
Community 
Planning

Help shape our 
Community Plan for 

Ards and North Down

How can I get involved?

Join Ards and North Down’s BIG CONVERSATION about 
community planning and tell us what you think about your area 

– the good, the bad and the priorities for the future.  

You can contribute by:  

•  attending local engagement and consultation activities   
 (events will be advertised locally and on the website)

•  engaging with community and voluntary organisations
•  completing our online questionnaires
•  providing us with feedback via our comment postcards

 
 

If you would like to receive information and updates on community 
planning, join our mailing list.  Send your contact details to: 

communityplanning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Join us on twitter
#myvoicemyAND



What is Community Planning?

In Ards and North Down lots of organisations are involved in 
providing services that improve standards of living in our local 
communities. Community Planning is about joining up the efforts 
of these public sector, business, voluntary and community 
organisations and making sure they are working with local 
people towards a common goal of improving all aspects of 
community life.  It will help public agencies work together and 
with the wider community to plan and deliver better services.

Community Planning is a new responsibility for local authorities 
in Northern Ireland.  It is sometimes confused with community 
development/services or spatial planning, but is not the same.
 

How will Community Planning work locally?

Community Planning in Ards and North Down will be concerned with 
many issues including education, employment, the environment, 
health and housing.  Rather than each organisation involved in 
developing our Community Plan looking solely to improve their own 
area of interest, the process we will follow will enable organisations to 
consider their concerns alongside other issues that are important to 
the local area. This will deliver better and more coordinated outcomes 
for everyone in our borough.  

Our Community Plan will celebrate what is good about the Ards and 
North Down area and strive to build on these successes.  
For example the borough is one of the least deprived in 
Northern Ireland and our unemployment rate is below the 
Northern Ireland average.  

What issues will our Community plan address?

We need to identify the priorities our Community Plan will seek to 
address. The Community Planning Partnership, led by the Council, 
will be working hard over the next year to identify what these will 
be.  We will be seeking to actively engage with as many people and 
organisations as possible to gather evidence to prioritise issues.

Community Planning concentrates on better co-ordination 
of the services provided within an area.  Community 
Development aims to support local community groups and 
build their capacity.  In Ards and North Down, the Council’s 
Community and Wellbeing Directorate is responsible for 
good relations, policing and community safety, community 
development and community centres.

Community Planning involves looking at the provision 
of services such as education, health and policing. The 
Council’s planning function is responsible for making 
decisions on the majority of planning applications, 
enforcing breaches of planning permission and producing 
a local development plan outlining how land should be 
used and developed in the future. Our Community Plan will 
help to influence the content of our Local Development Plan. 

What is the difference between Community 
Planning and community development?

What is the difference between Community 
Planning and Spatial Planning?


