
An inclusive beach for Groomsport? 
 

Your opinion matters! 

Ards and North Down Borough Council is exploring the possibility of creating an 

inclusive beach, like that at Benone Strand. This will be in partnership with the Mae 

Murray Foundation1. 

 

The Council is looking for a suitable location within the Borough, where people of all 

abilities can share and enjoy seaside activities. An interim report has identified 

Groomsport as a potential location and the Council has requested officers work in 

association with the Mae Murray Foundation on plans, estimated costs and 

resources required to develop, designate and run Groomsport Beach as an inclusive 

facility. A report on the prospects of development will then be brought back for 

Elected Members for them to make a decision on the viability of this project.  

 

To support and assist Council officers in this work we would like to gather feedback 

on the idea of making Groomsport Beach more accessible, specific requirement of 

potential users of an inclusive beach and any concerns residents of Groomsport may 

have if this project proceeds. We would appreciate if you could take five minutes to 

complete the questionnaire.  

 

Some background information is contained over the page for you to consider before 

completing the questionnaire. 

 

  

                                                           
1 www.maemurrayfoundation.org 



Background to the proposal 

An inclusive beach is an area that provides for the needs of a range of users of all 

ages and will provide many with the opportunity to walk or access the sand via use 

of special equipment at the site. 

Changes that could be made in Groomsport include: 

• Redeveloping the existing toilet block to create an accredited “Changing 

Places” toilet and shower as well as a store/maintenance area for the beach 

accessibility equipment 

• Installing a correctly graduated ramp to make it possible for beach 

wheelchairs to access the beach 

• Re-configuring a small section of the carpark to improve accessible parking 

 

Beach accessible equipment 

The equipment is anticipated to be provided by the Mae Murray foundation who will 

provide approximately six pieces of equipment including beach chairs, beach 

walkers and floating chairs to cater for a range of sizes and abilities.  The provision 

of Mobi Matting will also be necessary to facilitate users to access the sand. Mobi 

Matting will also enable families with pushchairs to better access the sand. 

 

Operating times 

The times and hours of operation will be dependent on the demand for the 

accessible beach; partly determined by the feedback received in this questionnaire. 

Potentially the beach will only operate throughout the bathing season of 1st June 

until 15th September.  

The staffing arrangements of the site will be determined by the demand for access 

and if there is a requirement to provide lifeguards (if there is a demand for water 

accessible wheelchairs) at certain high use periods.  We will investigate the potential 

for volunteers to be involved in managing the initiative, which may enhance the times 

the equipment for hire is available to users. 

The booking arrangements for any available equipment will be managed by the Mae 

Murray foundation.  

 

Complimentary facilities 

As use of beaches in Northern Ireland is determined by weather this beach is 

complimented with other amenities that will suit the family group and provide 

additional activities including play area, picnic/barbeque benches, short walks and a 

paddling pool.  


