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Summer is upon us and 
the borough’s parks 
and open spaces are 
beginning to come into 
bloom, showing them at 
their very best. In this 
edition of your Borough 
Magazine we are focusing 
on exploring life outdoors.  
Whether you enjoy a run 

along our captivating coastline or a dander 
through one of our parks, I would encourage 
everyone to get out and explore all that 
Ards and North Down has to offer. Weather 
permitting of course!

Summer would not be summer in Ards and North Down 
without a packed programme of events and this year is no 
different.  Some of the major highlights include Comber 
Earlies Food Festival (May), Sea Bangor hosting NI Armed 
Forces Day (June), Portavogie Seafood Festival (August) 
and Aspects Festival (September).  Whether you want 
to sample local produce, enjoy an evening out or keep 
the kids entertained over the school holidays, there is 
something for everyone. You can view our full What’s On 
list on pages 9-11.

We continue to work hard to make Ards and North Down 
the best place to live, work, visit and invest and have 
recently initiated some significant investments across 
the borough.  Construction on our new leisure facility in 
Newtownards began in January and is progressing well. 
More than £750K will be invested in improvements to car 
parks, harbours, pitches and pavilions in 2017.

In addition, we will soon begin to administer £3.3M of 
EU Peace IV funding.  This will be used for initiatives to 
support children and young people, to develop shared 
spaces and services and to build positive relations.  I am 
confident that these projects will make the borough an 
even better place to live.

In our previous magazines we invited you to join the ‘Big 
Conversation’ about Community Planning in Ards and 
North Down. We listened to your thoughts and opinions 
and explored the themes that emerged.  Our Community 
Plan, ‘The Big Plan’ is now complete and an overview of 
the plan’s main objectives is on pages 6 and 7.  We will 
continue to listen to you about how we can improve local 
services as we work together to deliver the plan.  

You can read about all this and more in this edition 
I hope that you find it interesting and informative. 

Stephen Reid, Chief Executive 
Ards and North Down Borough Council

If you have any comments on the magazine please contact:
Corporate Communications,
T: 0300 013 3333   E: communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

The magazine is available in alternative formats for those with a disability, please contact us for more information.

The magazine is delivered to postal areas BT18, BT19, BT20, BT21, BT22 and BT23. If it is not delivered to any of your 
neighbours living in these areas, please let us know.

While every effort has been made to ensure that the information contained in the magazine is accurate and up-to-
date, Ards and North Down Borough Council accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions.

Printed on FSC® certified material.  © Ards and North Down Borough Council, June 2017.

Holiday service arrangements
Council offices including registration services will be closed on Monday 29 May, Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 
July and Monday 28 August 2017.

Bin collections: following bank and public holidays collections will take place one day later than usual.

Normal  
collection due Will be collected

Monday 29 May Tuesday 30 May

Tuesday 30 May Wednesday 31 May

Wednesday 31 May Thursday 1 June

Thursday 1 June Friday 2 June

Normal  
collection due Will be collected

Monday 10 July As normal

Tuesday 11 July As normal 

Wednesday 12 July Thursday 13 July

Thursday 13 July Friday 14 July

Normal  
collection due Will be collected

Monday 28 August Tuesday 29 August

Tuesday 29 August Wednesday 30 August

Wednesday 30 August Thursday 31 August

Thursday 31 August Friday 1 September

Waste recycling centres at Ballygowan, Bangor, Comber, Donaghadee, Holywood, Kircubbin, Millisle, 
Newtownards and Portaferry will be closed on Monday 29 May, Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 July and 
Monday 28 August 2017.  

As always, we welcome your comments. Please send any feedback to communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 

Front cover photograph taken in Ballymenoch Park, Holywood
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Your local park
Scratch the surface and learn some unusual facts

Win outdoor theatre tickets
We hope that you enjoy the outdoors this Spring/Summer in 
Ards and North Down.  
Send us pictures of you and your family enjoying the borough’s parks and 
outdoor spaces and you will be in with a chance of winning a pair of tickets 
to our outdoor theatre – Bangor Castle Walled Garden. (Winner can choose 
between children’s favourite Billionaire Boy by David Walliams on 18/19 July or 
Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey on  20 July.)
Email your pictures to communications@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk 
Winner will be notified on 30 June 2017

Ballymenoch Park, Holywood 
Ballymenoch Park contains one of the borough’s champion trees. The 
Turkey Oak stands at a height of 22 metres and a span of 36 metres. 
It really is a giant. 

Ward Park, Bangor
Ward Park is a Victorian style park in the heart of Bangor.  You can enjoy a 
stroll through the gardens, view different species of birds in the aviaries, 
get active in the kids play park and visit the historic gun made by Friedrich 
Krupp AG. 

The Commons, Donaghadee
Fancy an alfresco workout? The Commons boasts a recently installed state-
of-the-art outdoor gym that overlooks the Irish Sea. The scenic walkway is 
also suitable for a morning jog or a long stroll and is glorious in the summer.  

The Warren, Cloughey
The Warren is a sand dune system that hosts a wide collection of wildflower 
species including the Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula). 
A recently installed boardwalk provides access for all across the dunes 
and will allow you to experience the panoramic view of the Isle of 
Man and the Scottish coast.
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Ards and North Down has more than 200 
green spaces to enjoy. From parks and 
commons to beaches and recreation areas 
there is a space for everyone.
We are very proud that two of our parks, Castle Park in 
Bangor and Kiltonga Nature Reserve in Newtownards, have 
received a prestigious Green Flag Award. 

The Green Flag, which is administered by Keep NI Beautiful 
and supported by Heyn Environmental Solutions, is an 
international environmental benchmark. A Green Flag flying 
overhead is a sign to the public that the space boasts the 
highest possible standards, is beautifully maintained and 
has excellent visitor facilities.

Castle Park is a tranquil space where you can enjoy a stroll 
along the tree-lined avenue, view nature and wildlife or 
relax in our Walled Garden Coffee Kiosk.  Situated in the 
heart of Bangor, Castle Park is the perfect place to while 
away a little time. 

Why not...

•  Find the sundial in the forecourt, believed to be of 8th 
century monastic origin.  

•  Explore the Arboretum on the south side of the building, 
which contains a fine collection of mature conifers and 
deciduous trees. 

North Down Museum lends explorers packs to help our 
young visitors learn about the nature in the park. It is always 
best to check with the Museum by calling (028) 9127 1200, 
as there is limited availability.

Kiltonga Nature Reserve is located just half a mile from 
Newtownards town centre. Follow the 1km pathway 
(suitable for all abilities) along the lake to view a 
variety of  wildlife. The reserve is home to a range of 
wildfowl including moorhens, geese and swans.  Avid 
bird watchers can also keep a look out for sparrows, 
robins and kingfishers. Birds of prey such as falcons and 
sparrowhawks have also been spotted.

Why not...

•  Visit the park at dusk and keep an eye-out for long eared 
bats and our resident barn owl. 

• The park contains Scots Pine trees which are home to   
 herons. Keep an eye out for them around the pond.

The wildfowl on the site are managed in partnership 
with Strangford Lough Wildfowlers, who run breeding 
programmes to improve the variety of species. The 
Wildfowlers provide appropriate food around the pond areas 
and we would ask that visitors to the site do not feed the 
ducks bread.

Enjoying the outdoors 
contributes to our sense 
of wellbeing.

Spring in and 
enjoy our borough
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Council has received more than 
£330K of National Lottery Funding 
from Sport Northern Ireland (NI) 
to increase local participation in 
sport and physical activity as part 
of its Every Body Active 2020 
programme. 
The funding will help increase 
opportunities for targeted groups such 
as women and girls (aged 14-25), people 
with a disability and those living in areas 
of greatest social need in Ards and North 
Down to get active.

Under the scheme a variety of innovative 
programmes such as nordic walking, 
street or hip hop dance, health and 
fitness classes, running and cycling 
are being delivered in partnership with 
Northern Community Leisure Trust. 

To find out more go to 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Local sports clubs can affiliate to the Ards and North Down Sports Forum and avail of its 
many benefits.  These include financial assistance for travel, equipment and coaching, as 
well as access to up-to-date sporting news and the opportunity to influence the strategic 
direction of sport in the area.
The Forum is a voluntary organisation made up of sports clubs and organisations.  It aims to encourage 
active participation in sport and leisure activities by supporting the development and sustainability of sports 
clubs in the area.  

The Council has allocated £25K for 2017/18 Sports Forum grants.  Affiliated sports clubs, organisations and 
athletes in the area are eligible to apply for funding. The grant categories include travel and assistance, 
events, coaching, gold card, anniversary equipment and seeding.  (There is a three month cooling period 
before new members can apply for funding.)    

More details can be found at ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Everybody in 
Ards and North 
Down can get 
active!

Ards and North Down Sports Forum 
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Outcome 1

All people in Ards 
and North Down 

fulfil their 
lifelong potential 

The aspirations of  
the Big Plan:

Ards and North Down 
is a great place for 

all people, especially 
children and young 

people, to thrive and 
gain the educational 

and emotional support 
they need.

People can grow old 
in comfort with lots 
of choices and easy 

access to services and 
support. 

It is easy for people 
through all stages 
of their life to gain 

the educational and 
life skills needed for 

learning, life  
and work.

Outcome 2

All people in Ards 
and North Down 

enjoy good health 
and wellbeing

The aspirations of  
the Big Plan:

People are confident 
and can take control of 

their own wellbeing.

People make good life 
choices such as saying 
no to drugs and being 
sensible with alcohol.

Exercise and leisure 
activities are valued 
as important ways of 

helping people here to  
stay healthy and happy.

What is in
The Big Plan?
Over the past two years we have 
been telling you about community 
planning and encouraging you 
to get involved through the Big 
Conversation. Thanks to the 
feedback you provided, we have a 
community plan representing the 
needs of the people who live in 
Ards and North Down. 
The community plan, or ‘The Big 
Plan’ as it is now known, looks 15 
years into the future and sets out 
what we want to achieve for all 
people who live in the borough.
The Big Plan will help us
evaluate whether programmes,
new or old, are making a ‘real’ 
difference to the issues you told 
us about.  
Launched at the start of April, 
the Big Plan contains five high-
level outcomes, these set out the 
aspirations that we want to achieve 
for the people who live in Ards and 
North Down by the year 2032.

The Big Plan
for Ards and North Down

Creating positive  
outcomes for everyone  

2017 - 2032
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Outcome 3

All people in 
Ards and North 

Down live in 
communities 

where they are 
respected, are 

safe and 
feel secure

The aspirations of  
the Big Plan:

An increased amount 
of quality shared 
and neutral space 

throughout the whole 
of the borough 
where everyone 
feels welcome. 

All communities and 
cultures understand, 

respect and value 
each other.

People are safe 
and feel secure in 

their homes, in their 
communities and when 
they are out in public.

Outcome 4

All people in Ards 
and North Down 
benefit from a 

prosperous 
economy

The aspirations of  
the Big Plan:

Everyone in Ards 
and North Down has 
enough money to live 
on and has access to 
affordable housing, 

food and utility 
services.

There are lots of jobs 
and lots of thriving 
businesses creating 

new, well-paying jobs 
that local people 

benefit from.

People living in Ards 
and North Down are 
well skilled and these 
skills match the needs 

of local businesses.

There are lots of 
different types of 

businesses, such as 
tourism, crafts and 

agri-food, all helping 
to create jobs and 

income across 
the borough.

Outcome 5

All people in Ards 
and North Down 
feel pride from 

having access to 
a well-managed 

sustainable 
environment

The aspirations of  
the Big Plan:

People in Ards and 
North Down can 

access the natural and 
historical environment 

and its health and 
economic benefits are 

valued.

The quality of the 
physical environment 
(natural and built) is 
managed to ensure 

natural spaces 
are protected and 

infrastructure such as 
roads, water, coastal 

defences and housing 
work in harmony.

People are connected 
to nature, to 

businesses, to leisure 
opportunities and to 

each other via a highly 
functioning digital and 
physical environmental 

infrastructure.

For more information on the Big Plan visit
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/community-planning
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Building Control 
Online
We are always working to make our services 
more accessible. You can now make a 
building application online.
The Council is responsible for the enforcement of 
Building Regulations - a set of legal standards for the 
design and construction of buildings. These standards 
include requirements on health, structural stability, fire 
safety, energy conservation and accessibility. 

We assess and undertake inspections of thousands 
of building control applications every year.  As work 
progresses on site we inspect it at key stages.  

Works such as erecting a new building or extending 
an existing building, converting a roofspace or garage 
and carrying out structural alterations, such as 
replacing existing floors or stairs will require a building 
control application.  Some works, such as fences and 
replacement windows in dwellings are exempt.  

For a full list of exemptions and requirements or to fill 
out an application, calculate and pay your fee online, 
go to ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

Street Café Licences
Tables and chairs outside premises are 
becoming a frequent sight as our tourism and 
retail business increases and more people 
discover the pleasure of outside dining.
The Licensing of Pavement Cafés Act (NI) 2014 came 
into operation on 1 October 2016.  After this date, all 
pavement cafés in Ards and North Down need to have 
a licence from the Council. 

A pavement café licence authorises a person that 
operates a business involving the supply of food or 
drink (in or from premises) to furniture a public area 
for use by customers. This includes cafes, restaurants, 
pubs, retail outlets providing refreshments, takeaways 
and supermarkets with a deli counter.

A licence provides cover for three years and costs 
£225 the first time you apply and then £180 to renew 
thereafter.   

Application forms are available from
philip.maginnis@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk

We’ve listened to you and have been working 
hard to tackle dog fouling.  Since April 2016, 
we’ve issued 78 Fixed Penalty Notices for the 
offence and 181 for straying (a prime cause 
of dog fouling).  A further three dog fouling 
offences and twelve dog straying offences 
have been prosecuted through the courts with 
fines and costs averaging £300.

We do however still need your help to keep 
our area clean.  You can get involved by:
•  picking up after your pet (you can collect some free poop 

bags from Council offices should you need them)

•  joining our Green Dog Walkers Scheme and encouraging 
others to clean up after their pet (find out more at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/green-dog-walkers)

•  reporting offenders to our Neighbourhood Environment 
Team – the more information you can give us, such as the 
time and place that the person usually allows their dog to 
foul, the better.  Get in touch on 0300 013 3333.

The penalty for allowing your dog to foul in a public place or 
to stray is £80 and £75 respectively with a maximum fine in 
the courts of £1,000.

Clamp down 
on dog fouling
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Family Fun at Cockle Row 
Groomsport
Every Saturday and Sunday from 
May to September
Entertainment 2pm-4pm
Cottages open weekends only (May), 
Daily (1 June-3 September), 11am-5pm.
Weekend entertainment for children 
and adults alike, from face painting to 
animal roadshows, children’s crafts 
and much more.
Free Ards and North Down 

Pipe Band Championship 
Castle Park, Bangor
Saturday 13 May 
12noon-5pm
With over 40 bands and 50 Drum 
Majors competing, the event is 
impressive to spectate.
Free

Friday Night Live with 
Yon Boys
Ards Arts Centre 
Friday 26 May
An evening that is as capable of 
moving your heart as making you 
laugh. Folk and Fusion at its best.
8pm
£7

Peninsula Puppet Festival
Various locations throughout
the borough
Spring Bank Holiday Weekend
A packed programme of puppet 
performances, workshops and family 
friendly fun.
Cost varies

Merry May Day
Holywood
Monday 1 May
10am-4pm
This popular annual event features 
traditional May Day dancing by local 
school children, a selection of market 
stalls and family fun.
Free   

EXPERIENCE
AND ENJOY
There’s a lot to do this summer in Ards and North Down.  From day trips 
to family and food-themed events.  Here’s a snapshot of what’s on:
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ForM Sculpture Exhibition
Bangor Castle Walled Garden
Saturday 3 June – Sunday 25 June
The Walled Garden is transformed 
into a gallery enhanced with beautiful 
sculptures and works of art.
Free

Comber Earlies Food Festival 
Comber Town Centre
Saturday 17 June
10am-5pm 
Make sure to visit the festival, Highly 
Commended in the NI Year of Food 
and Drink Awards 2016.
Local Artisan food and craft stalls will 
pave the way to big tops and a hay 
bale picnic filled with music, children’s 
activities, street theatre, food 
demonstrations and lots more.
Free

Armed Forces
Weekend Activities
Conway Square, Newtownards
Friday 23 June
12noon-7.30pm
Silver Band performances, an 
exhibition of Military Vehicles, with a 
fantastic musical display of Pipes and 
Drums by the 2nd Battalion of The 
Royal Irish Regiment to end the day’s 
activities.
Sea Bangor Festival Hosts
NI Armed Forces Day
Bangor
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 June
Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12noon-6pm
Throughout the weekend, Sea
Bangor’s maritime themed festival
will once again delight all with a host
of activities including live music, food
stalls, street theatre and impressive
displays which the event is known
and loved for.
Free

Fair Weather Fridays: 
Outdoor Performances
Conway Square, Newtownards
Every Friday in July and August
12.30pm–1.30pm
Everybody is invited to start the 
weekend early with some fantastic 
entertainment in Conway Square.
Free 

Open House Festival 2017
Various locations throughout the 
borough
Throughout August
The Festival returns with a high 
quality and eclectic programme 
that features events ranging from 
ticketed headline concerts, free music 
sessions, comedy, films, theatre, 
spoken word, literature, food events 
and exhibitions hosted in venues 
throughout the town. Book early to 
avoid disappointment!
Cost varies, see 
openhousefestival.com

Family Entertainment
Portaferry Visitor Information 
Centre
Every Saturday in July and August
Entertainment 2pm-4pm. Centre open 
10am-5pm
Free entertainment for children to 
enjoy, with a varied programme 
including science shows, magic 
shows, themed workshops and more.
Free 

Summer Music in the Park
Ward Park Bandstand, Bangor
Every Sunday in July and August
3pm-5pm
Bring along family and friends, enjoy 
a picnic and take in the sounds of 
weekly live music throughout July and 
August (programme varies).
Free

Theatre in the Walled Garden: 
Billionaire Boy
Bangor Castle Walled Garden
Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 
19 July
2pm and 6pm
Heartbreak Productions adaptation of 
David Walliams children’s book.
Tickets £6

Theatre in the Walled Garden: 
Northanger Abbey
Bangor Castle Walled Garden
Thursday 20 July
7pm
Gothic romance comes to the garden 
when Heartbreak Productions 
presents Jane Austen’s Northanger 
Abbey.
Tickets £10

Theatre in the Walled Garden: 
Murder on the Terrace
Bangor Castle Walled Garden
Friday 21 July
7pm
What happens when a respectable 
garden party suddenly turns 
sour? Find out when Heartbreak 
Productions bring this 1930’s murder 
mystery spoof to the Walled Garden.
Tickets £10

Summer Market 
North Down Museum, Bangor
Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 July
Sat 10am-4.30pm, Sun 12noon-4.30pm
Browse through lovely handmade 
items from local makers and artists.
Free 

Music in the Courtyard
North Down Museum, Bangor
Every Friday in August
12noon-2pm
Spend your lunch hour with us and 
enjoy live music performances.  
Programme varies.
Free

Creative Peninsula 
Craft in The Square
Conway Square, Newtownards
Friday 4 August
10am–6pm
Conway Square transforms into a 
tented village full of local artists and 
crafts people to celebrate the start of 
the annual Creative Peninsula open 
studio event.
Free

For more information, go to visitardsandnorthdown.com or call 028 9127 0069 / 028 9182 6846 
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Saturday 24 June 
10am-6pm
Sunday 25 June 
12noon-6pm
Food, music, displays and 
plenty of family fun during 
the weekend

Free event
For full Sea Bangor programme and Armed 
Forces events in Ards and North Down, 
visitardsandnorthdown.com

Sea Bangor Festival hosts 
NI Armed Forces Day
Bangor Seafront

The Creative Peninsula 
Annual Open Studio Event
Various locations throughout 
the borough
Friday 4 – Sunday 13 August
A celebration of art and craft 
featuring open studios, studio 
coach tours, exhibitions, workshops, 
demonstrations and more.
Cost varies

Portavogie Seafood Festival 
Portavogie Harbour
Saturday 12 August 
12noon-5pm 
A superb family fun day set in harbour 
surroundings, with splendid seafood 
produce, children’s entertainment and 
much more.
Free  

Groomsport Music
and Fireworks 
Groomsport Harbour
Saturday 19 August 
6.30pm-10.30pm
An evening of live music from The 
Boss UK – a Bruce Springsteen tribute, 
family entertainment, food stalls and 
a spectacular fireworks finale. 
Free 

Donaghadee Lights Up
The Commons, Donaghadee
Saturday 9 September
7.30pm
With The Bay City Rollers starring 
Les McKeown.
Free

Aspects Festival
Various locations, Bangor
Tuesday 19 – Sunday 24 September 
A celebration of Irish writing with 
events from crime to poetry, readings 
to performance.
Ticket prices vary

Seapark Fireworks
Seapark Recreation Grounds, Holywood
Saturday 21 October
4pm-9pm. Fireworks 7.45pm
Bring the family along to enjoy live music, 
refreshments and a fireworks display.
Free

Halloween Fun
Cockle Row Cottages, 
Groomsport
Sunday 29 October
Entertainment 1pm-4pm. 
Cottages open 11am-5pm
Spooky Glitter Tattoos, ‘Tales of the 
Wild’ Animal Roadshow, Plant and 
Play - Witch Garden and Creepy 
Crafts!
Free
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Community 
summer schemes
Venues: Alderman George Green 
Community Centre, Bangor I Glen 
Community Centre, Newtownards 
I Kilcooley Community Centre, 
Bangor I Portaferry Recreation 
Centre I Redburn Community 
Centre, Holywood I West Winds 
Community Centre, Newtownards

Dates:  Monday 24 July - Friday 11 
August (Monday - Friday)

Time: 10.00am - 3.00pm

Ages: 5 -11 years

Price:  £25 per child/per week 
(concession rate available)  

Perfect for children that love 
variety, our community schemes 
offer a wide range of play 
activities including: arts and 
crafts, team games, dance, drama, 
day trips and cookery, to name 
but a few.

Arts 
summer schemes
Venues: Ards Arts Centre I Comber 
Leisure Centre I Donaghadee 
Community Centre I Holywood
Old School  

Dates:  Monday 17 July - Friday 18 
August (Monday - Friday)

Time:  2 hours; 1.00pm - 3.00pm or 
full day; 10.00am - 4.00pm

Ages: 6 - 10 years

Price:  from £30 per child/per 
week (10% discount for 
second child in same 
family)  

Our ever popular creative summer 
schemes offer a full week 
jam-packed with fun, creative 
activities.  Children will take part in 
a range of art activities and have 
some wonderful creative pieces to 
take home.

Leisure 
summer schemes
Venues: Ards Leisure Centre I 
Comber Leisure Centre

Dates:  Monday 3 July - Friday 18 
August (no schemes on 10 
- 14 July)

Time:  9.00am - 4.30pm 
(all day option) 

  9.00am -12.30pm or 
1.30pm - 4.30pm 
(half day option)

Ages: 4 years and above 

Price:  from £15 per child/per 
week 

For kids that love to keep active.  
Our leisure schemes offer a range 
of activities from soft play and 
crafts, to swimming and kayaking, 
to football and trampolining.  All 
activities are supervised by leisure 
staff.

Whether your 
child wants to get 
active, unleash their 
creativity, enjoy days 
out or simply make 
new friends, we have 
a summer scheme 
suitable for them

Summer 2017 is almost here

For more information on any of the above schemes, including how to 
register, telephone 0300 013 3333.
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The planning system does not exist to protect the 
private interests of one person against the activities 
of another, although private interests may coincide 
with the public interest in some cases.  
Enforcement action is normally only taken where 
a breach of planning control causes demonstrable 
harm in the public interest.  
Other considerations are set out in the Council’s 
Planning Enforcement Strategy which is available at 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/responsibilities

What is a breach of planning control?
A breach of planning control occurs when building 
works or a material change in use of land or a 
building takes place without planning consent. 
In most cases, it is not an offence to undertake 
development without consent. The Council has 
powers to require these breaches to be put right. 
We can do this by requiring changes to be made 
to the development, by requiring removal of the 
development, or by giving the development approval 
if we think it is acceptable. 

Examples of planning breaches include:
• not building in accordance with approved plans  
 (following grant of permission) 
• failing to comply with conditions attached to
 an approval 
• unauthorised works to a listed building
•  removing or lopping trees protected by a Tree 

Preservation Order or in a Conservation Area 
without consent 

• display of an advertisement without
 advertisement consent 
• changing the use of land without
 planning permission.
See our Enforcement Strategy for details of things 
which are not a breach of planning control that we 
cannot get involved in.
Not every breach justifies taking further action.  We 
use our judgement based on experience, case law 
and the likelihood of success, but also consider 
what is permissible without the need for planning 
permission, in the context of the breach itself, but 
also regarding what other development could be built 
under ‘permitted development’ rights.
Most breaches of planning control are resolved 
informally through negotiation with the owner/
occupier or through the submission and 
consideration of a retrospective planning application. 
Often we may agree a compromise or partial 
change that we are happy with. It is at the Council’s 
discretion to decide whether this would be 
sufficient. 

Email planning@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk for 
more information.

To report an alleged breach please email the 
Planning Service at the address above and include 
'Enforcement' in the subject line

Planning 
Enforcement
Enforcement of planning control is a 
discretionary function of the Council
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Work begins on the new Leisure 
Facility in Newtownards

We are delighted that work has 
officially begun on the new £30M 
multi-purpose sports and leisure 
facility in Newtownards, further to the 
appointment of Heron Brothers as the 
main contractor.

Mayor of Ards and North Down, 
Alderman Deborah Girvan, cut the first 
sod at the site of the previous Dairy Hall 
Playing Fields in January 2017.  Work has 
been ongoing for four months to create 

first class, indoor and outdoor community leisure and family 
recreational facilities.  A particularly unique and exciting 
feature of the new facility will be the luxury spa. This will offer 
revitalising and soothing treatments at an affordable price. 
The spa will create a luxurious retreat for all, situated right in 
the heart of Newtownards.

In 2014 a series of consultations were carried out to identify 
what facilities residents would like to see in the new facility.  
This included consultation with teenagers from across the 
borough.  The concept of a dedicated outdoor space for 
young people to partake in more ‘non-traditional’ activities 
was enthusiastically received.

The wheel park at the site will provide those who have a love 
for wheelies and casper flips with the space they need to 
enjoy skateboarding and ‘bmxing’.  

For mountain bikers the new pump track will be a huge draw.  
These are fabulous additions to the borough, which will be 
popular with residents and visitors alike.

The outdoor adventure playground will provide our younger 
residents with free access to fun activities.  It will be located 
just beside the covered café terrace, with a direct link into 
the centre.  The playground will offer equipment to suit a 
wide age range, with a large element of toddler provision and 
enhanced play provision to suit those of primary school age.

The new leisure facility will also include a fitness suite, 
swimming pools, a separate children’s splash zone, an indoor 
sports hall, fitness studios, party rooms and an outdoor 
covered pitch.

Building work is due to be completed at the end of 2018 and 
we look forward to providing residents with regular progress 
updates at key stages throughout construction.  For detailed 
plans and a full breakdown of the facilities, please visit
www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/resident/newleisurecentre 

 

Investing 
in Ards and 
North Down
The Council has committed to 
investing in a number of infrastructure 
projects that will make the borough 
a more attractive place for residents, 
businesses and visitors. More 
information on our current projects can 
be found opposite. We also provide 
regular progress reports and photos on 
our Facebook page; follow us at Ards 
and North Down Borough Council to 
keep up to date. 
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Redburn Square 
Public Realm
This Council project, jointly 
funded by the Department 
for Communities, aims 
to extend existing public 
realm works in Holywood to 
improve Redburn Square, 
Lower Hibernia Street and 
Sullivan Place.

Work is well under way at 
Redburn Square thanks to 
the appointed contractor, 
Northstone, and to the 
consultants McAdam Design.  
The scheme represents 
an investment of £1M and 
includes new materials for 
kerb alignment, kerbing, 
paving, street lighting, 
feature lighting and signage, 
street furniture and boundary 
treatment for the area.

Pedestrian and vehicular 
access to the public car park 
and adjacent buildings will 
be maintained throughout 
the works.

During project construction, 
the War Memorial will be 
temporarily removed for 
its protection and safe 
keeping.  It will undergo 
improvements before being 
reinstated in the Square, 
at which time a Service of 
Rededication will be held.  
The memorial will then be 

available for Remembrance 
Commemorations in 
November 2017.

The Redburn Square Scheme 
is estimated to complete 
in September 2017.  Look 
out for an update in the 
next issue of the Borough 
Magazine.

Redevelopment of Cloughey 
Tennis Courts
We are pleased to announce the official completion of works 
to the tennis courts in Cloughey. 
The scheme represents an investment by Council of £260K 
and includes the transformation of two no-longer ‘fit for 
purpose’ tennis courts into three fully floodlit courts. 
The Council has also taken the opportunity to widen the 
range of sports training offered at the facility.  A range 
of multi-sport activities, particularly aimed at juniors can 
be accommodated on the new floodlit surface.  This has 
expanded leisure resources available for community use in 
the area.
Everyone is welcome to make use of this facility, simply 
contact the Leisure Team on 028 9181 0614 to book.  (While 
you are there why not make a day of it and enjoy a walk 
along the beautiful Cloughey Beach.)

Early concept design
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Public realm schemes have allowed us to wave goodbye to tired tarmac 
pavements, orange street lights and dated seating and welcome 
natural stone pavements, architecturally sculptured planting, bespoke 
seating, LED street and feature lighting, public art and more; creating 
distinct, high quality town centres across our borough. 

Following the completion of these works, Revitalisation Funding was 
provided by the Department for Communities to support local traders 
to develop their businesses.  This has helped to promote the town 
centres as a destination for visitors and residents.

The Revitalisation Schemes have delivered a range of projects 
identified by a partnership of local traders and Councillors.

Each town has benefited from the development of its own innovative 
and engaging brand, representing the unique selling points and visual 
assets of each town. The brand has then been applied to develop 
gateway signage, banners, promotional merchandise and innovative 
marketing campaigns to directly support the traders and raise 
awareness of what each town centre has to offer.

This substantial investment demonstrates the commitment to 
continuously develop Ards and North Down.

Five town centres 
receive £21M makeover 
£21.8M has been invested in Bangor, Comber, Donaghadee, 
Holywood and Newtownards over the past four years. 

•  297 businesses improved 
their shop frontage

•  More than 250 traders 
availed of free business 
training

•  Seven events were held 
throughout the five town 
centres 

•  Twelve pieces of outdoor 
fitness equipment were 
installed in Donaghadee 

•  £33K of new Christmas 
lighting lit up 
Newtownards and Comber

•  Fingerpost signage now 
promotes Comber leisure 
activities

•  Holywood boasts two new 
archways at Pattons and 
Grays Lane

•  Donaghadee and 
Newtownards will enjoy 
£16K floral planting 
schemes in Spring 2017  
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EU PEACE IV funding for 
Ards and North Down
Ards and North Down has been awarded 
£3.3M of EU PEACE IV funding.

The award was based on a plan that was developed 
by the local PEACE IV Partnership (of nine Elected 
Members, seven Statutory Agencies and eight Social 
Partners) following extensive public consultation in 
spring 2016.  The Partnership is responsible for the 
delivery of the Plan across the borough. 

The Plan focuses on three key areas:

• Children and Young People

• Shared Spaces and Services

• Building Positive Relations at a Local Level.

Funding 
Opportunities
Get ready for Rural Development Funding in Ards and 
North Down. Funding for the area will be made available 
through the Northern Ireland Rural Development 
Programme 2014-2020.

To find out more about the funding 
support available contact our team: 

Rural Business Investment
Providing support for rural 
businesses, tourism businesses 
and farm diversification

Basic Services
Providing support for capital 
investments that will provide 
access to basic services 
or improvements in social 
infrastructure

Village Renewal
Providing support for the 
renewal of villages through 
village plans

Rural Broadband
Providing support to fill the gap 
for rural dwellers who cannot 
avail of broadband and to 
address the very rural ‘not-
spots’

FUNDING SCHEMES Signal Centre 
2 Innotec Drive, Balloo Road
Bangor BT19 7PD 

028 9147 3788
info@ruralpartnersand.co.uk

ruralpartnersand.co.uk

The funding will enable the PEACE IV Partnership 
and the Council to deliver local community 
initiatives for children and young people involving 
sports, arts, culture and language. It will help 
make public space in our towns and villages more 
inclusive and facilitate programmes for shared 
space.  The funding will also be used to; build 
positive relations between communities, deliver 
conflict resolution activities and promote cross 
community and cross border working.   

The Programme is a cross-border initiative, 
financed through the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) of the European Union 
and managed by the Special EU Programmes 
Body (SEUPB).   

For further information on the programme visit 
www.ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk/PEACE IV

A project supported by the European Union’s 
PEACE IV Programme, managed by the 
Special EU Programmes Body.
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Keep up the 
good work...
recycle more to 
save another £1M

Last year, everyone in Ards and North Down made a huge 
difference to our environment by recycling an incredible 
133% more food waste in their green and brown bins.  Not 
to mention saving an impressive £1M in landfill taxes that 
Ards and North Down Borough Council was able to use to 
protect and enhance a wide range of key services whilst at 
the same time keeping a lid on rates bills.
We’ve done it before and we believe that by working 
together we can do it again.  This time, by focusing on 
maximising use of our blue bins and commencing kerbside 
recycling of glass, we aim to save another £1M in landfill tax.
As well as starting a new glass recycling collection service, 
the Council has massively expanded the range of items that 
now go in the blue bin for recycling.

BLUE BIN COLLECTED EVERY FORTNIGHT

PAPER
Newspapers and magazines, junk mail, envelopes (remove plastic windows), office paper, 
catalogues and telephone books.
TIP: Small amounts of shredded paper can go into green/brown bin.
NO: Brown paper, napkins/tissues, wallpaper.

CARDBOARD
Cereal boxes, egg boxes, corrugated cardboard delivery/storage boxes, card sleeves from 
around food and other consumer goods, greeting cards, postcards.
TIP: Remove plastic tape and flatten to create space.
NO: Takeaway pizza boxes – these can go into green/brown bin.

METAL FOOD AND DRINK CANS
All types, all shapes and sizes.
TIP: Labels can be left on. 
NO: Food.

PLASTICS
Plastic bottles, tubs, trays and containers - all shapes, sizes and colours.  
TIP: Squashing will increase space in the bin.
NO: Polystyrene, plastic bags/film, clothes hangers, toys, paint 
pots.

TIN FOIL/ALUMINUM FOOD DISHES
TIP: Please rinse food dishes.
NO: Food.

DRINKS AND OTHER FOOD CARTONS
Juice, milk, sauce, custard cartons.

METAL AEROSOL CANS
All types, all shapes and sizes.
TIP: Please ensure aerosols are empty.
NO: Do not crush or pierce.

These items are not permitted in the grey bin.
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It’s full steam ahead on preparations for another big change in the 
borough’s household waste collection service, aimed at taking us to the 
top of the recycling league table.

The great news for Ards and North Down residents is that their kerbside 
recycling service keeps getting better and that spells good news for 
the environment and for rates bills – with thousands of tonnes of less 
recyclable material going to waste in a landfill and millions less of 
ratepayers’ money going to the Exchequer as landfill tax.

We are currently delivering a recycling kit to each household in the 
borough. The pack contains the following items:

Thank you to all our residents for your fantastic recycling efforts

You will receive information by post with full details of when 
the service starts as well as a new bin collection calendar and 
comprehensive recycling guide.
To find out more:
•  Download our free Bin-ovation app to your smart phone 

or tablet device
• Visit our website or Facebook page
• Email us at recycling@ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk     
• Telephone us on 0300 013 3333 (select option 3)

A GLASS COLLECTION BOX – for placing all your glass bottles and jars 
in. Please note, your collection has not started yet; you will receive 
further information in the coming weeks about when to put this out 
for collection. 

A STICKER FOR YOUR GLASS COLLECTION BOX – using a permanent 
marker please write your house number on this and stick it on your 
glass collection box. 

A BLUE RECYCLING SACK – this is for storing your blue bin recyclables 
and carrying them to the blue bin.   

A STICKER FOR YOUR BLUE BIN – telling you what can go into your 
blue bin.  
Please stick this on your blue bin.  

A LIST OF THE FULL RANGE OF ACCEPTABLE BLUE BIN MATERIAL
The list of items that can be placed in the blue bin has increased. Please 
check this list as there may be things that weren’t recyclable in the past 
but are now allowed in the blue bin. If you are unsure of any particular 
item, please download the bin-ovation app, which has the answers for 
over 250 branded and non-branded items. We appreciate not everyone 
has a smart phone, so please call 0300 133 3333 (option 3) if there are 
any items you are unsure of. 

A ROLL OF KITCHEN CADDY LINERS – these are 100% compostable 
and are made to fit your food waste kitchen caddy. Only compostable 
liners can be put in your green/brown bin.  

ALL GLASS 
BOTTLES 
AND JARS

For more information call us on

0300 013 3333
(option 3 recycling)

or download our free bin-ovation App  

HOUSE NUMBER:

BLUE BIN RECYCLABLES ONLY 
For more information call us on0300 013 3333(option 3 recycling)or download our free bin-ovation App  
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Stay in touch 
with us 
Follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter (@ANDborough) for 
lots of useful posts.
 
A good one-stop shop 
for information about the 
borough is our website 
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk.  
The site has information 
on bin collections, leisure 
and things to see and do.  
If you wish to speak with 
local Councillors full contact 
details can also be found on 
our website.

Your opinion 
matters
The Council is committed 
to improving our services 
and it is important that we 
listen to what residents have 
to say.  We welcome your 
comments or suggestions at 
any time of the year.

If you have any comments 
or would like any further 
information contact:

Performance Improvement

Ards and North Down 
Borough Council

Town Hall, The Castle 
BANGOR  BT20 4BT

Email: pim@
ardsandnorthdown.gov.uk
Telephone: 0300 013 3333

2017 Walks and Tours Programme 
Download a copy at visitardsandnorthdown.com

Or pick up your FREE copy 
from Ards or Bangor Visitor 
Information Centre.

Explore Ards and North Down 
through a unique series of 
coach, boat and walking tours, 
that allow you to discover the 
history, heritage and mystery 
of the area.

To book a walk or tour contact:
Bangor Visitor Information Centre I 34 Quay Street I Bangor I 028 9127 0069
Ards Visitor Information Centre I 31 Regent Street I Ards I 028 9182 6846

Get out there!

Explore Ards and North Down 

WALKS
AND TOURS

Free 
Guide


