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At the beginning of September, Mayor Girvan travelled to France to attend the 16th 
(Irish) Division Service at the village of  Guillemot, France.  The event which was co-
ordinated by the Somme Association was part of the Commemorations of the 100th 
Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme and was attended by James Brokenshire, 
MP, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and Heather Humphreys, TD, Minister of 
State for Regional Developemtn, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht.  Mayor Girvan 
said, "This was a very moving and emotional ceremony to remember and pay our 
respects to the thousands of Irish troops who lost their lives when they charged into 
Guillemont and Ginchy on the 3 September 1916.  It was a a great honour and 
privilege for me to lay a wreath on behalf of Ards and North Down Council, supported 
by Councillor Nigel Edmunds, at the war memorial, Guillemot."   
 
After the 16th (Irish) Division Service, she attended the unveiling ceremony of the 
Guillmont Stone, a new war memorial to commorate the 'Jersey Contingent', soldiers 
from the island of  Jersey who paid the ultimate sacrifice as members of the 16th 
(Irish) Division during the charge at Guillemot.  Mayor Girvan said, "I was particularly 
pleased to meet young soldiers from the Jersey Field Squadron who were taking part 
in the ceremony and a couple of Gendarmes who were providing security at the 
event."   
 
Mayor Girvan also had the opportunity to visit numerous Commnweatlh War Graves 
Commission CWGC cemetries and memorials around the Somme where men from 
the 36th Ulster Division and the 16th (Irish) Division are commemorated.   These 
included Teraincthun, Etaples, Ploegstreet, Island of Ireland Peace Park, Lone Tree 
Crater, Lone Tree Cemetery, Tyne Cot, Wytscharte, Lochnagar Crater, Beaumont, 
the Menin Gate in Ypres, Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval Wood, Connaught Cemetery, 
the Ulster Tower and the Canadian Memorial at Vimy Ridge.  Mayor Girvan said, "I 
was shocked, overwhelmed and traumatised by the scale of slaughter which took 
place in the Somme during WW1.  Until you visit the area, you can not appreciate 
the incredible loss of human lives were lost during this tragic period of our history.  
Tyne Cot in particular was a mind blowing experience.  To see almost 12,000 graves 
and the names of 35,000 officers and men who were never found inscribed on the 
walls of the memorial is something that I will never forget.  Every politician in the 
world should visit the Somme to see how decisions that are taken by world leaders 
to go to war have on the appaling loss of lives from all sides.' 
 


