedure. For details see the statistics 
charter on the DAERA statistics website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-
charter  
 
For further information 
For more information relating to this 
publication, including additional analysis, 
breakdowns of the data or alternative 
formats please contact Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch. 
 

As we want to engage with users of our 
statistics, we invite you to feedback your 
comments on this publication at any time 
of the year. Contact details are available 
on the front cover of this report and in the 
data tables appendix. 
 
Copyright 
This publication is Crown copyright. It may 
be reproduced free of charge in any format 
or medium. Any material used  
must be acknowledged and the title of the 
publication specified. 
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
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Appendix 2: Glossary 
 
 
Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Biodegradable waste 
Any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic 
decomposition, such as food and garden waste, and paper 
and paperboard. 

Bring site An unmanned site with a container or a collection of 
containers for depositing recyclable waste. 

Capture rate for 
household kerbside 
collected waste 

The amount of ‘available’ material that is actually being 
collected for recycling through household kerbside collection 
schemes. 

Civic amenity site A manned site for depositing waste. 

Composting 

An aerobic, biological process in which organic wastes, such 
as garden and kitchen waste, are converted into a stable 
granular material which can be applied to land to improve soil 
structure and enrich the nutrient content of the soil. 

Composting rate 
The percentage of waste sent for composting. It excludes 
waste collected for composting that was rejected at collection 
or at the gate of the reprocessor. 

Dry recycling The recycling of dry materials such as paper, card, cans, 
plastic bottles, mixed plastic, glass. 

Dry recycling rate 

The percentage of waste sent for recycling. It excludes waste 
collected for recycling that was rejected at collection, during 
sorting or at the gate of the recycling reprocessor. It includes 
residual waste which was diverted for recycling but excludes 
waste sent for preparation for reuse. 

Energy recovery rate The percentage of waste sent for energy recovery. It includes 
mixed residual and specific sources components. 

Household waste 

Includes materials (except soil, rubble and plasterboard) 
collected directly from households (e.g. kerbside collections) 
or indirectly (e.g. bring sites, civic amenity sites, collected by 
private and voluntary organisations not included elsewhere or 
street sweepings). 

Kerbside A regular collection of waste from premises. 
Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 

A set of measures used to gauge performance in terms of 
meeting waste strategy targets. 

LAC Local Authority Collected, as in LAC municipal waste. 

Landfill sites 

Any areas of land in which waste is deposited. Landfill sites 
are often located in disused mines or quarries. In areas 
where they are limited or no ready-made voids exist, the 
practice of landraising is sometimes carried out, where waste 
is deposited above ground and the landscape is contoured. 

Local authority collected 
municipal waste 

Waste which is collected under arrangements made by a 
district council.   

Mixed dry recyclables Waste streams intended for recycling found together with 
each other but separately from other waste.   
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Mixed residual waste sent 
for energy recovery 

Combustible residual waste collected from the kerbside and 
civic amenity sites and processed into refuse derived fuel at 
material recovery facilities. 

NILAS Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 

Non household waste 

Asbestos, beach cleansing, civic amenity sites waste, fly-
tipped materials, gully emptyings, commercial and industrial, 
construction and demolition, grounds waste, highways waste, 
other collected waste and other. 

Other household waste Healthcare waste, bulky waste, street cleaning and other 
household. 

Recycling 

Any recovery operation by which waste materials are 
reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether 
for the original or other purposes. It does not include energy 
recovery and the reprocessing into materials that are used as 
fuels. 

Refuse Derived Fuel 
(RDF) 

Consists largely of organic components of municipal waste 
(such as plastics and biodegradable waste). This can then be 
used in a variety of ways to generate electricity, most 
commonly as an additional fuel used with coal in power 
stations or in cement kilns. 

Regular residual 
household waste Household regular kerbside collection. 

Residual waste Waste that is not sent for preparing for reuse, sent for 
recycling or composting. 

Specific streams e.g. 
wood 

Used in the context of LAC municipal waste sent for energy 
recovery. It is mostly wood but also contains furniture, carpets 
and mattresses, mostly collected from civic amenity sites. 

Waste arisings The amount of waste collected in a given locality over a 
period of time. 

Waste collected for 
disposal to landfill 

Collected for disposal is residual waste that has not been 
sorted to separate out recyclable material from other waste 
before being presented to the Council for collection at various 
locations. 

Waste from households 

Not the same as ‘household waste’. This is a narrower 
definition and includes material (except soil, rubble and 
plasterboard) collected only from households (e.g. kerbside 
collection, bring sites, civic amenity sites or community skips 
managed by councils). 
 
 

Waste sent to landfill 

The amount of waste sent to landfill. Excludes residual waste 
which was diverted for energy recovery, recycling or 
composting. Includes household waste collected for energy 
recovery, recycling or composting which was diverted to 
landfill. 
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Waste Transfer Note 
(WTN) 

A note which must be created for any transfer of controlled 
waste. The exception to this is householders, who are not 
required to produce transfer notes. 

WasteDataFlow 
The web based system for local authority collected municipal 
waste data reporting by UK local authorities to government 
(www.wastedataflow.org). 

 
Recycled material types 
 

  

Compostable (excluding 
wood) 

Green waste only, green garden waste only, mixed garden 
and food waste, waste food only, other compostable waste 
(excluding wood). 

Construction, Demolition 
and Excavation Plasterboard, rubble and soil. 

Electrical Goods 
Large and small domestic appliances, TVs and monitors, 
fluorescent tubes and other light bulbs, fridges and freezers, 
auto batteries and post consumer batteries. 

Glass Brown, clear, green and mixed glass. 

Metal 
Aluminium, mixed and steel cans, aluminium foil, bicycles, 
aerosols, gas bottles, fire extinguishers and other scrap 
metal. 

Paper and Card Books, card, mixed paper and card, paper, yellow pages and 
cardboard beverage packaging. 

Plastics PET(1), HDPE(2), PVC(3), LDPE(4), PP(5), PS(6), other 
plastics(7), mixed plastic bottles, and plastics. 

Textiles Textiles and footwear, footwear only, textiles only and 
carpets. 

Unclassified Derived category including all other recycled material 
collected not included in the main categories. 

WEEE (Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment) 

As electrical goods above but excluding auto batteries and 
post consumer batteries.  

Wood Wood, chipboard and MDF, composite wood materials and 
wood for composting. 

  

http://www.wastedataflow.org/
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Appendix 3: List of Acronyms 
 
This is a list of commonly used acronyms in this report. 
 
arc21     Regional waste management group in Northern Ireland 
BLACMW  Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
CIWM     Chartered Institution of Wastes Management 
DAERA    Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
EC       European Commission 
EU       European Union 
KPI      Key Performance Indicator 
LAC      Local Authority Collected 
LACMW   Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
LPS      Land and Property Services 
MDR     Mixed Dry Recyclables  
MRF     Materials Recovery Facility 
NI       Northern Ireland 
NIEA     Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
NILAS    Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 
NISRA    Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
NWRWMG  North West Regional Waste Management Group 
RDF      Refuse Derived Fuel 
SASB     Statistics and Analytical Services Branch, DAERA 
UK       United Kingdom 
WDF     WasteDataFlow 
WEEE    Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
WRAP    Waste and Resource Action Programme 
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National Statistics 
National Statistics status means that 
official statistics meet the highest 
standards of trustworthiness, quality and 
public value. 
 
All official statistics should comply with 
all aspects of the Code of Practice for 
Official Statistics. They are awarded 
National Statistics status following an 
assessment by the Authority’s regulatory 
arm. The Authority considers whether 
the statistics meet the highest standards 
of Code compliance, including the value 
they add to public decisions and debate. 
 
It is a producer’s responsibility to maintain 
compliance with the standards expected of 
National Statistics. If we become concerned 
about whether these statistics are still 
meeting the appropriate standards, we will 
discuss any concerns with the Authority 
promptly. National Statistics status can be 
removed at any point when the highest 
standards are not maintained, and reinstated 
when standards are restored. 

 

Key Points for Northern Ireland 
 

 Northern Ireland’s councils collected 260,353 tonnes of LAC municipal waste between July 
and September 2017, 2.7% lower than the 267,578 tonnes collected during the same three 
months of 2016.  Household waste accounts for 89.8% of total LAC municipal waste.  
Fermanagh & Omagh and Belfast had the smallest quantities of household waste per 
person at 109kg, whilst the largest quantity per person was recorded in Antrim & 
Newtownabbey at 149kg.   
  

 The household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate was 51.5% 
between July and September 2017, an increase on the 48.4% recorded during the same 
three months of 2016. At council level, rates varied from 45.2% in Causeway Coast & 
Glens to 57.5% in Mid & East Antrim.   

 

 The LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was 18.4%, similar to the 17.9% reported 
for July to September 2016. The highest rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & Down at 
50.2% and the lowest was 5.1% in Lisburn & Castlereagh. 

 
 The latest quarterly landfill rate for household waste was 29.5%, a further reduction on the 

33.4% recorded during the same three months of 2016.  There were 38,574 tonnes of 
BLACMW sent to landfill between July and September 2017. This was 16.6% lower than 
the 46,261 tonnes sent between the same three months of 2016.  It also accounted for a 
smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 15.5% between July and September 2017 
compared to 17.6% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.   
 

 

 

 
 
 

Reader Information 
This document may be made available in 
alternative formats, please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. 
 
Purpose 
This is a quarterly publication which reports 
provisional figures on the key measurements 
of local authority collected municipal waste for 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Next Updates 
 Provisional figures for October to 

December 2017 will be available on 26 
April 2018. 

 Finalised data for 2017/18 are scheduled 
to be published in 29 November 2018. 

 The scheduled dates for all upcoming 
publications are available from the 
GOV.UK statistics release calendar: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
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Introduction 
 
This report presents information on the quantities of local authority collected municipal 
waste managed in Northern Ireland between July and September 2017. It provides 
information on the quantities and rates of local authority collected waste arisings, sent for 
preparing for reuse, for dry recycling, composting, energy recovery and sent to landfill. 
Some of these measurements are key performance indicators (KPIs). These are used to 
assess progress towards achieving waste strategy targets and where appropriate this is 
highlighted in the tables and charts. 
 
The 26 councils covered by previous reports were reorganised into 11 new councils from 1 
April 2015. This is the tenth release of waste data collected on an 11 council basis. During 
this period in Northern Ireland, 8 of the 11 councils were split into two Waste Management 
Groups (WMGs) with 3 councils unaffiliated to any group. WMGs produce, develop and 
implement Waste Management Plans for their areas of responsibility and are an important 
part of the data submission process. The group with the largest share of the population is 
arc21 with 59%. The North West Regional Waste Management Group (NWRWMG) has 
16% of the population with the remaining 25% residing in councils belonging to no waste 
management group. 
 
There were six councils in arc21: Antrim & Newtownabbey; Ards & North Down; Belfast; 
Lisburn & Castlereagh; Mid & East Antrim; and Newry, Mourne & Down. NWRWMG 
contained two councils: Causeway Coast & Glens; and Derry City & Strabane. The 
remaining three councils were not members of any WMG: Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon; Fermanagh & Omagh; and Mid Ulster. 
 
Figure 1: Map of councils and waste management groups in Northern Ireland 
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Overview 
 
This report is split into five sections, each of which cover local authority collected (LAC) 
municipal and, where appropriate, household waste: 

 waste arisings (pages 6-8), 
 reuse, dry recycling and composting (pages 9-11), 
 energy recovery (pages 12-13), 
 landfill (pages 14-16), and, 
 biodegradable landfill (pages 17-18). 

 
The purpose of this overview is to show at a glance the proportions of the total LAC 
municipal waste arisings sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy 
recovery and landfill between July and September 2017. 
 
Figure 2: LAC municipal waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, 
energy recovery and landfill rates by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2017 

 
At the Northern Ireland level, 51.3% of LAC municipal waste was sent for preparing for 
reuse, dry recycling and composting between July and September 2017. Energy recovery 
accounted for 18.4% and 30.2% was landfilled. This left 0.2% unaccounted for which was 
likely to involve moisture and/or gaseous losses. Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling, composting, energy recovery and landfill have been accounted for, instead of 
being extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow system. Each of the rates is discussed in 
detail in the appropriate section of the report. 
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The figures for waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting and waste 
landfilled are an improvement on the same quarter last year when 47.9% of LAC municipal 
waste was sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting, and 34.1% was 
landfilled.  
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Waste arisings 
 
The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key 
performance indicator, KPI (j). This indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. Northern Ireland’s councils collected 260,353 tonnes of LAC municipal waste 
between July and September 2017. This was a 2.7% decrease from the 267,578 tonnes 
collected during the same three months of 2016. 
 
Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for 86-90% of total LAC municipal waste 
each quarter. From July to September 2017, household waste accounted for 89.8%. 
Household waste includes materials collected directly from households via kerbside 
collections, material taken to bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other 
smaller sources. The remaining 10.2% was non household waste. 
 
Figure 3: Waste arisings 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 KPI (j) 

 
 
The longer term trend for July to September saw a gradual reduction in LAC municipal 
waste arisings of 12.3% across five years, from a high of 282,309 tonnes between July 
and September 2007 to a low of 247,487 tonnes between the same three months of 2012.  
A year-on-year increase was then reported until this quarter when arisings decreased by 
2.7% to 260,353 tonnes compared to July to September 2016. 
 
Factors affecting LAC municipal waste arisings, the majority of which is household waste, 
include individual household behaviours, the advice and collection services provided by 
councils and to some extent the state of the economy. 
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Figure 4: LAC municipal waste arisings by council 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2016 and July to September 2017, KPI (j)  

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their larger 
waste arisings distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish the differences between councils. 
All figures are available from the data tables appendix. 

 
The proportion of Northern Ireland’s total LAC municipal waste by each council broadly 
reflects the population within the councils. Belfast City Council had the greatest LAC 
municipal waste arisings between July and September 2017 with 43,190 tonnes. This was 
17% of total NI LAC waste arisings, slightly lower than its 18% share of the total NI 
population.  
 
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council had the lowest LAC municipal waste arisings 
between July and September 2017 with 13,771 tonnes collected. This represented 5% of 
total NI arisings during the period, again, slightly lower than its 6% share of the total NI 
population. 
  
Derry City & Strabane and Fermanagh & Omagh reported increases of 6.5% and 1.6% 
respectively on their LAC municipal waste arisings compared to the same quarter last 
year. Mid Ulster reported similar arisings to last year, however all other councils saw their 
waste arisings decrease. The largest decreases were reported by Mid and East Antrim 
(7.0%), Ards & North Down (6.6%), Causeway Coast & Glens (5.3%) and Belfast (4.0%). 
Antrim & Newtownabbey, Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon, Lisburn & Castlereagh 
and Newry, Mourne & Down reported decreases between 3.0% and 1.8%. 
   
There are two key performance indicators which look at household waste arisings in more 
detail by considering household waste arisings per capita, KPI (p), and per household 
KPI (h). In Northern Ireland there were 126 kilogrammes (kg) of household waste collected 
per capita (per head of population) and 316 kg per household between July and 
September 2017. This compares with the 128 kg collected per person and 324 kg per 
household during the same three months of 2016. 
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Figure 5: Household waste arisings per capita and per household by council 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2017, KPIs (p) and (h)  

 

 
 

 
 
Fermanagh & Omagh and Belfast had the smallest quantity of household waste per 
person of the 11 councils at 109kg per person between July and September 2017.  The 
largest quantity per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey (149kg per person). 
The largest decreases in household waste arisings per person compared to last year were 
recorded in Mid & East Antrim, Ards & North Down and Causeway Coast & Glens, ranging 
from 6.7% to 4.1%. Arisings per person increased by 4.8% to 122kg in Derry City & 
Strabane. 
 
The household waste arisings per household show a similar distribution across Northern 
Ireland to household waste arisings per capita with some small differences. Belfast City 
Council generated the smallest quantity at 252kg per household, whilst the largest quantity 
per household was recorded in Mid Ulster at 410kg per household (increased from 406kg 
in July to September 2016).  This may be related to the fact that Mid Ulster has the largest 
average household size of the 11 councils. 
 
The arisings figures can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of the data tables appendix. The per 
capita and per household figures can be found in Tables 12 and Table 13 respectively. All 
figures are also available from the time series dataset.    
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
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Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 
 
This section of the report looks at local authority collected (LAC) municipal and household 
waste recycling rates. Both are key performance indicators and now include waste sent for 
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting. Previously used key performance 
indicators KPI (a) and (e) have been modified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include 
waste sent for preparing for reuse, and relabelled as KPI (a2) and (e2). The impacts were 
small, adding 0.1-0.2 percentage points to the rates, and resulted in the break in the time 
series visible in Figure 6. The KPI (a2) indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. 
 
There were 133,446 tonnes of LAC municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling and composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this section) between 
July and September 2017. The LAC municipal waste recycling rate was 51.3%. This was 
an increase on the 47.9% of LAC municipal waste sent for recycling between July and 
September 2016. 
 
The household waste recycling rate was 51.5% between July and September 2017, higher 
than the 48.4% recorded during the same three months of 2016. The proportion of 
household waste sent for preparing for reuse was 0.1%, dry recycling made up 22.6% and 
composting was 28.8%. During July to September 2016, the equivalent rate for reuse was 
0.2% whilst the dry recycling and composting rates were 21.2% and 27.1% respectively.    
 
Figure 6: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (a), (a2), (e) and (e2) 

 
 
These figures show seasonal variation which is driven by the quantities of garden waste 
sent for composting. Greater quantities of garden waste are collected and sent for 
composting during the spring and summer quarters, April to June and July to September. 
The longer term trend in July to September of each year has been a steady increase in the 
household waste dry recycling and composting rate from 29.8% in July to September 2006 
to a peak of 51.4% in July to September 2017.  Waste sent for preparing for reuse (351 
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tonnes this quarter) has been included since 2012/13 and brings the reuse, recycling and 
composting rate up to 51.5%. 
 
Figure 7: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate 
by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2016 and July to September 2017, KPI (a2) 

 
The lowest household waste recycling rate recorded was in Causeway Coast & Glens at 
45.2%, a fall of 3.2 percentage points on the previous year’s rate of 48.3%. The highest 
household waste recycling rate was recorded in Mid & East Antrim at 57.5%, an 
improvement of 8.4 percentage points on the figure recorded in the same quarter last year. 
 
From April 2017, it became a statutory requirement for all councils in Northern Ireland to 
provide each household with a container for food (potentially with other bio-waste) to 
enable its separate collection.  The purpose of this was to reduce the amount of this waste 
sent for disposal, if not collected separately it becomes contaminated/unrecyclable.  The 
impact of this can be seen in Figure 7 above where all but one council increased their 
household recycling rate compared to the same quarter last year.  Differences in 
composting rates across the council areas can also be affected by variations in the urban-
rural characteristics of the council areas. 
 
Mid & East Antrim and Belfast reported the largest increases on their recycling rates 
compared to last year. As stated above, Mid & East Antrim increased their recycling rate 
by 8.4 percentage points, an increase which can largely be attributed to an increase in 
household waste composting which increased by 6.6 percentage points to 38.6%. Belfast 
increased their recycling rate by 7.2 percentage points to 48.4%. This can be attributed to 
an increase in the household waste composting rate, up 4.2 percentage points to 22.0%, 
as well as a 2.9 percentage point increase in the dry recycling rate. 
  
Antrim & Newtownabbey increased their recycling rate by 4.2 percentage points to 
56.8%.This increase can be attributed to an increase in the household waste dry recycling 
rate, up 3.5 percentage points to 21.2%. All other councils reported increases in recycling 
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rates of between 1.3 and 3.4 percentage points with the exception of Causeway Coast & 
Glens where the recycling rate fell by 3.2 percentage points to 45.2%. Decreases in the 
composting and dry recycling rates of 1.7 and 1.4 percentage points respectively 
contributed to this fall. 
 
Overall, there was considerable variation between dry recycling and composting rates. 
Derry City & Strabane recorded the highest dry recycling rate at 29.4% whilst Lisburn & 
Castlereagh recorded the lowest rate at 15.5%. The highest composting rate was in Mid & 
East Antrim at 38.6% with Derry City & Strabane having the lowest rate at 16.0%. Dry 
recycling rates remained relatively stable for most councils compared with July to 
September 2016, with the largest increase recorded in Antrim and Newtownabbey, 
increasing by 3.5 percentage points to 21.2%. The largest decrease in the dry recycling 
rates was recorded in Causeway Coast & Glens, falling 1.4 percentage points to 23.3%. 
 
The household recycling rates for the Waste Management Groups were 51.9% for arc21 
and 45.3% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland recycling rate is 51.5%. 
 
An additional recycling rate, called the waste from households recycling rate, is now also 
calculated. It is not a key performance indicator and is not discussed in this report but can 
be found in the data tables appendix. It can be used to make comparable calculations 
between each of the four UK countries. For more information see Waste from Households 
Recycling Rate under Data Developments in the User Guidance. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 (for LAC municipal waste) and Tables 10 
and 11 (for household waste) of the data tables appendix and also in the time series 
dataset. The waste from households figures are available in Table 16 and in the time 
series dataset.  
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017 
 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
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Energy recovery 
 
This quarterly report includes figures on energy recovery, which is the term used when 
value is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. The major method 
used is incineration with energy recovery, although other technologies exist.  
 
Between July and September 2017, 47,867 tonnes of LAC municipal waste arisings was 
sent for energy recovery. This gave a LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate of 18.4%, 
similar to the 17.9% rate reported for the same period in 2016/17. In each year, the 
majority was mixed residual LAC municipal waste with a smaller proportion from specific 
streams, e.g. wood. 
 
Figure 8: LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 

 
 

There was zero, or very small quantities, of LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
before 2009/10. Strong growth followed from 2010/11 to 2017/18 with the energy recovery 
rate increasing from 0.1% between July and September 2009 to 18.4% for the same three 
months of 2017. Most of the growth has been driven by mixed residual LAC municipal 
waste sent for energy recovery (from 0.1% in July to September 2009 to 14.5% in July to 
September 2017). The specific stream proportion reached 1.3% in 2012 and increased by 
2.5 percentage points to 3.8% in July to September 2017. 
 
Mixed residual LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual 
waste collected from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites and processed into refuse 
derived fuel at material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy 
recovery is mostly wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly 
collected from civic amenity sites.  

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18

specific streams eg. wood

mixed residual

LAC municipal energy recovery rate



 

13 

Figure 9: LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate by council and waste 
management group 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2016 and July to September 2017 

  
The highest LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & 
Down at 50.2%. The lowest rate recorded was 5.1% in Lisburn & Castlereagh, though this 
was 1.1 percentage points higher than the 4.0% sent for energy recovery between July 
and September 2016. 
 
Three other councils recorded an increased LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate in 
July to September 2017 compared to the same three months in 2016. The largest increase 
was recorded in Mid Ulster, increasing by 5.1 percentage points to 17.1%. Fermanagh & 
Omagh reported a 2.5 percentage point increase to give an energy recovery rate of 5.3%, 
whilst the rate for Causeway Coast & Glens increased by 0.6 percentage points to 17.0%. 
 
Antrim & Newtownabbey, Derry City & Strabane and Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 
reported decreased LAC municipal waste energy recovery rates in July to September 2017 
compared to the same three months in 2016, their rates falling by between 1.5 and 1.0 
percentage points. The remaining councils recorded similar rates to last year. 
 
For most councils, energy recovery for mixed residual waste accounted for a greater 
proportion of total energy recovery than specific streams such as wood.  Four councils, 
Antrim & Newtownabbey, Ards & North Down, Fermanagh & Omagh and Lisburn & 
Castlereagh had larger proportions of energy recovery for specific streams such as wood 
than for mixed residual waste, whilst the proportions in Mid & East Antrim were similar. 
Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to landfill, although preparing 
for reuse, dry recycling and composting are preferable to both.   
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 of the data tables appendix and in the time 
series dataset. https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-
collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
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Landfill 
 
The quantity of LAC municipal waste sent to landfill decreased by 13.9% from 91,261 
tonnes during July to September 2016 to 78,570 tonnes between July and September 
2017. This gave a quarterly landfill rate of 30.2% for the most recent quarter which was 
lower than the 34.1% recorded during the same quarter of 2016. The latest quarterly 
landfill rate for household waste only was 29.5%, a further reduction on the 33.4% 
recorded during the same three months of 2016. 
 
Figure 10: Waste sent to landfill 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (b) and (f) 

 
 
The landfill rate has now reached its lowest ever level for July to September. The long 
term trend has seen the July to September household waste landfill rate fall consistently 
from 70.3% in July to September 2006 to the 29.5% recorded in July to September 2017.  
Note that the landfill rate exhibits seasonality and the April to June and July to September 
quarters tend to have lower rates than October to December and January to March. The 
seasonality stems from the higher level of compostable garden waste arising during spring 
and summer. 
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Figure 11: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2016 and July to September 2017, KPI (b)  

 
The household landfill rate for Causeway Coast and Glens increased by 2.6 percentage 
points to 37.1% in July to September 2017 compared to same three months last year. 
Whilst the rate for Derry City & Strabane remained similar to that in July to September 
2016, all other councils recorded a decrease in their household landfill rate in July to 
September 2017 compared to same three months last year. Decreases ranged from 8.3 
percentage points in Mid & East Antrim to 1.3 percentage points in Armagh City, 
Banbridge & Craigavon. 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down recorded the lowest landfill rate at 4.9%, one sixth of the Northern 
Ireland rate of 29.5% and an improvement of 3.1 percentage points on the July to 
September 2016 rate for the council of 8.0%. This council reported an increase of 3.1 
percentage points in household material prepared for reuse dry recycling and composting 
which would contribute towards this drop. 
 
Increased recycling rates due to the statutory requirement for all councils in Northern 
Ireland to provide households with a container for food to enable its separate collection 
contributed to the drop in landfill rates, though increasing energy recovery rates for some 
councils also contributed. 
 
Mid & East Antrim decreased their landfill rate by 8.3 percentage points to report a rate of 
34.1% in July to September 2017, the largest decrease reported for this quarter. An 
increase in the recycling rate by 8.4 percentage points contributed to this drop in the 
landfill rate. The highest household landfill rate was recorded in Lisburn & Castlereagh at 
45.0%, a decrease of 4.8 percentage points on the July to September 2016 rate of 49.7%. 
Increased recycling and energy recovery rates by 3.4 and 1.1 percentage points 
respectively contributed to this decrease in the landfill rate. 
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The household landfill rates for the Waste Management Groups were 31.0% for arc21 and 
30.3% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland household landfill rate is 29.5%. 
Material, mainly from residual waste treatment, can also be sent for energy recovery in the 
form of refuse derived fuel (RDF) which also diverts it from landfill. Landfill Tax for 
household waste continues to be the main driver for local authorities to reduce landfill. 
Other considerations include a limit on the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal waste 
as measured by KPI (g). Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to 
landfill, although recycling and reuse are preferable to both.  
 
This data and more information including collection method can be found in the data tables 
appendix. Tables 3 and 4 cover LAC municipal waste and Tables 10 and 11 cover 
household waste. The data are also available from the time series dataset. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017   

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
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Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste to 
landfill 
 
Article 5(2) of the EC Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) requires member states to reduce the 
amount of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill, setting challenging targets. The 
Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 (as amended) place a statutory 
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of 
biodegradable LAC municipal waste (BLACMW) for which they have allowances. In order 
to ensure compliance with these targets, the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal 
waste sent to landfill, KPI (g), is monitored. This indicator is also used to monitor 
performance under the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
Under the Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme (NILAS) regulations councils have 
been allocated a number of allowances (each allowance represents 1 tonne of BLACMW) 
for each year until 2019/20. However in any scheme year a council may transfer 
allowances to other councils in order to ensure that each council does not exceed the 
amount it is permitted to send to landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the 
provisional quarterly figures but are included in the finalised annual figures. The finalised 
2017/18 figures are scheduled to be released in November 2018. More information on the 
NILAS regulations can be found on the DAERA website: 

- https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-
nilas 

 
There were 38,574 tonnes of BLACMW sent to landfill between July and September 2017. 
This was 16.6% lower than the 46,261 tonnes sent during the same three months of 
2016. It also accounted for a smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 15.5% between 
July and September 2017 compared to 17.6% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.  The 
2017/18 NILAS allowance (248,570 tonnes) was 5.4% lower than the 2016/17 NILAS 
allowance (262,857 tonnes).  If comparing the extent to which allowances have been used 
against last year, it is important to note that there has been a reduction in the allocations. 
 
At the waste management group level, the councils in the arc21 group used 15.7% of their 
2017/18 allowance and councils in the NWRWMG used 19.0% of their 2017/18 allocation 
between July and September 2017.  
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
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Figure 12: Biodegradable LAC municipal waste allowance sent to landfill by council 
Northern Ireland, July to September 2017, KPI (g) 

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their figures 
distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish differences between councils. The figures are 
available from the data tables appendix. 
 
There is considerable variation between councils in the proportion of the 2017/18 
allocation used between July and September 2017. Newry, Mourne & Down have used the 
lowest share of its annual allocation at 2.5% during the quarter and 6.6% for the year-to-
date. This is lower than the 4.2% and 11.9% they had used at the same point last year. 
Causeway Coast & Glens have used the highest share during July to September 2017 at 
24.0%, 2.0 percentage points more than their usage for the same quarter last year 
(22.1%), bringing their year-to-date usage to 46.4%. To date, Fermanagh & Omagh have 
used half of their annual allowance at 50.0%, 1.3 percentage points more than the 48.8% 
used at this point last year. 
 
It is important to bear in mind that a council may transfer allowances to other councils in 
order to ensure that each council does not exceed the amount it is permitted to send to 
landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the provisional quarterly figures but will 
be included in the finalised annual figures, scheduled to be released in November 2018.   
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017 
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Overview of Key Performance Indicators 
 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a set of measures used to gauge performance in 
terms of meeting waste strategy targets. They were originally defined in the Environment 
and Heritage Service (now the Northern Ireland Environment Agency) municipal waste 
data monitoring and reporting: interim guidelines, published in March 2003. 
 
The annual reports provide final validated information on KPIs used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected municipal waste targets. As targets are set for 
an annual period, care should be taken when comparing quarterly figures against such 
targets. 
 
The reference table below has been included to help users quickly find a specific KPI in 
the report and/or appendix. 

 
 
Indicator 
 

Definition Location 

KPI (a) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (a2) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
preparing for reuse and recycling (including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 11 

KPI (b) Percentage of household waste arisings landfilled Report pages 14-16 
Appendix table 11 

KPI (e) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (e2) 
Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for preparing for reuse and recycling 
(including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (f) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings landfilled 

Report pages 14-16 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (g) Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste 
landfilled 

Report pages 17-18 
Appendix table 14 

KPI (h) Total household waste collected per household Report page 8 
Appendix table 13 

KPI (j) Total local authority collected municipal waste arisings Report pages 6-7 
Appendix tables 1-2 

KPI (m) Percentage capture rate for collected household 
kerbside primary waste categories 

Appendix tables 15i 
and 15ii 

KPI (p) Total household waste collected per capita Report page 8 
Appendix table 12 

Note: In this table ‘appendix’ refers to the data table appendix available with the report. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-july-september-2017
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Appendix 1: User Guidance 
 

This statistics release is part of a regular 
quarterly data series presenting 
provisional information on local authority 
collected municipal waste managed in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Description of data 
Local authority collected municipal waste 
(LACMW) data in Northern Ireland. This is 
municipal waste which is collected under 
arrangements made by a district council. 
 
Main Uses of Data 
Data contained in this release are 
published primarily to provide an indication 
of the progress towards achieving waste 
strategy targets. They allow for the 
assessment of the performance of the 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland in managing waste 
arisings, recycling, composting and landfill. 
Targets are set for an annual period and 
care should be taken when comparing 
quarterly figures against such targets. 
 
The revised NI Waste Management Strategy 
sets out targets for the management of local 
authority collected municipal waste. 
- To achieve a recycling rate of 45% 

(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2015. 

- To achieve a recycling rate of 50% 
(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2020. 

- Proposals to achieve a recycling rate of 
60% (including preparing for re-use) of 
LACMW by 2020. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-
management-strategy  
 
The draft Programme for Government 
Framework 2016-2021 contains 
‘percentage of household waste that is 
recycled or composted’ as a measure for 
indicator 36: increase household waste 
recycling. The second consultation on this 
framework opened on 28 October 2016 
and closed on 23 December 2016. 
 

The Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 came into operation on 28 
September 2015. It contains three waste 
management indicators which correspond 
to KPIs (a2), (g) and (j) in this publication. 
 
The EU Waste Framework Directive 
statutory target requires member states to 
recycle 50% of waste from households by 
2020.  
 
The data are also used to assess 
performance against the Landfill Directive 
targets. 
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/la
ndfill-directive.aspx  
 
The annual report provides final validated 
information on several key performance 
indicators (KPIs) used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected 
municipal waste targets. 
 
These data also provide policy makers 
with the necessary information to 
formulate and evaluate waste services and 
are helpful in assessing the effectiveness 
of resource allocation in providing services 
that are fully responsive to public need. 
 
Councils and waste management groups 
use these statistics to inform corporate 
analysis and reports. Indeed both councils 
and waste management groups are 
integral parts of the data provision and 
submission processes. 
 
The waste data may help to inform 
particular lifestyle choices of the public, 
specifically decisions about how to treat 
their waste. This information feeds into 
Northern Ireland specific and UK wide 
research projects & articles carried out & 
published by Waste and Resource Action 
Programme (WRAP) – see the following 
web resources for more information: 
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni  
http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/
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These projects are funded by each of the 
governments within the UK and the EU. 
The results of research by WRAP assist 
governments to devise strategies to deal 
with issues such as using resources 
sustainably, helping people to recycle 
more and to waste less both at home and 
at work, which offers economic as well as 
environmental benefits. 
 
Additionally, waste management 
information is used to inform the media, 
special interest groups such as the 
Chartered Institute of Waste Management 
(CIWM) which is the professional body 
representing waste and resource 
professionals, academics, for example 
those who would have an interest and/or 
involvement in the WRAP research 
mentioned above, and by DAERA to 
respond to parliamentary / assembly 
questions and ad hoc queries from the 
public.  
 
The Northern Ireland Neighbourhood 
Information Service (NINIS) provides 
access to waste information with the aim 
of making it available to as wide an 
audience as possible by providing 
interactive charts and mapping facilities 
that enable the statistics to be interpreted 
in a spatial context. 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveM
aps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/E
nvironment/Local%20Authority%20Collect
ed%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/
atlas.html 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
The 26 councils covered by previous 
reports were reorganised into 11 new 
councils from 1 April 2015.  
Prior to this, we consulted with users of the 
report, the proposed changes and 
summary of responses are available on 
the Statistics and Analytical Services 
Branch (SASB) website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-
ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-
waste-management-statistics 

 

At that stage the opportunity was also 
taken to update the report using feedback 
from NISRA’s peer review group.   
 

Data Developments 
Key Performance Indicators (a) and (e) 
Prior to 2015/16, NI recycling KPIs did not 
include waste sent for preparing for reuse, 
unlike the other UK devolved 
administrations. Waste sent for preparing 
for reuse has been added to the 
calculations of these KPIs and they have 
been renamed KPI (a2) and KPI (e2).  This 
change has been backdated to include 
data from 2012/13 onwards and allows 
comparisons across time to be made for 
these KPIs. 
 
The difference this makes to the quantity 
of waste recycled is small. Across the four 
quarters of 2016/17 this change added on 
an average 341 tonnes of waste sent for 
preparing for reuse to the recycling total 
per quarter. This added 0.2 percentage 
points to KPI (a) and 0.1 percentage points 
KPI (e) rates each quarter. 
 
These measures are now more consistent 
with the rest of the UK and more 
consistent with the definition of the targets 
in the Waste Management Strategy 2020 
and the Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (NI) 2015, 
which include waste sent for preparing for 
reuse. 
 
 
Waste from households recycling rate 
In Northern Ireland, the household 
recycling rate is based on ‘household 
waste’ as defined in the Waste and 
Contaminated Land (NI) Order 1997 (the 
1997 Order) and Schedule to the 
Controlled Waste and Duty of Care 
Regulations (NI) 2013. The new ‘waste 
from households’ recycling rate has been 
introduced for statistical purposes to 
provide a harmonised UK indicator with a 
comparable calculation in each of the four 
UK countries. 
 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
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This ‘waste from households’ measure has 
been added to the data tables appendix; 
see Table 16. However the focus of this 
report is still the previous ‘household 
waste’ definition because it is the measure 
most directly related to current NI policy 
targets. There are targets in the revised 
Waste Management Strategy, the 2015-16 
Programme for Government and the Local 
Government (Performance Indicators and 
Standards) Order (NI) 2015 that reference 
the prior ‘household waste’ definition. The 
‘waste from households’ measure may 
feature in the body of this report in future if 
it becomes more prominent in recycling 
targets. 
 
There is a difference between ‘household 
waste’ and ‘waste from households’. The 
latter has a generally narrower definition 
than the former. There are a number of 
sources of waste that were considered 
under ‘household waste’ that are not 
considered by ‘waste from households’, for 
example waste from street recycling bins 
and street cleaning. More information is 
available from the ‘waste from households’ 
calculation guidance on the WDF website. 
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/g
uidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuida
nceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf  
 
Analysis using 2016/17 data has shown 
that the ‘waste from households’ rate is, on 
average, 1 percentage point lower than the 
‘household waste’ recycling rate at the 
Northern Ireland level. However, the 
difference between these rates varies 
across councils and quarters. The range 
varies with the waste from households 
being between 5.0 percentage points 
lower to 1.4 percentage points higher than 
the household waste. The time series file 
allows the difference in these rates to be 
compared over quarters and across 
councils. 
 
Data Sources 
Waste Management Data 
The information presented in this report is 
taken from WasteDataFlow (WDF), a web 
based system for local authority collected 

municipal waste reporting by UK local 
authorities to central government. The data 
are based on returns made to WDF (relating 
to approximately 40 questions on local 
authority collected municipal waste 
management) by councils, within two months 
of the end of each quarter. 
 
It is increasingly rare that residual waste 
may still be disposed of directly to landfill. 
Waste is collected by the councils directly 
from the kerbside and some civic amenity 
sites; third parties under contract to the 
council also collect from the remaining 
civic amenity sites and almost all of the 
bring banks. Some larger councils use 
intermediate bulking up stations where the 
waste is weighed both coming into and 
leaving the transfer station. In all cases the 
waste is weighed on arrival at treatment 
sites for recovery e.g. Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) and/or disposal e.g. 
landfill sites.  
 
MRFs, which sort the co-mingled waste 
into different resource streams, almost 
always have more than one input source 
and so the weighed tonnages of each 
stream coming out of the plant are 
assigned pro-rata to each source i.e. 
based on their input tonnages as a 
percentage of all input tonnages for that 
period. Weighbridge dockets are 
generated which form the basis for 
statutory Waste Transfer Notes (WTNs) as 
the waste moves further down the 
treatment chain/onto reprocessors. These 
WTNs and/or internal reports (which also 
form the basis for invoices) are then sent 
to the council on a monthly basis. These 
are summarised on a quarterly basis and 
organised into the relevant WDF 
questions/categories and finally input by 
hand into the WDF web portal. 
 
Data providers (councils in Northern 
Ireland) are supplied with technical 
guidance documents outlining the 
methodologies that should be used in the 
collection, reporting and validation of the 
data returns. These documents can be 
accessed on the WDF website. 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
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www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx
#NorthernIrelandGuidance 
 
Population Data 
Population data used to calculate KPI (p), 
household waste arisings per capita, are 
taken from the 2016 mid-year estimates, 
produced by NISRA, and were the most up 
to date available at the time of publication. 
 
Household Data 
Household data used to calculate KPI (h), 
household waste arisings per household, 
are based on the Land and Property 
Services (LPS) housing stock for Quarter 4 
and annual reports.  For quarters 1-3 
reports, housing stock plus the number of 
quarterly new dwelling completions up to 
and including the quarter to which that 
report relates.  Note these household 
figures do not include caravans.  An 
adjustment is made to account for the 
estimated number of vacant properties. A 
council-specific occupancy rate was 
calculated from 2011 Census data and is 
applied to the LPS data. The datasets can 
be accessed from the LPS website. 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/housing-stock-statistics 
 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/new-dwelling-statistics 
 
Data Quality 
The data are provisional and may change 
when all returns have undergone 
validation at the end of the year. The data 
were downloaded from WDF on 25 
January 2018. At that time, all the councils 
had made a return, giving a 100% 
response rate. 
 
Information contained in this report has 
been sourced from WasteDataFlow (WDF) 
which is the web based system for local 
authority collected municipal waste data 
reporting by UK local authorities to central 
government. The data in this report are 
based on returns made to WDF by 
councils in Northern Ireland at the end of 

the quarter. Although these quarterly data 
have been validated by the Department 
prior to release, the data should be treated 
as provisional since they will undergo 
further validation. 
 
The fully validated figures that are published 
in the annual report have undergone audit by 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 
and further validation by Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch (SASB). The 
annual validation acts as a check that all 
issues raised at the quarterly validation stage 
have been addressed. Additional validation 
checks incorporated later in the working year 
are then also applied backwards to all 
quarters in the reporting year via the annual 
validation. 
 
The fully validated figures for 2017/18 are 
scheduled to be published in November 
2018.   
 
Strengths of Data 
Data are derived from WDF with full 
coverage for all councils to support 
statutory NILAS diversion targets. As the 
data are derived from an administrative 
system, they provide a complete picture of 
council controlled waste activity in NI.  
 
Validation and audits 
Various validation checks are carried out 
by both NIEA and SASB. Validations are 
conducted for each individual question, 
with additional global validations carried 
out to ensure that total tonnage of waste 
types is equal to the sum of the 
component parts. Any discrepancies are 
queried with the data provider. Variance 
checks are employed as an integral part of 
the production process. 
 
In addition, NIEA carry out a year round 
programme of audits of WDF returns by 
individual councils. These audits are 
conducted under Regulation 10 (6)(a) of 
the NILAS Regulations. Councils are 
selected from each waste management 
group and contacted by telephone, letter 
and e-mail informing them of NIEA’s 
intention to audit. The audit involves 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
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checking and confirming relevant data 
submitted as a NILAS return to the 
Monitoring Authority via WDF. One quarter 
of each council’s municipal waste returns 
are selected, generally being the most 
recent submission. The areas being 
inspected relate to: 
i. landfilling of municipal waste, 
ii. collection, recycling, reuse and recovery 

of municipal waste, 
iii. the standard of reporting/evidence for 

end destinations of recycled materials. 
 
Councils are asked to provide original 
documentation to support reported figures 
in the WDF system for the quarter in 
question. Any anomalies or discrepancies 
are subsequently queried with the relevant 
council. As WDF data can usually only be 
amended at council level, it is then 
necessary to ‘reject’ or release the data 
back to the waste management group and 
subsequently back to the council so that it 
might be corrected as appropriate. 
 
Limitations of Data 
Waste Management Data 
Despite the intensive validation carried out 
on the data prior to publication, any 
administrative system involving manual 
data compilation will always be open to a 
degree of clerical error. 
 
Provisional Status 
In addition, data are not finalised until the 
production of the annual report. For these 
reasons, very small increases or 
decreases in figures (<0.5% or <0.5 
percentage points) are not highlighted in 
the commentary and should be interpreted 
with care. Due to the significant impact of 
in-year revisions at low geographical 
levels, the provisional Council level figures 
should only be viewed as indicative and 
any comparisons made with care and with 
due regard to seasonal factors. 
Departmental policy is to publish revised 
figures with subsequent statistical releases 
unless it is decided that the magnitude of 
the change merits earlier notification. 
Provisional results for each quarter are 
published within four months of the end of 

that quarter. Each quarter will not be 
revised in subsequent quarterly 
publications to minimise revisions and 
confusion for the user. Instead, a final set 
of results will be published in the annual 
dataset in November and this will include 
revised quarterly figures. 
 
Unclassified waste 
Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after 
municipal waste sent to landfill, sent for 
recycling (including composting), sent for 
energy recovery and preparing for reuse 
have been accounted for, instead of being 
extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow 
system. The majority of the total 
unclassified tonnage can be attributed to 
moisture and/or gaseous losses. Small 
negative tonnages can arise in the 
unclassified column if more waste is sent 
for treatment in the quarter than was 
actually collected as is more likely at 
councils operating transfer stations. 
Transfer stations move waste quickly but if 
a particular transfer occurs the day after 
arriving, which also happens to be the start 
of the next quarter, then a small 
inconsistency can arise. 
 
Types of waste 
There are many different forms of waste, 
including municipal solid waste, 
commercial and industrial waste, 
construction, demolition and excavation 
waste, hazardous waste, agricultural 
waste, and waste water and sludges. 
 
The latest report on construction, 
demolition and excavation waste arisings 
is for 2009/10: 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-
demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-
use-and-disposal-northern-ireland  
 
Following on from the UK’s agreement to 
revise its interpretation of ‘municipal waste’ 
to include much more commercial and 
industrial waste than previously; it should 
be noted that this report, as with all 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
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previous ones, reflects local authority 
collected municipal waste only. 
 
Material Recovery Facilities 
MRFs usually have more than one input 
source and the pro-rata assignment to 
each source based on their input tonnages 
can lead to a small over or under 
estimation of the actual tonnage being 
recovered from each individual source. 
 
Capture Rates 
Capture rates are no longer included in the 
body of the report but are still available in 
the data tables appendix. The calculations 
for capture rates are based on a 
Compositional Study undertaken in 2007-
08 and may not accurately reflect the 
current situation. However, it is the best 
available estimation of the proportions of 
the primary waste categories contained 
within kerbside residual waste. Levels of 
uncertainty around the results of the 
Compositional Study are discussed in the 
full report. 
 
The accuracy of these estimates is 
expected to decrease over time as 
household recycling habits continue to 
change. 
 
Waste Crime 
Waste crime is the unauthorised 
management of waste, including illegal 
dumping. It can be difficult to quantify the 
impact of such activity upon these official 
figures as it is not always possible to 
determine the source, date and tonnage of 
illegally deposited waste. Where possible 
the extent and any implications of such 
activity will be communicated to users. 
 
Rounding and Summing 
It should be noted that in some instances 
totals may not add up due to rounding. If 
tonnages work out to be less than 0.5 
tonnes, they will be rounded to zero.  
 
On occasion percentages work out to be 
less than 0.1% or more than 99.9%. Users 
should be aware that in such cases, the 

percentage is rounded to zero or 100% 
respectively. 
 
Whilst tonnages may be summed over 
councils and/or Waste Management 
Groups to give totals for higher level 
geographies, such totals may suffer from 
rounding errors when compared with any 
given totals. 
 
However where fractions or proportions, 
such as recycling rates, waste arisings per 
capita etc are stated for councils or waste 
management groups, these indicators 
cannot be simply added or averaged to 
produce a rate for a higher level 
geography. Such information is often 
available in the data tables appendix, or 
otherwise may be available upon request. 
 
Notation and Terminology 
Please see the glossary (appendix 2) for 
clarification of key terms. 
 
Guidance on using data 
The data contained in the publication are 
presented on a quarterly basis. Many of 
the figures show seasonal variation, 
particularly composting, to a lesser extent 
recycling, and consequently overall waste 
arisings. It is therefore advisable that data 
for the current quarter be compared with 
both the previous quarter (to gauge the 
most recent direction of activity) and, more 
importantly, the same quarter in the 
previous year (to consider seasonal 
impact).  
 
Care needs to be taken in interpreting the 
long-term trends of an annual dataset with 
that of a quarterly release of provisional 
data. The revisions that can happen to 
quarterly data and the balancing of 
tonnages across quarters could mean that 
different trends are observed in the 
provisional year to date and the finalised 
annual figures. The provisional quarterly 
figures are the best available at the time of 
publication, however they are subject to 
change following further validation 
activities such as audits. 
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If finalised figures are required by the user 
then the latest annual local authority 
collected municipal waste management 
report should be used, bearing in mind 
these figures may not necessarily reflect 
the situation this year. The latest annual 
report (2016/17) is available via the 
DAERA website:  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-
local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-
management-statistics-2016  
 
Waste Management information 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom and 
Europe 
While it is our intention to direct users to 
waste management information elsewhere 
in the UK and Europe, users should be 
aware that local authority collected 
municipal waste statistics in other 
administrations are not always measured 
in a comparable manner to those in 
Northern Ireland. Details of waste 
management data published elsewhere in 
the UK and Europe can be found at the 
following links. 
 
England 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections
/waste-and-recycling-statistics 
 
Scotland 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste
/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/ 
 
Wales 
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-
research/local-authority-municipal-waste-
management/?lang=en 
 
Ireland 
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/ 
 
European Union Member States 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_stati
stics 
 
The basis of the data collection across the 
UK using WDF is broadly consistent, 
however there are some minor definitional 

differences such as NI recycling KPIs do 
include material used as ‘backfill’ (using 
suitable waste material to refill an 
excavation instead of non-waste material) 
which is not directly comparable with the 
revised Waste Framework Directive 
recycling measurements. 
 
The meetings of the WasteDataFlow 
Operational Group ensure a conscious 
effort to share waste management 
developments on a UK-wide basis with 
Northern Ireland representation on this 
group.  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-
northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012 
 
A National Statistics Publication 
National Statistics are produced to a high 
professional standard. They undergo 
regular quality assurance reviews to 
ensure that they meet customer needs. 
They are produced free from any political 
interference.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority has designated 
these statistics as National Statistics, in 
accordance with the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007 and 
signifying compliance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics.  
Designation can be broadly interpreted to 
mean that the statistics:  

-  meet identified user needs;  
- are well explained and readily 

accessible;  
- are produced according to sound 

methods; and  
- are managed impartially and objectively 

in the public interest.  
 
Once statistics have been designated as 
National Statistics it is a statutory 
requirement that the Code of Practice shall 
continue to be observed.  
 
The Department demonstrates its 
commitment to the Code of Practice by 
publishing a series of supporting 
statements related to its use of 
administrative data, publication strategy, 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
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confidentiality arrangements, revisions 
policy, customer service and complaints 
procedure. For details see the statistics 
charter on the DAERA statistics website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-
charter  
 
For further information 
For more information relating to this 
publication, including additional analysis, 
breakdowns of the data or alternative 
formats please contact Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch. 
 

As we want to engage with users of our 
statistics, we invite you to feedback your 
comments on this publication at any time 
of the year. Contact details are available 
on the front cover of this report and in the 
data tables appendix. 
 
Copyright 
This publication is Crown copyright. It may 
be reproduced free of charge in any format 
or medium. Any material used  
must be acknowledged and the title of the 
publication specified. 
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter


 

28 

Appendix 2: Glossary 
 
 
Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Biodegradable waste 
Any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic 
decomposition, such as food and garden waste, and paper 
and paperboard. 

Bring site An unmanned site with a container or a collection of 
containers for depositing recyclable waste. 

Capture rate for 
household kerbside 
collected waste 

The amount of ‘available’ material that is actually being 
collected for recycling through household kerbside collection 
schemes. 

Civic amenity site A manned site for depositing waste. 

Composting 

An aerobic, biological process in which organic wastes, such 
as garden and kitchen waste, are converted into a stable 
granular material which can be applied to land to improve soil 
structure and enrich the nutrient content of the soil. 

Composting rate 
The percentage of waste sent for composting. It excludes 
waste collected for composting that was rejected at collection 
or at the gate of the reprocessor. 

Dry recycling The recycling of dry materials such as paper, card, cans, 
plastic bottles, mixed plastic, glass. 

Dry recycling rate 

The percentage of waste sent for recycling. It excludes waste 
collected for recycling that was rejected at collection, during 
sorting or at the gate of the recycling reprocessor. It includes 
residual waste which was diverted for recycling but excludes 
waste sent for preparation for reuse. 

Energy recovery rate The percentage of waste sent for energy recovery. It includes 
mixed residual and specific sources components. 

Household waste 

Includes materials (except soil, rubble and plasterboard) 
collected directly from households (e.g. kerbside collections) 
or indirectly (e.g. bring sites, civic amenity sites, collected by 
private and voluntary organisations not included elsewhere or 
street sweepings). 

Kerbside A regular collection of waste from premises. 
Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 

A set of measures used to gauge performance in terms of 
meeting waste strategy targets. 

LAC Local Authority Collected, as in LAC municipal waste. 

Landfill sites 

Any areas of land in which waste is deposited. Landfill sites 
are often located in disused mines or quarries. In areas 
where they are limited or no ready-made voids exist, the 
practice of landraising is sometimes carried out, where waste 
is deposited above ground and the landscape is contoured. 

Local authority collected 
municipal waste 

Waste which is collected under arrangements made by a 
district council.   

Mixed dry recyclables Waste streams intended for recycling found together with 
each other but separately from other waste.   
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Mixed residual waste sent 
for energy recovery 

Combustible residual waste collected from the kerbside and 
civic amenity sites and processed into refuse derived fuel at 
material recovery facilities. 

NILAS Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 

Non household waste 

Asbestos, beach cleansing, civic amenity sites waste, fly-
tipped materials, gully emptyings, commercial and industrial, 
construction and demolition, grounds waste, highways waste, 
other collected waste and other. 

Other household waste Healthcare waste, bulky waste, street cleaning and other 
household. 

Recycling 

Any recovery operation by which waste materials are 
reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether 
for the original or other purposes. It does not include energy 
recovery and the reprocessing into materials that are used as 
fuels. 

Refuse Derived Fuel 
(RDF) 

Consists largely of organic components of municipal waste 
(such as plastics and biodegradable waste). This can then be 
used in a variety of ways to generate electricity, most 
commonly as an additional fuel used with coal in power 
stations or in cement kilns. 

Regular residual 
household waste Household regular kerbside collection. 

Residual waste Waste that is not sent for preparing for reuse, sent for 
recycling or composting. 

Specific streams e.g. 
wood 

Used in the context of LAC municipal waste sent for energy 
recovery. It is mostly wood but also contains furniture, carpets 
and mattresses, mostly collected from civic amenity sites. 

Waste arisings The amount of waste collected in a given locality over a 
period of time. 

Waste collected for 
disposal to landfill 

Collected for disposal is residual waste that has not been 
sorted to separate out recyclable material from other waste 
before being presented to the Council for collection at various 
locations. 

Waste from households 

Not the same as ‘household waste’. This is a narrower 
definition and includes material (except soil, rubble and 
plasterboard) collected only from households (e.g. kerbside 
collection, bring sites, civic amenity sites or community skips 
managed by councils). 
 
 

Waste sent to landfill 

The amount of waste sent to landfill. Excludes residual waste 
which was diverted for energy recovery, recycling or 
composting. Includes household waste collected for energy 
recovery, recycling or composting which was diverted to 
landfill. 
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Waste Transfer Note 
(WTN) 

A note which must be created for any transfer of controlled 
waste. The exception to this is householders, who are not 
required to produce transfer notes. 

WasteDataFlow 
The web based system for local authority collected municipal 
waste data reporting by UK local authorities to government 
(www.wastedataflow.org). 

 
Recycled material types 
 

  

Compostable (excluding 
wood) 

Green waste only, green garden waste only, mixed garden 
and food waste, waste food only, other compostable waste 
(excluding wood). 

Construction, Demolition 
and Excavation Plasterboard, rubble and soil. 

Electrical Goods 
Large and small domestic appliances, TVs and monitors, 
fluorescent tubes and other light bulbs, fridges and freezers, 
auto batteries and post consumer batteries. 

Glass Brown, clear, green and mixed glass. 

Metal 
Aluminium, mixed and steel cans, aluminium foil, bicycles, 
aerosols, gas bottles, fire extinguishers and other scrap 
metal. 

Paper and Card Books, card, mixed paper and card, paper, yellow pages and 
cardboard beverage packaging. 

Plastics PET(1), HDPE(2), PVC(3), LDPE(4), PP(5), PS(6), other 
plastics(7), mixed plastic bottles, and plastics. 

Textiles Textiles and footwear, footwear only, textiles only and 
carpets. 

Unclassified Derived category including all other recycled material 
collected not included in the main categories. 

WEEE (Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment) 

As electrical goods above but excluding auto batteries and 
post consumer batteries.  

Wood Wood, chipboard and MDF, composite wood materials and 
wood for composting. 

  

http://www.wastedataflow.org/
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Appendix 3: List of Acronyms 
 
This is a list of commonly used acronyms in this report. 
 
arc21     Regional waste management group in Northern Ireland 
BLACMW  Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
CIWM     Chartered Institution of Wastes Management 
DAERA    Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
EC       European Commission 
EU       European Union 
KPI      Key Performance Indicator 
LAC      Local Authority Collected 
LACMW   Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
LPS      Land and Property Services 
MDR     Mixed Dry Recyclables  
MRF     Materials Recovery Facility 
NI       Northern Ireland 
NIEA     Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
NILAS    Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 
NISRA    Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
NWRWMG  North West Regional Waste Management Group 
RDF      Refuse Derived Fuel 
SASB     Statistics and Analytical Services Branch, DAERA 
UK       United Kingdom 
WDF     WasteDataFlow 
WEEE    Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
WRAP    Waste and Resource Action Programme 
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National Statistics 
National Statistics status means that 
official statistics meet the highest 
standards of trustworthiness, quality and 
public value. 
 
All official statistics should comply with 
all aspects of the Code of Practice for 
Official Statistics. They are awarded 
National Statistics status following an 
assessment by the Authority’s regulatory 
arm. The Authority considers whether 
the statistics meet the highest standards 
of Code compliance, including the value 
they add to public decisions and debate. 
 
It is a producer’s responsibility to maintain 
compliance with the standards expected of 
National Statistics. If we become concerned 
about whether these statistics are still 
meeting the appropriate standards, we will 
discuss any concerns with the Authority 
promptly. National Statistics status can be 
removed at any point when the highest 
standards are not maintained, and reinstated 
when standards are restored. 

 

Key Points for Northern Ireland 
 

 Northern Ireland’s councils collected 232,004 tonnes of LAC municipal waste between 
October and December 2017, 1.7% higher than the 228,145 tonnes collected during the 
same three months of 2016. Household waste accounts for 89.3% of total LAC municipal 
waste. Newry, Mourne & Down had the smallest quantity of household waste per person at 
99kg, whilst the largest quantity per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 
131kg.   
  

 The household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate was 47.1% 
between October and December 2017, an increase on the 42.1% recorded during the 
same three months of 2016. At council level, rates varied from 40.1% in Causeway Coast 
& Glens to 54.6% in Mid Ulster.   

 

 The LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was 18.4%, lower than the 19.8% reported 
for October to December 2016. The highest rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & Down 
at 50.0% and the lowest was 4.1% in Fermanagh & Omagh. 

 
 The latest quarterly landfill rate for household waste was 32.3%, a further reduction on the 

38.1% recorded during the same three months of 2016. There were 43,126 tonnes of 
BLACMW sent to landfill between October and December 2017. This was 15.6% lower 
than the 51,097 tonnes sent between the same three months of 2016. It also accounted for 
a smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 17.3% between October and December 
2017 compared to 19.4% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.   
 

 

 

 
 
 

Reader Information 
This document may be made available in 
alternative formats, please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. 
 
Purpose 
This is a quarterly publication which reports 
provisional figures on the key measurements 
of local authority collected municipal waste for 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Next Updates 
 Provisional figures for January to March 

2018 will be available on 26 July 2018. 
 Finalised data for 2017/18 are scheduled 

to be published on 29 November 2018. 
 The scheduled dates for all upcoming 

publications are available from the 
GOV.UK statistics release calendar: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
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Introduction 
 
This report presents information on the quantities of local authority collected municipal 
waste managed in Northern Ireland between October and December 2017. It provides 
information on the quantities and rates of local authority collected waste arisings, sent for 
preparing for reuse, for dry recycling, composting, energy recovery and sent to landfill. 
Some of these measurements are key performance indicators (KPIs). These are used to 
assess progress towards achieving waste strategy targets and where appropriate this is 
highlighted in the tables and charts. 
 
The 26 councils covered by previous reports were reorganised into 11 new councils from 1 
April 2015. This is the eleventh release of waste data collected on an 11 council basis. 
During this period in Northern Ireland, 8 of the 11 councils were split into two Waste 
Management Groups (WMGs) with 3 councils unaffiliated to any group. WMGs produce, 
develop and implement Waste Management Plans for their areas of responsibility and are 
an important part of the data submission process. The group with the largest share of the 
population is arc21 with 59%. The North West Regional Waste Management Group 
(NWRWMG) has 16% of the population with the remaining 25% residing in councils 
belonging to no waste management group. 
 
There were six councils in arc21: Antrim & Newtownabbey; Ards & North Down; Belfast; 
Lisburn & Castlereagh; Mid & East Antrim; and Newry, Mourne & Down. NWRWMG 
contained two councils: Causeway Coast & Glens; and Derry City & Strabane. The 
remaining three councils were not members of any WMG: Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon; Fermanagh & Omagh; and Mid Ulster. 
 
Figure 1: Map of councils and waste management groups in Northern Ireland 
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Overview 
 
This report is split into five sections, each of which cover local authority collected (LAC) 
municipal and, where appropriate, household waste: 

 waste arisings (pages 6-8), 
 reuse, dry recycling and composting (pages 9-11), 
 energy recovery (pages 12-14), 
 landfill (pages 15-17), and, 
 biodegradable landfill (pages 18-19). 

 
The purpose of this overview is to show at a glance the proportions of the total LAC 
municipal waste arisings sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy 
recovery and landfill between October and December 2017. 
 
Figure 2: LAC municipal waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, 
energy recovery and landfill rates by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2017 

 
At the Northern Ireland level, 46.5% of LAC municipal waste was sent for preparing for 
reuse, dry recycling and composting between October and December 2017. Energy 
recovery accounted for 18.4% and 33.1% was landfilled. This left 2.1% unaccounted for 
which was likely to involve moisture and/or gaseous losses, much of which is as a result of 
a new drying process involving mixed municipal waste and operated by a contractor used 
to varying degrees by several councils. Unclassified waste is calculated as a residual 
amount of municipal waste after municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling, composting, energy recovery and landfill have been accounted for, instead of 
being extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow system. Each of the rates is discussed in 
detail in the appropriate section of the report. 
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The figures for waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting and waste 
landfilled are an improvement on the same quarter last year when 41.2% of LAC municipal 
waste was sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting, and 38.6% was 
landfilled.  
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Waste arisings 
 
The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key 
performance indicator, KPI (j). This indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. Northern Ireland’s councils collected 232,004 tonnes of LAC municipal waste 
between October and December 2017. This was a 1.7% increase on the 228,145 tonnes 
collected during the same three months of 2016. 
 
Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for 86-90% of total LAC municipal waste 
each quarter. From October to December 2017, household waste accounted for 89.3%. 
Household waste includes materials collected directly from households via kerbside 
collections, material taken to bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other 
smaller sources. The remaining 10.7% was non household waste. 
 
Figure 3: Waste arisings 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 KPI (j) 

 
 
The longer term trend for October to December saw a gradual reduction in LAC municipal 
waste arisings of 14.6% across six years, from a high of 253,956 tonnes between October 
and December 2006 to a low of 216,987 tonnes between the same three months of 2012.  
In the five years since, arisings have increased by 6.9% to 232,004 tonnes in October to 
December 2017. 
 
Factors affecting LAC municipal waste arisings, the majority of which is household waste, 
include individual household behaviours, the advice and collection services provided by 
councils and to some extent the state of the economy. 
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Figure 4: LAC municipal waste arisings by council 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2016 and October to December 2017, KPI (j)  

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their larger 
waste arisings distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish the differences between councils. 
All figures are available from the data tables appendix. 

 
The proportion of Northern Ireland’s total LAC municipal waste by each council broadly 
reflects the population within the councils. Belfast City Council had the greatest LAC 
municipal waste arisings between October and December 2017 with 41,323 tonnes. This 
was 18% of total NI LAC waste arisings, the same as its share of the total NI population.  
 
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council had the lowest LAC municipal waste arisings 
between October and December 2017 with 12,526 tonnes collected. This represented 5% 
of total NI arisings during the period, slightly lower than its 6% share of the total NI 
population. 
 
Fermanagh & Omagh reported a decrease of 5.7% on their LAC municipal waste arisings 
compared to the same quarter last year, whilst Mid & East Antrim, Mid Ulster and Belfast 
reported decreases between 2.0% and 1.1%. Newry, Mourne & Down reported similar 
arisings to last year, however all other councils saw their waste arisings increase. The 
largest increase was reported by Causeway Coast & Glens (9.1%).  Antrim & 
Newtownabbey, Derry City & Strabane and Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 
increased between 6.4% and 4.1% whilst Lisburn & Castlereagh and Ards & North Down 
reported smaller increases of 3.0% and 1.0% respectively. 
   
There are two key performance indicators which look at household waste arisings in more 
detail by considering household waste arisings per capita, KPI (p), and per household 
KPI (h). In Northern Ireland there were 111 kilogrammes (kg) of household waste collected 
per capita (per head of population) and 279 kg per household between October and 
December 2017. This compares with the 110 kg collected per person and 278 kg per 
household during the same three months of 2016. 
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Figure 5: Household waste arisings per capita and per household by council 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2017, KPIs (p) and (h)   

 

 
 

 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down had the smallest quantity of household waste per person of the 11 
councils at 99kg per person between October and December 2017.  The largest quantity 
per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey (131kg per person). The largest 
decrease in household waste arisings per person compared to last year was recorded in 
Fermanagh & Omagh at 6.1%, whilst the largest increases were recorded in Causeway 
Coast & Glens and Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon at 5.1% and 4.3% respectively. 
 
The household waste arisings per household show a similar distribution across Northern 
Ireland to household waste arisings per capita with some small differences. Belfast City 
Council generated the smallest quantity at 238kg per household, whilst the largest quantity 
per household was recorded in Mid Ulster at 339kg per household (decreased from 341kg 
in October to December 2016).  This may be related to the fact that Mid Ulster has the 
largest average household size of the 11 councils. 
 
The arisings figures can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of the data tables appendix. The per 
capita and per household figures can be found in Tables 13 and Table 14 respectively. All 
figures are also available from the time series dataset.    
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017


 

9 

Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 
 
This section of the report looks at local authority collected (LAC) municipal and household 
waste recycling rates. Both are key performance indicators and now include waste sent for 
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting. Previously used key performance 
indicators KPI (a) and (e) have been modified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include 
waste sent for preparing for reuse, and relabelled as KPI (a2) and (e2). The impacts were 
small, adding 0.1-0.2 percentage points to the rates, and resulted in the break in the time 
series visible in Figure 6. The KPI (a2) indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. 
 
There were 107,803 tonnes of LAC municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling and composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this section) between 
October and December 2017. The LAC municipal waste recycling rate was 46.5%. This 
was an increase of 5.2 percentage points on the 41.2% of LAC municipal waste sent for 
recycling between October and December 2016. 
 
The household waste recycling rate was 47.1% between October and December 2017, 5.0 
percentage points higher than the 42.1% recorded during the same three months of 2016. 
The proportion of household waste sent for preparing for reuse was 0.2%, dry recycling 
made up 24.0% and composting was 22.8%. During October to December 2016, the 
equivalent rate for reuse was 0.2% whilst the dry recycling and composting rates were 
23.8% and 18.1% respectively.    
 
Figure 6: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (a), (a2), (e) and (e2) 

 
 
These figures show seasonal variation which is driven by the quantities of garden waste 
sent for composting. Greater quantities of garden waste are collected and sent for 
composting during the spring and summer quarters, April to June and July to September. 
The longer term trend in October to December of each year has been a steady increase in 
the household waste dry recycling and composting rate from 26.5% in October to 
December 2006 to a peak of 46.9% in October to December 2017.  Waste sent for 
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preparing for reuse (381 tonnes this quarter) has been included since 2012/13 and brings 
the reuse, recycling and composting rate up to 47.1%. 
 
Figure 7: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate 
by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2016 and October to December 2017, KPI (a2) 

 
The lowest household waste recycling rate recorded was in Causeway Coast & Glens at 
40.1%, similar to the previous year’s rate of 40.5%. The highest household waste recycling 
rate was recorded in Mid Ulster at 54.6%, an improvement of 4.4 percentage points on the 
figure recorded in the same quarter last year. 
 
From April 2017, it became a statutory requirement for all councils in Northern Ireland to 
provide each household with a container for food (potentially with other bio-waste) to 
enable its separate collection.  The purpose of this was to reduce the amount of this waste 
sent for disposal, if not collected separately it becomes contaminated/unrecyclable.  The 
impact of this can be seen in Figure 7 above where all but one council increased their 
household recycling rate compared to the same quarter last year.  Differences in 
composting rates across the council areas can also be affected by variations in the urban-
rural characteristics of the council areas. 
 
Lisburn & Castlereagh and Newry, Mourne & Down reported the largest increases on their 
recycling rates compared to last year. Lisburn & Castlereagh increased their recycling rate 
by 8.6 percentage points, an increase which can mostly be attributed to an increase in 
household waste composting which increased by 4.9 percentage points to 26.6%, as well 
as a 3.6 percentage point increase in the dry recycling rate. Newry, Mourne & Down 
increased their recycling rate by 7.6 percentage points to 46.4%. This can be attributed to 
an increase in the household waste composting rate, up 7.9 percentage points to 21.4%. 
  
Antrim & Newtownabbey increased their recycling rate by 7.3 percentage points to 
50.9%.The majority of this increase can be attributed to an increase in the household 
waste composting rate, up 6.0 percentage points to 29.5%. All other councils reported 
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increases in recycling rates of between 6.8 and 3.3 percentage points with the exception of 
Causeway Coast & Glens where the recycling rate remained similar to that in October to 
December 2016. Whilst the household waste composting rate in Causeway Coast & Glens 
increased by 2.0 percentage points to 15.1%, the dry recycling rate fell by 2.4 percentage 
points to 24.9%. 
 
Overall, there was considerable variation between dry recycling and composting rates. 
Derry City & Strabane recorded the highest dry recycling rate at 31.6% whilst Lisburn & 
Castlereagh recorded the lowest rate at 20.1%. The highest composting rate was in Mid 
Ulster at 32.6% with Derry City & Strabane having the lowest rate at 10.7%. Dry recycling 
rates remained relatively stable for most councils compared with October to December 
2016, with the largest increase recorded in Lisburn & Castlereagh, increasing by 3.6 
percentage points to 20.1%. The largest decrease in the dry recycling rates was recorded 
in Causeway Coast & Glens, falling 2.4 percentage points to 24.9%. 
 
The household recycling rates for the Waste Management Groups were 47.2% for arc21 
and 41.3% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland recycling rate is 47.1%. 
 
An additional recycling rate, called the waste from households recycling rate, is now also 
calculated. It is not a key performance indicator and is not discussed in this report but can 
be found in the data tables appendix. It can be used to make comparable calculations 
between each of the four UK countries. For more information see Waste from Households 
Recycling Rate under Data Developments in the User Guidance. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 (for LAC municipal waste) and Tables 11 
and 12 (for household waste) of the data tables appendix and also in the time series 
dataset. The waste from households figures are available in Table 17 and in the time 
series dataset.  
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017 
 
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
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Energy recovery 
 
Energy Recovery via incineration of LACMW 
This quarterly report includes figures on energy recovery, which is the term used when 
value is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. All energy recovery 
figures reported in this section are derived from material sent for energy recovery via 
incineration, although other technologies exist. Energy recovery via anaerobic digestion is 
discussed at the end of this section. 
 
Between October and December 2017, 42,619 tonnes of LAC municipal waste arisings 
was sent for energy recovery. This gave a LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate of 
18.4%, lower than the 19.8% rate reported for the same period in 2016/17. In each year, 
the majority was mixed residual LAC municipal waste with a smaller proportion from 
specific streams, e.g. wood. 
 
Figure 8: LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 

 
 

There was zero, or very small quantities, of LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
before 2009/10. Strong growth followed from 2010/11 with the energy recovery rate 
increasing from 0.5% between October and December 2009 to 19.8% for the same three 
months of 2016. The rate then fell by 1.4 percentage points to 18.4% in October to 
December 2017. Most of the growth since 2009 has been driven by mixed residual LAC 
municipal waste sent for energy recovery (from 0.5% in October to December 2009 to 
14.5% in October to December 2017). The specific stream proportion reached 1.5% in 
2012 and increased by 2.3 percentage points to 3.8% in October to December 2017. 
 
Mixed residual LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual 
waste collected from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites and processed into refuse 
derived fuel at material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy 
recovery is mostly wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly 
collected from civic amenity sites.  
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Figure 9: LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate by council and waste 
management group 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2016 and October to December 2017 

  
The highest LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & 
Down at 50.0%. The lowest rate recorded was 4.1% in Fermanagh & Omagh, though this 
was 1.6 percentage points higher than the 2.6% sent for energy recovery between October 
and December 2016. 
 
Four other councils recorded an increased LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate in 
October to December 2017 compared to the same three months in 2016. The largest 
increase was recorded in Mid Ulster, increasing by 3.2 percentage points to 16.2%, whilst 
Lisburn & Castlereagh reported a 2.9 percentage point increase to give an energy 
recovery rate of 6.6%. Mid & East Antrim and Ards & North Down reported increased 
energy recovery rates by 0.6 percentage points to 7.4% and 5.5% respectively. 
 
Belfast and Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon reported the largest decreases to their 
LAC municipal waste energy recovery rates compared to October to December 2016, their 
rates falling by 6.0 and 5.2 percentage points respectively. Causeway Coast & Glens, 
Newry, Mourne & Down and Derry City & Strabane reported decreases between 3.2 and 
0.9 percentage points. Antrim & Newtownabbey recorded a similar rate to last year. 
 
For most councils, energy recovery for mixed residual waste accounted for a greater 
proportion of total energy recovery than specific streams such as wood. Three councils, 
Ards & North Down, Fermanagh & Omagh and Lisburn & Castlereagh had larger 
proportions of energy recovery for specific streams such as wood than for mixed residual 
waste, whilst the proportions in Antrim & Newtownabbey and Mid & East Antrim were 
similar. Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to landfill, although 
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting are preferable to both.  
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Energy Recovery via Anaerobic Digestion of LACMW  
The tonnages relating to energy recovery from material undergoing anaerobic digestion 
are still accounted for under the recycling section since the vast majority of the tonnage of 
waste undergoing this process eventually ends up as a compost (once the methane 
generated from the anaerobic digestion process has been collected). Table 9 in the data 
tables appendix shows the amount of food waste anaerobically treated to recover energy 
before ending up as a compost. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3, 4 and 9 of the data tables appendix and in the 
time series dataset. https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-
authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
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Landfill 
 
The quantity of LAC municipal waste sent to landfill decreased by 12.8% from 88,159 
tonnes during October to December 2016 to 76,846 tonnes between October and 
December 2017. This gave a quarterly landfill rate of 33.1% for the most recent quarter 
which was lower than the 38.6% recorded during the same quarter of 2016. The latest 
quarterly landfill rate for household waste only was 32.3%, a further reduction on the 
38.1% recorded during the same three months of 2016. 
 
Figure 10: Waste sent to landfill 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (b) and (f) 

 
 
The landfill rate has now reached its lowest ever level for October to December. The long 
term trend has seen the October to December household waste landfill rate fall 
consistently from 73.5% in October to December 2006 to the 32.3% recorded in October to 
December 2017.  Note that the landfill rate exhibits seasonality and the April to June and 
July to September quarters tend to have lower rates than October to December and 
January to March. The seasonality stems from the higher level of compostable garden 
waste arising during spring and summer. 
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Figure 11: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2016 and October to December 2017, KPI (b)  

 
 
All councils recorded a decrease in their household landfill rate in October to December 
2017 compared to same three months last year. Decreases ranged from 11.6 percentage 
points in Lisburn & Castlereagh to 2.7 percentage points in Causeway Coast & Glens. 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down recorded the lowest landfill rate at 4.6%, one seventh of the 
Northern Ireland rate of 32.3% and an improvement of 4.8 percentage points on the 
October to December 2016 rate for the council of 9.5%. This council reported an increase 
of 7.6 percentage points in household material prepared for reuse dry recycling and 
composting which would contribute towards this drop. 
 
Increased recycling rates due to the statutory requirement for all councils in Northern 
Ireland to provide households with a container for food to enable its separate collection 
contributed to the drop in landfill rates, though increasing energy recovery rates for some 
councils also contributed. 
 
Lisburn & Castlereagh decreased their landfill rate by 11.6 percentage points to report a 
rate of 45.6% in October to December 2017, the largest decrease reported for this quarter. 
An increase in the recycling rate by 8.6 percentage points contributed to this drop in the 
landfill rate. The highest household landfill rate was recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh at 
47.9%, a decrease of 5.3 percentage points on the October to December 2016 rate of 
53.2%. Increased recycling and energy recovery rates by 3.6 and 1.6 percentage points 
respectively contributed to this decrease in the landfill rate. 
 
The household landfill rates for the Waste Management Groups were 34.5% for arc21 and 
32.0% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland household landfill rate is 32.3%. 
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Material, mainly from residual waste treatment, can also be sent for energy recovery in the 
form of refuse derived fuel (RDF) which also diverts it from landfill. Landfill Tax for 
household waste continues to be the main driver for local authorities to reduce landfill. 
Other considerations include a limit on the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal waste 
as measured by KPI (g). Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to 
landfill, although recycling and reuse are preferable to both.  
 
This data and more information including collection method can be found in the data tables 
appendix. Tables 3 and 4 cover LAC municipal waste and Tables 11 and 12 cover 
household waste. The data are also available from the time series dataset. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017   

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
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Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste to 
landfill 
 
Article 5(2) of the EC Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) requires member states to reduce the 
amount of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill, setting challenging targets. The 
Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 (as amended) place a statutory 
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of 
biodegradable LAC municipal waste (BLACMW) for which they have allowances. In order 
to ensure compliance with these targets, the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal 
waste sent to landfill, KPI (g), is monitored. This indicator is also used to monitor 
performance under the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
Under the Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme (NILAS) regulations councils have 
been allocated a number of allowances (each allowance represents 1 tonne of BLACMW) 
for each year until 2019/20. However in any scheme year a council may transfer 
allowances to other councils in order to ensure that each council does not exceed the 
amount it is permitted to send to landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the 
provisional quarterly figures but are included in the finalised annual figures. The finalised 
2017/18 figures are scheduled to be released in November 2018. More information on the 
NILAS regulations can be found on the DAERA website: 

- https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-
nilas 

 
There were 43,126 tonnes of BLACMW sent to landfill between October and December 
2017. This was 15.6% lower than the 51,097 tonnes sent during the same three months of 
2016. It also accounted for a smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 17.3% between 
October and December 2017 compared to 19.4% in the equivalent quarter of 2016.  The 
2017/18 NILAS allowance (248,570 tonnes) was 5.4% lower than the 2016/17 NILAS 
allowance (262,857 tonnes).  If comparing the extent to which allowances have been used 
against last year, it is important to note that there has been a reduction in the allocations. 
 
At the waste management group level, the councils in the arc21 group used 18.1% of their 
2017/18 allowance and councils in the NWRWMG used 21.1% of their 2017/18 allocation 
between October and December 2017.  
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
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Figure 12: Biodegradable LAC municipal waste allowance sent to landfill by council 
Northern Ireland, October to December 2017, KPI (g) 

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their figures 
distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish differences between councils. The figures are 
available from the data tables appendix. 
 
There is considerable variation between councils in the proportion of the 2017/18 
allocation used between October and December 2017. Newry, Mourne & Down have used 
the lowest share of its annual allocation at 2.1% during the quarter and 8.8% for the year-
to-date. This is lower than the 4.6% and 16.5% they had used at the same point last year. 
Causeway Coast & Glens have used the highest share during October to December 2017 
at 26.3%, 4.2 percentage points more than their usage for the same quarter last year 
(22.1%), bringing their year-to-date usage to 72.7%. To date, Fermanagh & Omagh have 
also used 72.7% of their annual allowance, 2.6 percentage points less than the 75.2% 
used at this point last year. 
 
It is important to bear in mind that a council may transfer allowances to other councils in 
order to ensure that each council does not exceed the amount it is permitted to send to 
landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the provisional quarterly figures but will 
be included in the finalised annual figures, scheduled to be released in November 2018.   
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017 
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https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
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Overview of Key Performance Indicators 
 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a set of measures used to gauge performance in 
terms of meeting waste strategy targets. They were originally defined in the Environment 
and Heritage Service (now the Northern Ireland Environment Agency) municipal waste 
data monitoring and reporting: interim guidelines, published in March 2003. 
 
The annual reports provide final validated information on KPIs used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected municipal waste targets. As targets are set for 
an annual period, care should be taken when comparing quarterly figures against such 
targets. 
 
The reference table below has been included to help users quickly find a specific KPI in 
the report and/or appendix. 

 
 
Indicator 
 

Definition Location 

KPI (a) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (a2) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
preparing for reuse and recycling (including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 12 

KPI (b) Percentage of household waste arisings landfilled Report pages 15-17 
Appendix table 12 

KPI (e) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (e2) 
Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for preparing for reuse and recycling 
(including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (f) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings landfilled 

Report pages 15-17 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (g) Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste 
landfilled 

Report pages 18-19 
Appendix table 15 

KPI (h) Total household waste collected per household Report page 8 
Appendix table 14 

KPI (j) Total local authority collected municipal waste arisings Report pages 6-7 
Appendix tables 1-2 

KPI (m) Percentage capture rate for collected household 
kerbside primary waste categories 

Appendix tables 16i 
and 16ii 

KPI (p) Total household waste collected per capita Report page 8 
Appendix table 13 

Note: In this table ‘appendix’ refers to the data table appendix available with the report. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-october-december-2017
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Appendix 1: User Guidance 
 

This statistics release is part of a regular 
quarterly data series presenting 
provisional information on local authority 
collected municipal waste managed in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Description of data 
Local authority collected municipal waste 
(LACMW) data in Northern Ireland. This is 
municipal waste which is collected under 
arrangements made by a district council. 
 
Main Uses of Data 
Data contained in this release are 
published primarily to provide an indication 
of the progress towards achieving waste 
strategy targets. They allow for the 
assessment of the performance of the 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland in managing waste 
arisings, recycling, composting and landfill. 
Targets are set for an annual period and 
care should be taken when comparing 
quarterly figures against such targets. 
 
The revised NI Waste Management Strategy 
sets out targets for the management of local 
authority collected municipal waste. 
- To achieve a recycling rate of 45% 

(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2015. 

- To achieve a recycling rate of 50% 
(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2020. 

- Proposals to achieve a recycling rate of 
60% (including preparing for re-use) of 
LACMW by 2020. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-
management-strategy  
 
The draft Programme for Government 
Framework 2016-2021 contains 
‘percentage of household waste that is 
recycled or composted’ as a measure for 
indicator 36: increase household waste 
recycling. The second consultation on this 
framework opened on 28 October 2016 
and closed on 23 December 2016. 
 

The Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 came into operation on 28 
September 2015. It contains three waste 
management indicators which correspond 
to KPIs (a2), (g) and (j) in this publication. 
 
The EU Waste Framework Directive 
statutory target requires member states to 
recycle 50% of waste from households by 
2020.  
 
The data are also used to assess 
performance against the Landfill Directive 
targets. 
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/la
ndfill-directive.aspx  
 
The annual report provides final validated 
information on several key performance 
indicators (KPIs) used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected 
municipal waste targets. 
 
These data also provide policy makers 
with the necessary information to 
formulate and evaluate waste services and 
are helpful in assessing the effectiveness 
of resource allocation in providing services 
that are fully responsive to public need. 
 
Councils and waste management groups 
use these statistics to inform corporate 
analysis and reports. Indeed both councils 
and waste management groups are 
integral parts of the data provision and 
submission processes. 
 
The waste data may help to inform 
particular lifestyle choices of the public, 
specifically decisions about how to treat 
their waste. This information feeds into 
Northern Ireland specific and UK wide 
research projects & articles carried out & 
published by Waste and Resource Action 
Programme (WRAP) – see the following 
web resources for more information: 
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni  
http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/
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These projects are funded by each of the 
governments within the UK and the EU. 
The results of research by WRAP assist 
governments to devise strategies to deal 
with issues such as using resources 
sustainably, helping people to recycle 
more and to waste less both at home and 
at work, which offers economic as well as 
environmental benefits. 
 
Additionally, waste management 
information is used to inform the media, 
special interest groups such as the 
Chartered Institute of Waste Management 
(CIWM) which is the professional body 
representing waste and resource 
professionals, academics, for example 
those who would have an interest and/or 
involvement in the WRAP research 
mentioned above, and by DAERA to 
respond to parliamentary / assembly 
questions and ad hoc queries from the 
public.  
 
The Northern Ireland Neighbourhood 
Information Service (NINIS) provides 
access to waste information with the aim 
of making it available to as wide an 
audience as possible by providing 
interactive charts and mapping facilities 
that enable the statistics to be interpreted 
in a spatial context. 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveM
aps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/E
nvironment/Local%20Authority%20Collect
ed%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/
atlas.html 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
The 26 councils covered by previous 
reports were reorganised into 11 new 
councils from 1 April 2015.  
Prior to this, we consulted with users of the 
report, the proposed changes and 
summary of responses are available on 
the Statistics and Analytical Services 
Branch (SASB) website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-
ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-
waste-management-statistics 

 

At that stage the opportunity was also 
taken to update the report using feedback 
from NISRA’s peer review group.   
 

Data Developments 
Key Performance Indicators (a) and (e) 
Prior to 2015/16, NI recycling KPIs did not 
include waste sent for preparing for reuse, 
unlike the other UK devolved 
administrations. Waste sent for preparing 
for reuse has been added to the 
calculations of these KPIs and they have 
been renamed KPI (a2) and KPI (e2).  This 
change has been backdated to include 
data from 2012/13 onwards and allows 
comparisons across time to be made for 
these KPIs. 
 
The difference this makes to the quantity 
of waste recycled is small. Across the four 
quarters of 2016/17 this change added on 
an average 341 tonnes of waste sent for 
preparing for reuse to the recycling total 
per quarter. This added 0.2 percentage 
points to KPI (a) and 0.1 percentage points 
KPI (e) rates each quarter. 
 
These measures are now more consistent 
with the rest of the UK and more 
consistent with the definition of the targets 
in the Waste Management Strategy 2020 
and the Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (NI) 2015, 
which include waste sent for preparing for 
reuse. 
 
 
Waste from households recycling rate 
In Northern Ireland, the household 
recycling rate is based on ‘household 
waste’ as defined in the Waste and 
Contaminated Land (NI) Order 1997 (the 
1997 Order) and Schedule to the 
Controlled Waste and Duty of Care 
Regulations (NI) 2013. The new ‘waste 
from households’ recycling rate has been 
introduced for statistical purposes to 
provide a harmonised UK indicator with a 
comparable calculation in each of the four 
UK countries. 
 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
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This ‘waste from households’ measure has 
been added to the data tables appendix; 
see Table 17. However the focus of this 
report is still the previous ‘household 
waste’ definition because it is the measure 
most directly related to current NI policy 
targets. There are targets in the revised 
Waste Management Strategy, the 2015-16 
Programme for Government and the Local 
Government (Performance Indicators and 
Standards) Order (NI) 2015 that reference 
the prior ‘household waste’ definition. The 
‘waste from households’ measure may 
feature in the body of this report in future if 
it becomes more prominent in recycling 
targets. 
 
There is a difference between ‘household 
waste’ and ‘waste from households’. The 
latter has a generally narrower definition 
than the former. There are a number of 
sources of waste that were considered 
under ‘household waste’ that are not 
considered by ‘waste from households’, for 
example waste from street recycling bins 
and street cleaning. More information is 
available from the ‘waste from households’ 
calculation guidance on the WDF website. 
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/g
uidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuida
nceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf  
 
Analysis using 2016/17 data has shown 
that the ‘waste from households’ rate is, on 
average, 1 percentage point lower than the 
‘household waste’ recycling rate at the 
Northern Ireland level. However, the 
difference between these rates varies 
across councils and quarters. The range 
varies with the waste from households 
being between 5.0 percentage points 
lower to 1.4 percentage points higher than 
the household waste. The time series file 
allows the difference in these rates to be 
compared over quarters and across 
councils. 
 
Data Sources 
Waste Management Data 
The information presented in this report is 
taken from WasteDataFlow (WDF), a web 
based system for local authority collected 

municipal waste reporting by UK local 
authorities to central government. The data 
are based on returns made to WDF (relating 
to approximately 40 questions on local 
authority collected municipal waste 
management) by councils, within two months 
of the end of each quarter. 
 
It is increasingly rare that residual waste 
may still be disposed of directly to landfill. 
Waste is collected by the councils directly 
from the kerbside and some civic amenity 
sites; third parties under contract to the 
council also collect from the remaining 
civic amenity sites and almost all of the 
bring banks. Some larger councils use 
intermediate bulking up stations where the 
waste is weighed both coming into and 
leaving the transfer station. In all cases the 
waste is weighed on arrival at treatment 
sites for recovery e.g. Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) and/or disposal e.g. 
landfill sites.  
 
MRFs, which sort the co-mingled waste 
into different resource streams, almost 
always have more than one input source 
and so the weighed tonnages of each 
stream coming out of the plant are 
assigned pro-rata to each source i.e. 
based on their input tonnages as a 
percentage of all input tonnages for that 
period. Weighbridge dockets are 
generated which form the basis for 
statutory Waste Transfer Notes (WTNs) as 
the waste moves further down the 
treatment chain/onto reprocessors. These 
WTNs and/or internal reports (which also 
form the basis for invoices) are then sent 
to the council on a monthly basis. These 
are summarised on a quarterly basis and 
organised into the relevant WDF 
questions/categories and finally input by 
hand into the WDF web portal. 
 
Data providers (councils in Northern 
Ireland) are supplied with technical 
guidance documents outlining the 
methodologies that should be used in the 
collection, reporting and validation of the 
data returns. These documents can be 
accessed on the WDF website. 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
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www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx
#NorthernIrelandGuidance 
 
Population Data 
Population data used to calculate KPI (p), 
household waste arisings per capita, are 
taken from the 2016 mid-year estimates, 
produced by NISRA, and were the most up 
to date available at the time of publication. 
 
Household Data 
Household data used to calculate KPI (h), 
household waste arisings per household, 
are based on the Land and Property 
Services (LPS) housing stock for Quarter 4 
and annual reports.  For quarters 1-3 
reports, housing stock plus the number of 
quarterly new dwelling completions up to 
and including the quarter to which that 
report relates.  Note these household 
figures do not include caravans.  An 
adjustment is made to account for the 
estimated number of vacant properties. A 
council-specific occupancy rate was 
calculated from 2011 Census data and is 
applied to the LPS data. The datasets can 
be accessed from the LPS website. 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/housing-stock-statistics 
 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/new-dwelling-statistics 
 
Data Quality 
The data are provisional and may change 
when all returns have undergone 
validation at the end of the year. The data 
were downloaded from WDF on 29 March 
2018. At that time, all the councils had 
made a return, giving a 100% response 
rate. 
 
Information contained in this report has 
been sourced from WasteDataFlow (WDF) 
which is the web based system for local 
authority collected municipal waste data 
reporting by UK local authorities to central 
government. The data in this report are 
based on returns made to WDF by 
councils in Northern Ireland at the end of 

the quarter. Although these quarterly data 
have been validated by the Department 
prior to release, the data should be treated 
as provisional since they will undergo 
further validation. 
 
The fully validated figures that are published 
in the annual report have undergone audit by 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 
and further validation by Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch (SASB). The 
annual validation acts as a check that all 
issues raised at the quarterly validation stage 
have been addressed. Additional validation 
checks incorporated later in the working year 
are then also applied backwards to all 
quarters in the reporting year via the annual 
validation. 
 
The fully validated figures for 2017/18 are 
scheduled to be published in November 
2018.   
 
Strengths of Data 
Data are derived from WDF with full 
coverage for all councils to support 
statutory NILAS diversion targets. As the 
data are derived from an administrative 
system, they provide a complete picture of 
council controlled waste activity in NI.  
 
Validation and audits 
Various validation checks are carried out 
by both NIEA and SASB. Validations are 
conducted for each individual question, 
with additional global validations carried 
out to ensure that total tonnage of waste 
types is equal to the sum of the 
component parts. Any discrepancies are 
queried with the data provider. Variance 
checks are employed as an integral part of 
the production process. 
 
In addition, NIEA carry out a year round 
programme of audits of WDF returns by 
individual councils. These audits are 
conducted under Regulation 10 (6)(a) of 
the NILAS Regulations. Councils are 
selected from each waste management 
group and contacted by telephone, letter 
and e-mail informing them of NIEA’s 
intention to audit. The audit involves 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
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checking and confirming relevant data 
submitted as a NILAS return to the 
Monitoring Authority via WDF. One quarter 
of each council’s municipal waste returns 
are selected, generally being the most 
recent submission. The areas being 
inspected relate to: 
i. landfilling of municipal waste, 
ii. collection, recycling, reuse and recovery 

of municipal waste, 
iii. the standard of reporting/evidence for 

end destinations of recycled materials. 
 
Councils are asked to provide original 
documentation to support reported figures 
in the WDF system for the quarter in 
question. Any anomalies or discrepancies 
are subsequently queried with the relevant 
council. As WDF data can usually only be 
amended at council level, it is then 
necessary to ‘reject’ or release the data 
back to the waste management group and 
subsequently back to the council so that it 
might be corrected as appropriate. 
 
Limitations of Data 
Waste Management Data 
Despite the intensive validation carried out 
on the data prior to publication, any 
administrative system involving manual 
data compilation will always be open to a 
degree of clerical error. 
 
Provisional Status 
In addition, data are not finalised until the 
production of the annual report. For these 
reasons, very small increases or 
decreases in figures (<0.5% or <0.5 
percentage points) are not highlighted in 
the commentary and should be interpreted 
with care. Due to the significant impact of 
in-year revisions at low geographical 
levels, the provisional Council level figures 
should only be viewed as indicative and 
any comparisons made with care and with 
due regard to seasonal factors. 
Departmental policy is to publish revised 
figures with subsequent statistical releases 
unless it is decided that the magnitude of 
the change merits earlier notification. 
Provisional results for each quarter are 
published within four months of the end of 

that quarter. Each quarter will not be 
revised in subsequent quarterly 
publications to minimise revisions and 
confusion for the user. Instead, a final set 
of results will be published in the annual 
dataset in November and this will include 
revised quarterly figures. 
 
Unclassified waste 
Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after 
municipal waste sent to landfill, sent for 
recycling (including composting), sent for 
energy recovery and preparing for reuse 
have been accounted for, instead of being 
extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow 
system. The majority of the total 
unclassified tonnage can be attributed to 
moisture and/or gaseous losses. Small 
negative tonnages can arise in the 
unclassified column if more waste is sent 
for treatment in the quarter than was 
actually collected as is more likely at 
councils operating transfer stations. 
Transfer stations move waste quickly but if 
a particular transfer occurs the day after 
arriving, which also happens to be the start 
of the next quarter, then a small 
inconsistency can arise. 
 
Types of waste 
There are many different forms of waste, 
including municipal solid waste, 
commercial and industrial waste, 
construction, demolition and excavation 
waste, hazardous waste, agricultural 
waste, and waste water and sludges. 
 
The latest report on construction, 
demolition and excavation waste arisings 
is for 2009/10: 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-
demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-
use-and-disposal-northern-ireland  
 
Following on from the UK’s agreement to 
revise its interpretation of ‘municipal waste’ 
to include much more commercial and 
industrial waste than previously; it should 
be noted that this report, as with all 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
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previous ones, reflects local authority 
collected municipal waste only. 
 
Material Recovery Facilities 
MRFs usually have more than one input 
source and the pro-rata assignment to 
each source based on their input tonnages 
can lead to a small over or under 
estimation of the actual tonnage being 
recovered from each individual source. 
 
Capture Rates 
Capture rates are no longer included in the 
body of the report but are still available in 
the data tables appendix. The calculations 
for capture rates are based on a 
Compositional Study undertaken in 2007-
08 and may not accurately reflect the 
current situation. However, it is the best 
available estimation of the proportions of 
the primary waste categories contained 
within kerbside residual waste. Levels of 
uncertainty around the results of the 
Compositional Study are discussed in the 
full report. 
 
The accuracy of these estimates is 
expected to decrease over time as 
household recycling habits continue to 
change. 
 
Waste Crime 
Waste crime is the unauthorised 
management of waste, including illegal 
dumping. It can be difficult to quantify the 
impact of such activity upon these official 
figures as it is not always possible to 
determine the source, date and tonnage of 
illegally deposited waste. Where possible 
the extent and any implications of such 
activity will be communicated to users. 
 
Rounding and Summing 
It should be noted that in some instances 
totals may not add up due to rounding. If 
tonnages work out to be less than 0.5 
tonnes, they will be rounded to zero.  
 
On occasion percentages work out to be 
less than 0.1% or more than 99.9%. Users 
should be aware that in such cases, the 

percentage is rounded to zero or 100% 
respectively. 
 
Whilst tonnages may be summed over 
councils and/or Waste Management 
Groups to give totals for higher level 
geographies, such totals may suffer from 
rounding errors when compared with any 
given totals. 
 
However where fractions or proportions, 
such as recycling rates, waste arisings per 
capita etc are stated for councils or waste 
management groups, these indicators 
cannot be simply added or averaged to 
produce a rate for a higher level 
geography. Such information is often 
available in the data tables appendix, or 
otherwise may be available upon request. 
 
Notation and Terminology 
Please see the glossary (appendix 2) for 
clarification of key terms. 
 
Guidance on using data 
The data contained in the publication are 
presented on a quarterly basis. Many of 
the figures show seasonal variation, 
particularly composting, to a lesser extent 
recycling, and consequently overall waste 
arisings. It is therefore advisable that data 
for the current quarter be compared with 
both the previous quarter (to gauge the 
most recent direction of activity) and, more 
importantly, the same quarter in the 
previous year (to consider seasonal 
impact).  
 
Care needs to be taken in interpreting the 
long-term trends of an annual dataset with 
that of a quarterly release of provisional 
data. The revisions that can happen to 
quarterly data and the balancing of 
tonnages across quarters could mean that 
different trends are observed in the 
provisional year to date and the finalised 
annual figures. The provisional quarterly 
figures are the best available at the time of 
publication, however they are subject to 
change following further validation 
activities such as audits. 
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If finalised figures are required by the user 
then the latest annual local authority 
collected municipal waste management 
report should be used, bearing in mind 
these figures may not necessarily reflect 
the situation this year. The latest annual 
report (2016/17) is available via the 
DAERA website:  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-
local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-
management-statistics-2016  
 
Waste Management information 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom and 
Europe 
While it is our intention to direct users to 
waste management information elsewhere 
in the UK and Europe, users should be 
aware that local authority collected 
municipal waste statistics in other 
administrations are not always measured 
in a comparable manner to those in 
Northern Ireland. Details of waste 
management data published elsewhere in 
the UK and Europe can be found at the 
following links. 
 
England 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections
/waste-and-recycling-statistics 
 
Scotland 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste
/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/ 
 
Wales 
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-
research/local-authority-municipal-waste-
management/?lang=en 
 
Ireland 
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/ 
 
European Union Member States 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_stati
stics 
 
The basis of the data collection across the 
UK using WDF is broadly consistent, 
however there are some minor definitional 

differences such as NI recycling KPIs do 
include material used as ‘backfill’ (using 
suitable waste material to refill an 
excavation instead of non-waste material) 
which is not directly comparable with the 
revised Waste Framework Directive 
recycling measurements. 
 
The meetings of the WasteDataFlow 
Operational Group ensure a conscious 
effort to share waste management 
developments on a UK-wide basis with 
Northern Ireland representation on this 
group.  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-
northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012 
 
A National Statistics Publication 
National Statistics are produced to a high 
professional standard. They undergo 
regular quality assurance reviews to 
ensure that they meet customer needs. 
They are produced free from any political 
interference.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority has designated 
these statistics as National Statistics, in 
accordance with the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007 and 
signifying compliance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics.  
Designation can be broadly interpreted to 
mean that the statistics:  

-  meet identified user needs;  
- are well explained and readily 

accessible;  
- are produced according to sound 

methods; and  
- are managed impartially and objectively 

in the public interest.  
 
Once statistics have been designated as 
National Statistics it is a statutory 
requirement that the Code of Practice shall 
continue to be observed.  
 
The Department demonstrates its 
commitment to the Code of Practice by 
publishing a series of supporting 
statements related to its use of 
administrative data, publication strategy, 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012


 

28 

confidentiality arrangements, revisions 
policy, customer service and complaints 
procedure. For details see the statistics 
charter on the DAERA statistics website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-
charter  
 
For further information 
For more information relating to this 
publication, including additional analysis, 
breakdowns of the data or alternative 
formats please contact Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch. 
 

As we want to engage with users of our 
statistics, we invite you to feedback your 
comments on this publication at any time 
of the year. Contact details are available 
on the front cover of this report and in the 
data tables appendix. 
 
Copyright 
This publication is Crown copyright. It may 
be reproduced free of charge in any format 
or medium. Any material used  
must be acknowledged and the title of the 
publication specified. 
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
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Appendix 2: Glossary 
 
 
Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Anaerobic digestion 

A natural process in which micro-organisms break down 
organic matter, in the absence of oxygen, into biogas (a 
mixture of Carbon Dioxide and Methane) and digestate (a 
nitrogen-rich fertiliser). 

Biodegradable waste 
Any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic 
decomposition, such as food and garden waste, and paper 
and paperboard. 

Bring site An unmanned site with a container or a collection of 
containers for depositing recyclable waste. 

Capture rate for 
household kerbside 
collected waste 

The amount of ‘available’ material that is actually being 
collected for recycling through household kerbside collection 
schemes. 

Civic amenity site A manned site for depositing waste. 

Composting 

An aerobic, biological process in which organic wastes, such 
as garden and kitchen waste, are converted into a stable 
granular material which can be applied to land to improve soil 
structure and enrich the nutrient content of the soil. 

Composting rate 
The percentage of waste sent for composting. It excludes 
waste collected for composting that was rejected at collection 
or at the gate of the reprocessor. 

Dry recycling The recycling of dry materials such as paper, card, cans, 
plastic bottles, mixed plastic, glass. 

Dry recycling rate 

The percentage of waste sent for recycling. It excludes waste 
collected for recycling that was rejected at collection, during 
sorting or at the gate of the recycling reprocessor. It includes 
residual waste which was diverted for recycling but excludes 
waste sent for preparation for reuse. 

Energy recovery rate The percentage of waste sent for energy recovery. It includes 
mixed residual and specific sources components. 

Household waste 

Includes materials (except soil, rubble and plasterboard) 
collected directly from households (e.g. kerbside collections) 
or indirectly (e.g. bring sites, civic amenity sites, collected by 
private and voluntary organisations not included elsewhere or 
street sweepings). 

Kerbside A regular collection of waste from premises. 
Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 

A set of measures used to gauge performance in terms of 
meeting waste strategy targets. 

LAC Local Authority Collected, as in LAC municipal waste. 

Landfill sites 

Any areas of land in which waste is deposited. Landfill sites 
are often located in disused mines or quarries. In areas 
where they are limited or no ready-made voids exist, the 
practice of landraising is sometimes carried out, where waste 
is deposited above ground and the landscape is contoured. 
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Local authority collected 
municipal waste 

Waste which is collected under arrangements made by a 
district council.   

Mixed dry recyclables Waste streams intended for recycling found together with 
each other but separately from other waste.   
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Mixed residual waste sent 
for energy recovery 

Combustible residual waste collected from the kerbside and 
civic amenity sites and processed into refuse derived fuel at 
material recovery facilities. 

NILAS Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 

Non household waste 

Asbestos, beach cleansing, civic amenity sites waste, fly-
tipped materials, gully emptyings, commercial and industrial, 
construction and demolition, grounds waste, highways waste, 
other collected waste and other. 

Other household waste Healthcare waste, bulky waste, street cleaning and other 
household. 

Recycling 

Any recovery operation by which waste materials are 
reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether 
for the original or other purposes. It does not include energy 
recovery and the reprocessing into materials that are used as 
fuels. 

Refuse Derived Fuel 
(RDF) 

Consists largely of organic components of municipal waste 
(such as plastics and biodegradable waste). This can then be 
used in a variety of ways to generate electricity, most 
commonly as an additional fuel used with coal in power 
stations or in cement kilns. 

Regular residual 
household waste Household regular kerbside collection. 

Residual waste Waste that is not sent for preparing for reuse, sent for 
recycling or composting. 

Specific streams e.g. 
wood 

Used in the context of LAC municipal waste sent for energy 
recovery. It is mostly wood but also contains furniture, carpets 
and mattresses, mostly collected from civic amenity sites. 

Waste arisings The amount of waste collected in a given locality over a 
period of time. 

Waste collected for 
disposal to landfill 

Collected for disposal is residual waste that has not been 
sorted to separate out recyclable material from other waste 
before being presented to the Council for collection at various 
locations. 

Waste from households 

Not the same as ‘household waste’. This is a narrower 
definition and includes material (except soil, rubble and 
plasterboard) collected only from households (e.g. kerbside 
collection, bring sites, civic amenity sites or community skips 
managed by councils). 
 
 

Waste sent to landfill 

The amount of waste sent to landfill. Excludes residual waste 
which was diverted for energy recovery, recycling or 
composting. Includes household waste collected for energy 
recovery, recycling or composting which was diverted to 
landfill. 
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Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Waste Transfer Note 
(WTN) 

A note which must be created for any transfer of controlled 
waste. The exception to this is householders, who are not 
required to produce transfer notes. 

WasteDataFlow 
The web based system for local authority collected municipal 
waste data reporting by UK local authorities to government 
(www.wastedataflow.org). 

 
Recycled material types 
 

  

Compostable (excluding 
wood) 

Green waste only, green garden waste only, mixed garden 
and food waste, waste food only, other compostable waste 
(excluding wood). 

Construction, Demolition 
and Excavation Plasterboard, rubble and soil. 

Electrical Goods 
Large and small domestic appliances, TVs and monitors, 
fluorescent tubes and other light bulbs, fridges and freezers, 
auto batteries and post consumer batteries. 

Glass Brown, clear, green and mixed glass. 

Metal 
Aluminium, mixed and steel cans, aluminium foil, bicycles, 
aerosols, gas bottles, fire extinguishers and other scrap 
metal. 

Paper and Card Books, card, mixed paper and card, paper, yellow pages and 
cardboard beverage packaging. 

Plastics PET(1), HDPE(2), PVC(3), LDPE(4), PP(5), PS(6), other 
plastics(7), mixed plastic bottles, and plastics. 

Textiles Textiles and footwear, footwear only, textiles only and 
carpets. 

Unclassified Derived category including all other recycled material 
collected not included in the main categories. 

WEEE (Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment) 

As electrical goods above but excluding auto batteries and 
post consumer batteries.  

Wood Wood, chipboard and MDF, composite wood materials and 
wood for composting. 

  

http://www.wastedataflow.org/
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Appendix 3: List of Acronyms 
 
This is a list of commonly used acronyms in this report. 
 
arc21     Regional waste management group in Northern Ireland 
BLACMW  Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
CIWM     Chartered Institution of Wastes Management 
DAERA    Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
EC       European Commission 
EU       European Union 
KPI      Key Performance Indicator 
LAC      Local Authority Collected 
LACMW   Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste 
LPS      Land and Property Services 
MDR     Mixed Dry Recyclables  
MRF     Materials Recovery Facility 
NI       Northern Ireland 
NIEA     Northern Ireland Environment Agency 
NILAS    Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 
NISRA    Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency 
NWRWMG  North West Regional Waste Management Group 
RDF      Refuse Derived Fuel 
SASB     Statistics and Analytical Services Branch, DAERA 
UK       United Kingdom 
WDF     WasteDataFlow 
WEEE    Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
WRAP    Waste and Resource Action Programme 
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National Statistics 
National Statistics status means that 
official statistics meet the highest 
standards of trustworthiness, quality and 
public value. 
 
All official statistics should comply with 
all aspects of the Code of Practice for 
Official Statistics. They are awarded 
National Statistics status following an 
assessment by the Authority’s regulatory 
arm. The Authority considers whether 
the statistics meet the highest standards 
of Code compliance, including the value 
they add to public decisions and debate. 
 
It is a producer’s responsibility to maintain 
compliance with the standards expected of 
National Statistics. If we become concerned 
about whether these statistics are still 
meeting the appropriate standards, we will 
discuss any concerns with the Authority 
promptly. National Statistics status can be 
removed at any point when the highest 
standards are not maintained, and reinstated 
when standards are restored. 

 

Key Points for Northern Ireland 
 

 Northern Ireland’s councils collected 222,481 tonnes of LAC municipal waste between 
January and March 2018, 2.1% lower than the 227,153 tonnes collected during the same 
three months of 2017. Household waste accounts for 89.3% of total LAC municipal waste. 
Newry, Mourne & Down had the smallest quantity of household waste per person at 
100kg, whilst the largest quantity per person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 
123kg.   
  

 The household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate was 43.6% 
between January and March 2018, an increase on the 39.7% recorded during the same 
three months of 2017. At council level, rates varied from 36.1% in Causeway Coast & 
Glens to 48.8% in Antrim & Newtownabbey.   

 

 The LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was 20.1%, lower than the 20.7% reported 
for January to March 2017. The highest rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & Down at 
52.1% and the lowest was 6.1% in Ards & North Down. 

 
 The latest quarterly landfill rate for household waste was 33.8%, a further reduction on the 

39.1% recorded during the same three months of 2017. There were 46,273 tonnes of 
biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste (BLACMW) sent to landfill 
between January and March 2018. This was 15.3% lower than the 54,617 tonnes sent 
between the same three months of 2017. It also accounted for a smaller proportion of the 
annual allowance, 18.6% between January and March 2018 compared to 20.8% in the 
equivalent quarter of 2017.   
 

 

 

 
 
 

Reader Information 
This document may be made available in 
alternative formats, please contact us to 
discuss your requirements. 
 
Purpose 
This is a quarterly publication which reports 
provisional figures on the key measurements 
of local authority collected municipal waste for 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Next Updates 
 Provisional figures for April to June 2018 

will be available on 25 October 2018. 
 Finalised data for 2017/18 are scheduled 

to be published on 29 November 2018. 
 The scheduled dates for all upcoming 

publications are available from the 
GOV.UK statistics release calendar: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics
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Introduction 
 
This report presents information on the quantities of local authority collected municipal 
waste managed in Northern Ireland between January and March 2018. It provides 
information on the quantities and rates of local authority collected waste arisings, sent for 
preparing for reuse, for dry recycling, composting, energy recovery and sent to landfill. 
Some of these measurements are key performance indicators (KPIs). These are used to 
assess progress towards achieving waste strategy targets and where appropriate this is 
highlighted in the tables and charts. 
 
The 26 councils covered by previous reports were reorganised into 11 new councils from 1 
April 2015. This is the twelfth release of waste data collected on an 11 council basis. 
During this period in Northern Ireland, 8 of the 11 councils were split into two Waste 
Management Groups (WMGs) with 3 councils unaffiliated to any group. WMGs produce, 
develop and implement Waste Management Plans for their areas of responsibility and are 
an important part of the data submission process. The group with the largest share of the 
population is arc21 with 59%. The North West Regional Waste Management Group 
(NWRWMG) has 16% of the population with the remaining 25% residing in councils 
belonging to no waste management group. 
 
There were six councils in arc21: Antrim & Newtownabbey; Ards & North Down; Belfast; 
Lisburn & Castlereagh; Mid & East Antrim; and Newry, Mourne & Down. NWRWMG 
contained two councils: Causeway Coast & Glens; and Derry City & Strabane. The 
remaining three councils were not members of any WMG: Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon; Fermanagh & Omagh; and Mid Ulster. 
 
Figure 1: Map of councils and waste management groups in Northern Ireland 
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Overview 
 
This report is split into five sections, each of which cover local authority collected (LAC) 
municipal and, where appropriate, household waste: 

 waste arisings (pages 6-8), 
 reuse, dry recycling and composting (pages 9-11), 
 energy recovery (pages 12-14), 
 landfill (pages 15-17), and, 
 biodegradable landfill (pages 18-19). 

 
The purpose of this overview is to show at a glance the proportions of the total LAC 
municipal waste arisings sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy 
recovery and landfill between January and March 2018. 
 
Figure 2: LAC municipal waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, 
energy recovery and landfill rates by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2018 

 
At the Northern Ireland level, 43.4% of LAC municipal waste was sent for preparing for 
reuse, dry recycling and composting between January and March 2018. Energy recovery 
accounted for 20.1% and 34.5% was landfilled. This left 2.1% unaccounted for which was 
likely to involve moisture and/or gaseous losses, much of which is as a result of a new 
drying process involving mixed municipal waste and operated by a contractor used to 
varying degrees by several councils. Unclassified waste is calculated as a residual amount 
of municipal waste after municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, 
composting, energy recovery and landfill have been accounted for, instead of being 
extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow system. Each of the rates is discussed in detail 
in the appropriate section of the report. 
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The figures for waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting and waste 
landfilled are an improvement on the same quarter last year when 39.7% of LAC municipal 
waste was sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting, and 39.4% was 
landfilled.  
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Waste arisings 
 
The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key 
performance indicator, KPI (j). This indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. Northern Ireland’s councils collected 222,481 tonnes of LAC municipal waste 
between January and March 2018. This was a 2.1% decrease on the 227,153 tonnes 
collected during the same three months of 2017. 
 
Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for 86-90% of total LAC municipal waste 
each quarter. From January to March 2018, household waste accounted for 89.3%. 
Household waste includes materials collected directly from households via kerbside 
collections, material taken to bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other 
smaller sources. The remaining 10.7% was non household waste. 
 
Figure 3: Waste arisings 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 KPI (j) 

 
 
The longer term trend for January to March saw a gradual reduction in LAC municipal 
waste arisings of 16.3% across six years, from a high of 251,488 tonnes between January 
and March 2007 to a low of 210,459 tonnes between the same three months of 2013.  In 
the five years since, arisings have increased by 5.7% to 222,481 tonnes in January to 
March 2018. 
 
Factors affecting LAC municipal waste arisings, the majority of which is household waste, 
include individual household behaviours, the advice and collection services provided by 
councils and to some extent the state of the economy. 
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Figure 4: LAC municipal waste arisings by council 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2017 and January to March 2018, KPI (j)  

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their larger 
waste arisings distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish the differences between councils. 
All figures are available from the data tables appendix. 

 
The proportion of Northern Ireland’s total LAC municipal waste by each council broadly 
reflects the population within the councils. Belfast City Council had the greatest LAC 
municipal waste arisings between January and March 2018 with 39,779 tonnes. This was 
18% of total NI LAC waste arisings, the same as its share of the total NI population.  
 
Fermanagh & Omagh District Council had the lowest LAC municipal waste arisings 
between January and March 2018 with 12,965 tonnes collected. This represented 6% of 
total NI arisings during the period and again is the same as its share of the total NI 
population. 
 
Mid Ulster reported a decrease of 9.0% on their LAC municipal waste arisings compared 
to the same quarter last year, whilst Ards & North Down, Mid & East Antrim, Causeway 
Coast & Glens, Belfast and Newry, Mourne & Down reported decreases between 4.4% 
and 2.6%. Fermanagh & Omagh and Derry City & Strabane reported similar arisings to 
last year, whilst arisings in Antrim & Newtownabbey, Lisburn & Castlereagh and Armagh 
City, Banbridge & Craigavon increased by 3.6%, 1.4% and 0.8% respectively. 
   
There are two key performance indicators which look at household waste arisings in more 
detail by considering household waste arisings per capita, KPI (p), and per household 
KPI (h). In Northern Ireland there were 106 kilogrammes (kg) of household waste collected 
per capita (per head of population) and 267 kg per household between January and March 
2018. This compares with the 109 kg collected per person and 275 kg per household 
during the same three months of 2017. 
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Figure 5: Household waste arisings per capita and per household by council 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2018, KPIs (p) and (h)  

 

 
 

  
 
Newry, Mourne & Down had the smallest quantity of household waste per person of the 11 
councils at 100kg per person between January and March 2018. The largest quantity per 
person was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey (123kg per person). The largest 
decrease in household waste arisings per person compared to last year was recorded in 
Mid Ulster at 8.1%. All other councils reported decreases in their household waste arisings 
per person compared to the same three months in 2017 except Armagh City, Banbridge & 
Craigavon and Lisburn & Castlereagh where they remained at similar levels to last year. 
 
The household waste arisings per household show a similar distribution across Northern 
Ireland to household waste arisings per capita with some small differences. Belfast City 
Council generated the smallest quantity at 233kg per household, whilst the largest quantity 
per household was recorded in Mid Ulster at 316kg per household (decreased from 346kg 
in January to March 2017).  This may be related to the fact that Mid Ulster has the largest 
average household size of the 11 councils. 
 
The arisings figures can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of the data tables appendix. The per 
capita and per household figures can be found in Tables 13 and Table 14 respectively. All 
figures are also available from the time series dataset.    
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018   
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
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Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 
 
This section of the report looks at local authority collected (LAC) municipal and household 
waste recycling rates. Both are key performance indicators and now include waste sent for 
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting. Previously used key performance 
indicators KPI (a) and (e) have been modified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include 
waste sent for preparing for reuse, and relabelled as KPI (a2) and (e2). The impacts were 
small, adding 0.1-0.2 percentage points to the rates, and resulted in the break in the time 
series visible in Figure 6. The KPI (a2) indicator is also used to monitor performance under 
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland) 
2015. 
 
There were 96,491 tonnes of LAC municipal waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry 
recycling and composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this section) between 
January and March 2018. The LAC municipal waste recycling rate was 43.4%. This was 
an increase of 3.7 percentage points on the 39.7% of LAC municipal waste sent for 
recycling between January and March 2017. 
 
The household waste recycling rate was 43.6% between January and March 2018, 3.9 
percentage points higher than the 39.7% recorded during the same three months of 2017. 
The proportion of household waste sent for preparing for reuse was 0.2%, dry recycling 
made up 25.7% and composting was 17.8%. During January to March 2017, the 
equivalent rate for reuse was 0.2% whilst the dry recycling and composting rates were 
25.2% and 14.3% respectively.    
 
Figure 6: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (a), (a2), (e) and (e2) 

 
 
These figures show seasonal variation which is driven by the quantities of garden waste 
sent for composting. Greater quantities of garden waste are collected and sent for 
composting during the spring and summer quarters, April to June and July to September. 
The longer term trend in January to March of each year has been a steady increase in the 
household waste dry recycling and composting rate from 25.0% in January to March 2007 
to a peak of 43.4% in January to March 2018.  Waste sent for preparing for reuse (347 
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tonnes this quarter) has been included since 2012/13 and brings the reuse, recycling and 
composting rate up to 43.6%. 
 
Figure 7: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate 
by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2017 and January to March 2018, KPI (a2) 

 
The lowest household waste recycling rate recorded was in Causeway Coast & Glens at 
36.1%, the same as the previous year’s rate. The highest household waste recycling rate 
was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 48.8%, an improvement of 7.7 percentage 
points on the figure recorded in the same quarter last year. 
 
From April 2017, it became a statutory requirement for all councils in Northern Ireland to 
provide each household with a container for food (potentially with other bio-waste) to 
enable its separate collection.  The purpose of this was to reduce the amount of this waste 
sent for disposal, if not collected separately it becomes contaminated/unrecyclable.  The 
impact of this can be seen in Figure 7 above where all but two councils increased their 
household recycling rate compared to the same quarter last year.  Differences in 
composting rates across the council areas can also be affected by variations in the urban-
rural characteristics of the council areas. 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down and Lisburn & Castlereagh reported the largest increases on their 
recycling rates compared to last year. Newry, Mourne & Down increased their recycling 
rate by 9.1 percentage points, an increase which can be attributed to an increase in 
household waste composting which increased by 9.2 percentage points to 19.4%. Lisburn 
& Castlereagh increased their recycling rate by 8.3 percentage points to 42.5%. This can 
mostly be attributed to an increase in the household waste dry recycling rate, up 5.1 
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percentage points to 22.0%, as well as a 3.2 percentage point increase in the household 
waste composting rate to 20.2%. 
  
Antrim & Newtownabbey increased their recycling rate by 7.7 percentage points to 
48.8%.This increase can be attributed to an increase in the household waste dry recycling 
rate, up 4.1 percentage points to 26.0% and a 3.6 percentage point increase in the 
household waste composting rate, which increased to 22.7% . All other councils reported 
increases in recycling rates of between 7.6 and 2.0 percentage points with the exception of 
Causeway Coast & Glens where the recycling rate remained similar to that in January to 
March 2017, and Fermanagh and Omagh where the recycling rate fell by 1.5 percentage 
points. Whilst the household waste composting rate in Fermanagh and Omagh increased 
by 3.8 percentage points to 16.2%, the dry recycling rate fell by 5.2 percentage points to 
27.4%. 
 
Overall, there was considerable variation between dry recycling and composting rates. 
Derry City & Strabane recorded the highest dry recycling rate at 31.8% whilst Lisburn & 
Castlereagh recorded the lowest rate at 22.0%. The highest composting rate was in Ards 
& North Down at 23.5% with Causeway Coast & Glens having the lowest rate at 8.8%. Dry 
recycling rates remained relatively stable for most councils compared with January to 
March 2017, with the largest increase recorded in Lisburn & Castlereagh, increasing by 
5.1 percentage points to 22.0%. The largest decrease in the dry recycling rates was 
recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh, falling 5.2 percentage points to 27.4%. 
 
The household recycling rates for the Waste Management Groups were 44.2% for arc21 
and 39.1% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland recycling rate is 43.6%. 
 
An additional recycling rate, called the waste from households recycling rate, is now also 
calculated. It is not a key performance indicator and is not discussed in this report but can 
be found in the data tables appendix. It can be used to make comparable calculations 
between each of the four UK countries. For more information see Waste from Households 
Recycling Rate under Data Developments in the User Guidance. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3 and 4 (for LAC municipal waste) and Tables 11 
and 12 (for household waste) of the data tables appendix and also in the time series 
dataset. The waste from households figures are available in Table 17 and in the time 
series dataset.  
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018   
 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
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Energy recovery 
 
Energy Recovery via incineration of LACMW 
This quarterly report includes figures on energy recovery, which is the term used when 
value is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. All energy recovery 
figures reported in this section are derived from material sent for energy recovery via 
incineration, although other technologies exist. Energy recovery via anaerobic digestion is 
discussed at the end of this section. 
 
Between January and March 2018, 44,701 tonnes of LAC municipal waste arisings was 
sent for energy recovery. This gave a LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate of 20.1%, 
lower than the 20.7% rate reported for the same period in 2016/17. In each year, the 
majority was mixed residual LAC municipal waste with a smaller proportion from specific 
streams, e.g. wood. 
 
Figure 8: LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18 

 
 

There was zero, or very small quantities, of LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery 
before 2009/10. Strong growth followed from 2010/11 with the energy recovery rate 
increasing from 1.2% between January and March 2010 to a high of 21.1% for the same 
three months of 2016. The rate has since fallen by 1.0 percentage points to 20.1% in 
January to March 2018. Most of the growth since 2009/10 has been driven by mixed 
residual LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery (from 1.2% in January to March 
2010 to 15.9% in January to March 2018). The specific stream proportion reached 1.3% in 
2013 and increased by 2.9 percentage points to 4.2% in January to March 2018. 
 
Mixed residual LAC municipal waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual 
waste collected from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites and processed into refuse 
derived fuel at material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy 
recovery is mostly wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly 
collected from civic amenity sites.  
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Figure 9: LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate by council and waste 
management group 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2017 and January to March 2018 

 
  
The highest LAC municipal waste energy recovery rate was recorded in Newry, Mourne & 
Down at 52.1%, down from 56.0% between January and March 2017. The lowest rate 
recorded was 6.1% in Ards & North Down, similar to the 5.6% sent for energy recovery 
between January and March 2017. 
 
Mid Ulster and Fermanagh & Omagh reported the largest increases to their LAC municipal 
waste energy recovery rates compared to January to March 2017. Mid Ulster’s rate 
increased by 4.8 percentage points to give an energy recovery rate of 18.7%, whilst 
Fermanagh & Omagh’s increased by 3.1 percentage points to 6.6%. Lisburn & 
Castlereagh reported an increase of 2.4 percentage points to give an energy recovery rate 
of 6.5%. 
 
Four other councils recorded decreased LAC municipal waste energy recovery rates in 
January to March 2018 compared to the same three months in 2017. In Belfast the rate 
decreased by 3.1 percentage points to 18.9%, whilst Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 
reported a 2.4 percentage point decrease to give an energy recovery rate of 31.8%. Antrim 
& Newtownabbey and Causeway Coast & Glens reported decreased energy recovery 
rates by 1.4 and 1.3 percentage points respectively. Ards & North Down, Mid & East 
Antrim and Derry City & Strabane reported similar rates to January to March 2017. 
 
For most councils, energy recovery for mixed residual waste accounted for a greater 
proportion of total energy recovery than specific streams such as wood. Four councils, 
Antrim & Newtownabbey, Ards & North Down, Fermanagh & Omagh and Lisburn & 
Castlereagh had larger proportions of energy recovery for specific streams such as wood 
than for mixed residual waste. Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable 
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to landfill, although preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting are preferable to 
both.  
 

 
Energy Recovery via Anaerobic Digestion of LACMW  
The tonnages relating to energy recovery from material undergoing anaerobic digestion 
are still accounted for under the recycling section since the vast majority of the tonnage of 
waste undergoing this process eventually ends up as a compost (once the methane 
generated from the anaerobic digestion process has been collected). Table 9 in the data 
tables appendix shows the amount of food waste anaerobically treated to recover energy 
before ending up as a compost. 
 
These figures can be found in Tables 3, 4 and 9 of the data tables appendix and in the 
time series dataset. https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-
authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
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Landfill 
 
The quantity of LAC municipal waste sent to landfill decreased by 14.2% from 89,407 
tonnes during January to March 2017 to 76,684 tonnes between January and March 2018. 
This gave a quarterly landfill rate of 34.5% for the most recent quarter which was lower 
than the 39.4% recorded during the same quarter of 2017. The latest quarterly landfill rate 
for household waste only was 33.8%, a further reduction on the 39.1% recorded during the 
same three months of 2017. 
 
Figure 10: Waste sent to landfill 
Northern Ireland, quarterly from 2006/07 to 2017/18, KPIs (b) and (f) 

 
 
The landfill rate has now reached its lowest ever level for January to March. The long term 
trend has seen the January to March household waste landfill rate fall consistently from 
76.5% in January to March 2007 to the 34.5% recorded in January to March 2018.  Note 
that the landfill rate exhibits seasonality and the April to June and July to September 
quarters tend to have lower rates than October to December and January to March. The 
seasonality stems from the higher level of compostable garden waste arising during spring 
and summer. 
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Figure 11: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2017 and January to March 2018, KPI (b)  

 
 
All councils recorded a decrease in their household landfill rate in January to March 2018 
compared to same three months last year. Decreases ranged from 10.6 percentage points 
in Lisburn & Castlereagh to 1.3 percentage points in Causeway Coast & Glens and 
Fermanagh & Omagh. 
 
Newry, Mourne & Down recorded the lowest landfill rate at 4.7%, one seventh of the 
Northern Ireland rate of 33.8% and an improvement of 5.1 percentage points on the 
January to March 2017 rate for the council of 9.8%. This council reported an increase of 
9.1 percentage points in household material prepared for reuse dry recycling and 
composting which would contribute towards this drop. 
 
Increased recycling rates due to the statutory requirement for all councils in Northern 
Ireland to provide households with a container for food to enable its separate collection 
contributed to the drop in landfill rates, though increasing energy recovery rates for some 
councils also contributed. 
 
Lisburn & Castlereagh decreased their landfill rate by 10.6 percentage points to report a 
rate of 50.0% in January to March 2018, the largest decrease reported for this quarter. An 
increase in the dry recycling rate by 5.1 percentage points contributed to this drop in the 
landfill rate. The highest household landfill rate was recorded in Fermanagh & Omagh at 
50.2%, a decrease of 1.3 percentage points on the January to March 2017 rate of 51.5%.  
 
The household landfill rates for the Waste Management Groups were 35.9% for arc21 and 
32.5% for NWRWMG, the Northern Ireland household landfill rate is 33.8%. 
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Material, mainly from residual waste treatment, can also be sent for energy recovery in the 
form of refuse derived fuel (RDF) which also diverts it from landfill. Landfill Tax for 
household waste continues to be the main driver for local authorities to reduce landfill. 
Other considerations include a limit on the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal waste 
as measured by KPI (g). Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to 
landfill, although recycling and reuse are preferable to both.  
 
This data and more information including collection method can be found in the data tables 
appendix. Tables 3 and 4 cover LAC municipal waste and Tables 11 and 12 cover 
household waste. The data are also available from the time series dataset. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018    

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
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Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste to 
landfill 
 
Article 5(2) of the EC Landfill Directive (1999/31/EC) requires member states to reduce the 
amount of biodegradable municipal waste sent to landfill, setting challenging targets. The 
Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 (as amended) place a statutory 
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of 
biodegradable LAC municipal waste (BLACMW) for which they have allowances. In order 
to ensure compliance with these targets, the amount of biodegradable LAC municipal 
waste sent to landfill, KPI (g), is monitored. This indicator is also used to monitor 
performance under the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
Under the Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme (NILAS) regulations councils have 
been allocated a number of allowances (each allowance represents 1 tonne of BLACMW) 
for each year until 2019/20. However in any scheme year a council may transfer 
allowances to other councils in order to ensure that each council does not exceed the 
amount it is permitted to send to landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the 
provisional quarterly figures but are included in the finalised annual figures. The finalised 
2017/18 figures are scheduled to be released in November 2018. More information on the 
NILAS regulations can be found on the DAERA website: 

- https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-
nilas 

 
There were 46,273 tonnes of BLACMW sent to landfill between January and March 2018. 
This was 15.3% lower than the 54,617 tonnes sent during the same three months of 
2017. It also accounted for a smaller proportion of the annual allowance, 18.6% between 
January and March 2018 compared to 20.8% in the equivalent quarter of 2017. The 
2017/18 NILAS allowance (248,570 tonnes) was 5.4% lower than the 2016/17 NILAS 
allowance (262,857 tonnes).  If comparing the extent to which allowances have been used 
against last year, it is important to note that there has been a reduction in the allocations. 
 
At the waste management group level, the councils in the arc21 group and those in 
NWRWMG both used 19.6% of their 2017/18 allowance between January and March 
2018.  
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/northern-ireland-landfill-allowance-scheme-nilas
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Figure 12: Biodegradable LAC municipal waste allowance sent to landfill by council 
Northern Ireland, January to March 2018, KPI (g) 

 
Note: The NI and waste management group figures are not shown on this chart as their figures 
distort the scale and make it difficult to distinguish differences between councils. The figures are 
available from the data tables appendix. 
Figure 12 does not include allowance transfers between councils. 
 
There is considerable variation between councils in the proportion of the 2017/18 
allocation used between January and March 2018. Newry, Mourne & Down have used the 
lowest share of its annual allocation at 2.3% during the quarter and 11.0% for the year-to-
date. This is lower than the 5.1% and 21.5% they had used at the same point last year. 
Fermanagh & Omagh have used the highest share during January to March 2018 at 
26.5%, similar to their usage for the same quarter last year (26.9%), bringing their year-to-
date usage to 99.2%. To date, Causeway Coast & Glens have used 98.5% of their annual 
allowance, 5.3 percentage points more than the 93.2% used at this point last year. 
 
It is important to bear in mind that a council may transfer allowances to other councils in 
order to ensure that each council does not exceed the amount it is permitted to send to 
landfill. Transfers of allowances are not included in the provisional quarterly figures but will 
be included in the finalised annual figures, scheduled to be released in November 2018.   
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018   
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Overview of Key Performance Indicators 
 
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a set of measures used to gauge performance in 
terms of meeting waste strategy targets. They were originally defined in the Environment 
and Heritage Service (now the Northern Ireland Environment Agency) municipal waste 
data monitoring and reporting: interim guidelines, published in March 2003. 
 
The annual reports provide final validated information on KPIs used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected municipal waste targets. As targets are set for 
an annual period, care should be taken when comparing quarterly figures against such 
targets. 
 
The reference table below has been included to help users quickly find a specific KPI in 
the report and/or appendix. 

 
 
Indicator 
 

Definition Location 

KPI (a) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (a2) Percentage of household waste arisings sent for 
preparing for reuse and recycling (including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 12 

KPI (b) Percentage of household waste arisings landfilled Report pages 15-17 
Appendix table 12 

KPI (e) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for recycling and composting Report pages 9-11 

KPI (e2) 
Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings sent for preparing for reuse and recycling 
(including composting) 

Report pages 9-11 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (f) Percentage of local authority collected municipal waste 
arisings landfilled 

Report pages 15-17 
Appendix table 4 

KPI (g) Biodegradable local authority collected municipal waste 
landfilled 

Report pages 18-19 
Appendix table 15 

KPI (h) Total household waste collected per household Report page 8 
Appendix table 14 

KPI (j) Total local authority collected municipal waste arisings Report pages 6-7 
Appendix tables 1-2 

KPI (m) Percentage capture rate for collected household 
kerbside primary waste categories 

Appendix tables 16i 
and 16ii 

KPI (p) Total household waste collected per capita Report page 8 
Appendix table 13 

Note: In this table ‘appendix’ refers to the data table appendix available with the report. 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-
municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018   

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-january-march-2018
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Appendix 1: User Guidance 
 

This statistics release is part of a regular 
quarterly data series presenting 
provisional information on local authority 
collected municipal waste managed in 
Northern Ireland. 
 
Description of data 
Local authority collected municipal waste 
(LACMW) data in Northern Ireland. This is 
municipal waste which is collected under 
arrangements made by a district council. 
 
Main Uses of Data 
Data contained in this release are 
published primarily to provide an indication 
of the progress towards achieving waste 
strategy targets. They allow for the 
assessment of the performance of the 
councils and waste management groups in 
Northern Ireland in managing waste 
arisings, recycling, composting and landfill. 
Targets are set for an annual period and 
care should be taken when comparing 
quarterly figures against such targets. 
 
The revised NI Waste Management Strategy 
sets out targets for the management of local 
authority collected municipal waste. 
- To achieve a recycling rate of 45% 

(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2015. 

- To achieve a recycling rate of 50% 
(including preparing for re-use) of 
household waste by 2020. 

- Proposals to achieve a recycling rate of 
60% (including preparing for re-use) of 
LACMW by 2020. 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-
management-strategy  
 
The draft Programme for Government 
Framework 2016-2021 contains 
‘percentage of household waste that is 
recycled or composted’ as a measure for 
indicator 36: increase household waste 
recycling. The second consultation on this 
framework opened on 28 October 2016 
and closed on 23 December 2016. 
 

The Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 2015 came into operation on 28 
September 2015. It contains three waste 
management indicators which correspond 
to KPIs (a2), (g) and (j) in this publication. 
 
The EU Waste Framework Directive 
statutory target requires member states to 
recycle 50% of waste from households by 
2020.  
 
The data are also used to assess 
performance against the Landfill Directive 
targets. 
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/la
ndfill-directive.aspx  
 
The annual report provides final validated 
information on several key performance 
indicators (KPIs) used to assess progress 
towards achieving local authority collected 
municipal waste targets. 
 
These data also provide policy makers 
with the necessary information to 
formulate and evaluate waste services and 
are helpful in assessing the effectiveness 
of resource allocation in providing services 
that are fully responsive to public need. 
 
Councils and waste management groups 
use these statistics to inform corporate 
analysis and reports. Indeed both councils 
and waste management groups are 
integral parts of the data provision and 
submission processes. 
 
The waste data may help to inform 
particular lifestyle choices of the public, 
specifically decisions about how to treat 
their waste. This information feeds into 
Northern Ireland specific and UK wide 
research projects & articles carried out & 
published by Waste and Resource Action 
Programme (WRAP) – see the following 
web resources for more information: 
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni  
http://www.wrap.org.uk/ 
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/ 
 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/waste-management-strategy
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
http://www.ciwm.co.uk/ciwm/knowledge/landfill-directive.aspx
https://www.recyclenow.com/ni
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/
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These projects are funded by each of the 
governments within the UK and the EU. 
The results of research by WRAP assist 
governments to devise strategies to deal 
with issues such as using resources 
sustainably, helping people to recycle 
more and to waste less both at home and 
at work, which offers economic as well as 
environmental benefits. 
 
Additionally, waste management 
information is used to inform the media, 
special interest groups such as the 
Chartered Institute of Waste Management 
(CIWM) which is the professional body 
representing waste and resource 
professionals, academics, for example 
those who would have an interest and/or 
involvement in the WRAP research 
mentioned above, and by DAERA to 
respond to parliamentary / assembly 
questions and ad hoc queries from the 
public.  
 
The Northern Ireland Neighbourhood 
Information Service (NINIS) provides 
access to waste information with the aim 
of making it available to as wide an 
audience as possible by providing 
interactive charts and mapping facilities 
that enable the statistics to be interpreted 
in a spatial context. 
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveM
aps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/E
nvironment/Local%20Authority%20Collect
ed%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/
atlas.html 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
The 26 councils covered by previous 
reports were reorganised into 11 new 
councils from 1 April 2015.  
Prior to this, we consulted with users of the 
report, the proposed changes and 
summary of responses are available on 
the Statistics and Analytical Services 
Branch (SASB) website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-
ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-
waste-management-statistics 

 

At that stage the opportunity was also 
taken to update the report using feedback 
from NISRA’s peer review group.   
 

Data Developments 
Key Performance Indicators (a) and (e) 
Prior to 2015/16, NI recycling KPIs did not 
include waste sent for preparing for reuse, 
unlike the other UK devolved 
administrations. Waste sent for preparing 
for reuse has been added to the 
calculations of these KPIs and they have 
been renamed KPI (a2) and KPI (e2).  This 
change has been backdated to include 
data from 2012/13 onwards and allows 
comparisons across time to be made for 
these KPIs. 
 
The difference this makes to the quantity 
of waste recycled is small. Across the four 
quarters of 2016/17 this change added on 
an average 341 tonnes of waste sent for 
preparing for reuse to the recycling total 
per quarter. This added 0.2 percentage 
points to KPI (a) and 0.1 percentage points 
KPI (e) rates each quarter. 
 
These measures are now more consistent 
with the rest of the UK and more 
consistent with the definition of the targets 
in the Waste Management Strategy 2020 
and the Local Government (Performance 
Indicators and Standards) Order (NI) 2015, 
which include waste sent for preparing for 
reuse. 
 
 
Waste from households recycling rate 
In Northern Ireland, the household 
recycling rate is based on ‘household 
waste’ as defined in the Waste and 
Contaminated Land (NI) Order 1997 (the 
1997 Order) and Schedule to the 
Controlled Waste and Duty of Care 
Regulations (NI) 2013. The new ‘waste 
from households’ recycling rate has been 
introduced for statistical purposes to 
provide a harmonised UK indicator with a 
comparable calculation in each of the four 
UK countries. 
 

http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
http://www.ninis2.nisra.gov.uk/InteractiveMaps/Agriculture%20and%20Environment/Environment/Local%20Authority%20Collected%20Municipal%20Waste%20Recycling/atlas.html
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/changes-quarterly-ni-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics
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This ‘waste from households’ measure has 
been added to the data tables appendix; 
see Table 17. However the focus of this 
report is still the previous ‘household 
waste’ definition because it is the measure 
most directly related to current NI policy 
targets. There are targets in the revised 
Waste Management Strategy, the 2015-16 
Programme for Government and the Local 
Government (Performance Indicators and 
Standards) Order (NI) 2015 that reference 
the prior ‘household waste’ definition. The 
‘waste from households’ measure may 
feature in the body of this report in future if 
it becomes more prominent in recycling 
targets. 
 
There is a difference between ‘household 
waste’ and ‘waste from households’. The 
latter has a generally narrower definition 
than the former. There are a number of 
sources of waste that were considered 
under ‘household waste’ that are not 
considered by ‘waste from households’, for 
example waste from street recycling bins 
and street cleaning. More information is 
available from the ‘waste from households’ 
calculation guidance on the WDF website. 
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/g
uidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuida
nceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf  
 
Analysis using 2016/17 data has shown 
that the ‘waste from households’ rate is, on 
average, 1 percentage point lower than the 
‘household waste’ recycling rate at the 
Northern Ireland level. However, the 
difference between these rates varies 
across councils and quarters. The range 
varies with the waste from households 
being between 5.0 percentage points 
lower to 1.4 percentage points higher than 
the household waste. The time series file 
allows the difference in these rates to be 
compared over quarters and across 
councils. 
 
Data Sources 
Waste Management Data 
The information presented in this report is 
taken from WasteDataFlow (WDF), a web 
based system for local authority collected 

municipal waste reporting by UK local 
authorities to central government. The data 
are based on returns made to WDF (relating 
to approximately 40 questions on local 
authority collected municipal waste 
management) by councils, within two months 
of the end of each quarter. 
 
It is increasingly rare that residual waste 
may still be disposed of directly to landfill. 
Waste is collected by the councils directly 
from the kerbside and some civic amenity 
sites; third parties under contract to the 
council also collect from the remaining 
civic amenity sites and almost all of the 
bring banks. Some larger councils use 
intermediate bulking up stations where the 
waste is weighed both coming into and 
leaving the transfer station. In all cases the 
waste is weighed on arrival at treatment 
sites for recovery e.g. Material Recovery 
Facilities (MRFs) and/or disposal e.g. 
landfill sites.  
 
MRFs, which sort the co-mingled waste 
into different resource streams, almost 
always have more than one input source 
and so the weighed tonnages of each 
stream coming out of the plant are 
assigned pro-rata to each source i.e. 
based on their input tonnages as a 
percentage of all input tonnages for that 
period. Weighbridge dockets are 
generated which form the basis for 
statutory Waste Transfer Notes (WTNs) as 
the waste moves further down the 
treatment chain/onto reprocessors. These 
WTNs and/or internal reports (which also 
form the basis for invoices) are then sent 
to the council on a monthly basis. These 
are summarised on a quarterly basis and 
organised into the relevant WDF 
questions/categories and finally input by 
hand into the WDF web portal. 
 
Data providers (councils in Northern 
Ireland) are supplied with technical 
guidance documents outlining the 
methodologies that should be used in the 
collection, reporting and validation of the 
data returns. These documents can be 
accessed on the WDF website. 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
http://www.wastedataflow.org/documents/guidancenotes/NorthernIreland/OtherGuidanceNotes/WfHrecyclingguidanceNI_v2.pdf
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www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx
#NorthernIrelandGuidance 
 
Population Data 
Population data used to calculate KPI (p), 
household waste arisings per capita, are 
taken from the 2017 mid-year estimates, 
produced by NISRA, and were the most up 
to date available at the time of publication. 
 
Household Data 
Household data used to calculate KPI (h), 
household waste arisings per household, 
are based on the Land and Property 
Services (LPS) housing stock for Quarter 4 
and annual reports.  For quarters 1-3 
reports, housing stock plus the number of 
quarterly new dwelling completions up to 
and including the quarter to which that 
report relates.  Note these household 
figures do not include caravans.  An 
adjustment is made to account for the 
estimated number of vacant properties. A 
council-specific occupancy rate was 
calculated from 2011 Census data and is 
applied to the LPS data. The datasets can 
be accessed from the LPS website. 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/housing-stock-statistics 
 
https://www.finance-
ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-
research/new-dwelling-statistics 
 
Data Quality 
The data are provisional and may change 
when all returns have undergone 
validation at the end of the year. The data 
were downloaded from WDF on 29 June 
2018. At that time, all the councils had 
made a return, giving a 100% response 
rate. 
 
Information contained in this report has 
been sourced from WasteDataFlow (WDF) 
which is the web based system for local 
authority collected municipal waste data 
reporting by UK local authorities to central 
government. The data in this report are 
based on returns made to WDF by 
councils in Northern Ireland at the end of 

the quarter. Although these quarterly data 
have been validated by the Department 
prior to release, the data should be treated 
as provisional since they will undergo 
further validation. 
 
The fully validated figures that are published 
in the annual report have undergone audit by 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) 
and further validation by Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch (SASB). The 
annual validation acts as a check that all 
issues raised at the quarterly validation stage 
have been addressed. Additional validation 
checks incorporated later in the working year 
are then also applied backwards to all 
quarters in the reporting year via the annual 
validation. 
 
The fully validated figures for 2017/18 are 
scheduled to be published in November 
2018.   
 
Strengths of Data 
Data are derived from WDF with full 
coverage for all councils to support 
statutory NILAS diversion targets. As the 
data are derived from an administrative 
system, they provide a complete picture of 
council controlled waste activity in NI.  
 
Validation and audits 
Various validation checks are carried out 
by both NIEA and SASB. Validations are 
conducted for each individual question, 
with additional global validations carried 
out to ensure that total tonnage of waste 
types is equal to the sum of the 
component parts. Any discrepancies are 
queried with the data provider. Variance 
checks are employed as an integral part of 
the production process. 
 
In addition, NIEA carry out a year round 
programme of audits of WDF returns by 
individual councils. These audits are 
conducted under Regulation 10 (6)(a) of 
the NILAS Regulations. Councils are 
selected from each waste management 
group and contacted by telephone, letter 
and e-mail informing them of NIEA’s 
intention to audit. The audit involves 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
http://www.wastedataflow.org/htm/datasets.aspx#NorthernIrelandGuidance
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/housing-stock-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
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checking and confirming relevant data 
submitted as a NILAS return to the 
Monitoring Authority via WDF. One quarter 
of each council’s municipal waste returns 
are selected, generally being the most 
recent submission. The areas being 
inspected relate to: 
i. landfilling of municipal waste, 
ii. collection, recycling, reuse and recovery 

of municipal waste, 
iii. the standard of reporting/evidence for 

end destinations of recycled materials. 
 
Councils are asked to provide original 
documentation to support reported figures 
in the WDF system for the quarter in 
question. Any anomalies or discrepancies 
are subsequently queried with the relevant 
council. As WDF data can usually only be 
amended at council level, it is then 
necessary to ‘reject’ or release the data 
back to the waste management group and 
subsequently back to the council so that it 
might be corrected as appropriate. 
 
Limitations of Data 
Waste Management Data 
Despite the intensive validation carried out 
on the data prior to publication, any 
administrative system involving manual 
data compilation will always be open to a 
degree of clerical error. 
 
Provisional Status 
In addition, data are not finalised until the 
production of the annual report. For these 
reasons, very small increases or 
decreases in figures (<0.5% or <0.5 
percentage points) are not highlighted in 
the commentary and should be interpreted 
with care. Due to the significant impact of 
in-year revisions at low geographical 
levels, the provisional Council level figures 
should only be viewed as indicative and 
any comparisons made with care and with 
due regard to seasonal factors. 
Departmental policy is to publish revised 
figures with subsequent statistical releases 
unless it is decided that the magnitude of 
the change merits earlier notification. 
Provisional results for each quarter are 
published within four months of the end of 

that quarter. Each quarter will not be 
revised in subsequent quarterly 
publications to minimise revisions and 
confusion for the user. Instead, a final set 
of results will be published in the annual 
dataset in November and this will include 
revised quarterly figures. 
 
Unclassified waste 
Unclassified waste is calculated as a 
residual amount of municipal waste after 
municipal waste sent to landfill, sent for 
recycling (including composting), sent for 
energy recovery and preparing for reuse 
have been accounted for, instead of being 
extracted directly from the WasteDataFlow 
system. The majority of the total 
unclassified tonnage can be attributed to 
moisture and/or gaseous losses. Small 
negative tonnages can arise in the 
unclassified column if more waste is sent 
for treatment in the quarter than was 
actually collected as is more likely at 
councils operating transfer stations. 
Transfer stations move waste quickly but if 
a particular transfer occurs the day after 
arriving, which also happens to be the start 
of the next quarter, then a small 
inconsistency can arise. 
 
Types of waste 
There are many different forms of waste, 
including municipal solid waste, 
commercial and industrial waste, 
construction, demolition and excavation 
waste, hazardous waste, agricultural 
waste, and waste water and sludges. 
 
The latest report on construction, 
demolition and excavation waste arisings 
is for 2009/10: 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-
demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-
use-and-disposal-northern-ireland  
 
Following on from the UK’s agreement to 
revise its interpretation of ‘municipal waste’ 
to include much more commercial and 
industrial waste than previously; it should 
be noted that this report, as with all 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-demolition-and-excavation-waste-arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-ireland
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previous ones, reflects local authority 
collected municipal waste only. 
 
Material Recovery Facilities 
MRFs usually have more than one input 
source and the pro-rata assignment to 
each source based on their input tonnages 
can lead to a small over or under 
estimation of the actual tonnage being 
recovered from each individual source. 
 
Capture Rates 
Capture rates are no longer included in the 
body of the report but are still available in 
the data tables appendix. The calculations 
for capture rates are based on a 
Compositional Study undertaken in 2007-
08 and may not accurately reflect the 
current situation. However, it is the best 
available estimation of the proportions of 
the primary waste categories contained 
within kerbside residual waste. Levels of 
uncertainty around the results of the 
Compositional Study are discussed in the 
full report. 
 
The accuracy of these estimates is 
expected to decrease over time as 
household recycling habits continue to 
change. 
 
Waste Crime 
Waste crime is the unauthorised 
management of waste, including illegal 
dumping. It can be difficult to quantify the 
impact of such activity upon these official 
figures as it is not always possible to 
determine the source, date and tonnage of 
illegally deposited waste. Where possible 
the extent and any implications of such 
activity will be communicated to users. 
 
Rounding and Summing 
It should be noted that in some instances 
totals may not add up due to rounding. If 
tonnages work out to be less than 0.5 
tonnes, they will be rounded to zero.  
 
On occasion percentages work out to be 
less than 0.1% or more than 99.9%. Users 
should be aware that in such cases, the 

percentage is rounded to zero or 100% 
respectively. 
 
Whilst tonnages may be summed over 
councils and/or Waste Management 
Groups to give totals for higher level 
geographies, such totals may suffer from 
rounding errors when compared with any 
given totals. 
 
However where fractions or proportions, 
such as recycling rates, waste arisings per 
capita etc are stated for councils or waste 
management groups, these indicators 
cannot be simply added or averaged to 
produce a rate for a higher level 
geography. Such information is often 
available in the data tables appendix, or 
otherwise may be available upon request. 
 
Notation and Terminology 
Please see the glossary (appendix 2) for 
clarification of key terms. 
 
Guidance on using data 
The data contained in the publication are 
presented on a quarterly basis. Many of 
the figures show seasonal variation, 
particularly composting, to a lesser extent 
recycling, and consequently overall waste 
arisings. It is therefore advisable that data 
for the current quarter be compared with 
both the previous quarter (to gauge the 
most recent direction of activity) and, more 
importantly, the same quarter in the 
previous year (to consider seasonal 
impact).  
 
Care needs to be taken in interpreting the 
long-term trends of an annual dataset with 
that of a quarterly release of provisional 
data. The revisions that can happen to 
quarterly data and the balancing of 
tonnages across quarters could mean that 
different trends are observed in the 
provisional year to date and the finalised 
annual figures. The provisional quarterly 
figures are the best available at the time of 
publication, however they are subject to 
change following further validation 
activities such as audits. 
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If finalised figures are required by the user 
then the latest annual local authority 
collected municipal waste management 
report should be used, bearing in mind 
these figures may not necessarily reflect 
the situation this year. The latest annual 
report (2016/17) is available via the 
DAERA website:  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-
local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-
management-statistics-2016  
 
Waste Management information 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom and 
Europe 
While it is our intention to direct users to 
waste management information elsewhere 
in the UK and Europe, users should be 
aware that local authority collected 
municipal waste statistics in other 
administrations are not always measured 
in a comparable manner to those in 
Northern Ireland. Details of waste 
management data published elsewhere in 
the UK and Europe can be found at the 
following links. 
 
England 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections
/waste-and-recycling-statistics 
 
Scotland 
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste
/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/ 
 
Wales 
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-
research/local-authority-municipal-waste-
management/?lang=en 
 
Ireland 
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/ 
 
European Union Member States 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_stati
stics 
 
The basis of the data collection across the 
UK using WDF is broadly consistent, 
however there are some minor definitional 

differences such as NI recycling KPIs do 
include material used as ‘backfill’ (using 
suitable waste material to refill an 
excavation instead of non-waste material) 
which is not directly comparable with the 
revised Waste Framework Directive 
recycling measurements. 
 
The meetings of the WasteDataFlow 
Operational Group ensure a conscious 
effort to share waste management 
developments on a UK-wide basis with 
Northern Ireland representation on this 
group.  
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-
northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012 
 
A National Statistics Publication 
National Statistics are produced to a high 
professional standard. They undergo 
regular quality assurance reviews to 
ensure that they meet customer needs. 
They are produced free from any political 
interference.  
 
The UK Statistics Authority has designated 
these statistics as National Statistics, in 
accordance with the Statistics and 
Registration Service Act 2007 and 
signifying compliance with the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics.  
Designation can be broadly interpreted to 
mean that the statistics:  

-  meet identified user needs;  
- are well explained and readily 

accessible;  
- are produced according to sound 

methods; and  
- are managed impartially and objectively 

in the public interest.  
 
Once statistics have been designated as 
National Statistics it is a statutory 
requirement that the Code of Practice shall 
continue to be observed.  
 
The Department demonstrates its 
commitment to the Code of Practice by 
publishing a series of supporting 
statements related to its use of 
administrative data, publication strategy, 

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-management-statistics-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/waste-and-recycling-statistics
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://www.sepa.org.uk/environment/waste/waste-data/waste-data-reporting/
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/local-authority-municipal-waste-management/?lang=en
http://www.epa.ie/waste/municipal/
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Municipal_waste_statistics
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-data-flow-northern-ireland-user-group-meeting-2012
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confidentiality arrangements, revisions 
policy, customer service and complaints 
procedure. For details see the statistics 
charter on the DAERA statistics website 
https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-
charter  
 
For further information 
For more information relating to this 
publication, including additional analysis, 
breakdowns of the data or alternative 
formats please contact Statistics and 
Analytical Services Branch. 
 

As we want to engage with users of our 
statistics, we invite you to feedback your 
comments on this publication at any time 
of the year. Contact details are available 
on the front cover of this report and in the 
data tables appendix. 
 
Copyright 
This publication is Crown copyright. It may 
be reproduced free of charge in any format 
or medium. Any material used  
must be acknowledged and the title of the 
publication specified. 
  

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/daeras-statistics-charter
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Appendix 2: Glossary 
 
 
Term 
 

 
Explanation 
 

Anaerobic digestion 

A natural process in which micro-organisms break down 
organic matter, in the absence of oxygen, into biogas (a 
mixture of Carbon Dioxide and Methane) and digestate (a 
nitrogen-rich fertiliser). 

Biodegradable waste 
Any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic 
decomposition, such as food and garden waste, and paper 
and paperboard. 

Bring site An unmanned site with a container or a collection of 
containers for depositing recyclable waste. 

Capture rate for 
household kerbside 
collected waste 

The amount of ‘available’ material that is actually being 
collected for recycling through household kerbside collection 
schemes. 

Civic amenity site A manned site for depositing waste. 

Composting 

An aerobic, biological process in which organic wastes, such 
as garden and kitchen waste, are converted into a stable 
granular material which can be applied to land to improve soil 
structure and enrich the nutrient content of the soil. 

Composting rate 
The percentage of waste sent for composting. It excludes 
waste collected for composting that was rejected at collection 
or at the gate of the reprocessor. 

Dry recycling The recycling of dry materials such as paper, card, cans, 
plastic bottles, mixed plastic, glass. 

Dry recycling rate 

The percentage of waste sent for recycling. It excludes waste 
collected for recycling that was rejected at collection, during 
sorting or at the gate of the recycling reprocessor. It includes 
residual waste which was diverted for recycling but excludes 
waste sent for preparation for reuse. 

Energy recovery rate The percentage of waste sent for energy recovery. It includes 
mixed residual and specific sources components. 

Household waste 

Includes materials (except soil, rubble and plasterboard) 
collected directly from households (e.g. kerbside collections) 
or indirectly (e.g. bring sites, civic amenity sites, collected by 
private and voluntary organisations not included elsewhere or 
street sweepings). 

Kerbside A regular collection of waste from premises. 
Key Performance 
Indicators (KPIs) 

A set of measures used to gauge performance in terms of 
meeting waste strategy targets. 

LAC Local Authority Collected, as in LAC municipal waste. 

Landfill sites 

Any areas of land in which waste is deposited. Landfill sites 
are often located in disused mines or quarries. In areas 
where they are limited or no ready-made voids exist, the 
practice of landraising is sometimes carried out, where waste 
is deposited above ground and the landscape is contoured. 
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Local authority collected 
municipal waste 

Waste which is collected under arrangements made by a 
district council.   

Mixed dry recyclables Waste streams intended for recycling found together with 
each other but separately from other waste.   
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Term Explanation 

Mixed residual waste sent 
for energy recovery 

Combustible residual waste collected from the kerbside and 
civic amenity sites and processed into refuse derived fuel at 
material recovery facilities. 

NILAS Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme 

Non household waste 

Asbestos, beach cleansing, civic amenity sites waste, fly-
tipped materials, gully emptyings, commercial and industrial, 
construction and demolition, grounds waste, highways waste, 
other collected waste and other. 

Other household waste Healthcare waste, bulky waste, street cleaning and other 
household. 

Recycling 

Any recovery operation by which waste materials are 
reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether 
for the original or other purposes. It does not include energy 
recovery and the reprocessing into materials that are used as 
fuels. 

Refuse Derived Fuel 
(RDF) 

Consists largely of organic components of municipal waste 
(such as plastics and biodegradable waste). This can then be 
used in a variety of ways to generate electricity, most 
commonly as an additional fuel used with coal in power 
stations or in cement kilns. 

Regular residual 
household waste Household regular kerbside collection. 

Residual waste Waste that is not sent for preparing for reuse, sent for 
recycling or composting. 

Specific streams e.g. 
wood 

Used in the context of LAC municipal waste sent for energy 
recovery. It is mostly wood but also contains furniture, carpets 
and mattresses, mostly collected from civic amenity sites. 

Waste arisings The amount of waste collected in a given locality over a 
period of time. 

Waste collected for 
disposal to landfill 

Collected for disposal is residual waste that has not been 
sorted to separate out recyclable material from other waste 
before being presented to the Council for collection at various 
locations. 

Waste from households 

Not the same as ‘household waste’. This is a narrower 
definition and includes material (except soil, rubble and 
plasterboard) collected only from households (e.g. kerbside 
collection, bring sites, civic amenity sites or community skips 
managed by councils). 

Waste sent to landfill 

The amount of waste sent to landfill. Excludes residual waste 
which was diverted for energy recovery, recycling or 
composting. Includes household waste collected for energy 
recovery, recycling or composting which was diverted to 
landfill. 
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Term Explanation 

Waste Transfer Note 
(WTN) 

A note which must be created for any transfer of controlled 
waste. The exception to this is householders, who are not 
required to produce transfer notes. 

WasteDataFlow 
The web based system for local authority collected municipal 
waste data reporting by UK local authorities to government 
(www.wastedataflow.org). 

Recycled material types 

Compostable (excluding 
wood) 

Green waste only, green garden waste only, mixed garden 
and food waste, waste food only, other compostable waste 
(excluding wood). 

Construction, Demolition 
and Excavation Plasterboard, rubble and soil. 

Electrical Goods 
Large and small domestic appliances, TVs and monitors, 
fluorescent tubes and other light bulbs, fridges and freezers, 
auto batteries and post consumer batteries. 

Glass Brown, clear, green and mixed glass. 

Metal 
Aluminium, mixed and steel cans, aluminium foil, bicycles, 
aerosols, gas bottles, fire extinguishers and other scrap 
metal. 

Paper and Card Books, card, mixed paper and card, paper, yellow pages and 
cardboard beverage packaging. 

Plastics PET(1), HDPE(2), PVC(3), LDPE(4), PP(5), PS(6), other 
plastics(7), mixed plastic bottles, and plastics. 

Textiles Textiles and footwear, footwear only, textiles only and 
carpets. 

Unclassified Derived category including all other recycled material 
collected not included in the main categories. 

WEEE (Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment) 

As electrical goods above but excluding auto batteries and 
post consumer batteries.  

Wood Wood, chipboard and MDF, composite wood materials and 
wood for composting. 

http://www.wastedataflow.org/
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Appendix 3: List of Acronyms 

This is a list of commonly used acronyms in this report.

arc21 Regional waste management group in Northern Ireland
BLACMW Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste
CIWM   Chartered Institution of Wastes Management 
DAERA  Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
EC    European Commission
EU    European Union
KPI   Key Performance Indicator
LAC    Local Authority Collected
LACMW Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste
LPS    Land and Property Services 
MDR   Mixed Dry Recyclables  
MRF   Materials Recovery Facility
NI   Northern Ireland
NIEA   Northern Ireland Environment Agency
NILAS  Northern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme
NISRA  Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
NWRWMG  North West Regional Waste Management Group
RDF   Refuse Derived Fuel 
SASB  Statistics and Analytical Services Branch, DAERA
UK    United Kingdom
WDF  WasteDataFlow
WEEE Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
WRAP Waste and Resource Action Programme



COUNCIL AREA
Total BPA's Delivered 

(April 2017 to Mar 2018)
Target Jobs Total Jobs Promoted

Total Enquiries (Sep '17 - 

Mar '18)

Antrim & Newtownabbey 124 80 83 198

Armagh Banbridge & Craigavon 276 165 185 341

Belfast 361 325 249 496

Causeway Coast & Glens 267 125 185 301

Derry & Strabane 213 140 139 371

Fermanagh & Omagh 281 170 193 280

Lisburn & Castlereagh 146 85 96 296

Mid & East Antrim 205 85 140 232

Mid Ulster 326 210 223 255

Newry Mourne & Down 245 155 168 230

Ards & North Down 138 85 92 202

TOTAL 2,582 1,625 1,752 3,202

Dashboard Extract : March 2018

Economic Development
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Table 1.1 - Planning applications received and decided trend1

Year Qu
Applications 

received2

M
i
d 
y

Mid year 
estimate per 
10,000 pop.3

Applications 
received per 
10,000 pop.3

Applications 
decided4

Applications 
approved5

Approval 
rate5

Applications 
withdrawn

Q1 7,609 169 45.1 5,845 5,520 94.4%                  632 
Q2 6,793 169 40.2 5,453 5,264 96.5%                  474 
Q3 7,075 169 41.9 5,709 5,380 94.2%                  627 
Q4 8,084 169 47.9 5,798 5,437 93.8%                  655 

Total 29,561 169 175.0 22,805 21,601 94.7%               2,388 

Q1 8,583 170 50.6 5,839 5,446 93.3%                  741 
Q2 8,025 170 47.3 5,765 5,423 94.1%                  529 
Q3 8,272 170 48.7 6,203 5,760 92.9%                  671 
Q4 9,390 170 55.3 6,229 5,699 91.5%                  707 

Total 34,270 170 201.9 24,036 22,328 92.9%               2,648 

Q1 10,041 170 58.9 6,281 5,714 91.0%                  745 
Q2 8,302 170 48.7 5,698 5,319 93.3%                  634 
Q3 8,851 170 51.9 7,675 6,933 90.3%                  743 
Q4 9,399 170 55.1 7,789 6,843 87.9%                  838 

Total 36,593 170 214.6 27,443 24,809 90.4%               2,960 

Q1 10,924 171 63.7 7,032 6,394 90.9%                  797 
Q2 6,889 171 40.2 7,481 6,644 88.8%                  733 
Q3 7,413 171 43.2 7,926 6,147 77.6%               1,162 
Q4 10,130 171 59.1 7,722 5,910 76.5%                  843 

Total 35,356 171 206.3 30,161 25,095 83.2%               3,535 

Q1 7,087 173 41.0 7,719 6,145 79.6%                  511 
Q2 6,375 173 36.9 7,104 5,997 84.4%                  349 
Q3 6,784 173 39.3 7,175 6,008 83.7%                  420 
Q4 6,831 173 39.5 7,086 5,859 82.7%                  433 

Total 27,077 173 156.7 29,084 24,009 82.6%               1,713 

Q1 7,369 174 42.3 7,013 6,057 86.4%                  395 
Q2 7,290 174 41.8 6,689 6,169 92.2%                  387 
Q3 6,979 174 40.0 6,932 6,534 94.3%                  683 
Q4 6,268 174 36.0 5,946 5,593 94.1%                  452 

Total 27,906 174 160.1 26,580 24,353 91.6%               1,917 

Q1 6,375 176 36.2 6,882 6,459 93.9%                  497 
Q2 4,996 176 28.4 6,328 5,989 94.6%                  345 
Q3 4,324 176 24.5 6,048 5,727 94.7%                  355 
Q4 4,774 176 27.1 5,379 5,036 93.6%                  369 

Total 20,469 176 116.2 24,637 23,211 94.2%               1,566 

Q1 5,361 178 30.1 5,434 5,103 93.9%                  331 
Q2 5,021 178 28.2 5,030 4,669 92.8%                  291 
Q3 4,650 178 26.1 5,104 4,803 94.1%                  299 
Q4 4,525 178 25.4 4,655 4,441 95.4%                  274 

Total 19,557 178 109.9 20,223 19,016 94.0%               1,195 

Q1 4,799 179 26.8 4,484 4,280 95.5%                  204 
Q2 4,441 179 24.8 4,598 4,002 87.0%                  437 
Q3 3,730 179 20.8 3,449 2,993 86.8%                  364 
Q4 3,798 179 21.2 3,660 3,181 86.9%                  263 

Total 16,768 179 93.5 16,191 14,456 89.3%               1,268 

Q1 3,941 180 21.8 3,645 3,348 91.9%                  192 
Q2 3,264 180 18.1 3,753 3,455 92.1%                  181 
Q3 3,334 180 18.5 3,451 3,178 92.1%                  170 
Q4 3,141 180 17.4 3,660 3,403 93.0%                  179 

Total 13,680 180 75.8 14,509 13,384 92.2%                  722 

Q1 3,236 181 17.8 3,503 3,291 93.9%                  184 
Q2 2,928 181 16.1 3,402 3,177 93.4%                  177 
Q3 2,910 181 16.0 3,279 3,048 93.0%                  156 
Q4 2,869 181 15.8 3,021 2,827 93.6%                  140 

Total 11,943 181 65.8 13,205 12,343 93.5%                  657 

2012/13

2002/03

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2010/11

2011/12

2006/07

2007/08

2008/09

2009/10



Table 1.1 - Planning applications received and decided trend1

Year Qu
Applications 

received2

M
i
d 
y

Mid year 
estimate per 
10,000 pop.3

Applications 
received per 
10,000 pop.3

Applications 
decided4

Applications 
approved5

Approval 
rate5

Applications 
withdrawn

Q1 2,985 182 16.4 2,849 2,705 94.9%                  129 
Q2 2,721 182 14.9 2,911 2,751 94.5%                  146 
Q3 2,890 182 15.8 2,866 2,707 94.5%                  163 
Q4 3,038 182 16.7 2,608 2,451 94.0%                  153 

Total 11,634 182 63.8 11,234 10,614 94.5%                  591 

Q1 3,373 183 18.4 2,743 2,616 95.4%                  122 
Q2 2,948 183 16.1 2,905 2,691 92.6%                  123 
Q3 3,294 183 18.0 3,001 2,796 93.2%                  134 
Q4 3,249 183 17.8 2,997 2,754 91.9%                  135 

Total 12,864 183 70.3 11,646 10,857 93.2%                  514 

Q1 3,165 184 17.2 2,020 1,909 94.5%                    75 
Q2 2,913 184 15.8 2,801 2,657 94.9%                  119 
Q3 3,045 184 16.5 2,983 2,784 93.3%                  128 
Q4 3,097 184 16.8 3,230 2,991 92.6%                  141 

Total 12,220 184 66.4 11,034 10,341 93.7%                  463 

Q1 3,442 185 18.6 3,498 3,306 94.5%                  143 
Q2 3,048 185 16.5 3,338 3,120 93.5%                  168 
Q3 3,201 185 17.3 2,874 2,661 92.6%                  165 
Q4 3,346 185 18.1 3,247 3,093 95.3%                  181 

Total 13,037 185 70.4 12,957 12,180 94.0%                  657 

2017/18 Q1 3,309 186 17.8 3,304 3,113 94.2%                  158 
Q2 3,222 186 17.3 3,112 2,916 93.7%                  156 
Q3 3,265 186 17.5 3,072 2,858 93.0%                  158 
Q4 3,137 186 16.8 2,826 2,661 94.2%                  153 

Total 12,933 186 69.5 12,314 11,548 93.8%                  625 
Notes:

4 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.

2013/14

1 Numbers of applications refer to all of Northern Ireland, including Departmental applications.

2015/16

2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not 
have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently 
withdrawn.

5 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.

2014/15

2016/17

3 Population figures are based on NISRA Mid Year Estimates, and due to the timing of this data being published each year, the 
population figures for each financial year are based on the Mid Year Estmates of the previous year, e.g. for 2017/18, 2016 Mid 
Year Estimates have been used.



Table 1.2 - Planning applications received and decided by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division 5
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 199 274 390 422 344 210 249 260 219 330 405 7 3,309

Jul-Sep 2017 183 231 289 495 320 223 253 242 197 376 413 0 3,222

Oct-Dec 2017 172 229 355 420 331 226 270 266 249 355 389 3 3,265

Jan-Mar 2018 176 235 297 471 291 207 264 252 226 354 363 1 3,137

2017/18 730 969 1,331 1,808 1,286 866 1,036 1,020 891 1,415 1,570 11 12,933

2016/17 798 1,022 1,383 1,786 1,311 897 1,062 1,016 861 1,392 1,491 18 13,037

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18 -68 -53 -52 22 -25 -31 -26 4 30 23 79 -7 -104

Mid year pop. estimates 2016 (NISRA) 141,032 159,593 210,260 339,579 143,525 150,142 115,799 141,181 137,821 145,389 177,816 n/a 1,862,137

Mid year estimate 2016 per 10,000 14 16 21 34 14 15 12 14 14 15 18 n/a 186

2017/18 Per 10,000 pop.4 51.8 60.7 63.3 53.2 89.6 57.7 89.5 72.2 64.6 97.3 88.3 n/a 69.5

Apr-Jun 2017 199 262 298 451 256 258 266 289 212 345 460 8 3,304

Jul-Sep 2017 182 266 298 442 250 226 239 269 211 315 413 1 3,112

Oct-Dec 2017 190 229 283 505 260 238 273 185 213 286 406 4 3,072

Jan-Mar 2018 149 228 244 409 293 229 235 214 234 254 333 4 2,826

2017/18 720 985 1,123 1,807 1,059 951 1,013 957 870 1,200 1,612 17 12,314

2016/17 799 906 1,423 1,707 1,301 850 1,004 1,038 824 1,327 1,757 21 12,957

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18 -79 79 -300 100 -242 101 9 -81 46 -127 -145 -4 -643

Apr-Jun 2017 178 254 288 431 244 250 249 276 188 338 409 8 3,113

Jul-Sep 2017 167 258 285 391 242 217 228 251 196 308 372 1 2,916

Oct-Dec 2017 179 218 270 460 240 228 260 172 202 279 347 3 2,858

Jan-Mar 2018 144 219 233 387 273 227 219 198 216 249 293 3 2,661

2017/18 668 949 1,076 1,669 999 922 956 897 802 1,174 1,421 15 11,548

2016/17 746 880 1,358 1,625 1,210 791 944 987 771 1,300 1,552 16 12,180

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18 -78 69 -282 44 -211 131 12 -90 31 -126 -131 -1 -632

Apr-Jun 2017 89.4% 96.9% 96.6% 95.6% 95.3% 96.9% 93.6% 95.5% 88.7% 98.0% 88.9% 100.0% 94.2%

Jul-Sep 2017 91.8% 97.0% 95.6% 88.5% 96.8% 96.0% 95.4% 93.3% 92.9% 97.8% 90.1% 100.0% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 94.2% 95.2% 95.4% 91.1% 92.3% 95.8% 95.2% 93.0% 94.8% 97.6% 85.5% 75.0% 93.0%

Jan-Mar 2018 96.6% 96.1% 95.5% 94.6% 93.2% 99.1% 93.2% 92.5% 92.3% 98.0% 88.0% 75.0% 94.2%

2017/18 92.8% 96.3% 95.8% 92.4% 94.3% 97.0% 94.4% 93.7% 92.2% 97.8% 88.2% 88.2% 93.8%

2016/17 93.4% 97.1% 95.4% 95.2% 93.0% 93.1% 94.0% 95.1% 93.6% 98.0% 88.3% 76.2% 94.0%

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -0.6 -0.8 0.4 -2.8 1.3 3.9 0.3 -1.4 -1.4 -0.1 -0.2 12.0 -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 7 16 14 20 9 21 12 19 7 13 20 0 158

Jul-Sep 2017 12 9 18 18 27 21 7 10 5 12 17 0 156

Oct-Dec 2017 11 9 19 21 25 8 13 13 6 11 22 0 158

Jan-Mar 2018 9 11 20 14 29 7 13 13 8 13 16 0 153

2017/18 39 45 71 73 90 57 45 55 26 49 75 0 625

2016/17 26 56 58 57 94 67 52 37 30 57 118 5 657

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18 13 -11 13 16 -4 -10 -7 18 -4 -8 -43 -5 -32

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

5 Called in applications received by the Department are reported in the quarter they were originally received by the councils and not the date the Department called them in. These applications, although 
recieved by a Council, are reported in Strategic Planning Division as this is the Planning Authority recorded on the Portal.
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2 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
3 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
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1 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include 
applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.

4  Population figures are based on NISRA Mid Year Estimates, and due to the timing of this data being published each year, the population figures for each financial year are based on the Mid Year Estmates 
of the previous year, e.g. for 2017/18, 2016 Mid Year Estimates have been used.



Table 1.3 - Live applications trend

Year Qu

Live 
applications > 

1 yr
All live 

applications1

Proportion of 
applications 

> 1 yr
Q1 3,896                  11,045                35.3%
Q2 3,429                  10,554                32.5%
Q3 3,193                  10,642                30.0%
Q4 2,637                  10,313                25.6%

Q1 2,560                  10,440                24.5%
Q2 2,465                  9,677                  25.5%
Q3 2,397                  9,359                  25.6%
Q4 2,275                  8,561                  26.6%

Q1 2,379                  8,127                  29.3%
Q2 2,126                  7,331                  29.0%
Q3 1,896                  6,781                  28.0%
Q4 1,701                  6,495                  26.2%

Q1 1,610                  6,513                  24.7%
Q2 1,425                  6,079                  23.4%
Q3 1,295                  5,940                  21.8%
Q4 1,207                  6,102                  19.8%

Q1 1,216                  6,622                  18.4%
Q2 1,139                  6,529                  17.4%
Q3 1,071                  6,680                  16.0%
Q4 977                     6,715                  14.5%

Q1 1,149                  7,714                  14.9%
Q2 1,238                  7,706                  16.1%
Q3 1,378                  7,640                  18.0%
Q4 1,445                  7,366                  19.6%

2016/17 Q1 1,474                  7,163                  20.6%
Q2 1,375                  6,705                  20.5%
Q3 1,317                  6,867                  19.2%
Q4 1,220                  6,785                  18.0%

2017/18 Q1 1,156                  6,598                  17.5%
Q2 1,110                  6,552                  16.9%
Q3 1,024                  6,587                  15.5%
Q4 1,036                  6,745                  15.4%

Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:
1 Numbers of live applications refer to all of Northern Ireland, including 
Departmental applications.

2011/12

2010/11

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16



Table 1.4 - Live applications by Council1

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils

< 6 mnths 225       334       464       649       477       272       304       428       221       547       510       4,431    

6 - 12 mnths 24         122       148       132       232       77         42         138       33         155       165       1,268    

> 1 yr 12         115       126       96         109       104       24         93         16         122       197       1,014    

All1 261       571       738       877       818       453       370       659       270       824       872       6,713    

Proportion > 1 yr 4.6% 20.1% 17.1% 10.9% 13.3% 23.0% 6.5% 14.1% 5.9% 14.8% 22.6% 15.1%

< 6 mnths 191       343       455       600       545       299       281       415       231       492       516       4,368    

6 - 12 mnths 36         121       140       120       196       74         52         123       41         124       156       1,183    

> 1 yr 16         111       110       109       108       109       21         96         14         121       186       1,001    

All1 243       575       705       829       849       482       354       634       286       737       858       6,552    

Proportion > 1 yr 6.6% 19.3% 15.6% 13.1% 12.7% 22.6% 5.9% 15.1% 4.9% 16.4% 21.7% 15.3%

< 6 mnths 212       363       435       669       526       281       277       357       193       459       541       4,313    

6 - 12 mnths 34         108       112       131       181       97         64         100       43         98         148       1,116    

> 1 yr 26         113       105       135       96         124       29         109       20         122       208       1,087    

All1 272       584       652       935       803       502       370       566       256       679       897       6,516    

Proportion > 1 yr 9.6% 19.3% 16.1% 14.4% 12.0% 24.7% 7.8% 19.3% 7.8% 18.0% 23.2% 16.7%

< 6 mnths 217       420       472       628       527       284       297       367       228       399       545       4,384    

6 - 12 mnths 37         99         97         137       153       94         36         104       34         111       143       1,045    

> 1 yr 29         109       110       135       80         148       30         132       13         120       226       1,132    

All1 283       628       679       900       760       526       363       603       275       630       914       6,561    

Proportion > 1 yr 10.2% 17.4% 16.2% 15.0% 10.5% 28.1% 8.3% 21.9% 4.7% 19.0% 24.7% 17.3%

< 6 mnths 231       416       401       636       480       315       323       365       221       413       565       4,366    

6 - 12 mnths 38         120       97         174       122       118       40         133       45         145       158       1,190    

> 1 yr 24         101       104       149       78         164       32         155       16         102       268       1,193    

All1 293       637       602       959       680       597       395       653       282       660       991       6,749    

Proportion > 1 yr 8.2% 15.9% 17.3% 15.5% 11.5% 27.5% 8.1% 23.7% 5.7% 15.5% 27.0% 17.7%
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:
1 This table excludes Departmental applications.
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Table 1.5 - Planning applications received and decided by Parliamentary Constituency1,2,3

Belfast East
Belfast North
Belfast South
Belfast W

est
East Antrim

East Londonderry

Fermanagh and South 

Tyrone

Foyle
Lagan Valley

Mid Ulster
Newry and Armagh

North Antrim
North Down

South Antrim
South Down
Strangford

Upper Bann
W

est Tyrone
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 108 93 228 69 115 264 226 127 198 247 269 228 158 182 261 176 193 167 3,309

Jul-Sep 2017 113 99 254 98 107 235 230 133 196 283 244 202 117 165 247 182 129 188 3,222

Oct-Dec 2017 97 91 219 80 139 258 253 128 219 262 226 224 127 150 278 163 159 192 3,265

Jan-Mar 2018 126 92 256 70 120 198 240 121 198 263 223 233 115 142 227 176 144 193 3,137

2017/18 444 375 957 317 481 955 949 509 811 1,055 962 887 517 639 1,013 697 625 740 12,933

2016/17 454 434 895 301 485 900 945 555 816 1,031 897 919 552 699 1,011 694 686 763 13,037

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -10 -59 62 16 -4 55 4 -46 -5 24 65 -32 -35 -60 2 3 -61 -23 -104

Apr-Jun 2017 105 95 252 72 126 173 234 170 223 258 239 212 149 172 282 182 175 185 3,304

Jul-Sep 2017 108 99 235 87 106 199 212 119 208 231 216 193 147 158 273 167 159 195 3,112

Oct-Dec 2017 115 114 246 79 111 181 234 136 158 202 245 211 120 168 252 160 127 213 3,072

Jan-Mar 2018 107 81 203 68 145 217 206 141 182 181 172 202 120 131 239 156 103 172 2,826

2017/18 435 389 936 306 488 770 886 566 771 872 872 818 536 629 1,046 665 564 765 12,314

2016/17 453 413 851 296 454 935 923 500 826 975 1,052 881 494 710 1,137 659 675 723 12,957

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -18 -24 85 10 34 -165 -37 66 -55 -103 -180 -63 42 -81 -91 6 -111 42 -643

Apr-Jun 2017 103 90 240 68 111 167 230 165 214 252 216 195 148 153 257 167 169 168 3,113

Jul-Sep 2017 98 85 214 76 99 191 204 114 193 225 193 184 142 144 255 160 152 187 2,916

Oct-Dec 2017 108 106 219 74 105 165 230 132 148 195 222 199 114 156 214 151 120 200 2,858

Jan-Mar 2018 100 78 193 66 132 207 196 139 166 177 154 186 116 126 212 147 101 165 2,661

2017/18 409 359 866 284 447 730 860 550 721 849 785 764 520 579 938 625 542 720 11,548

2016/17 440 398 802 282 421 859 888 485 778 956 961 832 490 659 1,015 611 650 653 12,180

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -31 -39 64 2 26 -129 -28 65 -57 -107 -176 -68 30 -80 -77 14 -108 67 -632

Apr-Jun 2017 98.1% 94.7% 95.2% 94.4% 88.1% 96.5% 98.3% 97.1% 96.0% 97.7% 90.4% 92.0% 99.3% 89.0% 91.1% 91.8% 96.6% 90.8% 94.2%

Jul-Sep 2017 90.7% 85.9% 91.1% 87.4% 93.4% 96.0% 96.2% 95.8% 92.8% 97.4% 89.4% 95.3% 96.6% 91.1% 93.4% 95.8% 95.6% 95.9% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 93.9% 93.0% 89.0% 93.7% 94.6% 91.2% 98.3% 97.1% 93.7% 96.5% 90.6% 94.3% 95.0% 92.9% 84.9% 94.4% 94.5% 93.9% 93.0%

Jan-Mar 2018 93.5% 96.3% 95.1% 97.1% 91.0% 95.4% 95.1% 98.6% 91.2% 97.8% 89.5% 92.1% 96.7% 96.2% 88.7% 94.2% 98.1% 95.9% 94.2%

2017/18 94.0% 92.3% 92.5% 92.8% 91.6% 94.8% 97.1% 97.2% 93.5% 97.4% 90.0% 93.4% 97.0% 92.1% 89.7% 94.0% 96.1% 94.1% 93.8%

2016/17 97.1% 96.4% 94.2% 95.3% 92.7% 91.9% 96.2% 97.0% 94.2% 98.1% 91.3% 94.4% 99.2% 92.8% 89.3% 92.7% 96.3% 90.3% 94.0%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -3.1 -4.1 -1.7 -2.5 -1.1 2.9 0.9 0.2 -0.7 -0.7 -1.3 -1.0 -2.2 -0.8 0.4 1.3 -0.2 3.8 -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 5 3 6 7 5 12 10 9 18 11 12 5 8 8 15 10 3 11 158

Jul-Sep 2017 6 5 9 2 3 28 11 7 11 6 9 8 1 9 13 8 9 11 156

Oct-Dec 2017 0 2 21 1 5 21 7 5 9 9 14 6 3 11 16 8 10 10 158

Jan-Mar 2018 5 2 8 3 6 20 7 5 11 13 14 12 5 8 11 8 8 7 153

2017/18 16 12 44 13 19 81 35 26 49 39 49 31 17 36 55 34 30 39 625

2016/17 12 10 34 8 21 82 44 37 36 43 56 38 31 24 74 44 22 41 657

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 4 2 10 5 -2 -1 -9 -11 13 -4 -7 -7 -14 12 -19 -10 8 -2 -32
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

1 The method of classifying the Parliamentary Constituencies is based on the x and y co-ordinates as recorded on the planning application in conjunction with Westminster Parliamentary Constituency boundaries (2008).

4 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
5 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
6 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.

2 Parliamentary Constituency has been assigned based on the areas from which applications arise rather than processing authorities.
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3 Numbers of applications refer to all of Northern Ireland, including Departmental applications.



Table 2.1 - Departmental applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by 
development type

Regionally significant 5
Retained Section 26 

(former Article 31) 6
Retained Section 29 

(former non-A31) 7

Called-in 8

Other 9
All applications

Apr-Jun 2017 1 n/a n/a 2 4 7

Jul-Sep 2017 0 n/a n/a 0 0 0

Oct-Dec 2017 1 n/a n/a 2 1 4

Jan-Mar 2018 0 n/a n/a 1 1 2

2017/18 2 n/a n/a 5 6 13

2016/17 2 n/a n/a 13 6 21

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 n/a n/a -8 0 -8

Apr-Jun 2017 1 0 2 3 2 8

Jul-Sep 2017 0 1 0 0 0 1

Oct-Dec 2017 0 1 1 0 2 4

Jan-Mar 2018 0 3 0 0 1 4

2017/18 1 5 3 3 5 17

2016/17 1 6 1 10 3 21

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 -1 2 -7 2 -4

Apr-Jun 2017 1 0 2 3 2 8

Jul-Sep 2017 0 1 0 0 0 1

Oct-Dec 2017 0 1 1 0 2 4

Jan-Mar 2018 0 3 0 0 1 4

2017/18 1 5 3 3 5 17

2016/17 1 2 0 10 3 16

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 3 3 -7 2 1

Apr-Jun 2017 100.0% - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Jul-Sep 2017 - 100.0% - - - 100.0%

Oct-Dec 2017 - 100.0% 100.0% - 100.0% 100.0%

Jan-Mar 2018 - 100.0% - - 100.0% 100.0%

2017/18 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

2016/17 100.0% 33.3% 0.0% 100.0% 100.0% 76.2%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 0.0 66.7 - 0.0 0.0 23.8-
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Table 2.1 - Departmental applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by 
development type

Regionally significant 5
Retained Section 26 

(former Article 31) 6
Retained Section 29 

(former non-A31) 7

Called-in 8

Other 9
All applications

Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0

Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 0 0

2017/18 0 0 0 0 0 0

2016/17 0 2 2 0 1 5

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 -2 -2 0 -1 -5

Apr-Jun 2017 22.6 - 179.2 38.0 18.3 38.0

Jul-Sep 2017 - 172.2 - - - 172.2

Oct-Dec 2017 - 183.8 313.2 - 39.5 117.2

Jan-Mar 2018 - 219.2 - - 62.0 190.9

2017/18 22.6 183.8 179.4 38.0 28.4 64.6

2016/17 41.6 354.9 274.0 11.0 130.2 125.9

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -19.0 -171.1 -94.6 27.0 -101.8 -61.3

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

Notations:
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9 Other applications include Conservation Area Consents, Variation of Conditions and Reserved Matters applications for the Department.

"-": Where no decisions have been made, approval rates/average processing times cannot be calculated and "-" has been inserted.
"n/a":  For received applications, not applicable as the Department will no longer be receiving these types of applications.  
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1 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received 
in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
2 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
3 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
4 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the 
decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  For 'called-in' applications the date the application is called in by the Department is used 
instead of the date the application is deemed valid.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential 
to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".
5 Regionally significant developments (RSD) are similar to former Article 31 applications in that they will be determined by the Department.  These 
developments have a critical contribution to make to the economic and social success of Northern Ireland as a whole, or a substantial part of the 
region.
6 Retained Section 26 (former Article 31) applications are Major applications being processed by the Department as Article 31 (under the Planning 
(NI) Order 1991) and, where a decision had not issued before 1 April 2015, which will now be determined under Section 26 of the Planning Act 
(NI) 2011.
7 Retained Section 29 (former non Article 31) applications are those being dealt with by the Department’s Strategic Planning Division which were 

close to determination at 1 April 2015 and which were retained for determination as if the Department had called them in under Section 29 of the 
Planning Act (NI) 2015.
8 Called-in applications are those initially made to councils where the Minister/Department directs that these should fall to the Department for 
determination.



Table 2.2 - Live Departmental applications by development type

Regionally significant 1

Retained Section 26 

(former Article 31) 2
Retained Section 29 

(former non-A31) 3

Called-in 4

Other 5
All applications

< 6 mnths 1 0 0 3 2 6

6 - 12 mnths 1 0 0 2 3 6

> 1 yr 6 3 6 4 1 20

All 8 3 6 9 6 32

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 75.0% 100.0% 100.0% 44.4% 16.7% 62.5%

< 6 mnths 1 0 0 2 1 4

6 - 12 mnths 2 0 0 3 3 8

> 1 yr 5 6 6 3 2 22

All 8 6 6 8 6 34

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 62.5% 100.0% 100.0% 37.5% 33.3% 64.7%
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< 6 mnths 1 0 0 2 4 7

6 - 12 mnths 1 0 0 1 2 4

> 1 yr 5 7 7 3 1 23

All 7 7 7 6 7 34

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 71.4% 100.0% 100.0% 50.0% 14.3% 67.6%
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< 6 mnths 2 0 0 3 4 9

6 - 12 mnths 0 0 0 0 2 2

> 1 yr 5 8 7 3 1 24

All 7 8 7 6 7 35

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 71.4% 100.0% 100.0% 50.0% 14.3% 68.6%

< 6 mnths 2 0 0 1 4 7

6 - 12 mnths 1 0 0 3 1 5

> 1 yr 4 8 9 3 0 24

All 7 8 9 7 5 36

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 57.1% 100.0% 100.0% 42.9% 0.0% 66.7%
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

5 Other applications include Conservation Area Consents, Variation of Conditions and Reserved Matters 
applications for the Department.

3 Retained Section 29 (former non Article 31) applications are those being dealt with by the Department’s 

Strategic Planning Division which were close to determination at 1 April 2015 and which were retained for 
determination as if the Department had called them in under Section 29 of the Planning Act (NI) 2015.
4 Called-in applications are those initially made to councils where the Minister/Department directs that these 
should fall to the Department for determination.

Po
si

tio
n 

at
 3

0t
h 

Ju
ne

 
20

17
Po

si
tio

n 
at

 3
1s

t M
ar

ch
 

20
17

1 Regionally significant developments (RSD) are similar to former Article 31 applications in that they will be 
determined by the Department.  These developments have a critical contribution to make to the economic and 
social success of Northern Ireland as a whole, or a substantial part of the region.
2 Retained Section 26 (former Article 31) applications are Major applications being processed by the 
Department as Article 31 (under the Planning (NI) Order 1991) and, where a decision had not issued before 1 
April 2015, which will now be determined under Section 26 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011.



Table 3.1 - Major Development1,2,3 applications received and decided trend

Year Qu
Applications 

received4
Applications 

decided5
Applications 

approved6 Approval rate6
Applications 

withdrawn

Average 
processing 

time (wks)7,8

2015/16 Q1 109 57 54 94.7% 3 35.4
Q2 3 75 64 85.3% 5 41.0
Q3 15 73 64 87.7% 3 46.5
Q4 18 76 62 81.6% 5 54.9

Total 145 281 244 86.8% 16 46.2

2016/17 Q1 28 41 39 95.1% 2 65.2
Q2 35 60 53 88.3% 6 73.6
Q3 45 52 47 90.4% 5 71.2
Q4 34 39 36 92.3% 6 43.0

Total 142 192 175 91.1% 19 68.6

2017/18 Q1 40 52 50 96.2% 6 60.8
Q2 36 36 33 91.7% 3 54.0
Q3 42 48 44 91.7% 1 49.0
Q4 43 40 36 90.0% 3 45.3

Total 161 176 163 92.6% 13 50.2
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

5 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.

1 Major Developments have important economic, social and environmental implications for a council area.  The 
majority of major applications are multiple housing, commercial and government and civic types of development.

8 The average processing time excludes departmental applications as these are not subject to the new statutory 
target.

6 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued 
in the same time period.

4 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications 
decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications 
which may be subsequently withdrawn.

7 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed 
valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the 
average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may 
not be considered as "typical".

2 A validation exercise highlighted some inconsistencies in local development classification between 2015/16 and 
2014/15 when the new classification hierarchy was first administratively implemented. It was decided, therefore, 
that 2015/16 will be the base year for comparisons of major and local development activity. 
3 From 1st July 2015 pre-application community consultation became a pre-requisite to a major application. This 
means that major applications will not be accepted until they have gone through this minimum 12 week process 
and notice has been submitted to the council or Department.



Table 3.2 - Major Development1,2 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Council

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils 6

Apr-Jun 2017 2 4 3 3 2 2 5 4 4 3 3 35

Jul-Sep 2017 1 2 3 4 6 5 2 4 2 4 3 36

Oct-Dec 2017 3 0 2 9 6 2 1 4 6 8 1 42

Jan-Mar 2018 7 2 3 4 4 7 4 4 4 3 1 43

2017/18 13 8 11 20 18 16 12 16 16 18 8 156

2016/17 14 10 13 27 10 18 8 10 9 12 8 139

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1 -2 -2 -7 8 -2 4 6 7 6 0 17

Apr-Jun 2017 2 3 5 11 3 9 1 7 2 0 5 48

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 4 6 2 3 4 4 3 6 2 35

Oct-Dec 2017 7 1 4 5 0 2 8 4 3 5 5 44

Jan-Mar 2018 5 2 2 6 4 9 2 3 1 0 3 37

2017/18 15 6 15 28 9 23 15 18 9 11 15 164

2016/17 9 12 17 36 11 17 22 14 10 11 26 185

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 6 -6 -2 -8 -2 6 -7 4 -1 0 -11 -21

Apr-Jun 2017 2 3 5 11 2 9 0 7 2 0 5 46

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 4 6 2 3 3 2 3 6 2 32

Oct-Dec 2017 7 1 4 5 0 2 7 4 3 4 4 41

Jan-Mar 2018 5 2 2 6 2 8 2 3 1 0 3 34

2017/18 15 6 15 28 6 22 12 16 9 10 14 153

2016/17 7 12 17 34 11 15 20 11 10 11 24 172

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 8 -6 -2 -6 -5 7 -8 5 -1 -1 -10 -19

Apr-Jun 2017 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 66.7% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 100.0% - 100.0% 95.8%

Jul-Sep 2017 100.0% - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 75.0% 50.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 91.4%

Oct-Dec 2017 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - 100.0% 87.5% 100.0% 100.0% 80.0% 80.0% 93.2%

Jan-Mar 2018 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 50.0% 88.9% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - 100.0% 91.9%

2017/18 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 66.7% 95.7% 80.0% 88.9% 100.0% 90.9% 93.3% 93.3%

2016/17 77.8% 100.0% 100.0% 94.4% 100.0% 88.2% 90.9% 78.6% 100.0% 100.0% 92.3% 93.0%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 22.2 0.0 0.0 5.6 -33.3 7.4 -10.9 10.3 0.0 -9.1 1.0 0.3

Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 0 6

Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3

Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 3

2017/18 0 0 0 2 1 4 0 3 1 2 0 13

2016/17 4 1 1 1 4 2 0 1 1 0 1 16

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -4 -1 -1 1 -3 2 0 2 0 2 -1 -3
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Table 3.2 - Major Development1,2 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Council

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils 6

Average processing time (wks)7

Apr-Jun 2017 27.9 97.8 32.6 77.9 67.4 45.7 94.4 70.1 16.0 77.5 91.8 60.8

Jul-Sep 2017 23.6 - 61.1 41.4 119.7 58.0 59.2 306.3 10.6 39.4 187.4 54.0

Oct-Dec 2017 47.4 63.2 23.4 41.0 - 423.0 29.6 88.7 43.4 44.4 185.2 49.0

Jan-Mar 2018 38.8 37.3 55.6 48.3 41.0 69.4 74.2 39.6 126.8 - 160.0 45.3

2017/18 40.0 53.0 36.4 51.5 58.4 63.2 30.6 94.4 29.0 44.4 127.6 50.2

2016/17 73.6 37.6 52.8 60.2 51.4 304.8 69.6 73.4 67.8 73.6 86.6 68.6

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -33.6 15.4 -16.4 -8.7 7.0 -241.6 -39.0 21.0 -38.8 -29.2 41.0 -18.4

% of cases processed within 30 wks 

Apr-Jun 2017 50.0% 33.3% 40.0% 16.7% 0.0% 20.0% 0.0% 37.5% 66.7% 0.0% 0.0% 24.1%

Jul-Sep 2017 100.0% - 0.0% 28.6% 50.0% 0.0% 50.0% 0.0% 100.0% 33.3% 0.0% 28.9%

Oct-Dec 2017 14.3% 0.0% 75.0% 40.0% - 0.0% 50.0% 25.0% 0.0% 40.0% 0.0% 28.9%

Jan-Mar 2018 20.0% 0.0% 0.0% 33.3% 40.0% 27.3% 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% - 0.0% 22.5%

2017/18 26.7% 16.7% 33.3% 26.7% 30.0% 18.5% 46.7% 19.0% 50.0% 30.8% 0.0% 26.0%

2016/17 15.4% 30.8% 33.3% 21.6% 13.3% 5.3% 31.8% 13.3% 36.4% 9.1% 14.8% 20.4%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 11.3 -14.1 0.0 5.0 16.7 13.3 14.8 5.7 13.6 21.7 -14.8 5.6
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

7 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  
The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".
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6 This table excludes departmental applications which are included in the NI totals in Table 3.1.

1 Major Developments have important economic, social and environmental implications for a council area.  The majority of major applications are multiple housing, commercial and government 
and civic types of development.

3 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received 
also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
4 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
5 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.

2 From 1st July 2015 pre-application community consultation became a pre-requisite to a major application. This means that major applications will not be accepted until they have gone through 
this minimum 12 week process and notice has been submitted to the council or Department.



Table 4.1 - Local Development1,2 applications received and decided trend

Year Qu
Applications 

received3
Applications 

decided4
Applications 

approved5
Approval 

rate5
Applications 

withdrawn

Average 
processing 

time (wks)6,7

2015/16 Q1 3,053 1,963 1,855 94.5% 72 18.2
Q2 2,910 2,726 2,593 95.1% 114 19.0
Q3 3,029 2,910 2,720 93.5% 125 20.6
Q4 3,077 3,154 2,929 92.9% 135 19.6

Total 12,069 10,753 10,097 93.9% 446 19.4

2016/17 Q1 3,414 3,456 3,266 94.5% 141 17.2
Q2 3,013 3,278 3,067 93.6% 161 15.6
Q3 3,155 2,822 2,614 92.6% 160 16.4
Q4 3,311 3,208 3,057 95.3% 175 15.6

Total 12,893 12,764 12,004 94.0% 637 16.2

2017/18 Q1 3,268 3,251 3,062 94.2% 152 15.0
Q2 3,186 3,076 2,883 93.7% 153 15.0
Q3 3,222 3,024 2,814 93.1% 157 15.2
Q4 3,094 2,786 2,625 94.2% 150 15.4

Total 12,770 12,137 11,384 93.8% 612 15.2
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

4 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.

7 The average processing times excludes departmental applications as these are not subject to the new 
statutory target.

6 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is 
deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median is 
used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading 
to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

1 Local Development planning applications are mostly residential and minor commercial applications 
received and determined by a council.

3 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications 
decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include 
applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.

5 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions 
issued in the same time period.

2 A validation exercise highlighted some inconsistencies in local development classification between 
2015/16 and 2014/15 when the new classification hierarchy was first administratively implemented. It was 
decided, therefore, that 2015/16 will be the base year for comparisons of major and local development 
activity. 



Table 4.2 - Local Development1 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Council

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils 5

Apr-Jun 2017 197 270 387 419 342 208 244 256 215 327 402 3,267

Jul-Sep 2017 182 229 286 491 314 218 251 238 195 372 410 3,186

Oct-Dec 2017 169 229 353 411 325 224 269 262 243 347 388 3,220

Jan-Mar 2018 169 233 294 467 287 200 260 248 222 351 362 3,093

2017/18 717 961 1,320 1,788 1,268 850 1,024 1,004 875 1,397 1,562 12,766

2016/17 784 1,012 1,370 1,759 1,301 879 1,054 1,006 852 1,380 1,483 12,880

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -67 -51 -50 29 -33 -29 -30 -2 23 17 79 -114

Apr-Jun 2017 197 259 293 440 253 249 265 282 210 345 455 3,248

Jul-Sep 2017 181 266 294 436 248 223 235 265 208 309 411 3,076

Oct-Dec 2017 183 228 279 500 260 236 265 181 210 281 401 3,024

Jan-Mar 2018 144 226 242 403 289 220 233 211 233 254 330 2,785

2017/18 705 979 1,108 1,779 1,050 928 998 939 861 1,189 1,597 12,133

2016/17 790 894 1,406 1,671 1,290 833 982 1,024 814 1,316 1,731 12,751

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -85 85 -298 108 -240 95 16 -85 47 -127 -134 -618

Apr-Jun 2017 176 251 283 420 242 241 249 269 186 338 404 3,059

Jul-Sep 2017 166 258 281 385 240 214 225 249 193 302 370 2,883

Oct-Dec 2017 172 217 266 455 240 226 253 168 199 275 343 2,814

Jan-Mar 2018 139 217 231 381 271 219 217 195 215 249 290 2,624

2017/18 653 943 1,061 1,641 993 900 944 881 793 1,164 1,407 11,380

2016/17 739 868 1,341 1,591 1,199 776 924 976 761 1,289 1,528 11,992

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -86 75 -280 50 -206 124 20 -95 32 -125 -121 -612

Apr-Jun 2017 89.3% 96.9% 96.6% 95.5% 95.7% 96.8% 94.0% 95.4% 88.6% 98.0% 88.8% 94.2%

Jul-Sep 2017 91.7% 97.0% 95.6% 88.3% 96.8% 96.0% 95.7% 94.0% 92.8% 97.7% 90.0% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 94.0% 95.2% 95.3% 91.0% 92.3% 95.8% 95.5% 92.8% 94.8% 97.9% 85.5% 93.1%

Jan-Mar 2018 96.5% 96.0% 95.5% 94.5% 93.8% 99.5% 93.1% 92.4% 92.3% 98.0% 87.9% 94.2%

2017/18 92.6% 96.3% 95.8% 92.2% 94.6% 97.0% 94.6% 93.8% 92.1% 97.9% 88.1% 93.8%

2016/17 93.5% 97.1% 95.4% 95.2% 92.9% 93.2% 94.1% 95.3% 93.5% 97.9% 88.3% 94.0%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -0.9 -0.8 0.4 -3.0 1.6 3.8 0.5 -1.5 -1.4 -0.1 -0.2 -0.3

Apr-Jun 2017 7 16 14 19 9 20 12 18 6 11 20 152

Jul-Sep 2017 12 9 18 17 27 21 7 8 5 12 17 153

Oct-Dec 2017 11 9 19 21 25 7 13 13 6 11 22 157

Jan-Mar 2018 9 11 20 14 28 5 13 13 8 13 16 150

2017/18 39 45 71 71 89 53 45 52 25 47 75 612

2016/17 22 55 57 56 89 65 52 36 29 57 117 635

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 17 -10 14 15 0 -12 -7 16 -4 -10 -42 -23
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Table 4.2 - Local Development1 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Council

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils 5

Average processing time (wks)6

Apr-Jun 2017 11.2      17.4      13.8      15.6      20.3      19.6      12.8      22.8      9.4        13.2      18.2      15.0      

Jul-Sep 2017 12.0      16.2      13.0      15.6      17.8      14.8      11.5      20.8      8.6        14.2      17.9      15.0      

Oct-Dec 2017 13.6      18.0      15.2      14.4      20.8      15.4      12.6      20.2      10.0      13.8      15.6      15.2      

Jan-Mar 2018 12.6      17.2      13.6      15.4      23.6      14.2      12.6      21.2      9.8        18.2      16.3      15.4      

2017/18 12.1      17.2      14.0      15.2      20.4      16.2      12.4      21.6      9.6        14.4      17.0      15.2      

2016/17 12.6      20.2      14.0      15.6      18.8      19.1      11.6      22.4      9.0        14.4      23.0      16.2      

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -0.5 -3.0 0.0 -0.4 1.6 -2.9 0.8 -0.8 0.6 0.0 -6.0 -1.0

% of cases processed within 15 wks 

Apr-Jun 2017 73.5% 42.9% 58.6% 48.4% 36.6% 39.8% 61.4% 32.3% 70.8% 59.6% 42.9% 50.3%

Jul-Sep 2017 61.7% 45.1% 56.4% 47.5% 35.6% 50.4% 63.2% 34.4% 73.2% 56.1% 41.8% 50.1%

Oct-Dec 2017 62.9% 37.6% 49.3% 55.1% 23.9% 49.8% 61.5% 34.0% 66.2% 57.2% 47.0% 49.7%

Jan-Mar 2018 68.0% 40.5% 55.0% 47.7% 33.4% 52.4% 63.4% 32.1% 71.4% 37.8% 47.7% 48.8%

2017/18 66.5% 41.7% 54.9% 49.9% 32.3% 47.8% 62.3% 33.2% 70.4% 53.4% 44.7% 49.7%

2016/17 65.9% 33.8% 54.8% 48.2% 38.1% 40.4% 64.8% 25.5% 70.6% 54.2% 35.2% 47.1%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 0.6 7.9 0.1 1.7 -5.8 7.4 -2.5 7.7 -0.2 -0.8 9.5 2.6

Notes:

6 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is 
withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

1 Local Development planning applications are mostly residential and minor commercial applications received and determined by a council.

5 This table excludes departmental applications which are included in the NI totals in Table 4.1.
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2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications 
received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
4 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.



Table 5.1 - Applications received and decided by development type

Agricultural
Commercial

Government & civic

Industrial

Mixed use
Residential

Change of use

Other 4
All applications

Apr-Jun 2017 61 136 266 54 137 2,023 136 496 3,309

Jul-Sep 2017 65 116 254 34 136 1,875 149 593 3,222

Oct-Dec 2017 63 146 231 53 148 2,001 155 468 3,265

Jan-Mar 2018 49 156 211 58 128 1,891 180 464 3,137

2017/18 238 554 962 199 549 7,790 620 2,021 12,933

2016/17 286 565 1,046 181 520 7,795 527 2,117 13,037

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -48 -11 -84 18 29 -5 93 -96 -104

Apr-Jun 2017 78 125 261 43 135 1,976 129 557 3,304

Jul-Sep 2017 50 150 240 48 120 1,852 133 519 3,112

Oct-Dec 2017 59 123 255 47 132 1,818 119 519 3,072

Jan-Mar 2018 45 119 199 36 117 1,736 143 431 2,826

2017/18 232 517 955 174 504 7,382 524 2,026 12,314

2016/17 253 557 1,261 179 442 7,744 548 1,973 12,957

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -21 -40 -306 -5 62 -362 -24 53 -643

Apr-Jun 2017 68 119 243 41 128 1,863 119 532 3,113

Jul-Sep 2017 45 144 233 46 115 1,736 117 480 2,916

Oct-Dec 2017 49 116 237 43 124 1,707 104 478 2,858

Jan-Mar 2018 41 113 180 34 110 1,641 133 409 2,661

2017/18 203 492 893 164 477 6,947 473 1,899 11,548

2016/17 222 535 1,133 174 428 7,300 511 1,877 12,180

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -19 -43 -240 -10 49 -353 -38 22 -632

Apr-Jun 2017 87.2% 95.2% 93.1% 95.3% 94.8% 94.3% 92.2% 95.5% 94.2%

Jul-Sep 2017 90.0% 96.0% 97.1% 95.8% 95.8% 93.7% 88.0% 92.5% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 83.1% 94.3% 92.9% 91.5% 93.9% 93.9% 87.4% 92.1% 93.0%

Jan-Mar 2018 91.1% 95.0% 90.5% 94.4% 94.0% 94.5% 93.0% 94.9% 94.2%

2017/18 87.5% 95.2% 93.5% 94.3% 94.6% 94.1% 90.3% 93.7% 93.8%

2016/17 87.7% 96.1% 89.8% 97.2% 96.8% 94.3% 93.2% 95.1% 94.0%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -0.2 -0.9 3.7 -3.0 -2.2 -0.2 -3.0 -1.4 -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 7 1 26 2 9 83 7 23 158

Jul-Sep 2017 5 5 24 1 14 72 7 28 156

Oct-Dec 2017 2 8 24 2 2 90 7 23 158

Jan-Mar 2018 2 10 22 2 5 80 9 23 153

2017/18 16 24 96 7 30 325 30 97 625

2016/17 18 31 134 8 28 314 27 97 657

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2 -7 -38 -1 2 11 3 0 -32

Apr-Jun 2017 24.6 18.6 17.0 24.4 26.5 14.6 21.6 13.0 15.4

Jul-Sep 2017 29.8 18.8 14.8 22.4 23.2 15.0 17.9 12.6 15.2

Oct-Dec 2017 29.4 18.8 15.8 25.0 25.7 14.9 19.6 13.4 15.4

Jan-Mar 2018 32.2 14.8 19.4 29.4 26.3 15.4 18.1 13.6 15.6

2017/18 29.5 18.2 16.4 24.0 24.2 15.0 18.9 13.2 15.4

2016/17 32.2 19.5 21.6 23.6 25.2 15.6 20.8 13.4 16.4

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2.7 -1.3 -5.2 0.4 -1.0 -0.6 -1.9 -0.2 -1.0

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

2 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
3 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
4 All other types of applications are put into the “Other” category and the majority of these are made up of works to facilitate disabled persons, signs/advertisements and 

listed buildings.
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1 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time 
period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
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See Definitions for additional detail on 'Application Type'

5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the 
application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may 
not be considered as "typical".



Table 5.2 - Applications received 2017/181,2 by development type and Council

Agricultural
Commercial

Government & civic

Industrial

Mixed use
Residential

Change of use

Other 3
All applications

Antrim & Newtownabbey 9 42 50 14 28 444 42 101 730

Ards & North Down 9 33 54 1 23 656 49 144 969

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon 29 51 108 27 58 866 35 157 1,331

Belfast City 1 86 114 13 141 752 112 589 1,808

Causeway Coast & Glens 29 63 83 11 52 790 68 190 1,286

Derry City & Strabane 10 45 67 7 20 446 52 219 866

Fermanagh & Omagh 45 47 122 21 55 604 39 103 1,036

Lisburn & Castlereagh 14 44 66 12 35 693 42 114 1,020

Mid & East Antrim 16 39 61 17 21 578 50 109 891

Mid Ulster 48 51 104 60 57 918 51 126 1,415

Newry, Mourne & Down 28 51 131 15 57 1,043 80 165 1,570

All councils 238 552 960 198 547 7,790 620 2,017 12,922
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:
1 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been 
received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
2 This table excludes departmental applications.
3 All other types of applications are put into the “Other” category and the majority of these are made up of works to facilitate disabled 

persons, signs/advertisements and listed buildings.
See Definitions for additional detail on 'Application Type'



Table 5.3 - Residential1 applications received and decided trend2

Year Qu
Applications 

received3
Applications 

decided4
Applications 

approved5
Approval 

rate5
Applications 

withdrawn
Q1 6,111 4,490 4,210 93.8% 492
Q2 5,411 4,326 4,162 96.2% 388
Q3 5,523 4,428 4,147 93.7% 521
Q4 6,528 4,552 4,239 93.1% 523

Total 23,573 17,796 16,758 94.2% 1,924

Q1 7,060 4,737 4,392 92.7% 619
Q2 6,523 4,636 4,329 93.4% 460
Q3 6,718 4,875 4,487 92.0% 603
Q4 7,797 4,930 4,444 90.1% 610

Total 28,098 19,178 17,652 92.0% 2,292

Q1 8,272 5,128 4,604 89.8% 651
Q2 6,824 4,708 4,359 92.6% 526
Q3 7,267 6,155 5,484 89.1% 641
Q4 7,856 6,408 5,538 86.4% 724

Total 30,219 22,399 19,985 89.2% 2,542

Q1 9,141 5,727 5,137 89.7% 690
Q2 5,502 6,190 5,403 87.3% 617
Q3 5,841 6,540 4,875 74.5%               1,037 
Q4 8,805 6,292 4,586 72.9% 721

Total 29,289 24,749 20,001 80.8% 3,065

Q1 5,525 6,396 4,927 77.0% 411
Q2 4,919 5,745 4,746 82.6% 258
Q3 5,190 5,796 4,747 81.9% 298
Q4 5,312 5,695 4,600 80.8% 316

Total 20,946 23,632 19,020 80.5% 1,283

Q1 5,825 5,576 4,757 85.3% 297
Q2 5,809 5,291 4,875 92.1% 290
Q3 5,451 5,474 5,181 94.6% 587
Q4 4,835 4,721 4,460 94.5% 346

Total 21,920 21,062 19,273 91.5% 1,520

Q1 4,756 5,309 5,006 94.3% 364
Q2 3,602 4,839 4,590 94.9% 249
Q3 3,094 4,557 4,335 95.1% 241
Q4 3,542 4,084 3,852 94.3% 269

Total 14,994 18,789 17,783 94.6% 1,123

Q1 4,119 4,154 3,925 94.5% 229
Q2 3,741 3,830 3,571 93.2% 195
Q3 3,409 3,673 3,480 94.7% 195
Q4 3,282 3,404 3,270 96.1% 206

Total 14,551 15,061 14,246 94.6% 825

Q1 3,294 3,276 3,154 96.3% 146
Q2 3,039 3,366 2,862 85.0% 352
Q3 2,485 2,462 2,110 85.7% 283
Q4 2,573 2,656 2,257 85.0% 193

Total 11,391 11,760 10,383 88.3% 974

2008/09

2009/10

2010/11

2007/08

2002/03

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07



Table 5.3 - Residential1 applications received and decided trend2

Year Qu
Applications 

received3
Applications 

decided4
Applications 

approved5
Approval 

rate5
Applications 

withdrawn
Q1 2,345 2,437 2,209 90.6% 116
Q2 1,896 2,354 2,150 91.3% 101
Q3 1,816 2,120 1,948 91.9% 89
Q4 1,714 2,174 1,998 91.9% 98

Total 7,771 9,085 8,305 91.4% 404

Q1 1,718 2,047 1,915 93.6% 99
Q2 1,530 1,844 1,703 92.4% 69
Q3 1,509 1,747 1,605 91.9% 72
Q4 1,521 1,573 1,457 92.6% 61

Total 6,278 7,211 6,680 92.6% 301

Q1 1,636 1,590 1,507 94.8% 53
Q2 1,449 1,635 1,546 94.6% 65
Q3 1,567 1,497 1,410 94.2% 37
Q4 1,702 1,450 1,370 94.5% 73

Total 6,354 6,172 5,833 94.5% 228

Q1 1,960 1,491 1,414 94.8% 50
Q2 1,638 1,651 1,523 92.2% 67
Q3 1,787 1,627 1,531 94.1% 62
Q4 1,954 1,637 1,506 92.0% 62

Total 7,339 6,406 5,974 93.3% 241

Q1 1,876 1,242 1,171 94.3% 34
Q2 1,720 1,722 1,638 95.1% 56
Q3 1,794 1,696 1,582 93.3% 62
Q4 1,802 1,881 1,752 93.1% 62

Total 7,192 6,541 6,143 93.9% 214

Q1 2,153 2,125 2,012 94.7% 73
Q2 1,845 2,030 1,915 94.3% 78
Q3 1,875 1,712 1,574 91.9% 79
Q4 1,922 1,877 1,799 95.8% 84

Total 7,795 7,744 7,300 94.3% 314

Q1 2,023 1,976 1,863 94.3% 83
Q2 1,875 1,852 1,736 93.7% 72
Q3 2,001 1,818 1,707 93.9% 90
Q4 1,891 1,736 1,641 94.5% 80

Total 7,790 7,382 6,947 94.1% 325
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

4 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.

2013/14

2011/12

2012/13

3 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and 
applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received 
also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.

5 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued 
in the same time period.

1 Residential applications include dwellings, housing developments, appartments, community 
and cultural buildings, hotels and guest houses, mobile homes and caravans and domestic 
extensions/alterations.  

2014/15

2015/16

2 Numbers of applications refer to all of Northern Ireland, including departmental applications.

2016/17

2017/18



Table 5.4 - Residential1 applications received and decided by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 127 187 247 184 218 98 150 192 143 212 265 0 2,023

Jul-Sep 2017 108 147 190 172 194 111 157 155 117 248 276 0 1,875

Oct-Dec 2017 107 166 232 179 200 119 144 181 175 231 267 0 2,001

Jan-Mar 2018 102 156 197 217 178 118 153 165 143 227 235 0 1,891

2017/18 444 656 866 752 790 446 604 693 578 918 1,043 0 7,790

2016/17 478 651 917 772 809 457 613 689 527 884 998 0 7,795

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -34 5 -51 -20 -19 -11 -9 4 51 34 45 0 -5

Apr-Jun 2017 121 177 195 198 163 122 155 204 131 217 290 3 1,976

Jul-Sep 2017 109 177 182 190 140 108 144 191 126 204 281 0 1,852

Oct-Dec 2017 113 146 194 199 159 134 157 120 140 181 275 0 1,818

Jan-Mar 2018 101 168 168 177 195 112 138 160 148 161 208 0 1,736

2017/18 444 668 739 764 657 476 594 675 545 763 1,054 3 7,382

2016/17 474 579 908 766 790 407 574 693 511 862 1,180 0 7,744

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -30 89 -169 -2 -133 69 20 -18 34 -99 -126 3 -362

Apr-Jun 2017 110 171 187 188 155 119 148 194 116 211 261 3 1,863

Jul-Sep 2017 97 171 175 171 136 106 138 178 115 198 251 0 1,736

Oct-Dec 2017 105 142 183 187 149 128 149 111 132 179 242 0 1,707

Jan-Mar 2018 98 161 159 166 181 111 133 145 142 158 187 0 1,641

2017/18 410 645 704 712 621 464 568 628 505 746 941 3 6,947

2016/17 445 564 864 731 735 392 547 660 478 848 1,036 0 7,300

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -35 81 -160 -19 -114 72 21 -32 27 -102 -95 3 -353

Apr-Jun 2017 90.9% 96.6% 95.9% 94.9% 95.1% 97.5% 95.5% 95.1% 88.5% 97.2% 90.0% 100.0% 94.3%

Jul-Sep 2017 89.0% 96.6% 96.2% 90.0% 97.1% 98.1% 95.8% 93.2% 91.3% 97.1% 89.3% - 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 92.9% 97.3% 94.3% 94.0% 93.7% 95.5% 94.9% 92.5% 94.3% 98.9% 88.0% - 93.9%

Jan-Mar 2018 97.0% 95.8% 94.6% 93.8% 92.8% 99.1% 96.4% 90.6% 95.9% 98.1% 89.9% - 94.5%

2017/18 92.3% 96.6% 95.3% 93.2% 94.5% 97.5% 95.6% 93.0% 92.7% 97.8% 89.3% 100.0% 94.1%

2016/17 93.9% 97.4% 95.2% 95.4% 93.0% 96.3% 95.3% 95.2% 93.5% 98.4% 87.8% - 94.3%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -1.5 -0.9 0.1 -2.2 1.5 1.2 0.3 -2.2 -0.9 -0.6 1.5 - -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 5 5 8 11 8 7 6 10 3 7 13 0 83

Jul-Sep 2017 4 5 11 3 15 6 2 4 3 9 10 0 72

Oct-Dec 2017 8 6 14 3 15 4 7 10 4 4 15 0 90

Jan-Mar 2018 8 7 8 2 16 3 6 7 6 9 8 0 80

2017/18 25 23 41 19 54 20 21 31 16 29 46 0 325

2016/17 15 24 29 24 46 24 16 22 14 25 75 0 314

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 10 -1 12 -5 8 -4 5 9 2 4 -29 0 11

Apr-Jun 2017 11.0 18.0 13.2 16.2 20.4 22.2 11.4 22.2 8.7 13.0 17.4 165.8 14.6

Jul-Sep 2017 12.0 16.1 13.4 15.4 19.8 15.7 10.7 20.2 8.4 13.6 18.8 - 15.0

Oct-Dec 2017 14.2 18.4 14.5 13.5 21.3 16.5 12.2 22.0 7.6 13.6 15.2 - 14.9

Jan-Mar 2018 12.6 17.8 13.2 14.2 26.2 14.2 12.8 22.8 7.5 16.6 15.3 - 15.4

2017/18 12.6 17.4 13.4 14.6 21.4 17.2 12.0 21.6 8.0 13.8 16.4 165.8 15.0

2016/17 13.0 21.2 12.8 14.2 19.5 18.4 10.1 23.2 8.4 14.2 23.0 - 15.6

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -0.4 -3.8 0.6 0.4 1.9 -1.2 1.9 -1.6 -0.4 -0.4 -6.6 - -0.6

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The 
median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also 
include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
4 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
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1 Residential applications include dwellings, housing developments, appartments, community and cultural buildings, hotels and guest houses, mobile homes and caravans and domestic 
extensions/alterations.  
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Table 5.5 - Residential1 applications received and decided in urban and rural areas by development type

New single 
dwellings

Replacement 
single 

dwellings

Domestic 
alterations & 
extensions

Housing 
develop-
ments5

Other6 Total New single 
dwellings

Replacement 
single 

dwellings

Domestic 
alterations & 
extensions

Housing 
develop-
ments5

Other6 Total New single 
dwellings

Replacement 
single 

dwellings

Domestic 
alterations & 
extensions

Housing 
develop-
ments5

Other6 Total

Apr-Jun 2017 56 14 476 119 33 698 27 6 131 69 23 256 503 185 262 44 75 1,069 2,023

Jul-Sep 2017 54 10 393 118 29 604 30 15 109 42 13 209 513 188 231 44 86 1,062 1,875

Oct-Dec 2017 50 18 454 125 47 694 29 5 114 53 19 220 497 195 235 48 112 1,087 2,001

Jan-Mar 2018 56 8 475 96 26 661 30 10 121 50 18 229 445 163 254 43 96 1,001 1,891

2017/18 216 50 1,798 458 135 2,657 116 36 475 214 73 914 1,958 731 982 179 369 4,219 7,790

2016/17 226 39 1,801 434 141 2,641 125 32 524 239 58 978 2,039 730 918 159 330 4,176 7,795

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -10 11 -3 24 -6 16 -9 4 -49 -25 15 -64 -81 1 64 20 39 43 -5

Apr-Jun 2017 49 7 490 119 39 704 31 6 120 56 18 231 469 180 267 41 84 1,041 1,976

Jul-Sep 2017 59 12 458 106 31 666 34 11 125 59 13 242 447 161 231 36 69 944 1,852

Oct-Dec 2017 47 7 421 123 33 631 22 8 107 46 17 200 454 196 219 36 82 987 1,818

Jan-Mar 2018 44 10 426 112 36 628 27 6 123 53 20 229 378 163 217 36 85 879 1,736

2017/18 199 36 1,795 460 139 2,629 114 31 475 214 68 902 1,748 700 934 149 320 3,851 7,382

2016/17 204 46 1,771 435 141 2,597 112 35 531 208 62 948 2,091 681 913 159 355 4,199 7,744

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -5 -10 24 25 -2 32 2 -4 -56 6 6 -46 -343 19 21 -10 -35 -348 -362

Apr-Jun 2017 41 6 481 109 39 676 28 6 118 55 17 224 419 169 265 33 77 963 1,863

Jul-Sep 2017 50 12 447 89 28 626 31 10 122 57 13 233 399 156 227 30 65 877 1,736

Oct-Dec 2017 42 7 411 105 31 596 22 8 105 44 17 196 402 187 216 31 79 915 1,707

Jan-Mar 2018 40 10 416 102 36 604 27 6 120 52 19 224 332 157 213 28 83 813 1,641

2017/18 173 35 1,755 405 134 2,502 108 30 465 208 66 877 1,552 669 921 122 304 3,568 6,947

2016/17 180 45 1,729 410 134 2,498 108 34 523 202 60 927 1,852 659 903 122 339 3,875 7,300

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -7 -10 26 -5 0 4 0 -4 -58 6 6 -50 -300 10 18 0 -35 -307 -353

Apr-Jun 2017 83.7% 85.7% 98.2% 91.6% 100.0% 96.0% 90.3% 100.0% 98.3% 98.2% 94.4% 97.0% 89.3% 93.9% 99.3% 80.5% 91.7% 92.5% 94.3%

Jul-Sep 2017 84.7% 100.0% 97.6% 84.0% 90.3% 94.0% 91.2% 90.9% 97.6% 96.6% 100.0% 96.3% 89.3% 96.9% 98.3% 83.3% 94.2% 92.9% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 89.4% 100.0% 97.6% 85.4% 93.9% 94.5% 100.0% 100.0% 98.1% 95.7% 100.0% 98.0% 88.5% 95.4% 98.6% 86.1% 96.3% 92.7% 93.9%

Jan-Mar 2018 90.9% 100.0% 97.7% 91.1% 100.0% 96.2% 100.0% 100.0% 97.6% 98.1% 95.0% 97.8% 87.8% 96.3% 98.2% 77.8% 97.6% 92.5% 94.5%

2017/18 86.9% 97.2% 97.8% 88.0% 96.4% 95.2% 94.7% 96.8% 97.9% 97.2% 97.1% 97.2% 88.8% 95.6% 98.6% 81.9% 95.0% 92.7% 94.1%

2016/17 88.2% 97.8% 97.6% 94.3% 95.0% 96.2% 96.4% 97.1% 98.5% 97.1% 96.8% 97.8% 88.6% 96.8% 98.9% 76.7% 95.5% 92.3% 94.3%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -1.3 -0.6 0.1 -6.2 1.4 -1.0 -1.7 -0.4 -0.6 0.1 0.3 -0.6 0.2 -1.2 -0.3 5.1 -0.5 0.4 -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 5 0 5 10 1 21 3 0 1 2 1 7 34 10 6 2 3 55 83

Jul-Sep 2017 5 0 4 5 2 16 0 1 1 0 0 2 29 9 8 3 5 54 72

Oct-Dec 2017 3 1 3 8 0 15 1 0 0 2 0 3 51 6 6 5 4 72 90

Jan-Mar 2018 6 0 1 6 0 13 1 0 0 1 0 2 44 10 6 2 3 65 80

2017/18 19 1 13 29 3 65 5 1 2 5 1 14 158 35 26 12 15 246 325

2016/17 18 1 25 25 2 71 3 0 6 6 1 16 153 27 20 12 15 227 314

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 1 0 -12 4 1 -6 2 1 -4 -1 0 -2 5 8 6 0 0 19 11

Apr-Jun 2017 21.4 14.4 12.0 41.6 19.9 14.2 17.4 33.8 9.4 42.9 25.6 15.8 17.4 18.1 10.6 29.4 14.8 14.6 14.6

Jul-Sep 2017 19.8 13.0 12.4 40.6 23.0 14.4 24.1 18.5 12.6 44.2 16.2 17.4 16.0 17.3 10.8 30.8 16.9 15.2 15.0

Oct-Dec 2017 27.8 27.0 11.0 46.0 17.2 14.5 17.2 16.2 11.8 40.8 21.0 15.4 17.2 14.9 11.6 27.0 14.9 15.0 14.9

Jan-Mar 2018 21.4 10.3 12.0 44.7 16.6 14.2 27.6 17.1 11.8 39.8 20.1 16.4 18.4 17.0 11.8 25.2 14.4 16.0 15.4

2017/18 22.0 14.4 12.0 43.6 18.2 14.4 21.2 23.0 11.6 42.8 19.6 16.2 17.2 17.0 11.2 26.8 15.4 15.2 15.0

2016/17 24.8 26.0 12.2 45.2 17.4 14.8 18.8 20.8 12.2 40.0 18.8 15.6 19.0 17.6 10.6 27.2 17.6 16.4 15.6

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2.8 -11.6 -0.2 -1.6 0.8 -0.4 2.4 2.2 -0.6 2.8 0.8 0.6 -1.8 -0.6 0.6 -0.4 -2.2 -1.2 -0.6
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

All 
applications

5 Housing developments also include apartments.
6 Other includes temporary buildings, change of house types and hotels, motels and guest houses.

2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may 
be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
4  The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.

1 Residential applications include dwellings, housing developments, appartments, community and cultural buildings, hotels and guest houses, mobile homes and caravans and domestic extensions/alterations.  
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7 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any 
extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

Urban - settlements (>=5,000 people) Rural - settlements (<5,000 people) Rural - countryside



Table 5.6 - Applications received and decided by application type

Outline Planning 

Permission

Full Planning 

Permission
Approval of Reserved 

Matters
Consent to Display

Listed Building Consent
Other Consents 4
All applications

Apr-Jun 2017 401 2,515 134 151 75 33 3,309

Jul-Sep 2017 389 2,339 132 251 76 35 3,222

Oct-Dec 2017 373 2,503 157 107 76 49 3,265

Jan-Mar 2018 302 2,463 128 144 61 39 3,137

2017/18 1,465 9,820 551 653 288 156 12,933

2016/17 1,463 9,815 620 661 324 154 13,037

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 2 5 -69 -8 -36 2 -104

Apr-Jun 2017 336 2,508 149 170 99 42 3,304

Jul-Sep 2017 320 2,360 139 194 72 27 3,112

Oct-Dec 2017 308 2,337 150 180 68 29 3,072

Jan-Mar 2018 275 2,217 116 124 59 35 2,826

2017/18 1,239 9,422 554 668 298 133 12,314

2016/17 1,372 9,970 608 582 285 140 12,957

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -133 -548 -54 86 13 -7 -643

Apr-Jun 2017 270 2,404 149 153 98 39 3,113

Jul-Sep 2017 263 2,257 137 166 67 26 2,916

Oct-Dec 2017 259 2,211 149 149 63 27 2,858

Jan-Mar 2018 220 2,125 115 113 54 34 2,661

2017/18 1,012 8,997 550 581 282 126 11,548

2016/17 1,111 9,530 606 518 277 138 12,180

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -99 -533 -56 63 5 -12 -632

Apr-Jun 2017 80.4% 95.9% 100.0% 90.0% 99.0% 92.9% 94.2%

Jul-Sep 2017 82.2% 95.6% 98.6% 85.6% 93.1% 96.3% 93.7%

Oct-Dec 2017 84.1% 94.6% 99.3% 82.8% 92.6% 93.1% 93.0%

Jan-Mar 2018 80.0% 95.9% 99.1% 91.1% 91.5% 97.1% 94.2%

2017/18 81.7% 95.5% 99.3% 87.0% 94.6% 94.7% 93.8%

2016/17 81.0% 95.6% 99.7% 89.0% 97.2% 98.6% 94.0%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 0.7 -0.1 -0.4 -2.0 -2.6 -3.8 -0.2

Apr-Jun 2017 44 99 1 10 4 0 158

Jul-Sep 2017 37 98 0 11 6 4 156

Oct-Dec 2017 59 83 0 8 5 3 158

Jan-Mar 2018 46 90 2 4 5 6 153

2017/18 186 370 3 33 20 13 625

2016/17 165 422 7 18 31 14 657

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 21 -52 -4 15 -11 -1 -32

Apr-Jun 2017 21.5 14.6 13.9 12.4 19.4 25.4 15.4

Jul-Sep 2017 19.6 15.0 13.6 11.2 17.4 14.6 15.2

Oct-Dec 2017 20.6 15.0 15.2 14.3 23.2 27.6 15.4

Jan-Mar 2018 23.2 15.0 14.1 14.9 17.9 20.8 15.6

2017/18 21.0 14.8 14.2 13.2 19.1 22.2 15.4

2016/17 22.0 15.8 14.8 12.8 22.8 25.1 16.4

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1.0 -1.0 -0.6 0.4 -3.7 -2.9 -1.0

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

See Definitions for additional detail on 'Application Type'

5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on 
which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values 
have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

2 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
3 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
4 Other types of consent include Hazard Substance Consent and Conservation Area Consent.
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received in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
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Table 6.1 Enforcement cases trend

Year Qu
Cases 

opened1
Cases 
closed Prosecutions2 Convictions3

Q1 911                1,547              29                    28
Q2 856                1,087              29                    14
Q3 781                1,215              42                    23
Q4 1,141             1,019              64                    22

Total 3,689             4,868              164                  87

Q1 1,028             1,440              54                    35
Q2 818                1,015              25                    15
Q3 655                692                 8                      15
Q4 616                670                 3                      4

Total 3,117             3,817              90                    69

Q1 678                822                 19                    4
Q2 660                682                 27                    8
Q3 553                636                 39                    17
Q4 669                787                 46                    15

Total 2,560             2,927              131                  44

Q1 719                757                 23                    18
Q2 717                871                 34                    15
Q3 708                920                 55                    21
Q4 624                791                 34                    26

Total 2,768             3,339              145                  80

Q1 751                846                 27                    16
Q2 722                753                 22                    18
Q3 666                824                 16                    10
Q4 686                604                 7                      9

Total 2,825             3,027              72                    53

Q1 768                671                 11                    10
Q2 624                802                 7                      14
Q3 571                791                 9                      8
Q4 553                602                 8                      8

Total 2,516             2,866              35                    40

Q1 753                573                 4                      7
Q2 741                662                 6                      4
Q3 655                767                 3                      3
Q4 765                638                 10                    4

Total 2,914             2,640              23                    18

Q1 943                756                 14                    6
Q2 875                621                 12                    11
Q3 742                765                 12                    10
Q4 863                800                 3                      3

Total 3,423             2,942              41                    30

Q1 839                675                 12                    1
Q2 857                840                 14                    6
Q3 761                870                 7                      4
Q4 847                872                 17                    4

Total 3,304             3,257              50                    15
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

2009/10

2010/11

2015/16

3 The number of convictions in each time period is not a sub-set of the number of 
prosecution cases initiated in that period. Court action can take some time from 
the point at which a case is initiated to the date at which an outcome is reached.

1 An enforcement case is opened when there has been an alleged breach of 
planning control.
2 Refers to the number of cases during the period where it has been decided to 
initiate court action, i.e. send to the solicitor.

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2014/15

2016/17

2017/18



Table 6.2 - Enforcement cases opened, closed, concluded and 70% conclusion times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 74 110 80 126 81 49 53 62 50 55 99 0 839

Jul-Sep 2017 110 93 71 99 102 42 70 54 66 42 107 1 857

Oct-Dec 2017 106 87 89 96 60 53 66 53 36 43 72 0 761

Jan-Mar 2018 118 120 76 106 80 37 60 62 57 35 96 0 847

2017/18 408 410 316 427 323 181 249 231 209 175 374 1 3,304

2016/17 440 383 265 417 400 213 255 254 209 188 399 0 3,423

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -32 27 51 10 -77 -32 -6 -23 0 -13 -25 1 -119

Apr-Jun 2017 82 72 51 106 89 39 40 58 33 45 60 0 675

Jul-Sep 2017 103 117 55 183 63 8 60 57 74 57 63 0 840

Oct-Dec 2017 107 118 45 152 99 74 76 73 30 40 56 0 870

Jan-Mar 2018 109 106 134 112 96 59 50 39 71 51 45 0 872

2017/18 401 413 285 553 347 180 226 227 208 193 224 0 3,257

2016/17 417 280 221 415 278 170 232 287 188 222 231 1 2,942

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -16 133 64 138 69 10 -6 -60 20 -29 -7 -1 315

Of Total Cases Closed:

Apr-Jun 2017 18 44 12 37 25 12 15 10 10 15 11 0 209

Jul-Sep 2017 29 35 8 40 19 3 20 18 14 19 20 0 225

Oct-Dec 2017 47 59 7 26 20 10 18 20 11 9 11 0 238

Jan-Mar 2018 37 51 18 24 22 10 22 12 13 13 7 0 229

2017/18 131 189 45 127 86 35 75 60 48 56 49 0 901

2016/17 184 48 29 159 73 48 36 71 45 51 32 1 777

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -53 141 16 -32 13 -13 39 -11 3 5 17 -1 124

Apr-Jun 2017 11 5 7 13 18 9 9 19 4 11 2 0 108

Jul-Sep 2017 17 20 5 41 10 3 9 13 9 13 15 0 155

Oct-Dec 2017 11 8 8 32 11 25 10 16 5 12 13 0 151

Jan-Mar 2018 15 5 11 21 15 16 11 5 14 14 13 0 140

2017/18 54 38 31 107 54 53 39 53 32 50 43 0 554

2016/17 51 34 37 66 71 23 55 64 37 63 49 0 550

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 3 4 -6 41 -17 30 -16 -11 -5 -13 -6 0 4

Apr-Jun 2017 16 4 17 10 17 8 1 4 8 2 9 0 96

Jul-Sep 2017 19 16 14 34 12 1 5 5 16 5 4 0 131

Oct-Dec 2017 13 8 8 38 27 10 5 8 9 4 10 0 140

Jan-Mar 2018 16 13 47 20 27 10 1 4 8 8 2 0 156

2017/18 64 41 86 102 83 29 12 21 41 19 25 0 523

2016/17 49 48 62 43 30 25 18 40 37 32 43 0 427

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 15 -7 24 59 53 4 -6 -19 4 -13 -18 0 96

Apr-Jun 2017 33 17 13 44 24 8 11 19 8 14 25 0 216

Jul-Sep 2017 34 43 21 62 19 1 25 19 28 19 19 0 290

Oct-Dec 2017 36 34 22 52 34 23 39 25 5 14 18 0 302

Jan-Mar 2018 35 32 48 40 25 22 12 15 34 14 17 0 294

2017/18 138 126 104 198 102 54 87 78 75 61 79 0 1,102

2016/17 115 137 77 130 85 56 86 97 61 63 71 0 978

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 23 -11 27 68 17 -2 1 -19 14 -2 8 0 124

Apr-Jun 2017 4 2 2 1 5 2 3 6 3 3 13 0 44

Jul-Sep 2017 4 3 7 6 3 0 1 2 7 1 4 0 38

Oct-Dec 2017 0 8 0 4 7 6 4 4 0 1 4 0 38

Jan-Mar 2018 6 5 10 7 7 1 3 3 2 2 6 0 52

2017/18 14 18 19 18 22 9 11 15 12 7 27 0 172

2016/17 16 12 16 15 19 18 36 14 8 13 35 0 202

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2 6 3 3 3 -9 -25 1 4 -6 -8 0 -30

Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2

Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Oct-Dec 2017 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

2017/18 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 5

2016/17 2 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 8

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2 0 0 -1 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -3
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Table 6.2 - Enforcement cases opened, closed, concluded and 70% conclusion times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 80 76 54 109 79 47 45 45 33 44 87 0 699

Jul-Sep 2017 101 107 64 163 72 4 55 58 70 56 72 0 822

Oct-Dec 2017 106 119 46 136 105 69 88 77 33 36 55 0 870

Jan-Mar 2018 107 123 128 119 100 66 62 43 64 54 53 0 919

2017/18 394 425 292 527 356 186 250 223 200 190 267 0 3,310

2016/17 405 282 213 433 296 166 250 292 194 225 239 0 2,995

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -11 143 79 94 60 20 0 -69 6 -35 28 0 315

70% conclusion times (wks)

Apr-Jun 2017 15.7 32.3 34.0 36.6 37.4 38.1 28.5 16.9 15.8 29.8 61.2 n/a 32.4

Jul-Sep 2017 17.1 35.3 21.8 53.3 42.1 117.7 32.9 37.1 20.7 24.4 62.1 n/a 34.2

Oct-Dec 2017 8.8 33.8 22.9 34.5 37.1 37.2 32.5 30.6 26.3 27.6 33.8 n/a 30.0

Jan-Mar 2018 12.9 39.2 34.0 32.0 44.0 37.1 38.2 22.7 30.1 37.4 54.8 n/a 34.0

2017/18 12.2 34.3 32.0 36.1 38.8 37.2 32.9 26.7 24.0 29.5 54.2 n/a 33.0

2016/17 14.2 32.0 29.6 30.3 24.0 33.6 28.2 23.6 22.9 32.6 54.2 n/a 27.2

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2.0 2.3 2.4 5.8 14.8 3.6 4.7 3.1 1.1 -3.1 0.0 n/a 5.8

% of cases concluded within 39 wks

Apr-Jun 2017 96.3% 76.3% 79.6% 72.5% 75.9% 70.2% 77.8% 84.4% 90.9% 84.1% 56.3% n/a 77.1%

Jul-Sep 2017 91.1% 72.9% 82.8% 62.6% 63.9% 50.0% 80.0% 70.7% 91.4% 87.5% 47.2% n/a 73.6%

Oct-Dec 2017 97.2% 75.6% 89.1% 72.8% 72.4% 71.0% 85.2% 75.3% 87.9% 83.3% 81.8% n/a 79.9%

Jan-Mar 2018 92.5% 69.9% 81.3% 84.9% 69.0% 72.7% 71.0% 86.0% 76.6% 74.1% 60.4% n/a 77.1%

2017/18 94.2% 73.4% 82.5% 72.3% 70.5% 71.0% 79.2% 78.0% 86.0% 82.1% 59.9% n/a 77.0%

2016/17 94.3% 77.7% 82.2% 74.8% 89.5% 75.9% 82.4% 80.8% 88.1% 79.1% 56.1% n/a 80.7%

Change over Year 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -0.2 -4.2 0.4 -2.5 -19.0 -4.9 -3.2 -2.8 -2.1 3.0 3.9 n/a -3.7

Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:

3 The time taken to conclude an enforcement case is calculated from the date on which the complaint is received to the earliest date of the following: a notice is issued; legal proceedings commence; a planning 
application is received; or the case is closed.
4 The target conclusion time excludes departmental enforcement cases as these are not subject to the new statutory target.

1 An enforcement case is opened when there has been an alleged breach of planning control. 
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2 An enforcement case is concluded when one of the of the following occurs: a notice is issued; legal proceedings commence; a planning application is received; or the case is closed.  Please note that the number 
of cases closed is not a sub-set of the number of cases concluded in that period - cases that are concluded in any given period may not be closed until subsequent periods, and cases that are closed in any given 
period may have been concluded in previous period.



Table 6.3 - Court action by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge 

& Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
Strategic Planning 

Division
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 0 2 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 12

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 0 1 6 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 14

Oct-Dec 2017 3 0 0 0 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 7

Jan-Mar 2018 2 0 0 5 0 0 7 1 0 2 0 0 17

2017/18 6 0 0 6 9 0 19 2 0 8 0 0 50

2016/17 7 1 1 0 6 0 13 1 2 10 0 0 41

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1 -1 -1 6 3 0 6 1 -2 -2 0 0 9

Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 6

Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 4

Jan-Mar 2018 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 4

2017/18 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 4 1 6 0 0 15

2016/17 2 4 0 0 5 0 0 6 2 6 5 0 30

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1 -4 0 1 -3 0 0 -2 -1 0 -5 0 -15

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

C
on

vi
ct

io
ns

2

1 Refers to the number of cases during the period where it has been decided to initiate court action, i.e. send to the solicitor.
2 The number of convictions in each time period is not a sub-set of the number of prosecution cases initiated in that period. Court action can take some time from the point at which a case is 
initiated to the date at which an outcome is reached.
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Table 6.4 - Live enforcement cases trend1

Year Qu <=1 yr 1-2 yrs 2-3 yrs 3-5 yrs 5+ yrs
Total 

Cases 

Proportion 
of cases 

>2 yrs
2012/13 Q3 1,349 616 427 461 317 3,170 38.0%

Q4 1,316 571 376 457 309 3,029 37.7%

Q1 1,414 499 335 424 255 2,927 34.6%
Q2 1,462 494 278 401 242 2,877 32.0%
Q3 1,440 508 240 338 228 2,754 29.3%
Q4 1,504 544 244 325 238 2,855 28.3%

Q1 1,586 602 245 281 233 2,947 25.8%
Q2 1,491 590 257 254 226 2,818 26.2%
Q3 1,328 578 264 220 229 2,619 27.2%
Q4 1,302 609 262 229 216 2,618 27.0%

Q1 1,459 579 277 220 216 2,751 25.9%
Q2 1,536 561 300 221 212 2,830 25.9%
Q3 1,448 538 303 219 210 2,718 26.9%
Q4 1,552 528 308 244 213 2,845 26.9%

Q1 1,684 558 315 258 214 3,029 26.0%
Q2 1,902 569 322 276 214 3,283 24.7%
Q3 1,865 570 303 311 211 3,260 25.3%
Q4 1,847 627 313 325 211 3,323 25.5%

Q1 1870 733 321 342 224 3,490 25.4%
Q2 1906 735 305 342 219 3,507 24.7%
Q3 1743 792 307 338 218 3,398 25.4%
Q4 1695 799 327 313 239 3,373 26.1%

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:
1 Live enforcement cases were first recorded in Q3 2012/13.

2013/14

2014/15

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18



Table 6.5 - Live enforcement cases by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

<=1 yr 136 202 147 178 185 99 148 117 90 86 306 1 1,695

1-2 yrs 26 95 88 65 90 74 45 44 22 43 207 0 799

2-3 yrs 3 28 45 28 24 37 20 21 5 21 95 0 327

3-5 yrs 3 25 30 27 10 26 11 4 5 7 163 2 313

5+ yrs 5 13 25 4 9 45 4 6 0 11 106 11 239

Total Cases 173 363 335 302 318 281 228 192 122 168 877 14 3,373

Proportion  of cases  >2 yrs 6.4% 18.2% 29.9% 19.5% 13.5% 38.4% 15.4% 16.1% 8.2% 23.2% 41.5% 92.9% 26.1%Po
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t M
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<=1 yr 123 203 191 172 199 124 138 101 91 99 301 1 1,743

1-2 yrs 30 80 91 72 89 76 49 38 33 48 186 0 792

2-3 yrs 3 25 40 30 26 35 15 20 5 20 88 0 307

3-5 yrs 5 28 46 28 10 29 13 3 7 5 161 3 338

5+ yrs 3 13 25 6 10 39 3 7 0 12 90 10 218

Total Cases 164 349 393 308 334 303 218 169 136 184 826 14 3,398

Proportion  of cases  >2 yrs 6.7% 18.9% 28.2% 20.8% 13.8% 34.0% 14.2% 17.8% 8.8% 20.1% 41.0% 92.9% 25.4%Po
si
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<=1 yr 127 237 162 193 242 157 146 110 85 96 350 1 1,906

1-2 yrs 24 74 83 86 89 62 50 48 35 46 138 0 735

2-3 yrs 3 29 38 31 23 33 13 15 5 22 93 0 305

3-5 yrs 7 25 41 44 8 36 14 6 5 6 147 3 342

5+ yrs 4 15 25 10 11 36 5 10 0 11 82 10 219

Total Cases 165 380 349 364 373 324 228 189 130 181 810 14 3,507

Proportion  of cases  >2 yrs 8.5% 18.2% 29.8% 23.4% 11.3% 32.4% 14.0% 16.4% 7.7% 21.5% 39.8% 92.9% 24.7%Po
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<=1 yr 112 253 147 248 229 133 127 107 92 111 311 0 1,870

1-2 yrs 28 76 85 91 64 59 57 51 35 52 135 0 733

2-3 yrs 8 39 40 47 17 28 17 17 3 15 90 0 321

3-5 yrs 6 22 38 44 11 37 10 6 6 7 150 5 342

5+ yrs 4 14 23 18 13 33 7 11 2 11 80 8 224

Total Cases 158 404 333 448 334 290 218 192 138 196 766 13 3,490

Proportion  of cases  >2 yrs 11.4% 18.6% 30.3% 24.3% 12.3% 33.8% 15.6% 17.7% 8.0% 16.8% 41.8% 100.0% 25.4%

<=1 yr 131 235 140 232 247 133 135 107 82 106 299 0 1,847

1-2 yrs 19 60 70 86 60 51 36 47 25 46 127 0 627

2-3 yrs 5 35 41 55 14 27 16 14 6 12 88 0 313

3-5 yrs 7 20 29 39 10 41 11 9 6 11 136 6 325

5+ yrs 4 13 24 15 15 28 6 11 2 10 76 7 211

Total Cases 166 363 304 427 346 280 204 188 121 185 726 13 3,323

Proportion  of cases  >2 yrs 9.6% 18.7% 30.9% 25.5% 11.3% 34.3% 16.2% 18.1% 11.6% 17.8% 41.3% 100.0% 25.5%

Source: NI Planning Portal
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Table 7.1 - Renewable energy1 applications received and decided trend

Year Qu
Applications 

received2
Applications 

decided3
Applications 

approved4 Approval rate4
Applications 

withdrawn
Q1                        9 0 0 - 0
Q2                        7                        3                        3 100.0% 0
Q3                        6                        5                        5 100.0% 1
Q4                        8                        2                        2 100.0% 1

Total 30 10 10 100.0% 2

Q1                      16                        1                        1 100.0% 1
Q2                      10                        8                        8 100.0% 1
Q3                      10                        9                        9 100.0% 0
Q4                      17                      12                      12 100.0% 0

Total 53 30 30 100.0% 2

Q1                      13                        9                        9 100.0% 1
Q2                      11                      10                      10 100.0% 0
Q3                      24                      11                      10 90.9% 2
Q4                      25                        6                        6 100.0% 0

Total 73 36 35 97.2% 3

Q1                      33                      10                      10 100.0% 1
Q2                      26                      19                      19 100.0% 3
Q3                      26                      30                      30 100.0% 0
Q4                      52                      26                      23 88.5% 1

Total 137 85 82 96.5% 5

Q1                      29                      39                      38 97.4% 0
Q2                      36                      26                      26 100.0% 2
Q3                      51                      31                      31 100.0% 1
Q4                      66                      44                      39 88.6% 2

Total 182 140 134 95.7% 5

Q1                      58                      64                      64 100.0% 1
Q2                      36                      53                      46 86.8% 2
Q3                      77                      35                      35 100.0% 3
Q4                      71                      66                      65 98.5% 4

Total 242 218 210 96.3% 10

Q1                    150                      67                      64 95.5% 10
Q2                      52                    129                    125 96.9% 5
Q3                      39                      67                      61 91.0% 4
Q4                      33                      31                      28 90.3% 4

Total 274 294 278 94.6% 23

Q1                      41                      28                      25 89.3% 0
Q2                      55                      39                      28 71.8% 5
Q3                      49                      43                      39 90.7% 3
Q4                      58                      52                      47 90.4% 10

Total 203 162 139 85.8% 18

Q1                    133                      34                      32 94.1% 7
Q2                    157                      39                      35 89.7% 8
Q3                    196                      54                      43 79.6% 8
Q4                    218                      48                      37 77.1% 25

Total 704 175 147 84.0% 48

2007/08

2008/09

2009/10

2010/11

2002/03

2003/04

2004/05

2005/06

2006/07



Table 7.1 - Renewable energy1 applications received and decided trend

Year Qu
Applications 

received2
Applications 

decided3
Applications 

approved4 Approval rate4
Applications 

withdrawn
Q1                    229                      78                      68 87.2% 20
Q2                    204                      89                      72 80.9% 25
Q3                    182                    116                      95 81.9% 23
Q4                    205                    118                    104 88.1% 34

Total 820 401 339 84.5% 102

Q1                    221                    142                    121 85.2% 31
Q2                    174                    180                    166 92.2% 37
Q3                    195                    249                    226 90.8% 32
Q4                    211                    191                    168 88.0% 37

Total 801 762 681 89.4% 137

Q1                    238                    178                    167 93.8% 37
Q2                    148                    154                    134 87.0% 26
Q3                    157                    155                    139 89.7% 59
Q4                    135                    131                    111 84.7% 35

Total 678 618 551 89.2% 157

Q1                    123                    119                    109 91.6% 24
Q2                    120                    135                    111 82.2% 17
Q3                    159                    178                    134 75.3% 28
Q4                    132                    141                    107 75.9% 17

Total 534 573 461 80.5% 86

Q1 143                  56                    52                    92.9% 8                      
Q2 96                    96                    82                    85.4% 21                    
Q3 49                    144                  105                  72.9% 23                    
Q4 41                    108                  86                    79.6% 21                    

Total 329                  404                  325                  80.4% 73                    

Q1 27                    95                    69                    72.6% 25                    
Q2 18                    86                    46                    53.5% 40                    
Q3 21                    50                    34                    68.0% 20                    
Q4 15                    62                    38                    61.3% 13                    

Total 81                    293                  187                  63.8% 98                    

Q1 13                    30                    18                    60.0% 12                    
Q2 7                      10                    7                      70.0% 6                      
Q3 14                    16                    9                      56.3% 4                      
Q4 24                    13                    9                      69.2% 8                      

Total 58                    69                    43                    62.3% 30                    
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.

2014/15

2011/12

2012/13

2013/14

2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and 
applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also 
include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.

4 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the 
same time period.

1 Renewable energy applications include wind farms, single wind turbines, solar panels, hydroelectric 
applications, and biomass/anaerobic digesters (including landfill gas).

2015/16

2016/17

2017/18



Table 7.2 - Renewable energy1 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by 
development type

Single wind turbine

W
ind farm

Hydroelectricity

Solar panel
Biomass/anaerobic 

digester

Other 6
All applications

Apr-Jun 2017 3 2 1 3 2 2 13

Jul-Sep 2017 5 1 0 1 0 0 7

Oct-Dec 2017 7 2 2 0 3 0 14

Jan-Mar 2018 15 1 0 1 5 2 24

2017/18 30 6 3 5 10 4 58

2016/17 35 1 4 18 22 1 81

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -5 5 -1 -13 -12 3 -23

Apr-Jun 2017 17 4 2 1 6 0 30

Jul-Sep 2017 6 0 0 2 1 1 10

Oct-Dec 2017 8 2 2 3 0 1 16

Jan-Mar 2018 10 2 1 0 0 0 13

2017/18 41 8 5 6 7 2 69

2016/17 221 5 15 32 19 1 293

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -180 3 -10 -26 -12 1 -224

Apr-Jun 2017 7 2 2 1 6 0 18

Jul-Sep 2017 3 0 0 2 1 1 7

Oct-Dec 2017 3 1 1 3 0 1 9

Jan-Mar 2018 7 2 0 0 0 0 9

2017/18 20 5 3 6 7 2 43

2016/17 123 4 12 30 17 1 187

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -103 1 -9 -24 -10 1 -144

Apr-Jun 2017 41.2% 50.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - 60.0%

Jul-Sep 2017 50.0% - - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 70.0%

Oct-Dec 2017 37.5% 50.0% 50.0% 100.0% - 100.0% 56.3%

Jan-Mar 2018 70.0% 100.0% 0.0% - - - 69.2%

2017/18 48.8% 62.5% 60.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 62.3%

2016/17 55.7% 80.0% 80.0% 93.8% 89.5% 100.0% 63.8%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 (pp) -6.9 -17.5 -20.0 6.3 10.5 0.0 -1.5

Apr-Jun 2017 12 0 0 0 0 0 12

Jul-Sep 2017 4 0 0 1 1 0 6

Oct-Dec 2017 3 0 0 0 1 0 4

Jan-Mar 2018 7 0 1 0 0 0 8

2017/18 26 0 1 1 2 0 30

2016/17 79 9 3 6 1 0 98

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -53 -9 -2 -5 1 0 -68

Apr-Jun 2017 100.8      105.6      119.0      25.6        33.2        - 95.1        

Jul-Sep 2017 110.6      - - 80.4        28.6        12.0        87.7        

Oct-Dec 2017 99.4        83.3        64.6        20.2        76.8        102.8      60.2        

Jan-Mar 2018 70.0        248.0      148.5      - - - 123.0      

2017/18 99.6        128.2      85.9        20.4        34.0        57.4        94.4        

2016/17 68.6        119.9      68.2        21.7        32.9        26.8        62.2        

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 31.0 8.3 17.7 -1.3 1.1 30.6 32.2        

Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

6 Other includes, Landfill Gases, Waste Incineration and Heat Pumps.
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1 Renewable energy applications include wind farms, single wind turbines, solar panels, hydroelectric applications, and biomass/anaerobic 
digesters (including landfill gas).
2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received 
in the same time period.  Applications received also include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
4 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the 
decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to 
inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".
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Table 7.3 - Renewable energy1 applications received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Apr-Jun 2017 1 0 3 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 2 0 13

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 1 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 7

Oct-Dec 2017 2 0 0 0 1 2 5 2 0 0 2 0 14

Jan-Mar 2018 2 2 3 0 3 3 7 0 1 1 2 0 24

2017/18 6 2 7 1 6 5 16 3 4 2 6 0 58

2016/17 9 4 9 1 8 11 12 5 4 12 6 0 81

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -3 -2 -2 0 -2 -6 4 -2 0 -10 0 0 -23

Apr-Jun 2017 0 1 3 0 3 6 3 4 2 5 3 0 30

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 1 1 2 1 0 1 0 2 1 0 10

Oct-Dec 2017 2 0 1 0 0 3 3 1 0 2 4 0 16

Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 1 3 4 1 1 0 3 0 13

2017/18 3 1 5 1 6 13 10 7 3 9 11 0 69

2016/17 19 13 31 1 35 46 35 17 23 32 37 4 293

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -16 -12 -26 0 -29 -33 -25 -10 -20 -23 -26 -4 -224

Apr-Jun 2017 0 1 3 0 2 3 2 2 1 4 0 0 18

Jul-Sep 2017 1 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 7

Oct-Dec 2017 1 0 1 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 1 0 9

Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 1 3 3 0 1 0 1 0 9

2017/18 2 1 5 1 5 9 8 3 2 5 2 0 43

2016/17 13 11 25 1 18 16 24 15 15 27 20 2 187

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -11 -10 -20 0 -13 -7 -16 -12 -13 -22 -18 -2 -144

Apr-Jun 2017 - 100.0% 100.0% - 66.7% 50.0% 66.7% 50.0% 50.0% 80.0% 0.0% - 60.0%

Jul-Sep 2017 100.0% - 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 0.0% - 100.0% - 50.0% 0.0% - 70.0%

Oct-Dec 2017 50.0% - 100.0% - - 100.0% 100.0% 0.0% - 0.0% 25.0% - 56.3%

Jan-Mar 2018 - - - - 100.0% 100.0% 75.0% 0.0% 100.0% - 33.3% - 69.2%

2017/18 66.7% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 83.3% 69.2% 80.0% 42.9% 66.7% 55.6% 18.2% - 62.3%

2016/17 68.4% 84.6% 80.6% 100.0% 51.4% 34.8% 68.6% 88.2% 65.2% 84.4% 54.1% 50.0% 63.8%

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -1.8 15.4 19.4 0.0 31.9 34.4 11.4 -45.4 1.4 -28.8 -35.9 - -1.5

Apr-Jun 2017 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 1 1 1 4 0 12

Jul-Sep 2017 0 2 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 6

Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 4

Jan-Mar 2018 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 2 0 0 8

2017/18 0 5 0 0 3 7 3 3 1 3 5 0 30

2016/17 5 7 10 0 14 10 11 5 3 12 19 2 98

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -5 -2 -10 0 -11 -3 -8 -2 -2 -9 -14 -2 -68

Apr-Jun 2017 - 99.6      37.6      - 67.4      91.0      28.8      102.2    86.2      89.5      123.0    - 95.1      

Jul-Sep 2017 51.4      162.5    34.0      12.2       78.4      80.4      - 12.0      - 217.2    99.6      - 87.7      

Oct-Dec 2017 15.8      - 20.4      - 66.1      102.8    18.6      200.0    - 87.6      104.8    - 60.2      

Jan-Mar 2018 - 123.0    - - 172.8    70.0      16.6      185.8    39.0      177.3    33.2      - 123.0    

2017/18 24.4      122.3    34.0      12.2       67.4      89.9      19.4      128.6    62.6      115.7    110.8    - 94.4      

2016/17 43.1      59.1      55.8      10.2       61.0      95.9      52.0      53.0      60.6      56.3      76.9      269.3     62.2      

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -18.7 63.2 -21.8 2.0 6.4 -6.0 -32.6 75.6 2.0 59.4 33.9 - 32.2

Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:

2 All applications received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Applications received also 
include applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Applications decided do not include withdrawn applications.
4 The number and per cent of applications approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.
5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The median 
is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".
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1 Renewable energy applications include wind farms, single wind turbines, solar panels, hydroelectric applications, and biomass/anaerobic digesters (including landfill gas).
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Table 7.4 - Live renewable energy1 applications by development type

Single wind turbine
W

ind farm
Hydroelectricity

Solar panel
Biomass/anaerobic 

digester

Other 6
All applications

< 6 mnths 18 3 1 1 8 2 33

6 - 12 mnths 4 2 0 0 2 1 9

> 1 yr 25 12 9 3 10 0 59

All 47 17 10 4 20 3 101

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 53.2% 70.6% 90.0% 75.0% 50.0% 0.0% 58.4%Po
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< 6 mnths 10 3 2 0 3 0 18

6 - 12 mnths 6 1 0 2 5 1 15

> 1 yr 33 14 10 1 7 0 65

All 49 18 12 3 15 1 98

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 67.3% 77.8% 83.3% 33.3% 46.7% 0.0% 66.3%
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< 6 mnths 8 3 1 3 2 1 18

6 - 12 mnths 7 0 0 2 3 0 12

> 1 yr 38 15 11 1 8 1 74

All 53 18 12 6 13 2 104

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 71.7% 83.3% 91.7% 16.7% 61.5% 50.0% 71.2%
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< 6 mnths 9 2 1 5 6 2 25

6 - 12 mnths 6 0 0 0 1 0 7

> 1 yr 43 15 11 3 8 1 81

All 58 17 12 8 15 3 113

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 74.1% 88.2% 91.7% 37.5% 53.3% 33.3% 71.7%

< 6 mnths 11 0 0 3 8 0 22

6 - 12 mnths 9 1 1 0 3 0 14

> 1 yr 64 16 12 4 8 1 105

All 84 17 13 7 19 1 141

Proportion of Applications> 1 yr 76.2% 94.1% 92.3% 57.1% 42.1% 100.0% 74.5%
Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:
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1 Renewable energy applications include wind farms, single wind turbines, solar panels, hydroelectric applications, 
and biomass/anaerobic digesters (including landfill gas).
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Table 8.1 - Live Legacy1 applications by Council2

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
All Councils

< 6 mnths 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

6 - 12 mnths 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

> 1 yr 2 20 30 5 14 28 0 15 0 15 56 185

All1 2 20 30 5 14 28 0 15 0 15 56 185

< 6 mnths 268       391       540       514       452       303       348       424       278       394       762       4,674    

6 - 12 mnths 40         104       113       118       100       69         82         101       43         98         191       1,059    

> 1 yr 11         82         59         83         81         153       68         82         38         76         230       963       

All1 319       577       712       715       633       525       498       607       359       568       1,183    6,696    

Proportion > 1 yr 3.4% 14.2% 8.3% 11.6% 12.8% 29.1% 13.7% 13.5% 10.6% 13.4% 19.4% 14.4%
Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:
1 Legacy cases have been selected as those received earlier than 1st April 2015.
2 This table excludes departmental applications.
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Table 8.2 - Legacy1 and Council received2 applications decided/withdrawn in 2017/18 and average processing times by Council3

2017/18

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down
Northern Ireland

Legacy cases 2 1 2 5 3 11 4 8 1 3 8 48

Council received cases 13 5 13 25 7 16 11 13 9 10 7 129

All cases 15 6 15 30 10 27 15 21 10 13 15 177

Legacy cases 4 14 12 18 13 25 4 28 1 18 57 194

Council received cases 740 1,010 1,167 1,832 1,126 956 1,039 963 885 1,218 1,615 12,551

All cases 744 1,024 1,179 1,850 1,139 981 1,043 991 886 1,236 1,672 12,745

Legacy cases 113.8    300.2    226.2    141.0    205.4    332.4    161.6    276.3    834.6    145.2    216.4    200.8    

Council received cases 38.8      42.8      32.6      41.4      41.0      42.3      25.4      43.0      18.2      34.1      91.8      39.8      

All cases 40.0      53.0      36.4      51.5      58.4      63.2      30.6      94.4      29.0      44.4      127.6    50.2      

Legacy cases 114.0    170.4    139.3    137.8    166.6    155.6    148.8    156.7    147.6    155.4    176.2    155.5    

Council received cases 12.0      17.0      13.8      15.0      20.2      15.4      12.4      20.8      9.6        14.2      16.2      15.0      

All cases 12.1      17.2      14.0      15.2      20.4      16.2      12.4      21.6      9.6        14.4      17.0      15.2      
Source: NI Planning Portal

Notes:

3 This table excludes departmental applications.
4 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the 
application is withdrawn.  The median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not 
be considered as "typical".
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1 Legacy cases have been selected as those received earlier than 1st April 2015.
2 Council recieved cases have been selected as those received on or after 1st April 2015.



Table 9.1- Additional activity1 received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Discharge of Conditions
Apr-Jun 2017 10 0 10 29 24 16 21 3 10 6 16 6 151
Jul-Sep 2017 15 0 7 41 13 13 20 8 8 8 20 18 171
Oct-Dec 2017 16 6 16 45 23 9 15 3 14 24 18 2 191
Jan-Mar 2018 11 5 11 43 26 15 35 10 7 14 21 14 212
2017/18 52 11 44 158 86 53 91 24 39 52 75 40 725
2016/17 63 0 51 140 66 8 86 36 29 43 30 12 564
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -11 11 -7 18 20 45 5 -12 10 9 45 28 161
Apr-Jun 2017 13 0 13 33 10 3 31 6 14 12 20 2 157
Jul-Sep 2017 8 0 8 35 25 15 23 4 7 3 16 15 159
Oct-Dec 2017 19 0 11 44 19 7 13 7 5 13 22 3 163
Jan-Mar 2018 10 6 5 44 26 18 24 3 12 5 16 8 177
2017/18 50 6 37 156 80 43 91 20 38 33 74 28 656
2016/17 66 0 46 115 58 0 70 13 21 36 15 7 447
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -16 6 -9 41 22 43 21 7 17 -3 59 21 209
Apr-Jun 2017 4 0 10 31 10 2 30 6 14 12 19 2 140
Jul-Sep 2017 5 0 7 33 24 13 23 4 7 3 15 15 149
Oct-Dec 2017 14 0 6 36 18 7 13 2 4 13 18 3 134
Jan-Mar 2018 5 6 5 33 26 13 24 3 11 5 13 5 149
2017/18 28 6 28 133 78 35 90 15 36 33 65 25 572
2016/17 38 0 33 97 56 0 67 13 20 35 15 7 381
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -10 6 -5 36 22 35 23 2 16 -2 50 18 191
Apr-Jun 2017 30.8% - 76.9% 93.9% 100.0% 66.7% 96.8% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 95.0% 100.0% 89.2%
Jul-Sep 2017 62.5% - 87.5% 94.3% 96.0% 86.7% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 93.8% 100.0% 93.7%
Oct-Dec 2017 73.7% - 54.5% 81.8% 94.7% 100.0% 100.0% 28.6% 80.0% 100.0% 81.8% 100.0% 82.2%
Jan-Mar 2018 50.0% 100.0% 100.0% 75.0% 100.0% 72.2% 100.0% 100.0% 91.7% 100.0% 81.3% 62.5% 84.2%
2017/18 56.0% 100.0% 75.7% 85.3% 97.5% 81.4% 98.9% 75.0% 94.7% 100.0% 87.8% 89.3% 87.2%
2016/17 57.6% - 71.7% 84.3% 96.6% - 95.7% 100.0% 95.2% 97.2% 100.0% 100.0% 85.2%
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -1.6 - 3.9 0.9 0.9 - 3.2 -25.0 -0.5 2.8 -12.2 -10.7 2.0
Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 5
Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4
2017/18 0 0 1 1 5 1 1 3 0 0 1 0 13
2016/17 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 8
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -3 0 1 1 3 1 1 3 -2 0 0 0 5
Apr-Jun 2017 9.6 - 9.2 10.2 14.5 5.0 8.8 12.7 4.6 10.9 6.7 16.5 8.8
Jul-Sep 2017 9.3 - 16.7 8.6 8.0 15.0 6.0 12.0 9.6 3.4 4.2 6.0 7.5
Oct-Dec 2017 7.6 - 9.2 8.3 14.4 16.1 9.4 16.2 4.4 6.4 4.6 5.8 8.0
Jan-Mar 2018 6.2 13.0 7.4 8.8 8.6 21.8 6.6 49.2 6.9 5.6 5.0 6.5 8.2
2017/18 8.2 13.0 9.1 8.8 9.4 15.4 7.8 15.4 6.3 6.8 4.8 6.1 8.2
2016/17 5.8 - 7.6 7.8 7.4 - 6.9 10.2 6.0 11.0 8.3 11.4 7.4
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 2.4 - 1.5 1.0 2.0 - 0.9 5.2 0.3 -4.2 -3.5 -5.3 0.8
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Table 9.1- Additional activity1 received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Certificates of Lawfulness (Proposed & Existing)
Apr-Jun 2017 17 12 14 20 9 4 8 8 7 11 14 0 124
Jul-Sep 2017 8 8 14 15 8 1 6 11 5 8 16 0 100
Oct-Dec 2017 13 13 11 18 7 6 8 10 5 11 13 0 115
Jan-Mar 2018 16 16 16 28 9 3 8 6 7 17 19 0 145
2017/18 54 49 55 81 33 14 30 35 24 47 62 0 484
2016/17 55 39 47 53 38 41 27 31 30 51 57 0 469
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1 10 8 28 -5 -27 3 4 -6 -4 5 0 15
Apr-Jun 2017 16 8 17 15 7 5 6 4 4 15 14 0 111
Jul-Sep 2017 15 11 12 20 9 3 6 6 5 6 17 0 110
Oct-Dec 2017 8 10 12 12 6 3 6 12 4 6 13 0 92
Jan-Mar 2018 16 16 6 18 7 2 4 10 8 12 12 0 111
2017/18 55 45 47 65 29 13 22 32 21 39 56 0 424
2016/17 42 29 50 57 34 44 24 37 31 50 59 0 457
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 13 16 -3 8 -5 -31 -2 -5 -10 -11 -3 0 -33
Apr-Jun 2017 16 7 17 15 6 5 5 4 4 15 10 0 104
Jul-Sep 2017 13 10 12 18 9 3 5 4 5 6 13 0 98
Oct-Dec 2017 8 10 11 9 5 3 5 10 3 6 10 0 80
Jan-Mar 2018 12 16 6 16 6 1 3 7 8 11 8 0 94
2017/18 49 43 46 58 26 12 18 25 20 38 41 0 376
2016/17 41 26 43 45 25 36 23 33 29 44 47 0 392
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 8 17 3 13 1 -24 -5 -8 -9 -6 -6 0 -16
Apr-Jun 2017 100.0% 87.5% 100.0% 100.0% 85.7% 100.0% 83.3% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 71.4% - 93.7%
Jul-Sep 2017 86.7% 90.9% 100.0% 90.0% 100.0% 100.0% 83.3% 66.7% 100.0% 100.0% 76.5% - 89.1%
Oct-Dec 2017 100.0% 100.0% 91.7% 75.0% 83.3% 100.0% 83.3% 83.3% 75.0% 100.0% 76.9% - 87.0%
Jan-Mar 2018 75.0% 100.0% 100.0% 88.9% 85.7% 50.0% 75.0% 70.0% 100.0% 91.7% 66.7% - 84.7%
2017/18 89.1% 95.6% 97.9% 89.2% 89.7% 92.3% 81.8% 78.1% 95.2% 97.4% 73.2% - 88.7%
2016/17 97.6% 89.7% 86.0% 78.9% 73.5% 81.8% 95.8% 89.2% 93.5% 88.0% 79.7% - 85.8%
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) -8.5 5.9 11.9 10.3 16.1 10.5 -14.0 -11.1 1.7 9.4 -6.4 - 2.9
Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Jul-Sep 2017 0 1 1 2 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 9
Oct-Dec 2017 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 3
Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
2017/18 0 2 1 2 6 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 16
2016/17 3 4 1 3 1 0 1 4 1 0 5 0 23
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -3 -2 0 -1 5 0 -1 -2 0 1 -4 0 -7
Apr-Jun 2017 9.3 14.1 9.2 8.8 15.6 6.2 11.5 7.6 5.6 6.8 11.5 - 9.2
Jul-Sep 2017 9.2 11.3 10.4 13.3 18.9 5.8 7.2 7.9 3.9 8.2 11.1 - 9.4
Oct-Dec 2017 6.9 8.6 6.4 11.0 13.5 2.6 6.0 5.6 6.7 17.4 12.0 - 8.4
Jan-Mar 2018 5.3 8.3 6.3 9.3 13.4 23.0 12.7 11.9 1.6 7.5 16.2 - 8.8
2017/18 7.6 10.4 8.4 9.6 15.0 5.8 7.3 7.4 3.9 7.5 11.8 - 9.0
2016/17 8.6 11.2 11.6 9.9 11.8 14.9 4.6 14.8 4.4 13.8 13.7 - 10.9
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1.0 -0.8 -3.2 -0.3 3.2 -9.1 2.7 -7.4 -0.5 -6.3 -1.9 - -1.9
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Pre-Application Discussions
Apr-Jun 2017 7 14 17 25 15 14 13 27 3 24 7 1 167
Jul-Sep 2017 7 10 5 18 18 8 19 18 5 19 4 0 131
Oct-Dec 2017 14 21 9 31 8 17 24 14 0 20 7 0 165
Jan-Mar 2018 8 12 12 85 16 14 29 20 4 10 14 0 224
2017/18 36 57 43 159 57 53 85 79 12 73 32 1 687
2016/17 41 68 50 160 48 38 45 66 14 84 32 2 648
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -5 -11 -7 -1 9 15 40 13 -2 -11 0 -1 39
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Proposals of Application Notice
Apr-Jun 2017 2 0 3 13 5 7 2 5 5 9 3 0 54
Jul-Sep 2017 6 0 5 13 2 2 2 4 5 8 6 0 53
Oct-Dec 2017 5 4 6 14 6 1 0 5 1 5 1 0 48
Jan-Mar 2018 2 2 2 18 6 5 2 2 2 7 7 0 55
2017/18 15 6 16 58 19 15 6 16 13 29 17 0 210
2016/17 23 10 22 48 18 10 15 14 11 20 10 3 204
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Table 9.1- Additional activity1 received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -8 -4 -6 10 1 5 -9 2 2 9 7 -3 6
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Table 9.1- Additional activity1 received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Non Material Change
Apr-Jun 2017 5 8 10 19 13 13 8 10 14 19 9 0 128
Jul-Sep 2017 8 9 9 22 14 7 3 14 8 16 14 0 124
Oct-Dec 2017 14 6 11 17 6 7 8 17 11 16 17 0 130
Jan-Mar 2018 10 11 9 17 5 17 4 12 9 11 19 0 124
2017/18 37 34 39 75 38 44 23 53 42 62 59 0 506
2016/17 49 48 34 69 48 30 26 43 32 62 52 0 493
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -12 -14 5 6 -10 14 -3 10 10 0 7 0 13
Apr-Jun 2017 11 11 10 15 14 7 7 12 15 18 10 0 130
Jul-Sep 2017 8 9 7 23 11 9 3 15 8 14 13 0 120
Oct-Dec 2017 10 11 11 11 6 8 8 11 6 13 16 0 111
Jan-Mar 2018 11 6 12 18 6 7 4 14 14 10 18 0 120
2017/18 40 37 40 67 37 31 22 52 43 55 57 0 481
2016/17 46 37 31 70 35 25 25 35 29 56 59 0 448
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -6 0 9 -3 2 6 -3 17 14 -1 -2 0 33
Apr-Jun 2017 11 10 9 9 9 5 4 7 11 15 5 0 95
Jul-Sep 2017 8 7 6 12 7 4 2 12 5 12 11 0 86
Oct-Dec 2017 9 10 10 10 3 5 5 9 3 11 5 0 80

Jan-Mar 2018 8 6 10 11 4 3 4 9 11 6 9 0 81

2017/18 36 33 35 42 23 17 15 37 30 44 30 0 342
2016/17 38 30 20 56 19 15 17 28 17 45 31 0 316
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -2 3 15 -14 4 2 -2 9 13 -1 -1 0 26
Apr-Jun 2017 100.0% 90.9% 90.0% 60.0% 64.3% 71.4% 57.1% 58.3% 73.3% 83.3% 50.0% - 73.1%
Jul-Sep 2017 100.0% 77.8% 85.7% 52.2% 63.6% 44.4% 66.7% 80.0% 62.5% 85.7% 84.6% - 71.7%
Oct-Dec 2017 90.0% 90.9% 90.9% 90.9% 50.0% 62.5% 62.5% 81.8% 50.0% 84.6% 31.3% - 72.1%
Jan-Mar 2018 72.7% 100.0% 83.3% 61.1% 66.7% 42.9% 100.0% 64.3% 78.6% 60.0% 50.0% - 67.5%
2017/18 90.0% 89.2% 87.5% 62.7% 62.2% 54.8% 68.2% 71.2% 69.8% 80.0% 52.6% - 71.1%
2016/17 82.6% 81.1% 64.5% 80.0% 54.3% 60.0% 68.0% 80.0% 58.6% 80.4% 52.5% - 70.5%
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 7.4 8.1 23.0 -17.3 7.9 -5.2 0.2 -8.8 11.1 -0.4 0.1 - 0.6
Apr-Jun 2017 1 0 0 3 2 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 10
Jul-Sep 2017 0 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 9
Oct-Dec 2017 1 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 9
Jan-Mar 2018 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
2017/18 2 3 2 3 10 2 0 1 0 5 3 0 31
2016/17 2 0 2 4 9 2 1 2 0 2 7 0 31
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 3 0 -1 1 0 -1 -1 0 3 -4 0 0
Apr-Jun 2017 13.5 4.6 17.8 6.5 9.4 8.4 6.6 10.8 2.2 4.4 9.4 - 7.1
Jul-Sep 2017 6.3 17.8 5.7 6.6 9.8 10.0 5.6 6.8 3.1 6.0 5.6 - 6.6
Oct-Dec 2017 5.8 26.9 11.3 5.6 9.4 8.7 4.3 7.8 5.5 6.4 3.8 - 6.7
Jan-Mar 2018 4.8 5.6 12.0 14.0 8.4 15.2 5.5 8.9 3.8 10.2 4.9 - 8.2
2017/18 7.1 12.8 10.2 7.7 9.2 9.2 5.2 8.8 3.4 6.1 4.8 - 6.8
2016/17 7.8 10.2 7.8 11.3 6.7 13.8 6.6 12.2 3.2 7.2 8.8 - 8.4
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -0.7 2.6 2.4 -3.6 2.5 -4.6 -1.4 -3.4 0.2 -1.1 -4.0 - -1.6
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Table 9.1- Additional activity1 received, decided, withdrawn and average processing times by Authority

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Ards & North Down

Armagh City, Banbridge & 

Craigavon

Belfast City

Causeway Coast & Glens

Derry City & Strabane
Fermanagh & Omagh

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Newry, Mourne & Down

Strategic Planning Division
Northern Ireland

Tree Preservations Orders
Apr-Jun 2017 6 15 6 45 1 1 1 0 8 3 0 0 86
Jul-Sep 2017 3 18 2 40 1 0 3 0 6 0 0 0 73
Oct-Dec 2017 4 16 2 46 2 0 2 0 4 2 0 0 78
Jan-Mar 2018 3 14 2 29 6 2 1 0 3 0 0 0 60
2017/18 16 63 12 160 10 3 7 0 21 5 0 0 297
2016/17 15 53 9 122 8 1 7 0 27 2 0 0 244
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 1 10 3 38 2 2 0 0 -6 3 0 0 53
Apr-Jun 2017 3 8 2 44 3 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 68
Jul-Sep 2017 7 6 3 39 1 0 0 0 7 1 0 0 64
Oct-Dec 2017 2 10 5 44 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 66
Jan-Mar 2018 3 9 1 34 7 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 59
2017/18 15 33 11 161 12 0 0 0 21 4 0 0 257
2016/17 14 33 3 98 3 1 4 0 20 0 0 0 176
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 1 0 8 63 9 -1 -4 0 1 4 0 0 81
Apr-Jun 2017 3 8 2 44 3 0 0 0 6 2 0 0 68
Jul-Sep 2017 7 6 2 39 1 0 0 0 7 1 0 0 63
Oct-Dec 2017 2 10 2 43 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 62
Jan-Mar 2018 3 9 1 34 7 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 59
2017/18 15 33 7 160 12 0 0 0 21 4 0 0 252
2016/17 12 33 3 98 3 1 4 0 20 0 0 0 174
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 3 0 4 62 9 -1 -4 0 1 4 0 0 78
Apr-Jun 2017 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - - - 100.0% 100.0% - - 100.0%
Jul-Sep 2017 100.0% 100.0% 66.7% 100.0% 100.0% - - - 100.0% 100.0% - - 98.4%
Oct-Dec 2017 100.0% 100.0% 40.0% 97.7% 100.0% - - - 100.0% - - - 93.9%
Jan-Mar 2018 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - - - 100.0% 100.0% - - 100.0%
2017/18 100.0% 100.0% 63.6% 99.4% 100.0% - - - 100.0% 100.0% - - 98.1%
2016/17 85.7% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% - 100.0% - - - 98.9%
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18(pp) 14.3 0.0 -36.4 -0.6 0.0 - - - 0.0 - - - -0.8
Apr-Jun 2017 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Jul-Sep 2017 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
Oct-Dec 2017 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
Jan-Mar 2018 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
2017/18 1 0 3 9 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 15
2016/17 1 3 0 11 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 16
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 0 -3 3 -2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 -1
Apr-Jun 2017 4.2 12.2 11.8 3.3 7.8 - - - 4.9 4.5 - - 4.2
Jul-Sep 2017 5.2 6.5 9.6 3.2 65.0 - - - 7.8 7.4 - - 4.6
Oct-Dec 2017 2.7 17.4 23.1 1.6 14.8 - - - 4.9 . - - 2.8
Jan-Mar 2018 3.8 17.0 10.0 2.4 3.2 - - - 6.4 4.4 - - 3.7
2017/18 4.1 12.6 13.8 2.4 5.8 - - - 5.8 5.4 - - 4.0
2016/17 5.4 5.7 14.4 3.0 3.6 25.6 5.2 - 6.8 - - - 4.4
Change over Year: 2016/17 - 2017/18 -1.3 6.9 -0.6 -0.6 2.2 - - - -1.0 - - - -0.4

Source: NI Planning Portal
Notes:
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5 The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which a case is deemed valid to the date on which the decision is issued or the case is withdrawn.  The 
median is used for the average processing time as any extreme values have the potential to inflate the mean, leading to a result that may not be considered as "typical".

1 Additional activity details the "non-application" workload of the Authorities, and includes Discharge of conditions, Certificates of Lawfulness (Proposed & Existing), Tree Preservation Orders 
(TPOs)/Consents to Fell Trees in Conservation Area,  Pre-Application Discussions (PADs), Proposals of Application Notice (PANs) and Non Material Change.  For both PADs and PANs, only 
the received cases have been included in the table as it is not considered appropriate to report on decided/withdrawn cases or processing times for these types of activity.

2 All cases received may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and cases decided may not have been received in the same time period.  Cases received also include 
applications which may be subsequently withdrawn.
3 Cases decided do not include withdrawn cases.
4 The number and per cent of cases approved is based on the number of decisions issued in the same time period.



User Guidance 

Notes on Data Source & Quality

The records of all planning applications from 1st April 2017 to 31st March 2018 were transferred in April 2018 from a 

live database. This included all live planning applications in the Planning Portal. The data were validated by Analysis, 

Statistics and Research Branch (ASRB) which involved quality checks and inspection of coding of classifications in the 

Planning Portal.  Local councils were provided with their own headline planning statistics before the release of this 

publication as part of the quality assurance process.  On completion of ASRB and council validation, a final extract was 

taken at the end of May 2018.  Quarterly data for 2017/18 are now finalised and will not be subject to further scheduled 

revision.

Users should be aware that quite a number of structural changes have been made to the Planning Portal and associated 

processes, in order to comply with new planning legislation and it will inevitably take time for these to become properly 

embedded. 

Regionally Significant / Major / Local Development Applications after 1st April 2014

Note that a new classification hierarchy of development for planning application came into effect on 1st April 2014, on 

an administrative basis, with the introduction of the following new categories – regionally significant, major and local 

development.  The hierarchy was subsequently placed on a statutory basis in line with the transfer of planning functions 

to the new district councils on 1st April 2015. It should be noted that there are some differences between the initial 

administrative hierarchy classifications in place from 1st April 2014 and the final classifications set out in the Planning 

(Development Management) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 (S.R.2015 No.71).  

Regionally significant developments (RSD) are similar to former Article 31 applications in that they will be determined by 

the Department.  These developments have a critical contribution to make to the economic and social success of 

Northern Ireland as a whole, or a substantial part of the region.  They also include developments which have significant 

effects beyond Northern Ireland or involve a substantial departure from a local development plan.  Applications for 

these development proposals will be submitted to and determined by the Department.  However, the thresholds for 

RSD may mean that applications which may have previously been dealt with by the Department will now be classified as 

major development and thus determined by the relevant council. Like major applications, RSD proposals will be subject 

to pre-application consultation with the community.  

Major developments  have important economic, social and environmental implications for a council area.  The majority 

of applications for major developments will be dealt with by councils under the new planning system and will be subject 

to pre-application consultation with the community.  

Local developments  will comprise of all other developments (other than permitted development) that do not fall within 

the classes described for major or for regionally significant developments.  They comprise of the vast majority of 

residential and minor commercial applications to be received and determined by a council.  

Departmental activity

Retained Section 26 (former Article 31) applications  are Major applications being processed by the Department as 

Article 31 (under the Planning (NI) Order 1991) and, where a decision had not issued before 1 April 2015, which will now 

be determined under Section 26 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011.

Retained Section 29 (former non Article 31) applications  are those being dealt with by the Department’s Strategic 

Planning Division which were close to determination at 1 April 2015 and which were retained for determination as if the 

Department had called them in under Section 29 of the Planning Act (NI) 2015.

Called-in applications are those initially made to councils where the Minister/Department directs that these should fall 

to the Department for determination.



Appeals

All applicants of a planning application have the right to appeal a decision or the conditions attached to a decision. The 

statistics reflected in this publication only reflect the original decision and not any subsequent decision on appeal. 

Enforcement Activity

Compliance and enforcement are important functions of the planning system.  The summary data presented in this 

report and accompanying Excel tables covers enforcement cases opened, enforcement cases closed, court action taken 

and the live caseload as at the end of the quarter. Cases may be closed for a variety of reasons:

•case has been remedied or resolved (the breach may have been removed or amended accordingly); 

•planning permission has been granted (so no breach has occurred); it would not be expedient to take further action; 

•no breach has actually occurred; the breach may be immune from enforcement action (it may be outside the time 

limit in which to initiate action); 

•Or an application has been allowed on appeal or indeed the notice has been quashed.

The time taken to conclude an enforcement case is calculated from the date on which the complaint is received to the 

earliest date of the following: 

•    a notice is issued; 

•    legal proceedings commence; 

•    a planning application is received;

•     the case is closed.

Please note that the number of cases closed is not a sub-set of the number of cases concluded in that period - cases that 

are concluded in any given period may not be closed until subsequent periods, and cases that are closed in any given 

period may have been concluded in previous quarters.

The value at 70% is determined by sorting data from its lowest to highest values and then taking the data point at the 

70th percentile of the sequence.

Processing Times

The time taken to process a decision/withdrawal is calculated from the date on which an application is deemed valid to 

the date on which the decision is issued or the application is withdrawn.  The average processing time is the median.  

The median is determined by sorting data from its lowest to highest values and then taking the data point in the middle 

of the sequence.  The median is used because some planning applications can take several years to reach a decision.  As 

a consequence, these extreme cases (outliers) inflate the mean and the result is that the mean may not be considered as 

‘typical’.  Therefore the median may be taken to better represent the ‘average’ or ‘typical’ processing time.



Geographical Classification

Note on Exclusions:

Certificates of Lawful Use or Development (CLUDs)

Certificates of Lawful Use or Development (CLUDs), either proposed or existing, have not been included in the Official 

Statistics bulletin since 2012/13.  These are not actually applications for planning permission.  A council will issue a CLUD 

if it is satisfied that a particular development is lawful within the provisions of planning legislation.  Examples include 

proposed extensions, which fall within the provisions of the Planning (General Permitted Development) Order (Northern 

Ireland) 2015 for permitted development and do not require planning permission, or uses that have become lawful due 

to the length of time they have been in existence.

Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)

While applications for planning permission and other consents were included in the operational statistics produced prior 

to transfer, Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) were excluded. In the interests of consistency TPOs will also be excluded 

from the new operational statistics. 

Non Material Changes (NMCs)

Applications for a Non Material Change (NMCs) to an existing planning permission are provided for under the 2011 Act, 

but they are not planning applications.  There is no requirement to advertise or consult on NMCs.  

Pre-Application Discussions (PADs) 

Pre-Application Discussions (PADs) are not provided for in planning legislation and councils may adopt different 

approaches in relation to these, as may the Department.  

The method of classifying the urban and rural marker has been updated to reflect the latest NISRA guidance using the 

2015 Settlement limits:

https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/settlement-2015-documentation 

This method is preferred to the previous method as it more accurately considers which of the 8 Settlement bands fall 

into mainly urban or rural areas.  The limitation of the previous method was that all settlement bands were classified as 

urban.  Under the new method it is recognised that smaller settlements are more rural than urban in character and 

should be distinguished as such.  Presently the mid-point of the application polygon is used to assign urban and rural 

bandings.

From Q2 2016/17 an additional split has been provided reporting separately rural settlements with populations of less 

than 5,000 people. In addition to that ‘housing developments’ and ‘other’ residential applications have been included 

within the urban and rural breakdowns.  

If users want to compare this information with information published before 2015/16 the ‘housing developments’ and 

‘other’ residential applications should be excluded first; the next step to obtain a comparative figure would be to add 

‘Urban settlements’ (>=5,000 people) and ‘Rural settlements’ (<5,000 people) together.

From 2015/16 the Urban/Rural data reported in this bulletin is based on the recommended NISRA definition.  To obtain 

rural figures in line with the NISRA definition users should add ‘Rural Settlements’ and ‘Countryside’ together.

The method of classifying the Parliamentary Constituencies is based on the x and y co-ordinates as recorded on the 

planning application in conjunction with Westminster Parliamentary Constituency boundaries (2008).



Proposal of Application Notices (PANs)

Proposal of Application Notices (PANs) are provided for under Section 27 of the 2011 Act, but they are not planning 

applications. They are essentially advance notices of major/RSD planning applications and detail how a developer 

proposes to engage with the community.  A major/RSD development planning application cannot be submitted without 

a PAN having been issued, community consultation undertaken and a report prepared and submitted with the 

application by a developer. 

Discharge of Conditions (DCs)

It will be necessary to seek to discharge a condition where planning approval has been granted and a condition has been 

attached to the decision which requires the further consent, agreement or approval of the council (or the Department).

Further Information

Information and statistics for the other devolved administrations and Republic of Ireland can be found at the following 

links. 

England: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-applications-statistics

Scotland: 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning

Wales: 

http://gov.wales/topics/planning/planningstats/development-management-quarterly-survey/?lang=en

Republic of Ireland

http://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/

Building Control (LPS Starts and completions)

https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics

Housing bulletin DfC:

https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/housing-statistics

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-applications-statistics
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Planning
http://gov.wales/topics/planning/planningstats/development-management-quarterly-survey/?lang=en
http://www.cso.ie/en/statistics/construction/
https://www.finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/topics/housing-statistics


Definitions

The Statistical Categories referred to in Table 5.1 are defined below.

Agricultural 

These include agricultural buildings or structures for the storage of slurry and/or manure, agricultural 

glasshouses, stables and livery yards and infilling of land for agricultural purposes.

Commercial 

These include food supermarkets and superstores, non food retailing, major retail developments exceeding 

1000 sq m, alterations, extensions and improvements to buildings used for retailing, retail warehouses, 

clubs, post offices, factory outlets, petrol stations, offices, purpose built office developments, restaurants, 

car parking, and motor vehicle display, hire, repair or sale. 

Government and Civic

These include police stations, coastguard stations, civic amenity sites, recycling centres, schools and colleges, 

hospitals, clinics, other medical establishments including surgeries and dental practices, ‘Hard infrastructure’ 

facilities such as roads, water mains, water treatment works, trunk sewers, waste water treatment works 

and natural gas pipelines. Also includes recreational facilities, including indoor and outdoor sports facilities, 

and swimming pools and renewable energy applications, including wind turbines, wind farms, solar panels, 

biomass burners, hydroelectric schemes etc. Note that this category also includes non public sector 

applications related to the above topics.

Industrial and Manufacturing  

These include factories, warehousing, light and general industrial floor space, quarries, sand and gravel 

extraction and fuel depots.  
 

Mixed Development 

These include applications for mixed development incorporating a number of development types such as 

residential, retailing, offices, community and leisure.

Residential  

These include housing developments (incorporating a mixture of house types and apartments), purpose built 

apartment developments, sheltered housing schemes, single dwellings including dwellings on farms, holiday 

chalets, caravans and mobile homes, alteration, extension or improvement of existing dwellings, residential 

homes or nursing homes, hotels or motels. 

Change of Use 

These include applications for a change in the use of land or buildings including changes to residential, 

retailing, offices, community or leisure uses.  

Other types of application

All other types of applications not mentioned above are put into the ‘Other’ category but mainly comprise 

‘Works to Facilitate Persons Who Are Disabled’, ‘Advertisements’, and ‘Listed Buildings’.



The application types referred to in Excel Table 5.6 are defined below.

Outline permission

An application for outline planning permission can be used to ascertain whether a proposed development is 

acceptable in principle.  This usually means that detailed drawings are not needed.  However, the council or, 

as the case may be, the Department, may, in certain circumstances, require the submission of additional 

information or insist that an application for full planning permission be submitted. 

Full permission

An application for full planning permission requires the submission of all details of the proposal.  This type of 

application would be appropriate, for example, if the erection of new buildings is proposed and / or if a 

change of use of land or buildings is proposed.

Approval of Reserved Matters

If outline planning permission is granted, then a subsequent application and  approval relating to the siting, 

design, external appearance, means of access and landscaping details, known as ‘reserved matters’, will be 

required before building work can commence.  The reserved matters application must be consistent with the 

outline planning permission and take into account any conditions that have been attached to it. If the 

development proposal changes, then it may be necessary to submit a new planning application.

Consent to Display an Advertisement

Advertisement consent is normally required to display an advertisement, particularly large signs and 

illuminated adverts. 

Listed Building Consent 

Works that would affect the character of a listed building need listed building consent.  This includes work to 

the internal or external fabric of the building or any demolition.  It should be noted that the requirement for 

Listed Building Consent is in addition to any requirement for planning permission for works to a listed 

building. 

Conservation Area Consent 

Works that would entail the full or partial demolition of a non-listed building in a conservation area need 

conservation area consent. It should be noted that the requirement for Conservation Area Consent may be in 

addition to any requirement for planning permission.  

Hazardous Substances Consent

The Planning (Hazardous Substances) (No2) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 are concerned with the 

storage and use of hazardous substances which could, in quantities at or above specified limits, present a 

risk.  Hazardous Substances Consent ensures that hazardous substances can be kept or used in significant 

amounts only after the council or, as the case may be, the Department has had the opportunity to assess the 

degree of risk arising to persons in the surrounding area and to the environment.
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