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Summer is almost here 
and I hope that you will 
step out and explore 
all that Ards and North 
Down has to offer. We 
hope to show you that 
days out need not be 
expensive. 

In this edition of the Borough Magazine we focus on things 
to do whatever your age or interests – many of which are 
free.

Our Borough offers a wealth of breathtaking views, scenic 
walks and perfect spots for picnics. Check out our map on 
the next page, which highlights just a few picture perfect 
places to enjoy some alfresco dining (weather permitting 
of course!).

As we move into the summer season we once again have 
a packed programme of events. The Puppet Festival will 
be bigger this year with puppets taking over Conway 
Square, Newtownards in May (26-28). Back once again 
will be Sea Bangor (9-10 June), Comber Earlies Food 
Festival (23 June), Portavogie Seafood Festival (11 August) 
and Aspects Festival (September). Whether you want to 
sample local produce, enjoy an evening out or keep the 
kids entertained, there is something for you. 
See the full events list on pages 10 and 11.

The construction of the new Leisure Centre in 
Newtownards is progressing rapidly as the focus shifts 
from constructing the building’s exterior, to fitting out 
the interior of the many exciting sport and recreational 
facilities. The summer months will also see further 
development of the outdoor facilities and the integration 
of these spaces with surrounding landscaping and 
retained trees. Excitement is building, as we look forward 
to opening the doors of this fantastic new complex to the 
public at the end of the year.

We have now launched our PEACE IV programme. The 
£3.3M funding will be used for initiatives to support 
children and young people, to develop shared spaces and 
services and to build positive relations. I am confident that 
these projects will make the Borough an even better place 
to live, work, visit and invest. 

You can read about all this and more in this edition. I hope 
that you find it interesting and informative. 

 
Stephen Reid, Chief Executive 
Ards and North Down Borough Council

Holiday service arrangements 
Council offices including registration services will be closed on Monday 28 May, Thursday 12 and Friday 13 July and 
Monday 27 August 2018.
Bin Collections: following bank and public holidays bin collection will take place one day later than usual.
Dates correct at time of publication, check online or in the local press for updates.

Normal collection due Will be collected

Monday 28 May Tuesday 29 May

Tuesday 29 May Wednesday 30 May 

Wednesday 30 May Thursday 31 May

Thursday 31 May Friday 1 June 

Normal collection due Will be collected

Monday 9 July As Normal

Tuesday 10 July As Normal 

Wednesday 11 July As Normal

Thursday 12 July Friday 13 July

Normal collection due Will be collected

Monday 27 August Tuesday 28 August

Tuesday 28 August Wednesday 29 August

Wednesday 29 August Thursday 30 August

Thursday 30 August Friday 31 August

Household Recycling Centres at Ballygowan, 
Bangor, Comber, Donaghadee, Holywood, 
Kircubbin, Millisle, Newtownards and Portaferry 
will be closed on Monday 28 May, Thursday 12 
and Friday 13 July and Monday 27 August 2018. 

Please note delays may be experienced after 
closures.

As always, we welcome your comments. Please send any feedback to communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

If you have any comments on the magazine please contact:
Corporate Communications,
T: 0300 013 3333 E: communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

The magazine is available in alternative formats for those with a disability, please contact us for more information.

The magazine is delivered to postal areas BT18, BT19, BT20, BT21, BT22 and BT23. If it is not delivered to any of your 
neighbours living in these areas, please let us know.

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in the magazine is accurate and up-to-
date, Ards and North Down Borough Council accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.

Printed on FSC® certified material. © Ards and North Down Borough Council, April 2018.

Front cover picture was taken in Crawfordsburn Country Park
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Step out and picnic 
Make the most of summer in Ards 
and North Down by enjoying a picnic 
at one of many beauty spots across 
the Borough. We have chosen five of 
our favourites to get you started... 

Scrabo Country Park
Why we  it...
From here you can enjoy 
stunning panoramic views 
across Strangford Lough 
and the rolling hills of the 
County Down countryside. 

Burr Point, Ballyhalbert 
Why we  it...
Enjoy a beach walk at 
Ireland’s most easterly 
point just south of 
Ballyhalbert. Keep an eye 
out for the giant sculpture 
in the shape of an ‘E’ to 
denote the location.

Cockle Row Cottages, 
Groomsport
Why we  it...
The 16th Century 
fisherman’s cottages and 
paddling pool (open until 
September) bring back fond 
childhood memories of 
seaside fun.

Island Hill, Comber 
Why we  it...
Walk the tidal causeway 
out to Rough Island for a 
mini adventure, be sure to 
retrace your steps before 
the tide comes in!

Shore Road, Kircubbin 
Why we  it...
Stop off and enjoy views 
of the Mourne Mountains 
across Strangford Lough, 
before travelling on to 
visit Greyabbey or Exploris 
Aquarium. 
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WIN tickets to see 
the Ulster Orchestra
Send us, communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
a picture of you enjoying a picnic in the Borough and you 
will be entered into a draw to win a pair of tickets for the 
Ulster Orchestra concert in Bangor Abbey on Friday 15 
June. Good luck!
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Step out and explore
Step out as a family
Start the day with a walk in Killynether Wood1, 
Newtownards then hike to the top of Scrabo Tower2. Keep 
an eye out for fairies as you trek through pathways laced 
with impressive beech trees and over the magnificent 
woodland. Take time to enjoy the view from the top across 
Strangford Lough [the Tower is open seasonally].
Next, head towards Comber to Castle Espie Wetland 
Centre3. Here nature walks allow you to get close to the 
wildlife, including a collection of wild and endangered 
birds. Take time to look for bugs and feed the ducks or 
play in the natural playground.

Step out together 
Drive along the Ards Peninsula to Mount Stewart4, a 
wonderful 19th Century stately house with manicured 
gardens and farmland trails. This National Trust estate is 
the perfect place for a peaceful walk coupled with a little 
history touring the house.
Next venture further along the peninsula to Greyabbey5. 
Explore the village itself, which is renowned for its tea 
rooms and quaint antique shops, before taking time to 
explore the Abbey. Enjoy dinner in Donaghadee, home 
to charming cafés, much loved pubs and award-winning 
restaurants that are receiving rave reviews for their 
tasty and inventive dishes. End the day with a night-time 
stroll to view Donaghadee Lighthouse6, one of the few 
remaining in Ireland.

An array of experiences for all await in 
Ards and North Down...

Step into local history and heritage
Start the day in Cultra at the Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum7. Here you can experience what life was like in 
Ulster over 100 years ago in the Folk Park. In the transport 
section you can view one of the most comprehensive 
transport collections in Europe, including majestic 
locomotives, horse-drawn carriages, vintage motorbikes 
and unique cars.
Next visit Bangor Abbey8 where you can learn about our 
early Christian and Ulster-Scots heritage. Download the 
Bangor Christian Heritage and Ulster-Scots apps straight 
to your mobile to hear all about this rich history, such as 
how Bangor grew to become one of the most important 
seats of learning in Ireland.
Then head to North Down Museum9 to discover more of 
the region's history. Northern Ireland’s most visited small 
museum tells the story of the North Down area from the 
Bronze Age to the present day through a series of rooms, 
each dedicated to a particular era of history. You can take 
a free audio tour of its exhibitions. 
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All information is correct at the time of going to print.

Please note the images used above are solely for representation.

And with the opening of the new Ards Leisure 
Complex in December 2018 you can...
Step into luxury 
Among a range of sport and recreation activities, 
the new Ards Leisure Complex at John Street, 
Newtownards will include a luxury Spa that will 
provide a haven from the hustle and bustle of 
everyday life.

Located on the first floor 
of the new complex, the 
Spa will be a tranquil area 
with a relaxing atmosphere 
where you can escape the 
stresses and strains of 
daily life and leave feeling 
refreshed and invigorated. 
Whether you want a 
quiet room offering total 
relaxation with just the 
sound of the cascading 
waterfall in the background 
or to indulge in a health or 
beauty treatment, you will 
find it here.

To add to your experience 
you will find a vitality 
pool with adjoining chill 
(plunge) pool, a sanarium, 
sauna, aroma steam room 
and salt grotto. These 
features offer several 
health benefits.

The vitality pool, with 
a cascading waterfall 
feature, has beds sculpted 
into the pool basin with 
water bubble jets. Back 
and neck massage spouts 
will cleanse and detoxify 
your skin, while relieving 
tired and aching muscles, 
increasing circulation and 
relaxing the mind and body. 

Overlooking the vitality pool 
is the sauna, but if you find 
that too hot to linger in then 
the sanarium will be better 
suited to you. The sanarium 
has a lower temperature 
than a sauna and is less 
humid than a steam room. 
You can stay in longer and 
socialise more easily as the 
heat is not overpowering. 
Using this type of room 
has many health benefits, 
including lowering blood 
pressure, and is great for 
cleansing skin and toning 
body tissue.

The aroma steam room will 
help you to totally relax 
with the infusion of natural 
aromatherapy essences. 
Halotherapy – breathing in 
salty air – will be available 
in the salt grotto. This 
natural treatment has 
many benefits including 
helping skin conditions and 
respiratory ailments.

Use of the Spa will be 
included as part of some 
centre memberships and 
will also be available to 
non-members. 

Sound good? Call Gillian 
on 07747 512618 for more 
information on this exciting 
new facility.
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Council is committed to providing good quality outdoor play space for residents and 
visitors. We have recently invested almost £100K in the redevelopment of play parks 
at the Cottown, Donaghadee and Kingsland, Bangor. Both projects provided the op-
portunity to make the play parks accessible and to tempt the imagination with some 
great new pieces of equipment.

 Cottown Play Park

The existing Cottown play area has been revitalised with 
additional equipment, including a large basket swing and a 
toddler multi-play unit.  The play area has been improved 
further with the installation of attractive tegula paving sets 
laid around the new safety surfacing, with both seating for 
parents and musical panels to facilitate sensory play.

 Kingsland Play Park

Kingsland now boasts a maritime themed play space that 
has been significantly extended and features two large 
multi-play units and a sea monster! It offers a wide variety 
of accessible play equipment. In addition, the space around 
the play area has been enhanced with the addition of resin 
bound paving and attractive new railings. 

ONE PATH MANY USERS
Charity initiative to share and 
enjoy the Comber Greenway

More people than ever are discovering the pleasure 
of Northern Ireland’s growing traffic-free network of 
greenways.

From cyclists and joggers to dog walkers and families, 
greenways are enjoyed as both a linear path and 
commuter route. With this rising popularity, Sustrans 
are working with councils and landowners to promote a 
message of 'Share Respect Enjoy' amongst all users. 

The Comber Greenway, which runs from east Belfast to 
Comber, is typical of many greenways, cutting through 
three different council areas: Ards and North Down, 
Belfast City and Lisburn and Castlereagh. However, the 
path is owned by the Department for Infrastructure. 
The Department and the three Councils have come 
together to fund Sustrans to deliver the One Path Initiative 
to develop a positive ethos of ‘Share, Respect, Enjoy’ and 
improve relations between different groups of users.

Events to help  promote the shared path ethos will take 
place on the Comber Greenway throughout the 
summer. Look out for information on Sustrans website 
www.sustrans.org.uk/onepath

Step out and play this Summer
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Ards Puppet Festival is taking place in Conway Square, Newtownards on the May Bank 
Holiday weekend (26–28 May). This year will be bigger and better than ever – with a 
puppet spectacle which is not to be missed! A jam-packed programme will feature a 
variety of scheduled performances and free puppet workshops, with plenty of quirky 
characters to meet at this unique and fun-filled festival.

The fun continues in Conway Square in July and August with a series of Fairweather 
Friday events. Come along and enjoy free lunch-time performances. Expect to see 
everything from jugglers to magicians in these entertaining shows perfect for inspiring 
that Friday feeling! 

Music in the Courtyard makes a welcome return to North Down Museum every Friday 
in August. Kick back, relax and listen to free live music whilst enjoying your lunch at the 
Museum café.

The Museum will also host its popular Summer Market on 28 and 29 July. The galleries 
and courtyard will be filled with market stalls selling unique crafts and handmade items 
by local craftspeople. 

This June Bangor Castle Walled Garden will become home to a variety of sculptures 
when the ForM Sculpture Exhibition returns. Featuring work from a range of artists, this 
exhibition will give you the opportunity to view art in a different setting. Enjoy seeking the 
sculptures out from the greenery and don’t forget to vote for your favourite.

Staying in the Walled Garden, Summer Theatre makes a return on 24-25 July and once 
again David Walliams fans are in for a treat with a production of the much-loved Midnight 
Gang!  Grab your friends and a sense of humor for some fun in the great outdoors!

For more information visit: www.ardsarts.com or www.northdownmuseum.com

Step into the
This summer in Ards and North Down why not 
experience some of the inspirational events from our 
Arts and Heritage programme.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the development of the Integrated Arts and Heritage Strategy. As we start 
to deliver the strategy over the coming months, we look forward to further discussion and engagement with you. 
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Ards and North Down Borough 
Council’s PEACE IV Partnership 
celebrated its PEACE IV Programme 
launch on 22 March in the Town Hall, 
Bangor to formally announce the 
award of £3.3M for 14 peace building 
projects within the Borough. 

The programme is supported by the European Union’s 
PEACE IV Programme, managed by the Special EU 
Programmes Body.

Across the Borough, a number of PEACE IV projects 
designed to support peace and reconcilation are already up 
and running with plenty of opportunities to get involved. 

Intercultural Theatre Programme
The project will offer free taster sessions and workshops 
in multiple locations to many communities; providing 
indigenous and new Northern Ireland citizens with 
an opportunity to share and showcase their cultural 
traditions; and develop community teams of singers, 
dancers, costume-makers, set-builders and actors from 
across the Borough.
Terra Nova Productions: andrea@terranovaproductions.net 
07958 916984 or 028 9543 0560

Celebration of Minority Communities Programme
The project will offer workshops to interpret and explore 
the history, heritage and local cultural significance of 
Chinese, Korean and Japanese artifacts.
For further information contact: The Nerve Centre: 
h.hamilton@nervecentre.org 028 7126 0562

Connecting Communities Programme 
The project will engage villages across the Borough to 
jointly explore their shared maritime history through cross 
community and cross border workshops.
For further information contact: Copius Consulting: 
robert@copiusconsulting.co.uk 028 9590 2850  

Personal Development and Training 'Gifted' Programme
For further information contact: Kilcooley Women's Centre: 
lynne@kilcooleywomenscentre.co.uk and 
emma@kilcooleywomenscentre.co.uk 028 9147 8292

Community Based Arts Programme 
For further information contact: The Institute for Conflict 
Research: k.radford@conflictresearch.org.uk 028 9074 2682

Capacity Building and Youth Leadership Programme 
For further information contact: NI Youth Forum: 
ian.donald@niyf.org 028 9033 1990 

Primary School (Out of Hours) Active Diversity 
Programme 
For further information contact: Todds Leap: 
ardsandnorthdown@toddsleap.com 028 8556 7170

Cross Community Sports and Good Relations 
Programme 
For further information contact: Todds Leap: 
ardsandnorthdown@toddsleap.com 028 8556 7170

Genealogy and Story Telling 'Life' Programme
For further information contact: Kilcooley Women's Centre: 
lynne@kilcooleywomenscentre.co.uk and 
emma@kilcooleywomenscentre.co.uk 028 9147 8292

Further PEACE IV news
More projects will be coming soon. For the latest updates 
visit: ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/resident/community/
peace-iv-partnership 
Email peaceiv@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk or 
phone 0300 013 3333.
The PEACE IV Programme has a total value of €270 million 
and aims to address the economic and social problems 
which result from the existence of borders.

Ards and North Down 
PEACE IV Programme

Representatives from Northern Ireland Youth Forum who are delivering 
the Capacity Building and Youth Leadership Programme.
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40% of contact to NET relates to dog fouling 
and this campaign aimed to help reduce this 
by promoting three key messages:

Supervise your dog 
Dog owners should be vigilant about what their dogs are 
doing at all times; being unaware that a dog has fouled is 
not a reasonable excuse to avoid a fine of up to £1,000. 

Pick it up 
Dog owners/walkers must always pick up after their dog. It 
is their responsibility. If they do not clean up after their dog 
they will face a fine.

Report fouling 
The public can be actively involved by reporting 
incidents of fouling. There is an online reporting tool at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/dogfouling

It is important to note that this is not a request for cleansing.

The campaign started with a social media video that 
has had over 40,000 views to date. The video takes a 
light hearted look at a serious message but successfully 
sparked debate among residents and prompted increased 
reports, questions and support for the campaign. 

Twenty-two areas in the Borough were identified as being 
particularly problematic and these areas were carefully 
monitored throughout the campaign. 

1,392 working hours were dedicated to enforcement 
patrols during the period, which is double the normal 
enforcement activity. 

Since the start of January almost £9,000 worth of fixed 
penalty fines have been issued for dog fouling and dog 
straying offences (£4,500 for dog fouling and £4,300 for 
dogs straying).
This highlights the proactive enforcement approach being 
taken by the team to tackle dog fouling. Increased patrols 
will continue and further enforcement action will be taken 
against those who do not meet their social and legal 
responsibilities. 

Our Neighbourhood Environment Team 
(NET) launched an eight week campaign 
to help tackle dog fouling in January. 
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MAY 

Sundown Market 
Queen’s Parade, Bangor
Saturday 26 May
3pm–9pm
Visit project24ni.com for 
further details.
Free

Ards Puppet Festival 
Conway Square, 
Newtownards
Saturday 26-Monday 28 May 
Saturday 11am-5pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm
Monday 11am-5pm
Northern Ireland’s only 
Puppet Festival. Expect a 
programme jam-packed 
with puppet fun and antics! 
With a variety of scheduled 
performances, free puppet 
workshops and plenty of 
quirky characters to meet.
Cost: varies

JUNE

ForM Sculpture 
Exhibition
Bangor Castle Walled 
Garden
Saturday 2 June-Sunday 24 
June
The Walled Garden is 
transformed into a gallery 
enhanced with beautiful 
sculptures and works of art.
Free

Family Fun at Cockle 
Row Cottages
Groomsport Harbour
Every Saturday and Sunday 
in June
2pm-4pm (Cottages open 
daily 11am-5pm.)
Weekend entertainment for 
children and adults alike, 
from face painting to animal 
roadshows, children’s crafts 
to science shows and much 
more (programme varies).
Free  

Sea Bangor Festival 
Bangor Seafront
Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 
June 
Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 
12noon-6pm 
The popular maritime 
festival returns with a host 
of activities including live 
music, food stalls, street 
theatre and the Tall Ships 
that the event is known and 
loved for. 
Free 

Ulster Orchestra 
Bangor Abbey
Friday 15 June
7.30pm
This concert will feature 
a number of baroque 
masterpieces for a  small 
orchestra.
Cost: Adults £10 and 
Children £6

Open Art at Project 24
Queen's Parade, Bangor
Sunday 17 June 
2pm-4pm 
Visit project24ni.com for 
further details.
Free 

Comber Earlies Food 
Festival 
Comber, various locations 
Saturday 23 June 
10am-4pm 
Make sure to visit the 
festival, highly commended 
in the NI Year of Food and 
Drink Awards 2016. Local 
artisan food will pave the 
way to big tops and a hay 
bale picnic filled with music, 
children’s activities, street 
theatre, food demonstrations 
and lots more. 
Free

Schools Out for Summer
Queen's Parade, Bangor
Saturday 30 June 
1pm-5pm 
A day of family fun to 
celebrate the start of the 
summer holidays. For more 
information visit
project24ni.com
Free

JULY

Fairweather Fridays
Conway Square, 
Newtownards
Every Friday in July and 
August
12.30pm-1.30pm
Come to Conway Square 
for incredible street theatre 
including magic, circus, 
comedy and more.
For more information visit 
ardsarts.com
Free 

Family Fun in 
Portaferry
Visitor Information Centre, 
The Stables, Castle Street 
Every Saturday in July and 
August
2pm-4pm
Free entertainment for 
children to enjoy, with a 
varied programme including 
science and magic shows, 
craft workshops and more.
Free 

Music in the Park 
Ward Park, Bangor
Every Sunday in July and 
August
First Sunday: 4pm-6pm 
Normal times: 3pm-5pm 
Last Sunday: 1pm-5pm 
The perfect way to spend 
an afternoon. Bring along 
family and friends, enjoy 
a picnic and take in the 
sounds of weekly live music 
throughout July and August 
(programme varies).
Free 

Family Fun at Cockle 
Row Cottages
Groomsport Harbour
Every Saturday and Sunday 
in July and August
2pm-4pm [Cottages open 
daily 11am-5pm.]
Weekend entertainment for 
children and adults alike, 
from face painting to animal 
roadshows, children’s crafts 
to science shows and much 
more (programme varies).
Free 

'The Midnight Gang' 
by David Walliams 
– Presented by Heartbreak 
Productions
Bangor Castle Walled 
Garden
Tuesday 24 and Wednesday 
25 July
2pm and 6pm
Come along to the Walled 
Garden and enjoy this 
outdoor adaptation of David 
Walliam’s bestseller, The 
Midnight Gang.
Cost: £6
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EXHIBITIONS AND 
VENUES

Ards Arts Centre
Town Hall, Conway Square, 
Newtownards
028 9181 0803
ardsarts.com
Free 

Georgian Gallery
Exhibition: 'What Fell From 
The Mountain'
Thursday 19 April-Thursday 
24 May 

Ards Crafts and Visitor 
Information Centre
31 Regent Street, 
Newtownards
028 9182 6846
visitardsandnorthdown.com
Free 

The Space
Exhibition: ‘Scandza’ 
Collection by glass artist 
Keith Sheppard
Saturday 5-Saturday 26 May 

Exhibition: ‘Elemental 
Vessels’ by ceramicist Alan 
McCluney
Saturday 4-Saturday 25 
August 

North Down Museum
Castle Park Avenue, Bangor
028 9127 1200
northdownmuseum.com
Free 

The Community Gallery
Exhibition: 'Percy French'
Tuesday 1-Sunday 27 May 

The Long Gallery
Exhibition: ‘Random’ 
Thursday 22 March-Sunday 
3 June

Portaferry Visitor 
Information Centre
The Stables, Castle Street, 
Portaferry
028 4272 9882
visitardsandnorthdown.com
Free 

The Loft Gallery
Exhibition: 'Connecting 
with the Land - An Artist's 
Journey from Donegal to 
Down' by Artist Mary Feeney
Saturday 5-Saturday 26 May 

Summer Market
Saturday 28 and Sunday 
29 July
North Down Museum, 
Bangor
Sat: 10am-4.30pm
Sun: 12noon-4.30pm
Free 

AUGUST

Music in The 
Courtyard
North Down Museum, 
Bangor
Every Friday in August
12noon-2pm
Free 

Open House Festival
Bangor, various locations
Throughout August
The Festival returns with 
a high quality and eclectic 
programme.
Cost: varies

Portavogie Seafood 
Festival
Portavogie Harbour
Saturday 11 August
12noon-5pm 
A superb family day out set 
in harbour surroundings, with 
splendid seafood produce, 
children’s entertainment and 
much more.
Free

Groomsport Music and 
Fireworks
Groomsport Harbour
Saturday 18 August 
6.30pm-10pm 
An evening of live music, 
family entertainment and a 
spectacular fireworks finale.
Free

SEPTEMBER

Aspects Festival
September
Various Venues, Bangor
Bangor’s festival of 
literature, writing and words.
Cost: varies
www.aspectsfestival.com

Donaghadee 
Lights Up
The Commons, 
Donaghadee
Saturday 8 September 
Time TBC
Go to 
visitardsandnorthdown.com 
for further details.
Free 

Open Art at 
Project 24
Queen's Parade, Bangor
Sunday 9 September 
2pm-4pm 
Visit project24ni.com for 
further details.
Free 

OCTOBER 

Seapark Fireworks
Seapark Recreation 
Grounds, Holywood
Saturday 27 October
4pm-9pm
Fireworks 7.45pm (tbc)
Seapark Recreation Grounds 
becomes a hive of activity 
with a funfair and food 
stalls, live music, and the 
always impressive fireworks 
display.
Free 

Haunted Hub at 
Project 24 
Queen's Parade, Bangor
Saturday 27 October
6pm-8pm 
Visit project24ni.com for 
further details.
Free 

GRANT AIDED 
EVENTS

Festiv'Ards 2018
25-28 May
Portaferry

Home National Deaf 
Bowls Championships
29 June-1 July
Bangor

Portaferry Sails and 
Sounds Festival
28 June-1 July
Portaferry

The Twelfth in 
Newtownards
12 July
Newtownards

Ulster Under 16 
Boys Open Golf 
Championship
15-17 July
Donaghadee

Portaferry Gala 
Festival
14-20 July
Portaferry

Donaghadee Summer 
Festival
28 July-12 August
Donaghadee

Clandeboye Festival
15-25 August
Bangor 

Portaferry Triathlon
18 August
Portaferry

Bangor Worldwide 
Missionary Convention 
24 August-1 September
Bangor

NI Festival of Shooting 
Sports
20-24 September
Comber

Find out more at visitardsandnorthdown.com All information correct at time of going to print
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How should our Borough develop over the 
next 15 years?
We have started work on a new Local Development Plan 
(LDP) for the Borough that will look forward to 2030.

It will set out a strategic vision of sustainable development 
for Ards and North Down over the next 15 years, based on its 
social and economic needs while protecting and enhancing 
the environment. 

The Plan will bring forward planning policies and land use 
proposals to guide development decisions in a locally 
distinctive context.

We want to involve the public and other stakeholders in the 
preparation of the Ards and North Down LDP. 

This is your opportunity to inform plan preparation by helping 
to identify relevant issues and sharing your local knowledge 
and views with planners.

New Local 
Development Plan 
for the Borough 

EMPLOYMENT

HOUSING

ENERGY

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

WATER
TOURISM

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
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How do I participate?
At this early stage we are thinking about key strategic 
issues and want to get your views on what is important to 
you.

•  What is your vision for how the Borough should 
develop over time?

•  What type of development do we need, how much and 
where should it be located?

• Where shall we live, work, learn, shop, play/relax? 

• What other facilities do we need and where?

• How will we travel around? 

• What features should we protect and how?

• Where will visitors stay?

•  How will we meet our needs for: energy production, 
waste management, water supply and treatment, 
telecommunications, construction materials? 

If you would like to let us know your thoughts, or to 
simply to be kept informed of the Local Development 
Plan as it progresses, please contact us at planning@
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk and mark your email ‘LDP’.

Why should I get involved?
The LDP will impact everyone who lives, works, visits and 
invests in our Borough.

What happens next?
You can read our timetable (online at ardsandnorthdown.
gov.uk/local-development-plan or by request) which sets 
out the key stages of the LDP preparation process with 
indicative dates for each stage.

We have recently concluded a series of workshops with 
Elected Members in relation to a wide range of topics 
including: housing; employment; town centres and 
retailing; natural and built heritage; tourism; open space 
and energy, to name a few.

Your views, along with those of Elected Members, together 
with the evidence base, will provide a foundation for the 
Council’s Preferred Options Paper, the publication of which 
will provide a formal opportunity for you to participate in 
the plan preparation process.

Please remember at this early stage we are thinking about 
key strategic issues and will not yet be considering the 
merits of specific sites for development.

HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT

TRANSPORT
PUBLIC 

SERVICESNATURAL 
HERITAGE

MINERALS

RETAIL

OPEN SPACE

WASTE
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Clearly many local residents are still either unknowingly or 
carelessly discarding lots of waste that is recyclable, into 
our grey bins. Council has estimated that the additional 
landfill tax associated with this amounts to well over an 
extra £1M annually, with a net additional cost to ratepayers 
of almost £700k each year. 

Most residents will agree this is simply crazy. It is bad for 
our environment and very bad for our pockets.

Here are three simple things you can do to 
help save another £1M in landfill tax this year:
1. Put all your food waste into your food caddy and  
 then your green/brown bin

2.  Put all your glass bottles and Jars in your new glass  
 recycling box

3.  Put all your blue bin recyclable material in your blue bin

Please remember that all of the above recyclable waste 
items are not permitted in your grey bin.

recycling
A recent survey has revealed a 
shocking statistic that, on average 
across the Ards and North Down 
Borough, more than half the contents 
of householders’ grey bins is still 
made up of recyclable waste items 
that should and could easily have 
been recycled – simply by placing 
them in the blue or green/brown bins, 
or in the new glass collection box.

8% glass bottles and jars

19% 
recyclable food waste

33% 
blue bin 

recyclable 
waste items

ON AVERAGE 
OUR GREY BINS ARE 
STILL 60% FULL OF 
EASILY RECYCLABLE 

WASTE ITEMS

Let’s all ‘step up’ on

#recyclefirst
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We're encouraging every householder in the Borough to 
make a small change to their routine each time they go to 
discard any waste item, think ‘Recycling first, grey bin last’. 

The Borough’s provisional annual recycling figure for 
2017/18  is 53%. Our recycling target is 65% by 2020 (and 
70% by 2030) and Council also aims to save £2M per year 
in landfill tax by 2030; but this cannot be achieved without 
the support and action of residents. We are appealing to 
everyone to play their part in crowning the Borough as the 
recycling capital of Northern Ireland, and better still, the 
UK as a whole!

Need help? 
Council uses a range of communications methods to share 
recycling information with residents. 

The easiest way to find out everything you need to know, 
is to download and use the free bin-ovation app, which 
provides information on collection dates, what goes into 
each bin and up-to-date news. 15,000 people locally are 
already using bin-ovation - if you haven't downloaded and 
started using it already, what are you waiting for? 

If you don't have access to a smart phone, you can 
email the Council with recycling queries on recycling@
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

or call 0300 013 3333, option 3. 

Alternatively, information can be found on 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk.

We're changing to a once yearly delivery of 100 kitchen food 
caddy liners to homes (from a twice yearly delivery of 50 
liners).  This free supply should be enough for the average 
home's needs throughout the year, but if you need more 
they can be purchased at the following locations: Town Hall, 
Bangor, Church Street Offices in Newtownards, at reception 
in Ards and Comber Leisure Centres and Portaferry Sports 
Centre. You will receive your free supply for this year in the 
late summer - watch out for publicity on this. 

bin-ovation 
is the answer

Want to find out when your bin or box is 
going to be collected?

bin-ovation
Want to find out what goes into

each bin?
bin-ovation

Want to find out holiday collection 
arrangements?

bin-ovation
Want to check on the latest

recycling news?
bin-ovation

Download our free bin-ovation app to 
your smart phone or tablet
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NEW PROSPERITY 
FOCUS FOR THE 
BOROUGH
#creativelyconnected
Council has launched a new integrated strategy for the 
Borough setting out a vision for tourism, regeneration 
and economic development within a planning context. 
The strategy, entitled ‘Blue:Green Creatively Connected’ 
presents a vision for the pursuit of prosperity across the 
area over the next 12 years 

EMPLOYABILITY 
AND SKILLS

Young and looking for a job?
Job Seeker?

Considering enterprise as a career?

We offer:

Job Fairs | Personal development one-to-ones
Career builder programme | Support for Young 

Enterprise NI

SETTING UP 
A BUSINESS

Potential entrepreneur?
Social entrepreneur?

We will support the creation of at least 100 
new businesses across all sectors and will offer 

additional targeted support for high growth sectors:

ICT | Professional and Financial Services
Agri Food | Creative Industries

Is there a place for you on our business pipeline? 
For free, confidential advice at any stage of business development contact our Economic 
Development Team on 028 9147 3788. 

BU
SI

NESS PIPELINE
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Strategy
The strategy contains a number of ambitious headline 
targets including the creation of 7,500 jobs, increasing 
economic productivity, doubling the current visitor spend 
to £82M and increasing overnight trips by 2030. 

What makes it truly innovative and unique is that it’s the 
first strategy of its kind to take an integrated approach to 
strategic development – and not just for Council but for 
everyone in the Borough who has an interest in making 
Ards and North Down a better place to live, work and invest.   

It's early days in this ambitious 12-year plan but already 
some of the initial steps to achieve the targets are 
underway. A new Economic Development Forum (led by the 
private sector) and an Employability and Skills Forum are 
being established to ensure the Borough has the right skills 
to meet business needs moving forward. 

Chair of the Council’s Regeneration and Development 
Committee, Councillor Trevor Cummings commented: 
“Council has always been committed to investing in the 
local economy and helping our businesses reach their 
potential. In the past year we have had many successes 
including the creation of 57 new jobs through the Go For 
It! Programme and helping 41 companies increase their 
average turnover by 31% through an intensive business 
development programme. With our new strategy in place, 
we will be able to impact even more areas and sectors.” 

Belfast Region City Deal
Ards and North Down, together with Antrim and 
Newtownabbey, Belfast, Lisburn and Castlereagh, Mid and 
East Antrim and Newry, Mourne and Down councils, is 
actively involved in the development of the Belfast Region 
City Deal. If successful, this deal will deliver a 10-year 
investment plan to increase economic growth by improving 
infrastructure, developing innovation and attracting more  – 
and better – jobs through enhanced employability and skills.

Work is ongoing on regional projects and frameworks, 
aligned to national strategies, on the priority issues 
mentioned above.  

Councils are currently developing an agreed list of projects 
that will be used as the basis for further consultation 
and negotiation with the UK Government, the Northern 
Ireland Executive and the Civil Service. These projects 
must improve employment opportunities and be ready for 
delivery within a 10-year timescale.

Local projects currently being considered include a regional 
park with greenways, heritage and tourism attractions; a 
waterfront investment plan and attractions in Bangor; and 
the development of an enterprise investment park.    

The final agreed list of projects will be determined and 
presented to the UK Government in September 2018. A 
decision on projects and the overall investment in the 
region will be made later in 2018. 

BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT 
AND GROWTH

Existing business in any 
sector looking to grow? 

We offer:

Mentor support | Collaborative networking
Peer sharing and learning | Access to research 

and funding | Workshops

BUSINESS 
INVESTMENT

Seeking to expand or relocate 
your business? 

We offer:
Access to property information and 

signposting to support agencies. 

Copies of the strategy can be downloaded from ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/creativelyconnected
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As we encourage you to get out and enjoy 
the Borough this summer, we understand it is 
important to provide information about toilet 
facilities.
We have public toilets in all our towns and most of 
our villages; a list of can be found on our website at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

Wherever possible we provide toilet facilities that are 
accessible for those with a disability. We know that not all 
disabilities are visible and have recently rebranded our toilets 
with new signage to reflect this. We would encourage anyone 
who requires accessible facilities to please use them. Carers 
are also welcome to use these amenities. 

Another initiative that can help ease the worry of being able 
to access toilet facilities is a RADAR Key. This is a skeleton key 
that opens more than 9,000 accessible toilets in the UK.

For those that are eligible, RADAR keys may be purchased at the Visitor Information Centre in Bangor, Council Offices, 
Church Street, Newtownards and The Town Hall, Bangor. Further information can be found at radar.org.uk

Not every disability is visible

 Toddlers can drown in an inch (3cms) of 
water. Look out for plant pots and sand 
pit lids that can fill with rain water. Store 
containers upside down. 

 Avoid injury – make sure sharp gardening 
tools are in good repair and safely tidied/
locked away.

 Keep fences/gates secured when young 
children are playing.

 Electric powered tools and mowers should 
be used with a Residual Current Device 
(RCD) to protect against electrocution.

Check for poisonous plants such as those 
containing berries – your local garden 
centre will help identify them.

 Always store chemicals in their original 
containers, safely out of sight and reach of 
children.

Remove animal droppings promptly and 
carefully as they carry harmful diseases.

 Ensure play equipment is in good repair 
and located on a soft surface with clear 
space around it.

TAKE CARE 
in the garden 
this summer

Follow our Top Tips for 
staying safe in the garden

If you are over 65, or have a disability/vulnerability, 
or have children under five, call 0300 013 3333 
ext 40336 to book your free Home Safety visit
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Mayor Adair has described his term of office as an 
unforgettable experience that will stay with him forever. 
His appreciation has grown for what this Borough offers 
to our residents and to those visiting. The role of Mayor 
has afforded him the opportunity to travel the length and 
breadth of the Borough, from Holywood to Portaferry, and 
all in between; paying witness to the work community 
groups do, seeing the beauty of the Borough along the 
way and having the opportunity to meet many people 
that he would not have had the privilege of meeting 
otherwise.

Looking back, Mayor Adair has been impressed by a 
number of key projects such as the cross-community 
educational programmes organised to highlight our 
shared history; also the series of events that marked 
the annual memorial of the Holocaust, during which 
the Council hosted Rachel Levy, a survivor of a prisoner 
of war camp. Mayor Adair said meeting Rachel was 
extremely moving.

The Mayor attended many events and some of his 
favourites were the Portavogie Seafood Festival, Comber 
Earlies Food Festival and Armed Forces Day as part of the 
Sea Bangor Festival.

Mayor Adair is passionate about the Integrated Strategy 
for Tourism, Regeneration and Economic Development 
that was launched in March. He feels strongly that our 
Borough is bursting with so much to offer residents 
and visitors – natural beauty, great places to eat and 
drink, heritage, arts and events; the strategy will really 
emphasise these elements and help make Ards and North 
Down the best place to live, work, visit and invest.

Close to his heart are the charities he chose to support 
this year: Beyond the Battlefield, Decorum NI, 
The Helping Alopecia Trust and Home-Start. The Mayor 
would like to extend his thanks to the people of the 
Borough and further afield who have been so generous 
in his quest to raise funds.

Mayor’s Highlights 

If you would like the Mayor to visit your event or group then 
please call the Mayor’s Office on 0300 013 3333.

Welcoming Rachel Levy to the 
Town Hall

With his family upon his election as Mayor

With American Gospel singer 
Sue Dodge

Mayor of Ards and North Down, 
Councillor Robert Adair, has had 
a busy term and in this article he 
outlines the highlights of his year.

With Baroness Paisley at his 
installation dinner
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YOUR OPINION MATTERS
Under the Local Government Act 2014, Council is required to publish an annual 
Performance Improvement Plan. This sets out what we will do during the year ahead 
to make our services better. We do this by improving the areas that matter most to 
our residents.
To help us improve even more, please complete and return the postcard above to:

Performance Improvement 
Ards and North Down Borough Council, Town Hall, The Castle, Bangor BT20 4BT
Or email yom@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Stay in touch with us on 
facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter.

A good one stop shop for 
all useful information about 
the Borough is our website 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Stay in touch 
with us

Thank you to everyone who responded to the Your Opinion Matters campaign in the autumn/winter 
edition. You told us some of the things you felt we could improve on, a number of which we have 
addressed. Some of the suggestions, however, related to areas that Council has no control over, 
as they are the responsibility of central government departments. To help, below are some useful 
contacts for some regular queries:

If your query is about: Please contact:

Street lights; traffic lights; 
pavements; road hazards; 
road drains flooding; grass 
verges/weed control

Department for Infrastructure: Roads 
Tel: 028 9054 0540
Text phone: 028 9054 0022
Email: dcu@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk

Bus stops
Translink NI
Tel: 028 9066 6630
Online enquiry form: www.translink.co.uk/contact

Blue badge scheme
Blue Badge Unit (Department for Infrastructure)
Tel: 0300 200 7818
Email: bluebadges@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
Apply online:www.nidirect.gov.uk/services/apply-or-renew-blue-badge-online

Pest control (rats, mice, fleas, 
flies, wasps etc)

Environmental Health Service 
Tel: 028 9182 4052

Please indicate the postcode area that you live in: 
BT18 n BT19 n BT20 n BT21 n BT22 n BT23 n 

What improvements would you like to see the Council make in the future?

To enable us to give you feedback, please provide contact details

Our Performance Improvement Plan and Annual Performance report are downloadable at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/pip




