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Front cover photograph taken at Donaghadee Harbour

Welcome to the winter 
edition of the Borough 
Magazine, which 
provides an update on 
Council’s activities over 
the past few months 
and information about 
future developments. 

Stephen Reid, Chief Executive 
Ards and North Down Borough 
Council

Your views on the 
Borough Magazine 
How often do you read the Borough 
Magazine?

 Always  

 Sometimes  

 This is the first time

The Borough Magazine is delivered to your 
door twice a year. Do you think this is:

 Too often

 About right

 Not often enough

  The Council should not provide a publication 
of this kind

  Don’t know

It is a good way for me to find out about the 
Council?

  Strongly agree

  Agree

  Neither agree nor disagree

  Disagree

  Strongly disagree

What areas appeal to you most in the 
Borough Magazine?

 Waste and Recycling 

  Business support articles

  Planning Information

  Project Updates

  Recycling Community Investment Fund 
Initiatives 

  Leisure

  What’s On Guide

Thank you for taking the time to tell us what you 
think.

Any other comments?

Please return this slip to: 
Corporate Communications, Ards and North Down 
Borough Council, Town Hall, The Castle, Bangor 
BT20 4BT, or send us your views by email to 
communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Our summer programme of events brought many visitors 
to our Borough. Notably, Sea Bangor saw 45,000 people 
enjoy a maritime festival over a weekend in June. We also 
welcomed the Red Hot Chilli Pipers to the Donaghadee 
Lights Up event in September which saw 15,000 people 
enjoy a fusion of traditional Scottish music and rock/
pop anthems. These free events are evidence of our 
commitment to provide high quality, fun events that will 
attract visitors from near and far.

Thanks to the savings achieved by the fantastic recycling 
efforts of local residents, we have been able to grow our 
Recycling Community Investment Fund (RCIF). This fund 
enables us to continue to develop and support a wide 
range of community projects that are helping to make Ards 
and North Down a more sustainable Borough. Find out 
more on pages 16-17.

We want to make life better for all the people who live in 
the Borough, so we have detailed some of the ways in 
which you can get involved in YOUR local community on 
page 6.

It wouldn’t be Christmas without a range of festive 
activities and events across the Borough and this year is 
no different. You can view our full What’s On list on pages 
10-11.

You can read all about this and more in this edition of 
YOUR Borough magazine. I hope that you find it interesting 
and informative. Please feedback your views by completing 
and returning the form on this page.

May I take this opportunity on behalf of the Councillors and 
staff to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful 
and prosperous 2020.

Working with NI Water and using funds from our Recycling 
Community Investment Fund (RCIF) we have supported 
over 200 local businesses (including all Council buildings) 
to become refill locations. So, when you are out and 
about for that festive lunch, drink or shopping for gifts 
for loved ones – look out for refill locations, which can be 
identified by a sticker on business windows or by using the 
interactive map at ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/refill.

We hope to encourage lots of local people and visitors to 
the Borough to refill a re-useable bottle with water from 
the tap rather than buying bottled water in single use 
plastic bottles. Remember...  

•  82% of litter collected on Northern Ireland’s 
beaches is plastic 

•  7.7 billion plastic water bottles are used each 
year in the UK

•  Only 50% of the 38.5 million water bottles 
used each day are recycled

Refill is just one way we are supporting the global 
movement to reduce plastic waste ending up in our oceans. 

Pledge to carry a reusable water bottle every day and to fill 
it up from the tap, see ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/refill

All those who pledge up until the 31 December will be 
entered into a prize draw to win a Chilly's Bottle.

We are continuing to take a STAND for Sustainability in lots 
of different ways. One of our most exciting projects is being 
Northern Ireland’s first and biggest refill Borough.

ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/refill

Grab a reusable bottle and 
refill with our world-class tap 
water – you'll save cash and 
cut plastic pollution
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Progress in 
delivering...
Creating positive outcomes for 
everyone (2017–2032) summarises 
the aspirations of the Big Plan 
for Ards and North Down; the 
Borough’s first Community Plan. 
Implementation of the Big Plan 
involves lots of organisations, 
who deliver public services, 
working together to deliver better 
outcomes for the people who live 
in our Borough. 

The Big Plan was published in 2017 and while it is too early 
to accurately measure its impact, we can report on some 
early successes. 

The Big Plan aspires to make public spaces and services 
accessible and friendly for everyone

•  The Council, Sport NI and the Mae Murray Foundation 
partnered to create the first accessible beach in Ards 
and North Down at Groomsport. 

•  Sport NI and Mencap developed a virtual reality tour of 
Bangor Aurora Aquatic and Leisure Complex.

•  Dementia NI and the Council partnered to develop 
Friendly Friday Arts workshops designed to be 
supportive of those living with dementia.

The Big Plan aspires to empower people to enable them 
to take care of their own wellbeing

•  A Community Resuscitation Group has been established 
to improve the chances of someone suffering an 'out 
of hospital' cardiac attack. The Council has purchased 
resuscitation dummies to train more people across the 
Borough in CPR.

The Big Plan aspires to improve how organisations work 
together to keep vulnerable people safe

•  PSNI and South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust 
partnered to provide mental health triage, undertaking 
joint house calls supporting those who may be at risk.

•  South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust developed 
a partnership with South Eastern Regional College to 
provide a full-time nurse on every campus providing 
students with medical and emotional support.

An official Statement of Progress on the Big Plan  
can be downloaded from ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

While visiting or attending an event in our towns and 
villages during the festive season, be sure to ‘Shop Local’. 
There are a range of independent local traders and retail 
outlets across the Borough which will inspire you to 
purchase that perfect gift for a friend, loved one – or even 
yourself!

Our Borough has the highest concentration of 
professional artists and makers in Northern Ireland, why 
not support our local artists and makers and buy a piece 
of art or a handcrafted gift this year.

We have several opportunities for you to 
purchase local art and craft coming up this 
November... 
•  North Down Museum’s Christmas Craft Market on 

Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 November has become 
a regular on the local shopping calendar. The beautiful 
museum building will be filled with stalls selling unique 
stocking fillers created by local makers. On Saturday 
lunchtime, there will be music in Coffee Cure and who 
knows, Santa may even make an appearance.

•  The Creative Peninsula Christmas Fayre at Ards Arts 
Centre on Friday 29 and Saturday 30 November 
also offers a special shopping experience. Join the 
makers and artists from the Creative Peninsula and be 
inspired to purchase the perfect handcrafted Christmas 
gift in the opulent, festive setting of the Georgian and 
Sunburst Galleries. Seasonal interludes, complimentary 
gift-wrapping and festive refreshments will all be 
available on both days.

Get those dates into your diaries and see you there! 

Support Local 
this Christmas

Discovery Glass

Victoria Bentham Ceramics

Have you started your Christmas shopping yet? With the festive season 
just around the corner, the great range of high street and speciality stores, 
convenient parking and the opportunity to support the local economy are just 
some of the reasons to shop in the Borough this Christmas.
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The proposed scheme includes:
•  new public realm along the 2.2-mile stretch from 

Bangor to Ballyholme

•   new greenways and coastal paths that will better link 
people to both the town and the sea

•  the potential to enhance Pickie Funpark to become a 
visitor attraction of national significance

• a re-imagining of Ballyholme beach. 

The potential for other innovative features that support 
the town’s aspiration to revive itself as an attractive, 
accessible, creative and diverse seaside town will be 
explored as part of the early work AECOM will undertake.

Not only will this work enhance the attractiveness of the 
area and support wider regeneration, but it will create 
a premier destination, encouraging more visitors and 
residents to enjoy the captivating coastline in new and 
different ways.

The Bangor Waterfront Project is one of a number of 
exciting tourism-led regeneration schemes due to receive 
funding from the Belfast Region City Deal. There is the 
potential to secure £40M from this bespoke package of 
funding from Westminster, with the remaining investment 
coming from both the Council and the private sector. 

Company profile:
The AECOM team offers extensive visioning, design, 
environmental and economic expertise. AECOM was 
the masterplanner for the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games and has delivered a range of waterfront 
projects, including Liverpool, Blackpool and in Northern 
Ireland on the award-winning Newcastle public realm. 
AECOM has also worked on a number of projects in 
Bangor, such as the recent town centre public realm 
improvements. The AECOM-led team for the Bangor 
Waterfront project also includes Hemingway Design, Savills 
and Jettora. 

Bangor Waterfront: 
Consultants Appointed 

Queen's Parade
Alongside the Bangor Waterfront project, Bangor 
Marine Ltd has recently been appointed to develop 
the Queen’s Parade area of Bangor.

This represents an investment of £50M in a mixed-
use development that will generate new jobs, shops, 
offices, homes and attractions. Hemingway Design 
is part of the team that will deliver Queen’s Parade, 
which offers great opportunities for synergies and 
innovations as a combined investment of £110m is 
made in the town over the next 10 years. 

AECOM has been appointed as the 
consultant for the £60M Bangor 
Waterfront project that will redevelop 
a 2.2 mile stretch of the seafront to 
help establish Bangor as a thriving 
town and prime visitor attraction in 
Northern Ireland.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES FOR ALL

Our community activity programme 
runs from September to June each 
year, why not give one of our classes 
a try?
From age 0 to 55+ there is a wide range of 
clubs, helping people to engage and learn 
together.

We host parent and toddler groups, play clubs, 
youth clubs, older persons classes and classes 
for those with additional learning needs.

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

We are delighted to offer older people 
and adults with learning disabilities 
the opportunity to take part in a new 
Circus Skills course. 
Try your hand at juggling, plate spinning, hat 
tricks, diablo, flower stick and much more. 

All activities are designed to be enjoyed by 
everyone of all abilities. Why not see what you 
can achieve, fun is guaranteed, as well as the 
opportunity to make new friends.

All workshops are free and available on a first 
come basis.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROUPS 
AND SCHOOLS

Holocaust Memorial Day is 
commemorated on the 27 January every 
year to mark the liberation of Auschwitz.
To commemorate the event and other genocides 
we deliver an exhibition showcasing work 
from local schools and community groups 
commemorating this period.  

The exhibition will run from Tue 21 Jan – Sat 1 Feb 
2020 in The Curve at Bangor Library.  

We are calling for groups and schools 
to take part in this project. Contact 
goodrelations@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
to get involved.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Did you know that we operate 
21 community halls right across 
the Borough, serving all our local 
communities?
From crochet to community choirs, history 
societies to health and fitness classes and 
dance groups to dog training, our facilities host 
a range of events throughout the year.

Competitively priced, we can offer the perfect 
space for your next group, class, event or 
birthday party. 

One of the Council’s ambitions is to have empowered, resilient 
individuals and communities; to reduce inequalities; to promote 
good relations and sustainability; and to improve accessibility of all 
public services.
We want to make life better for all the people who live in the Borough, so we have detailed 
some of the ways in which you can get involved in YOUR local community.
Contact 0300 013 3333 or see ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk for more information

COMMUNITY

/6 /7www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk | 0300 013 3333



PLANNING 
CORNER

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE

Work is continuing to shape our Local 
Development Plan for the Borough (LDP).
The purpose of the LDP is to:
•  provide a 15-year framework to support the economic 

and social needs of the Borough, in line with regional 
strategies and policies, while providing for the delivery 
of sustainable development;

•  facilitate sustainable growth by co-ordinating public 
and private investment to encourage development 
where it can be of most benefit to the wellbeing of the 
community;

• allocate sufficient land to meet society’s needs;
•  provide an opportunity for all stakeholders, including the 

public, to have a say about where and how development 
within their local area should take place;

•  provide a plan-led framework for rational and consistent 
decision-making for the public, private and community 
sectors, and those affected by development proposals; 
and

•  deliver the spatial aspects of The Big Plan – the 
Council’s Community Plan.

The Council launched its Preferred Options Paper (POP) 
in March 2019 as a first step in the process toward the 
development of a Local Development Plan for the Borough.
The purpose of the Preferred Options Paper (POP) was to 
set out:
•  a series of options for dealing with key issues in the 

Borough;
•  evidence to appraise the different issues and options; 

and
•  the Council’s Preferred Options and justification for 

these.

What happens next?
We have been reviewing the responses received in order 
to progress preparation of the draft Plan Strategy. This 
document will set out the Council’s objectives in relation 
to the development and use of land in our Borough and 
the strategic policies for the implementation of those 
objectives and other relevant matters. We are currently 
reviewing the suite of Planning Policy Statements as 
published by central government as part of the preparation 
of our Draft Plan Strategy.

A Draft Plan Strategy will be available for public 
consultation in due course, with further information 
available at ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

ADVICE AND GUIDANCE IN RELATION TO 
PLAYFRAMES

When purchasing or building a playframe this 
Christmas, the last thing you might think about 
is whether it requires planning permission; 
however, the Council’s Planning Enforcement 
Section regularly receives complaints about 
such structures. The main cause for concern 
usually relating to overlooking or loss of privacy 
in relation to neighbouring properties.  
The Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 2015 sets out particulars of development 
that are permitted without the need for planning 
permission, often referred to as ‘PD rights’ or ‘Permitted 
Development’.

Generally, playframes do not benefit from PD rights, so 
when we receive complaints, we must assess the impact 
that a playframe is having.  

Such issues can be easily remedied by ensuring that you 
consider the impact on any adjoining properties that these 
structures may have. Generally, this can be achieved by 
placing the playframe in the most appropriate location, 
away from any adjoining boundary or property or erecting 
appropriate screening in order to mitigate against any 
possible issues of overlooking or impact on privacy. 

Consideration should also be given to the following:
•  the playframe must not be sited between the principal 

elevation or side elevation of the dwelling and a road 
•  the height should not exceed 4 metres 
•  the structure must be less than 2.5 metres high if within 

2 metres of a boundary
•  any raised platform must not exceed 30cm above 

ground level 

It is important that homeowners exercise good 
neighbourliness and common sense in respect of the 
location and erection of playframes, so as not to adversely 
impact on neighbouring properties. Advice can be sought 
from the Council’s Planning Department.  

Contact Us
Planning Service, 2 Church Street, Newtownards 
028 9182 4006 | planning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

LDP Team 
Ards and North Down Borough Council

2 Church Street
Newtownards

BT23 4AP

planning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Local
Development 
Plan
Preferred Options Paper: March 2019
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Etsy Made Local Christmas 
Market
Saturday 30 November and 
Sunday 1 December
Project 24, Queen’s Parade, Bangor
Buy from some of NI’s favourite 
designers, makers and artists and 
watch them demonstrating their skills.

Christmas Gothic
Thursday 5 December, 8pm
Space Theatre, SERC, Bangor 
Campus
Dyad Productions resurrects a 
Victorian tradition by presenting three 
seasonal tales of terror to scintillate 
the gooseflesh for dark Christmas 
nights. 
£12, pre-booking required

Ulster Orchestra: Christmas 
on your Doorstep
Friday 6 December, 7pm
Bangor Abbey
Join musicians from the Ulster 
Orchestra and soprano Rebekah 
Coffey for a special night of 
Christmas music.
£10 (Ad) £6 (Ch), pre-booking 
required

The Carol Ship on Strangford 
Lough
Friday 6 and Saturday 7 December, 
4.15pm – 9.30pm
Portaferry/Strangford
Set sail on the Strangford ferry, with 
its twinkling lights and carols, plus 
onshore market stalls selling delights. 
Grant Aided Event.
Free onshore/normal ferry charges 
apply

Christmas Movie Weekend, 
Project 24
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 December
Seating available from 3.30pm | 
Movie start time 4pm
Queens Parade, Bangor 
Movies: 
Miracle on 34th Street (Sat 7) and 
A Christmas Carol (Sun 8)
Everyone loves a Christmas movie 
and Project 24 is bringing back its 
pop-up cinema with two Christmas 
classics for the whole family to enjoy. 
Popcorn included. 
FREE

Santa Fun Run
Sunday 8 December, 2pm
Donaghadee Town Centre

New Year's Day 
Historic Ards Walk
Wednesday 1 January, 1.30pm-
3.30pm
Newtownards
Start the New Year and shake off 
the cobwebs from 2019 by exploring 
the rich and varied history of 
Newtownards. The tour will take you 
on a journey through time, visiting 
the Medieval plantation and Georgian 
periods. Discover the unique history 
of Newtownards – one of the oldest 
settlements in Northern Ireland.
£4, pre-booking required 

Exhibitions and Venues 

Ards Arts Centre
Town Hall, Conway Square, 
Newtownards
Gallery open Mon-Thurs 9am – 
4.30pm, Fri 9am – 4pm, Sat 10am – 
4pm, Sun Closed
028 9181 0803

Home 
Georgian Gallery
Until Saturday 23 November

Art and Movement 
Sunburst Gallery
Until Saturday 23 November

The Collection 
Georgian Gallery
Thursday 5 December – Saturday 
25 January 

Placing Importance on the Everyday 
Sunburst Gallery
Thursday 5 December – Saturday 
25 January 

North Down Museum
Castle Park Avenue, Bangor
Open Tues – Sat 10am – 4.30pm, 
Sunday 12noon – 4.30pm. Closed on 
Mondays, except Bank Holidays.
028 9127 1200

Our Friendship is there to be 
celebrated… 
Long Gallery
Until Wednesday 20 November

Northern Soul – A breath of fresh air 
Community Gallery
Until Thursday 21 November

Traditional Chinese Painting 
Café, North Down Museum
Until Sunday 24 November

Fluid Painting 
Community Gallery
Tuesday 26 November – Sunday 5 
January

For the Love of Crochet 
Café, North Down Museum
Tuesday 26 November – Sunday 2 
February

Bangor Rugby Club Celebrates 50 
years at Upritchard Park 
Long Gallery
Wednesday 27 November – Sunday 
26 January 

Town Christmas Light 
Switch Ons

Bangor 
Saturday 23 November
Bangor Seafront and Project 24
Market 12noon-7pm, Switch on and 
fireworks 5.30pm
There will be plenty of festive fun 
on offer at Bangor seafront, with 
children’s funfair and food and craft 
market, leading to the lights switch on 
in McKee Clock arena with fireworks 
finale. [best viewing spots, along the 
coastal path and promenade].
FREE

Comber   
Thursday 28 November, 4pm – 8pm
The Square, Comber
Shop for gifts, tasty treats and bring 
kids to see Santa in his grotto.
FREE

Holywood
Saturday 30 November, 4.30pm
Holywood Town Centre
Festive family fun in Holywood Library 
and High Street. Santa arrives to 
switch on the lights at 4.30pm.
FREE

Newtownards 
Saturday 30 November, 6pm
Conway Square, Newtownards
Festive themed family fun including 
a children’s parade, Santa, and the 
lights switch on in the Square.
FREE

Donaghadee  
1 December, 6.30pm
First Presbyterian Church
Community Carol Service and 
Christmas Light Switch On.
FREE

Village Christmas Light 
Switch Ons

Ballygowan 
29 November, 6.30pm

Portaferry 
29 November, 6.30pm

Ballyhalbert 
2 December, 7pm

Kircubbin 
3 December, 7pm

Cloughey 
4 December, 7pm

Ballywalter 
5 December, 7pm

Carrowdore 
6 December, 2pm–4pm

Groomsport 
6 December, 6.30pm

Greyabbey 
6 December, 7pm

Portavogie 
6 December, 7pm

Conlig 
7 December, 5.30pm

Millisle 
7 December, 6.30pm

Killinchy 
16 December, 7pm

Family Fun and Activities 

Live Music: Marc O’Reilly
Friday 15 November, 8pm
The Chamber, Bangor Castle
£12 includes refreshments 

Christmas Craft Market
Saturday 23 November, 
10am – 4.30pm
Sunday 24 November, 
12noon – 4.30pm
North Down Museum, Bangor  
The popular Christmas market returns 
with a festive selection of arts and 
crafts from the best of the Borough’s 
artisan makers. 
FREE

Roller Disco at Project 24
Saturday 23 November
12noon-4.30pm
Queens Parade, Bangor
£2 (Ad) £1 (ch)

Donaghadee Christmas 
Celebrations
Friday 29 November, 6.30pm
Town Centre
Entertainment at the Harbour 
followed by fireworks.
FREE

The Creative Peninsula 
Christmas Fayre
Friday 29 and Saturday 30 
November, 10am – 5pm
Ards Arts Centre, Town Hall, Conway 
Square, Newtownards 
Enjoy a unique shopping experience 
and purchase that perfect, 
handcrafted gift.
FREE

Heart of Winter
Saturday 30 November, 2pm and 7pm
Queens Hall, Newtownards
The Lyngo Theatre Company presents 
a magical musical show which warmly 
celebrates family, friendship and the 
good fortune of finding the winter 
we really want and need. Suitable for 
ages 3+
£5, pre-booking required  

Find out more about all our events at 
visitardsandnorthdown.com or phone one of our 
Visitor Information Centres on: 028 9127 0069 or 
028 9182 6846.
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• Sports Person of the Year 

• Sports Person of the Year U18 

• Sports Person of the Year U15 

• Sports Team of the Year  

• U18 Junior Sports Team of the Year

• U15 Junior Sports Team of the Year

• Sports Coach of the Year 

• Volunteer of the Year

• Lifetime Service Recognition 

• Wall of Fame Inductee 

Saturday 14 December 2019, 11am
To mark the homecoming of 1st Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment from Operation TORAL in 
Afghanistan a service of thanksgiving at St Mark’s Parish Church and parade will take place 
in Newtownards town centre.
Spectators welcome, for more information see ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

EVENT AND BUSINESS SUPPORT 
PROGRAMME 2019/20

Upcoming FREE Events:

Thu 14 Nov 2019  Develop and Deliver a Compelling Sales Pitch

Thu 21 Nov 2019 Export Documentation and Logistics

Thu 5 Dec 2019  Sales Prospecting, Telesales and Successful Networking 

Tue 28 Jan 2020 Social Media for Sales Optimisation 

Tue 11 Feb 2020 Grow – Economic Summit

For more information and to register for events, visit andbusiness.co.uk/edge

With SignVideo calls can be made via a videophone, laptop, 
PC, smartphone or tablet, enabling deaf BSL users to have 
equal access to Council services.
In addition to the web-based service, several tablets installed with the 
SignVideo software, will be located at a number of Council facilities. 
This service will be free for users and represents a new approach to BSL 
communication by the Council.  

BSL users can download the free Sign Video app – details can be found at 
signvideo.co.uk. This app enables the user to connect to a list of businesses 
via the Sign Video Directory, including Ards and North Down Borough 
Council, who are using the Sign Video service.   

Make someone a star 
in the Ards and North Down 
Sports Awards
The Ards and North Down Sports Awards will take place on Friday 13 
March 2020 and will recognise those local people who are making an 
exceptional contribution to sporting life in the Borough.

Nominations open on Friday 6 December 2019

Find out more: 
Web: leisureardsandnorthdown.com 
Email: sportsawards@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
Tel: 0300 013 3333 ext. 40253

The closing date for entries is Friday 10 January 2020 at 4pm. 

The winners will receive their awards at a special ceremony in 
Bangor Aurora Aquatic and Leisure Complex in March 2020.

1st Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment 
Homecoming Parade

The Edge Programme provides a range of support to businesses 
across all sectors. It helps to develop the skills and know-how of 
business owners and managers, while ultimately assisting their 
business to thrive in an increasingly competitive market.

WHAT CAN EDGE DO FOR YOUR BUSINESS?

 Tangible, focused and bespoke advice and support

 Interactive training modules

 Networking events

  Business clinics and practical workshops around core business issues

   Opportunities to grow your business with professional support
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Adventure for 
the whole family!

Mayor of Ards and North Down, Alderman Bill Keery, has committed to 
supporting four charities during his term of office; they are Air Ambulance 
Northern Ireland, Bangor Sea Cadets, Decorum NI and Flourish NI.
The Mayor has set up a charity committee and by working together during his Mayoral term he hopes to raise as much 
as possible for these good causes. You can get involved by coming along to the events that the charity committee will be 
organising – further details are below. For tickets and information contact the Mayor’s Office on 028 91278 025.

Support The 
Mayor's Charities

You may have played mini golf, climbed walls or scaled 
high ropes in the past but if you’ve never tried to do it 
Blacklight where everything is luminous, then you MUST 
give it a go!
This is a first for the UK with three activities – mini golf, 
climbing walls and high ropes – all available under one 
roof, providing a great experience for the whole family or 
groups of friends and work colleagues.

Blacklight Adventure Golf
This is mini golf with a difference. There are 18 luminous 
holes in a blacked-out space, surrounded by amazing 3D 
images that recreate a magical underwater seascape. It's 
suitable for all ages and you can simply turn up and play.

Blacklight Climbing Walls
The 12 colourful climbing walls are a fun way to experience 
the thrill of climbing in a safe and friendly environment. 
Everyone will enjoy the challenges and the experience 
from their very first attempt. Suitable for those aged five 
and over, each climb provides a different challenge, giving 
both your body and brain a full workout.

Blacklight High Ropes
Suitable for those aged eight and over, you can test your 
nerve and head for heights to conquer the 18 challenges 
high above the golf course below.

Let’s GO!
Full details of session times and prices, as well as terms 
and conditions for all Blacklight activities, can be found at 
leisureardsandnorthdown.com/blaz

Looking for a completely new 
experience? Come and try the 
Blacklight Adventure Zone at Ards 
Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure 
Complex! 

BLACKLIGHT GOLF 2 FOR 1 OFFER
Offer applies to a second ticket of the same value 
on the same day or a second visit.

This voucher must be presented at reception to 
receive the offer. Valid until 31 March 2020. 
Terms and conditions apply.

Vintage Fashion Show Town Hall, Bangor Friday 6 Dec 2019 7.00pm

Music at Christmas with Bangor Ladies Choir Town Hall, Bangor Thursday 19 Dec 2019 7.00pm

RUC/PSNI Ladies Choir Concert Bangor Elim Complex Saturday 22 Feb 2020 7.00pm

Ceili Royal British Legion, Bangor Saturday 14 Mar 2020 7.30pm

BLAIR MAYNE BURSARY 
AWARD SCHEME NOW OPEN
The Blair Mayne Bursary Award Scheme invites applications for the current 
round of funding. Applications must be received by 3 January 2020 at 12 noon.
If you are under the age of 25 and interested in pursuing projects in the area of sport, 
academic study or adventure training you may be able to apply for a grant of £500.

A previous recipient of the bursary for academic study, Peter Brown said: “The programme 
enabled me to go on a life-changing journey to Bali in Indonesia, where I volunteered on 
a psychology placement. I gained invaluable experience to help my future ambitions in 
psychology and worked with some incredible people from across the world. I extend my 
gratitude to the Bursary for facilitating this experience”.

If you wish to apply for a bursary, please visit ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk for full details.
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COMMUNITY
•  Through RCIF funded initiatives there is less litter in our Borough; approximately 720 

bin bags of litter have been collected through RCIF projects 
• 6,100 people directly involved in RCIF funded community projects

EDUCATION 
•  4,800 people directly involved in RCIF funded environmental education projects
•  86% of participants reporting increased learning and environmental awareness

BUSINESS SUPPORT
•  249 businesses directly involved in RCIF projects
•  Of those businesses 90% recognise RCIF has shifted their business 

operations towards a greater sustainability focus

THANKS TO YOUR EFFORTS WE HAVE ACHIEVED

•  4% annual increase in household recycling

•  13% reduction in municipal waste landfill costs

Please keep recycling to sustain the Recycling Community Investment Fund.

Autumn contacted the Council in early 2019 to discuss some very important environmental 
issues that she felt strongly about in her area. Recognising her passion we were delighted 
that she could be one of the voices in our brand new RCIF video which will be launched in 
November. You may also recognise her from the front cover of this magazine.

We asked Autumn:

What is your favourite activity to do at the weekend? 
Taking my dog Pepper for a walk and enjoying the lovely scenery and wildlife along 
the North Down Coast.

If you had a superpower, what would it be and how would you use it? 
If I had a superpower I’d call myself, AKM Freeze (Autumn Kitten McFarland 
Freeze), my power would be to freeze people who drop litter or don’t 
pick up their dog foul. I’d hand them over to the Ards and North 
Down Borough Council Wardens so the culprits could be fined.

What job would you like to do when you grow up? 
I would most like to be an actress in films or soaps, 
as I love to perform and entertain.

ECO-AMBASSADOR SPOTLIGHT 

NAME: AUTUMN MCFARLAND

AGE: 9 YEARS OLD

LIVES IN: DONAGHADEE

Putting the benefits of YOUR Recycling 
Community Investment Fund into perspective:Recycling Community 

Investment Fund

The planet is heating up from greenhouse gases 
and the oceans' temperatures are expected to 
rise by 2 degrees by 2100. If allowed to continue 
global warming will have a devastating effect on 
our natural environment, which humanity relies 
on to survive. We believe the solution to this 
global threat is through local action. 
We are committed to tackling this man-made disaster 
head on. Our Sustainable Waste Resource Management 
Strategy has enabled increased recycling by residents, 
through changes to infrastructure and engaging our 
residents with good recycling practice. 

Between 2014–2018 the success of this strategy is clearly 
demonstrated by 151,000 tons of waste being recycled/
diverted from landfill, equating to almost £15M saved in 
landfill costs. 

Whilst this is a fantastic start, our ultimate goal is to 
change the mindset of everyone to instinctively conduct 
their daily lives in the most sustainable way possible. This 
is the purpose of the Recycling Community Investment 
Fund (RCIF). 

The RCIF is being used to invest in a range of community 
projects across Ards and North Down that will make our 
Borough a better place to live, work, visit and invest. 
Projects such as:

Eco Warrior Play Clubs 
Through a range of eco-friendly schemes within schools 
we are ensuring that future generations have increased 
awareness, knowledge and enthusiasm about the 
environment and recycling.

Village Facelifts
Properties in Ballyhalbert, Cloughey, Kircubbin, Portaferry 
and Portavogie have received remedial works to the 
exterior of the buildings in order to improve the aesthetic 
look of the villages in which they are situated. 

Citizen Sea  
A unique opportunity to experience our seas and coastline 
is now possible thanks to the arrival of ‘Sea Bird’ to our 
shores. An initiative by Citizen Sea and funded by RCIF, the 
vessel has been refitted as a mobile classroom to teach 
both children and adults about coastal erosion, 
maritime heritage, oceanography and so much more! 

Look out for further RCIF funded projects 
throughout this edition of the Borough 
magazine.

Making the connection between 
your recycling and reward
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Tips for using your 
food waste caddy...
When bringing your food waste from the caddy 
to your bin outdoors, bring the whole caddy with 
you rather than lift the liner out in the kitchen. 
Liners can be heavy and sometimes warm 
due to the mix of items in the caddy. Hot food, 
including teabags can start the liner composting 
process even before it makes it to the bin. 
If you want to make your supply of liners last longer, we 
recommend that liners are only changed every 3-4 days 
(or when full) rather than every day. The Council supplies 1 
roll of 100 liners per year which equates to approximately 
2 liners per week. However, in cases where a householder 
needs more compostable liners, these can be purchased 
from most large grocery stores. 

If you prefer the liners supplied by the Council, they are 
available for purchase from:
• Town Hall, Bangor Castle
• Church Street, Newtownards
• Ards Blair Mayne Wellbeing and Leisure Complex
• Comber Leisure Centre
• Portaferry Leisure Centre
(Subject to stock availability. Number of liners per roll may vary)

Remember...  you must put all food waste in your 
green or brown bin. Don’t put any food waste in your grey 
bin – if the packaging is recyclable, rinse this and place it 
in your blue bin.

Feed your blue bin 
All plastic pots, trays, tubs, bottles and containers of all 
shapes, colours and sizes can go into your blue bin. It is a 
good idea to collapse boxes, squash milk bottles and crush 
cans to make more room in your bin.

Soft plastic film and bags (including plastic bags, wrappers, 
crisp packets and bread bags) must not be placed in the 
blue bin – instead continue to place these in your grey 
bin. Some supermarkets have take back schemes and 
terracycle.com can direct you to local collection points for 
some of these items

Make sure only blue bin material 
goes into the blue bin!

Household Recycling Centres 
(HRCs) – SORT your waste 
before you arrive
It is now a condition of use of the Borough’s 
HRCs, that all waste brought to the sites is 
separated and placed into the correct containers 
for recycling where appropriate.
Disposal of recyclable waste items in landfill skips is 
no longer permitted. It is easier and faster if you bring 
your waste already separated out into different types of 
recyclables then it can readily be popped into the correct 
containers as you move through the sites. 

Dispose of Leftover 
Paint the Right Way
There always seems to be left-
over paint after you complete a 
DIY job. Here's what you need to 
know, and to think about, before 
disposing of that paint.

Can you save it for later?
 If sealed correctly, latex paint can last up to 10 years and 
oil-based paint up to 15 years. To seal a can, place plastic 
wrap over the paint lid and hammer it down. Store in a 
cool, dry place away from sunlight and out of reach of 
children and pets. 

Can you pass it on?
Ask friends and family if they have any painting projects in 
mind or donate it to a local project – schools, community 
group or charity.

Disposal
If disposal is the only option, please note only paint that has 
the hazardous symbol(s) on it should be brought to our 
HRCs for disposal, all other paint can be disposed of in your 
bin. You need to harden it before disposal as liquid paint 
has the potential to spill on roads etc. and create a mess. 
The easiest way to dry your paint is to take the lid off, leave 
in a safe place (out of reach of children) and when it has 
solidified, close the lid and place in your grey bin. 

RECYCLING NEWS

Normal collection due Will be collected

Mon 23 December as normal

Tue 24 December as normal

Wed 25 December Thu 26 December

Thu 26 December Fri 27 December

Mon 30 December as normal

Tue 31 December as normal

Wed 1 January Thu 2 January

Thu 2 January Fri 3 January

Please set your bin/container out before 7am on the 
day of collection.

Our Household Recycling Centres at Balloo, 
Ballygowan, Comber, Donaghadee, Holywood, 
Kircubbin, Millisle, Newtownards and Portaferry will 
be closed on Tuesday 24, Wednesday 25, Thursday 
26 December 2019 and Wednesday 1 January 2020.

Dates may be subject to change.

Holiday bin collection/recycling

this Christmas...
  Look out for eco-friendly options for Christmas 

presents and festive supplies. 

  Remember to recycle all your Christmas waste 
as far as possible.

  Food waste traditionally increases over the 
festive period – try not to buy more than you 
need and use up your leftovers. Use your food 
caddy and green/brown bin for unavoidable 
food waste.

YOU CAN NOW PUT PLASTIC CUPS 
IN THE BLUE BIN.

Bin-ovation is the answer to all your 
waste collection and recycling queries!
Over 28,000 people in the Borough are now 
using the bin-ovation app which makes it easy 
to know what goes in which bin.

Don’t forget that 
the app is free to 
download (across 
both Apple and 
Android devices).  

We would ask all residents for their help 

and co-operation in returning their emptied 

bins to their own properties as soon as 

practicable on collection days. Bins left out 

on the footpaths can cause an obstruction 

and are a potential health and safety issue 

for disabled persons/pram users etc. 

If a bin appears to have been permanently 

left at the kerbside, the Council may have 

cause to remove it if it is seen to be causing 

a nuisance or public health problem.
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To help us continually improve, please complete and return the postcard above to: 
Performance Improvement, Ards and North Down Borough Council, Town Hall, The Castle, Bangor BT20 4BT
Email yom@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk or submit online at: ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/yom

Thank you to everyone who responded to the Your Opinion Matters campaign in 
the spring edition. You told us some of the things you felt we could improve on, a 
number of which we have addressed. Some of the suggestions, however, related 
to areas that Council has no direct control over. To help, there are useful contacts 
listed on the right for some regular queries:

Please indicate the postcode area that you live in: 
BT18 n  BT19 n  BT20 n  BT21 n  BT22 n  BT23 n 

What improvements would you like to see the Council make in the future?

To enable us to give you feedback, please provide contact details:

Our Performance Improvement Plan and Annual Performance report are downloadable at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/pip

YOUR OPINION MATTERS

Christmas holiday service arrangements
The Registration Office located at Bangor Castle and Church Street Newtownards 
will be closed Tuesday 24, Wednesday 25, Thursday 26 December 2019 and 
Wednesday 1 January 2020.

To facilitate the registration of deaths only Bangor Registration Office will open 
on Thursday 26 December 9am –11am.

Bin collections: following bank and public holidays, collections will take place one 
day later than usual – for further details see page 18.

If you have any comments on the magazine please contact:
Corporate Communications,
T: 0300 013 3333 E: communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

The magazine is available in alternative formats for those with a disability, please contact us for more information.

The magazine is delivered to postal areas BT18, BT19, BT20, BT21, BT22 and BT23. If it is not delivered to any 
of your neighbours living in these areas, please let us know.

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in the magazine is accurate and 
up-to-date, Ards and North Down Borough Council accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.

Printed on FSC® certified material. © Ards and North Down Borough Council, October 2019.

Stay in touch with us 
on Facebook, Instagram, 
LinkedIn and Twitter.

A good one stop shop for 
all useful information about 
the Borough is our website 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Stay in touch 
with us

IF YOUR QUERY IS ABOUT:

Street lights; traffic 
lights; pavements; road 
hazards; road drains 
flooding; grass verges/
weed control
Department for 
Infrastructure: Roads 
Tel: 028 9054 0540
Text phone: 028 9054 0022
Email: 
dcu@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Bus stops
Translink NI
Tel: 028 9066 6630
Online enquiry form: 
translink.co.uk/contact

Blue Badge scheme
Blue Badge Unit 
(Dept for Infrastructure)
Tel: 0300 200 7818
Email: bluebadges@
infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Apply online: nidirect.gov.
uk/services/apply-or-renew-
blue-badge-online


